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#*-The Windsor Tapestry

BY COMPTON MACKENZIE. The Heritage, Life
and Abdication of H.R.H., The Duke of Windsor,
K.G. The most controversial book of modern times.
“Ought to make Baldwin cringe.” — Haerry Hansen.

$3.75

Tales of a Wayward Inn %

BY FRANK CASE. The story of the famous Algon-
quin Hotel and its celebrities, told by its owner-
manager. “A joyously entertaining book.”— N, Y.
Times. Illustrated. $3.00

% Queen Victoria’s Mr. Brown

BY E. E. P. TISDALL. The biography of the as-

tonishing Highland gillie who for thirty years bossed
the great Queen and made her like it. “Wholly de-
lightful.” — N, Y. Times. Hlustrated. $3.00

Challenge to the Reader *

BY ELLERY QUEEN. 25 detective stories by famous
writers, but with the sleuths disguised. Spot your
favorites! “At once a clever stunt book and an an-
thology of stories too good to be forgotten.”—N. Y.
Times. $2.50

% The Start of the Road

BY JOHN ERSKINE. “Brilliant novel about Walt

Whitman — easily John Erskine’s most interesting

and important novel to date.” — N. Y, Times. “The
sort of novel you will read and remember.” — Boston
Herald. $2.50

At all bookstores

F. A. STOKES CO., 443 FOURTH AVE., NEW YORK

The Saturday Review
First World War

THROUGH THE FOG OF WAR. By Lid-
dell Hart. New York: Random House.
1938. $2.50.

Reviewed by Lr.-CoL. DONALD ARMSTRONG

T first glance this survey of the
World War appears to be an in-
congruous medley of history and

biography with an examination of cer-
tain personal memoirs and detailed con-
siderations of a few campaigns and epi-
sodes. Nevertheless it achieves unity in
its constant search for truth. It extends
the boundaries and enlarges the horizons
of military history by exploring the souls
of leaders against a background provided
by an unusually successful condensation
of the story of the World War. In Haig
Captain Hart finds the “quintessence of
pre-war Britain.” His admirable qualities
of character and his innate intelligence
were unfortunately hampered by his edu-
cation and environment, Foch never un-
derstood the growing power of defense
over attack. He constantly underestimated
the material factor of armament and put
his predominant faith in moral power. “As
a conductor of war he only rivaled Napo-
leon in the qualities which brought Napo-
leon to St. Helena. As a commander of
armies he rivaled Napoleon in will, but
not in art.” Of Joffre he writes, “heavy
in body and intellect, he was obviously
no Cassius.” Ludendorf “is an outstand-
ing lesson in the dangers of the expert
who has so concentrated on his own de-
partment that he is unable to see the
part in relation to the whole. He pro-
claimed the doctrine of national war
while regarding it as merely a super-size
soldiers’ war.” His comments on Generals
Pershing and March are not always flat-
tering, but his views are usually sup-
ported by citation of chapter and verse
from their writings.

Liddell Hart is frequently blamed for
advocating an exclusively defensive pol-
icy and for apparently assuming that bat-
tles can be fought without risk to human
life or that wars can be won without bat-
tles. Such distortion of his teachings is
absurd. This book makes clearer than
ever his conception of war., For Britain
itself, policy should be based on applying
economic pressure through sea power.
For the success of an offensive the vital
quality is surprise. Above all the most
effective form of warfare is the defensive-
offensive. This plan allows the enemy to
exhaust himself in a fruitless assault and
then launches a counterstroke against his
worn out forces. Examine our Civil War
if you want confirmation of the sound-
ness of these views. Or go back two thou-
sand years to Caesar’s strategy and learn
that his success was based on these same
concepts.

The professional soldier sometimes
finds Captain Hart’s medicine extremely
bitter to swallow, but it is salutary for
him as well as for the layman. For the
will to victory is essential for winning a
war, but the spirit of sacrifice must be
backed by adequate armaments and
above all by intelligent leadership. This
leadership will be sounder if the lessons
of this book, which is deeply sincere,
brilliantly written, and most convincing,
are acknowledged.
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BEST SELLING NOVELS BY

More than an expos 5] Frances

N unsparing analysis of the owners of the leading Parkinson Ke)/es

American newspapers, their personalities, policies

and practices. “It’s as sensational and more frightening parts

than America’s Sixty Families,’ says Virginia Kirkus. If

you believe what appears in print, or distrust what does, ' I k
you owe it to yourself to read this challenging and ex- n nown

citing book. SECOND PRINTING! This story of the men and women
® “He has rendered a great public service.”—Jobhn Dewey. of the Foreign Service who rep-
® "It is a grand job."—Charles A, Beard resent the United States abroad,
® “By all means read it!”"—Walter Winchell has gone into its fourth large

