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The New Books

Belles Lettres

ESSAYS IN AUSTRALIAN FICTION.
By M. Barnard Eldershaw. Melbourne:
Melbourne University Press. 1938.

“M. Barnard Eldershaw” is two persons
—Marjorie Barnard Eldershaw and Flora
S. Eldershaw. In “Essays in Australian
Fiction” they deal with eight writers who
have helped their country out of “the
dark ages of a few years ago.” Colonial
and even empire boundaries have already
been crossed by Henry Handel Richard-
son and Katherine Prichard. A new book
by Christina Stead is international news.
Dawn is at hand in Australia. Yet the
strength of the new writers lies largely
in their memory of bleak yesterdays and
their recognition of present problems in
bush, paddock, and settlement. Their
comfort is bravely found in the “unex-
ploited charm of work” and the sober
beauty of the land.

The Eldershaws book is generous-
toned but sane—a testament perhaps, but
no panegyric. Its method is not scientific.
Readers who must have statistics with
their criticism will be puzzled by the quiet
affirmations here set down. The authors’
fine intuitions are carried by bold, figura-
tive language which sometimes stumbles
into awkwardness but more often pro-
ceeds swiftly to its objective. Critics
prone to put too much trust in formal
scholarly apparatus might well learn a
lesson from these self-reliant writers.

A. C.

Fiction
THE DOOMSDAY MEN. By J. B. Priest~
ley. Harpers, 1938. $2.50.

This tale of adventure in the Mohave
Desert was perhaps designed to enable
Priestley to charge off some of his travel-
ing expenses from his taxable income. An
air of mild amiability suffuses it, even
though it includes a murder and a kid-
napping, and centers around the plan of
a mad scientist to blow up the world;
Priestley writes with such pleasure of
homely good people that it is hard to be-
lieve him when he deals with the wicked
and bizarre. But it is easy summer read-
ing, with some discerning and amusing
comments on Los Angeles, and descrip-
tions of Southwestern scenery that com-
municate the author’s excitement to the

reader.
E.D.

THE MAN FROM COOK’S. By Polan
Banks. Lee Furman. 1938, $2.50.

Polan Banks has written several mid-
dling historical novels, but the latest of
them, based upon the life of Thomas
Cook and his travel agency during the
years 1848-98, is impressive neither as
history nor romance. Cook was a temper-
ance zealot and an altruist who saw his
business as a missionary enterprise for
the promotion of international under-
standing, but his son John, dubbed by
Kipling “the man with the iron mouth,”
saw in it only a means to personal power.
The narrator, Chris, was John’s best
friend, for they had grown up together

with the common ambition of travel.
Chris’s first big job was as agent for the
firm in the Paris office, where he fell in
love with the lady Diana, a wealthy, mer-
cenary wench who regarded him merely
as “the man from Cook’s,” but Chris stuck
by her when they were trapped during
the ghastly siege of the Franco-Prussian
war.

Paris was starving; rats and elephants
from the zoo were eaten. It was all pretty
romantic to Chris until his spoiled darling
betrayed him and the Cook relief train
arrived with the news that because of
his infatuation he had lost his job. When
he regained it twelve years later, John
sent him as Special Agent to Egypt.
Gordon was then being besieged at
Khartoum, the Nile was Cook’s chief
travel route, and on it floated—by one
of the many coincidences in the life of
the hero; he called it Fate—the step-
daughter Vicky of the lost Diana. Cook’s
was empowered to transport the abortive
relief expedition of the British, but Chris
would have none of it, for his life was
to be a typical MGM desert romance from
that time on. The formula rarely varies:
the heroine is captured by wild tribes-
men, the hero pursues her in disguise,
and blood stains the sand that had
warmed the lovers’ hearts but a while
ago. The author seems to have run shy
of dramatic material on Thomas Cook and
Son, and so padded his book gratuitously.
His scenes of siege are excellent and his
portraits good, but they scarcely build to
a novel.

H.D.

LET X EQUAL MARJORIE. By Edward
Hope. Macrae-Smith. 1938. $2.

