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BRITAIN FACES GERMANY. By A. L.
Kennedy. New York: Oxford University
Press. 1937, $1.50.

Reviewed by James FREDERICK (GREEN

cessive generations of British states-

men have sought to interpret in
terms of their historic balance of power
policy, remains one unchanging problem
in a notoriously changing world. The
paralyzing defeat at Versailles merely
stimulated a vigorous people to renew
their efforts to build a powerful nation
east of the Rhine. Even the antipathy
of the French, supported by diplomatic
and military hegemony on the Conti-
nent, failed to check this German renais-
sance, with the result that large portions
of the Versailles Treaty have been uni-
laterally destroyed. As the unhappy ar-
biter in western Europe, Great Britain
has thus far failed to discover an out-
let for German ambitions which would
not at the same time menace the pre-
carious balance of power.

It is gratifying to encounter an English
commentary upon this dilemma which
does not smugly shift the entire blame
upon Herr Hitler. Mr. Kennedy, formerly
assistant foreign editor of The Times, has
carefully appraised the post-war sequence
of events in an intelligent effort to find a
practical basis for agreement. His con-
tribution lies not in the collection of
original data, for little is added to the
more elaborate studies already available,
but rather in his refreshingly impartial

THE destiny of Germany, which suc-
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approach to German demands. The in-
creasing intransigence of Hitler, he finds,
is due in part to the character of the Nazi
movement and its leader, and in part to
the ineptitudes of British diplomacy,
especially in the hands of Sir John Simon,
whose grievous inadequacy at the Foreign
Office is sharply criticized. The failure to
distinguish between the legitimate and
illegitimate demands of Germany has
both aggravated the European discord
and humiliated Great Britain. On many
occasions the British failed, in the face of
French opposition, to satisfy the valid
claims of Briining and Hitler to equal
status respecting armaments. Submission
to the violation of the Locarno Treaty, on
the other hand, gave full reign to “gang~
sterism” in German policy. By thus wav-
ering between concession and coercion,
the British have strengthened Hitler
without safeguarding their own interests.

The unique contribution which Great
Britain can make, Mr. Kennedy believes,
lies in a settlement of the colonial ques-
tion, even though the economic reasoning
of Dr. Schacht may not be entirely valid.
Relinquishment of Sierra Leone, Gambia,
Togoland, and the Cameroons, in return
for German concessions on the subject of
propaganda, might effect a rapprochement
which would permit later negotiations on
disarmament and collective security. The
colonial olive branch should be offered,
however, in a mailed fist of rearmament.
If Hitler declines to accept a genuine
British offer of friendship, he should un-
derstand that further illegal action will
be met by force. Concession and coercion
are thus effectively combined into a single
policy. It is to be hoped that this sensible
book will be carefully studied at White-
hall, for it far exceeds the wisdom mani-
fested there in recent years.
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The Middle Ages

EUROPE, 300-1500. By James Westfall
Thompson and Edgar Nathaniel John-
son. New York: W. W. Norton & Com-~
pany. 1937. $5.50.

Reviewed by CRANE BRINTON

T is the fashion to bemoan the fact
that history has become professional
and academic, that Clio is no longer
served by a Gibbon, a Macaulay, or
a Parkman. However that may be, it
is certain that our manuals of history
for students and general readers are far
more interesting and appetizing than the
dreary, unillustrated digests of laws and
- lists of kings and battles which made
history so deservedly unpopular a sub-
ject with the schoolboy of yesterday. The
admirable and numerous illustrations in
this survey of medieval Europe by Pro-
fessors Thompson and Johnson ought to
make it palatable to the most confirmed
hater of old-style history. There is, how-
ever, plenty of the meat of solid fact in
their book; the dates are there, and the
Constitutions of Clarendon, and the
struggle between Papacy and Empire,
and all the rest. But there are also de-
tails of the life of the common people,
of architecture and sculpture, of monastic
life, of chivalry, and of literature which
our grandfathers had to seek in Sir Wal-
ter Scott. Professor Johnson has taken
as his base a survey Professor Thompson
wrote some years ago, modernized and
extended it, and made of it a thoroughly
satisfactory introduction to the study of
medieval Europe.

The Middle Ages are a particularly
testing period to write about. In spite
of the efforts of several generations of
trained scholars, anyone who tries to put
together the facts they have dug up is
bound to be affected by the ideas he has
formed of the period as a whole. There
are the ardent lovers of an age which
seems to them to have sought Beauty
and Truth without our materialistic
blindfold; and there are the equally ar-
dent haters of an age which seems to
them to have been cruel, superstitious,
unprogressive, and very unsanitary. Both
lovers and haters have written the his-
tory of the Middle Ages. Professors
Thompson and Johnson have almost
managed a balanced attitude, leaning
ever so slightly towards affection, as is
perhaps normal with men who have de-
voted their lives to a subject. But they
are almost as far from neo-Thomist en-
thusiasm as they are from the kind of
systematic depreciation evident in the
work of men like Mr. Coulton or Mr.
Harry Elmer Barnes. They weave their
“new” history—social, economic, intellec-
tual—in very well with the old political
and institutional history. They are aware
of the importance of Byzantium and of
the fact that the German “Drang nach
Osten” was one of the major legacies of
the Middle Ages. Their history is there-
fore not, as so many even of quite recent
ones have been, hardly more than a his-
tory of France and England, with side
glances at the Crusades and the Holy
Roman Empire. It is a well-balanced,
readable, and thoroughly modern survey
of a difficult field.
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“I found a very complete pleasure in this
large and vivid story.”—Christopher Morley.
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never wroteanotherword
he could well be content
to rest his reputation on
this magnificent book in
which he tells the story
of the great South Afri-
can trek, THEY SEEK A
COUNTRY. It is not only
far and away the best
work he himself has done.
It is, without question,
one of the most humane,
most poised and most
finely imaginative novels
ever penned.””= New York
Times Book Review.
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