Jimmy Hawtrey’s father left him a for-
tune and directed that $12,000 a year be
paid to a girl Jimmy had never seen.
Then the depression removed the fortune
except for $12,000 a year.

Because he wants to marry the woman
he thinks he loves, Jimmy pursues his
unknown dependent to the Riviera in the
hope that she can spare him some of his
own income. Complications are born of
complications until Jimmy finds that his
true love and his income are both en-
joyed by the same person.

This is light fiction without pretenses
and, if you don’t mind nondescript char~
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acters, enjoyable. The idea for the story
is a trifle better than the treatment it
gets, but the dialogue is consistently good
and sometimes witty. When the dialogue
lapses into dialect, however, it suffers.
M. S.

SECRET INFORMATION. By Robert
Hichens. Doubleday, Doran. 1938. $2.50.

Those who still think of Robert
Hichens as a purveyor of lush romance
in tropical settings may be surprised to
find that his new book has no heroine,—
indeed no women characters of any im-
portance. The story is concerned with an
Anglican residentiary Canon in a cathe-
dral town who has a locked cupboard full
of “rare and curious” books. One day in
a sermon he incautiously quotes from
Frank Harris; a shrewd lawyer happens
to be in his congregation, recognizes the
passage, and decides to amuse himself by
probing the matter. Next the clergyman’s
butler stumbles on his master’s secret,
and the poor Canon has a hard time of it
before he gets rid of his erotic books and
squares his conscience. This plot is
scarcely more than an anecdote taken by
itself, but Mr. Hichens spins it out with
astonishing virtuosity until in the end the
Canon’s dilemma takes on real ethical
importance. Always an accomplished
story-teller, the author gives us a stimu-
lating initial situation, a dry but pene-
trating study of a man’s divided nature,
and an unexpectedly thought-provoking
climax in the final interview between the
Canon and his tormentor. The whole is
one of the best products of this veteran
novelist’s later years. And lovers of his
“Bella Donna” manner will be relieved
to hear that he does manage to work in
a camel or two at the end.

T. P, Jr.

BOOK OF KINGS. By Philip Freund.
Pilgrim House. 1938. $2.50.

It would be neither fair nor accurate
to say, “just another family chronicle,”
for there is no reason why family chron-
icles couldn’t be published one every
week, with quality and interest in every
one. This particular chronicle happens to
be on the dull side, because Mr. Freund
wrote it that way. The Lauers and the
Zoltans might have been an engrossing
set of characters if he had been more en-
grossed with them, jumped in and either
released their emotions or communicated
some of his own to the story. Since he
did neither, and since we cannot gener-
ate interest without some sort of stimulus,

Advertisement? You bet—And a damned good one!

The Criminal Record

The Saturday Review’s Guide to Detective Fiction

Title and Author

THE BEAST MUST
DIE
Nicholas Blake
(C. Day Lewis)
(Harpers: $2.)

hog.

Crime, Place, Sleuth Summing Up ‘ Verdict
Crime novelist Felix |[Extremely ingenious| Don't
Lane plots murder as |plotting, with Felix | miss it

revenge on hit-&-run |Lane’s diary leading
driver, but it takes Ni-
gel Strangeways to dis-
cover who really killed
Gloucestershireroad -

reader by the nose,
provides double sur-
prise in excellent su-
per-literate baffler.

|
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the results are dubious. There is a long,
disconnected series of incidents in the
family’s history, with little apparent sig-
nificance anywhere. Mr. Freund has writ-
ten two other books that were well
received, according to the dust jacket.
This one, then, gives little indication of
his capacities.
N. L. R.

Miscellaneous

EACH DAWN I DIE. By Jerome Odlum.
Bobbs-Merrill. 1938. $2.

THE BIG HOUSE OF MYSTERY. By
Patrick H. Weeks, M.D. Dorrance & Co.
1938. $2.

The author of the first of these books,
a Minneapolis newspaperman, was prob-
ably not primarily interested in adding
to the public’'s knowledge of prisons.
His novel is the story of a reporter who
was framed up by a political ring he
had exposed, was sent to prison, and fi-
nally was exonerated and released after
a series of hair-raising experiences. The
novel has at least two good points: the
leading characters talk like real prisoners
and there is an occasional bit of descrip-
tion or action that is good reporting of
authentic prison stuff.

But what Reporter Odlum has the
hero, Reporter Ross, go through should
have been printed on celluloid instead of
wood-pulp. Only in the prison movies
should the hero have all the experiences
that anyone ever had, the heroine be
so steadfast, the warden so brutal, the
guards so sadistic, the “rats” so cunning
and so ubiquitous, and the long arm of
coincidence so certain to reach out and
snatch the bandage from the eyes of Blind
Justice. Hollywood might well be inter-
ested, for here is a script for another thin,
super-claptrap prison movie.

Dr. Weeks’ book, “The Big House of
Mystery,” is based on his experiences as
physician and psychiatrist of the Indiana
State Prison during the past eighteen
years. It will be a great disappointment to
sociologists and to prison officials and can
satisfy only the most uninformed general
reader. The book consists of a series of
loosely joined stories about individual
prisoners, many of them uninteresting or
discussed without bringing out any infor-
mation of value. Giving the text what-
ever thread of continuity it has are
chapters on drug addiction, murder and
capital punishment, sex offenders, and so
on. These subjects are dealt with super-
ficially and the chapters are sophomoric
in style. The references to capital pun-
ishment are cautious in the extreme:
in the final two paragraphs on this sub-
ject every sentence contains some such
weak words as “perhaps,” “possibly,”
“theoretically,” “may be,” “may have,”
and “‘seems.”

The authors can, if they wish, comfort
themselves with the thought that very
few really good books have ever been
written about prisons. The dramatic qual-
ity of prison life causes some authors to
overwrite, while others write sloppily
in the belief that the public will gob-
ble up anything about prisons. Even
“The Ballad of Reading Gaol” has its
weak spots.

A. H. MacC.

The Saturday Review
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PERSONALS

ADVERTISEMENTS will be accepted in this
column for things wanted or unwanted; personal
services to let or required; literary or publish-
ing offers mot eastly <1asstﬁed elsewhere; mis-
cellancous items appealing to a sclect and intel-
ligent clientdle; exchange and barter of literary

property  or literar v services; Jjobs wanted,
houses or camps for wrent, tutor ing, trat eIImu
companions, ideas for sale; communications of

a decorous nature,

2 t m[ncwmnr of optnion (Hwm-
ited to fifty lmm/

Al advertisements must be
consonant with the purposes and character of
The Saturday Rewview. Rates 7 cents per word,
including signature. Count two additional words
for Box and Number. Payment in full must be
recetved ten dayvs in advance of publication.
Address Personal Dept., Saturday Review, 235
West 45th Street, New York City.

SILVERMINE TAVERN & GALLERIES—
THE OLD MILL—An old-time country i~n At
the water’s edge—outdoor dining terraces. Book-
let. T\'orvmlk Conn. Tel. 8%,

LITERARY OUTLANDERS who do not wish
to lose sight of the earth and of grass and of
trees while in New York City will enjoy the
Hotel Standish Hall. It is ideally placed "adja-
cent to Central Park, and overlooks the snacious

grounds of the American Museum of Natural
History. You can get several rooms for what
you would pay for one at many a mid-town
caravansary. Accommodations for the person
who mnst be in New York for a considerable
time. Newly-furnished and decorated =ui‘es—
living room, bhedroom, bath. and pantry or
i $145 a month. Kitch-
enettes have refrigerators and gas stoves for

those who wish to practice their
But the hotel has an excellent
Please identify vourcelf as an SRI. render when
writing. Harry A. Day, Man=ger, Hotel Standish
Hall, 45 W. 81st St. New York City.

Incal cookery.
dinirg  reom.

“GREEN SHADOWS,”
delightful place for a
REE{S(?]IRI?IC rates.

Old Lyme, Conn. A

vacation, Good  iood.

THE ANCHORAGE. Yarmouthport, Cape Cod,
Mass. Accessible to Dbeach. goli, Cape Play
House. Dine in garden or before wood fires.
Guest House.

TO LIVE AT KILOMETRE KNOLL is good

for body ard for soul; The food and talk are
good and plenty. The week!ly charge is five and
twenty; Ridgefield, Connecticut +he station,

Eight hundred feet the elevation,
Franklin or her
inquire.

Miss \['ns:(net
sire. Wil tell yvou more if you

“MIRAMAR”:
Tpswich, Mass.
delight. heach,
Tel. 199-M.

The picturesque, in quaint old
Artists” mecca, honeymooners’
drives, golf. $2 night, breakiast.

SMITH ’34, art major, desiring winter graduate
work, Woulrl he tutor, secretary, companion,
exchange hed, bhoard, free afternoons, thirty
month. \'icinity Columbia University or Bocton
School Museum. References, Interview Sep-
tember. Box 15, Savannah Georgia.

A REAL FARM--withont farmers. A metro-
politan_couple who have found peace and com-
tort offer old-time hospitality to a few amiable
people of Christian antecedents. Dutch home-
stead replete with heirlooms, yet thoroughly
modernized, situated in the foothills on a quiet
by-road. Swimming, badminton, picnics with
genial care-free companions, $21.00 weekly. Cot-
tage $25.00 per person. Mention dates, The
Farm on the Iill, R, R. 3, Kingston, N. Y.

AN EDUCATED, traveled,
trained woman, mv'dd]e. forties,
sition companion. Perdita.

professionally
would like po-

WRITER WANTS SECRETARY, traveling
companion; lady, not over 28; attractive, con-
genial, capable stenographer-typist; unmerried
(no divorcees); refined, cultured, intelligent,
efficient, accurate, reliable; in perfect health;
unencumbered, free to travel anywhere; no
smoking ; high-class work; high-class applicants,
wide-awakes with good references desired ; good
remuneration ; unusual opportunities ; write full
details; send snapshot. Lucille Nicholson Bu-
reau, Box 273, thocton Ohio.

SECRETARY— ‘;tenngraphel College, 10 years

experience, desires pnsnmn Art or literary field
preferred. Box S44-

RUSSIAN WOMAN, Christian, American citi-
zen, with mastery of French, Russian, and E»g-
lish, M.A. in European mediaeval litevature and
history, wishes research work or teqchmg
Highly recommended by Stanford professors,
Box 845-C

{

TO RENT.

Apartment of eight rooms, twa
baths,

elevator, electrical refrigeration. Three
exposures. Rooms well laid out, long hall elimi-
nated. English model. Charming hone for ap-
preciative people, mwstly collegiate. Quiet ai-
mosphere. Large wall spaces suitable tor books
and Colonial furniture. On the heights, near
Celumbia University. $160.00. 411 West 114t
Street, Apt. 6-C, New York City.

NOTICE TO TEACHERS: RUGGLES
FOUNDATION, 262 South Prospect Street,
Burlington, Vermont. Near University of Ver-
mont, overlooking Lake Champlain, the Green
and Adirondack Mountains, Residence for Re-
tired Women Teachers of refitemen:. All com-
forts of modern homes., Peunanent residents
preferred. Endowment makes moderate rates
possible. References required. Further informa-

tion furnished on request.

QUTSTANDING scholastic (PBK), extracur-
ricular record Eastern college. Rhodes scholar-
ship candidacy, prep school hackground. seem
almost valueless in routine job-hunting. Does
anyone, anvwhere, need a promising young fel-
low? Box 847-C

EDITOR, female, late thirties, wants
nent and reasonably lucrative positinn.
ence (§ vears) chiefly scientific

Capable executive. Box S4%.C.

perma-
Experi-
and technical.

COMPANION or tutor—Ilrnguages. College
woman, M.AL University of Chicago, Phi Betx
Kappa. Ten years foreign rezidence. Or would
manage household. Can drive any car. Experi-
ence. Refereuces. Box S44.C.

INDEPENDENCE OF THE COUNTRY; ad

vantages of the city; fine large home "n(l
at r)uud\ Omaha, Nebraska; magnificent view
AS ouri River and lLowa bluffs. For sale. Box
IMMEDIATE BARGAIN SALE. Delightful
all-yvear log cottage—real writer's retreat—com-
pletelv furnishel in canary ard peacock, near
heauriful irn on Irke, foothills, ninety miles

from New York. High, bracirg climate. Trees.

Attractive re‘ghbors. Gas, electricity, modern

bhath, fireplace, stoves. heatolators, Pullman heds.

Fraction of value. Smoll down payment. Very
- terms, Phone WAdsworth 7-C847 immedi-

WANT TO PURCHASE gift shop

bhut within reach of New York; will

partnership; or like to Ferr from anyone simi-

larly interested. Box 836-C,

GENTLEMAN wzll connrected socially to so-
licit publishers in New York Area for promi-
nent mid-town club, with reference to luncheons,
hanquets, cocktail parties. Roof top location.
Box 855-C.

WAHINE SIMPLE-LIFER, 37,
ing on Pacific 1~le
spond? Box 834-C

) 7, happy garden-
Will intelligent man corre-

STIMULATING LETTERS offered by cul-
tured, personable woman, 435, to gentleman,
30-64), seeking intellectual companionship. Box
&53-C.

WILL SOME gallant youth around sixty write
a lonely business woman? West Wind.

FOR SALE: Small hookshop in New England.
Box 851-C.
WRITING WIFE of jobless

like work m editorial office or
Box 85

architect w ould
what have you?

SINGLE ROOM f{urnished, also two connect-
ing rooms to be let to reliable persons seeking
quiet clean quarters in well ordered household.
Phone CHelsea 3-G886.

STARLIT LODGE in the Poconos, Cresco.
Penna., offers a restful vacation with quiet cul-

tured people and a beautiful mountain view.
Altitude 1,2€0 feet. Moderate rates. Christian
patronage. Folder on request.

TWO BIBLIOPHILES (feminine) New York,
one on Saturday Review, want to sublet small
apartment from Septembel 1. They can’t afford
ligh rental, but will keep vyour books dusted
and the ivy green. Box S57-C.

i
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TYPING. Experienced:
hooks, Shoemaker, 422 E.

FOR SALE, Village property and farms in
Sputhern Vermont near Manchester and Dorset.
Pawlet, Vt.

manuscript,
50th St. Clrcle 7-1

N. S, Hannum,

CLASSIFIED

ADUERTISING RATES for this Classified De-

Fartnient are as follows: For twenty or more
consccutive insertions for any copy, minimum

cloe weords, 6 cents a word cach inscrtion;
Ffor any less number of insertions, 8§ cents «
word  each insertion. Copy max. be changed
coery week, The forms close Friday morning,
cight days before publication date, Address

Liepartment E. W., The Saturday Review of Lit-

cratiere, 25 West ~htlz Street, New York City,
tel~throne BRyant 9-0896.

FIRST EDITIONS
FIRST EDITTONS, WINE PRFSS. CATA.
T.OGUES. PHTLY? DUSCHNESS, 507 Fifth
Avenue, New York.

OUT-OF. PRINT
OIVT—O"‘-”RI\'T }wm)k: p}(\wnf}_\f svnplied. \v:

tirmal  Bihliophile Service, 321 Fifth Averue.
New York.
OLD & OUT-OF-PRINT bnoke cesrched for

#nd reported without charge. Good horke haoht
in eny cmantity., C. L. Pyeteil, 860 West 181st
Street, N. Y.

BARGAIN OFFERS

20(7 SCH IYLTP S SEMI-ANNUAL Q\LE
/0 DISCOUNT FOR (CASH
BOOKS ON ALI SU B]F(‘TQ
CATALOGUE MAILED FREE.
SCHULTE'S BOOKSTORE. INC.
&0 Fourth Avenue (Tenth Street).

FOREIGN

FRENCH BOOKS OF ALL FRENCH PUR-
LISHERS. Largest assortment. Catalogtue 20c
(stamps). FRENCH BOOK COMPAXNY. 556
Madison _ Avenue, New York’s LARGEST
French Bookshop.

LITERARY SERVICES
MATHILDE WEIL, LITERARY AGENT.

Books, stories, articles and verse criticized and
marketed. Play and scenario departments. THE
WRITERS” WORKSHOP, Tnc.,, General Elec-
tric Building, 570 Lexington Avenue, New York.

PROFESSIONAL editors offer specific critical
help, editing all manuscripts. Letitia S. Pendle-
ton, Maria IT.each, 17 East 9Gth Street, N. Y.

COMPLETE MANUSCRIPT PILACEMENT
service—Stories, Books, Novels sold. Editorially
recogmzed in p]acemem of fiction and non-fic-
tion. Highly recommended criticism, editing, re-
viston for publication. Information on reaitest.
New authnrs assisted. LAURENCE ROBERTS,
LITERARY AGENT, 47 West 42nd Street,
New York.

EDITING. REVISTON,
COLLABORATION. Stories, =articles, theses,
hooks, Excellent credentials. MARY DOUG-
S. GOO W. 113th Street, New York. UNiver-

GHOST-WRITING,

STORIES, MANUSCRIPTS, VERSE, BOOKS
criticized. revised., marketed. No read‘ng charge.
Send MSS. New writers helped. MARANATHA
BUTLDERS. 156 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. C.

BOOK PLATES
LARGE ASSORTMENT to choose from.

bum loaned, 10c. The Bookplaters,
Springs, Ohio,

Al-
Yellow

ATUTOBIOGRAPHIC
colors, free samples.
York.

BOOKPLATES,
Apex, 217 Tth Ave,

two
New

BACK NUMBERS

BACK NUMBERS OF MAGAZINES at Abra-
ham’s Bookstore, 141 Fourth Avenue, N. Y.

GENERAL
BOOKS EXCHANGED. A postal brings de-
tails. R, H. laas, 299 Madison Avenue, New
York City.
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By ELIZABETH S. KINGSLEY
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DIRECTIONS

To solve this puzzle,
you must guess twen-
ty-five words, the
definitions of which
are given in the col-
umn_headed DEFINI-
TIONS. The letters
in each word to be
gquessed are numbered.
These numbers appear
under the dashes in
the column headed
WORDS. There is a
dash for each letter
in the required word.
The key letters in the
squares are for con-
venience, indicating to
which word in the
definitions each letter
in the diagram be-
longs. When you have
guessed a word, fill
it in on the dashes
then write each letter
in the correspondingly
numbered square on
the puzzle diagram.
When the squares are
all filled in you will
find (by reading from
left to right) a quo-
tation from a_ famous
author. Reading up
and down the letters
mean mnothing. The
black squares indi-

cate ends of words; |

therefore words do
not necessarily end at
the right side of the
diagram.

When the column

hecded WORDS is

filled in, the initial
letters svell the name
of the author and the
title of the piece from
which the quotation
has been taken. Au-
thority for spelling
ond definitions is
Webster’s New Inter-
nationnl Dictionary
(second edition).

The solution of
last week's Double-
Crostic will be
found on page 19

of this issue.
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DEFINITIONS

A. Rich, sweet, aromatic wine.

B. Angel of Death (Jew. and

Moham.).

C. King of Ostrogoths (4547-
526).

D. Formed of little mosaics.

E. Dweller.
F. Shelter closely.
G. Shake as a signal.

H. Cite as authority.

I. Jewish New Year (2 wds.).

J. Quality of being fresh.

K. Like a simpleton.

L. Eighteenth century English

china.
M. Individually distinct.

N. Vex, disturb.

138 1 107100 9 110 40

121 61 112 32

0. Novel by Charlotte Bronté, | — — — —

P. Perverse.

Q. Character in “Twelfth!*__—_.ﬂ.___,__

Night.”
R. Full of jollity.

171 11 97 31 119 82 156 75

4 147 47 90 99 163 79 10

S. English diarist (1620-1706). \ ————

T. Prices fixed according to

73 53 66 161 116 57

standard. 137 5 152 29 84
U. Author, of “Methodus Fluxi- | — — —
onum.’ 6 167 45 130 151 80

V. Assimilate.

W. Gallop and triumph (Lewis

Carroll)

X. Famous ship of Colonial

times (2 wds.).

Y. Author of “Jerusalem De-| — —-———

livered.”

| 118 44 71 160 23