® “Absorbing reading.”—Saturday Review of Literature printing. “Compels interest . . .

of-the-M . 416 pp. indexed, $3.00 rich and vivid.”—Boston Herald.
Recommended by Book-of-the-Month Club pp- indexed, $3 Recommended by the Book-of-

Lords of the Press | onor st

A novel that goes on and on winning

BY GEORGE SELDES friends because one reader tells an-

other what an amazing story it is.
Author of YOU CAN'T PRINT THAT! and SAWDUST CAESAR Nouw in its 8th large printing!  $2.30

The Biography of a Saint
Written in
Heaven

The life of the Little Flower
of Lisieux. Recommended by
the Catholic Book Club and
with the imprimatur of Car-
dinal Hayes. Illustrated, an
exquisite gift book. $2.00

Little
Dog Lost

by Tiffany
Thayer
A strange new kind of novel
by the author of Thirteen Men.
““There is a wealth of sparkle
in it. But behind the buffoon-
ery lies the most contemplative,
and bitterly satirical of his
works.”'—Houston Press, $2.50

The Book

of Time
by Gerald Lynton

Kaufman
This book might well have
been called Time for the Mil-
lion or Time The Unknown.
It is a simple presentation, for

A really burning, vital book...” e el o o

by David Seabury

THE ART OF SELFISHNESS

If you are sacrificing yourself to satisfy the peevish
demands of some petty partner, mate or parent you
need this book. 2nd Printing! 305 pages, $2.50

HOW TO GET THINGS DONE

Written with Alfred Ubler. A technique of accomplish-
ment that will increase your effectiveness in business
as well as at home. 2nd Printing! $2.00
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for Boys and Girls

ALL ABOUT SUBWAYS

By GROFF CONKLIN From blue prints to running
trains. With 200 pictures. $2.50, 11 years and up

JASPER, The Gypsy Dog
By CHESLEY KAHMANN. A long-eared dog bounces,

mysteriously, into a gypsy camp. Illustrated by Kurt Wiese.
$1.50. 6 years and up

The Story of EARTHQUAKES & VOLCANOES
By GAYLORD JOHNSON. *‘He has a knack of bring-

ing vast matters within the comprehension of a child.’ —
N. Y Herald Tribune. [Illusirated, $2.00. 10 years and up

SHIVER, The Scaredest Dog in Town

By MARY THOMPSON  Shiver was afraid but he won
a prize at the Kips Bay Boys' Club pet show anyway' Illus-
trated by Emery Gondor $1 50 7 years and up

of Time. $3.00
—BASIL DE SELINCOURT
HIS IS a study of the twelve prophetic men, all heroes of thought, By the author of SWIFT WATERS
who are responsible for creating, out of the homespun mediaeval
world, the sleek new world in which we live. These men are: Shakes- I W aS
peare, Chaucer, Montaigne, Cromwell, Milton, Wordsworth, Rous- o
seaun, Marx, Goethe, Godwin, Shelley, Morris, “He offers something Chrlstabel
of great value and urgency to our generation.’“London Times."A v e
thrilling book full of rich insights into the meaning of European b}l Cbrlstlne
civilization.”—Reinbold Niebubr. 368 pages, $3.75

sz'tz'ng Parmenter

The adventures of Christabel and her
family have the quality of Little Wom-
en and Little Men. ‘A tonic for a
crowded age.”’—Rochester Democrat-

Chronicle, $2.00
BY JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY JULIAN MESSNER, INC.
Author of SHAKESPEARE, SON OF WOMAN 8 WEST 40 STREET NEW YORK
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BY THE
AUTHOR

‘ OF
'3 144
BAMBI
FELIX
SALTEN

ILLUSTRATED
$2.50

- ™

Midway in My Song
By LOTTE LEHMANN

A famous singer tells her story “with skill, charm and springlike fresh-

ness.” — N, Y. Times. “One of the events of the year.” — Saturday
Review. Illustrated. $3.00

The Life of Andrew Jackson
By MARQUIS JAMES
Every American family should own this handsome edition of one of the

most vivid sagas in all American biography, praised by every critic, and
honored with the 1938 Pulitzer Prize. 1,000 pages. 70 illustrations. $5.00

The Romance

of Human Progress
By ARTHUR STANLEY RIGGS

Archeology presented in a new and revealing way by a man who brings

dusty scientific discoveries magically to life. A big, sumptuous book,

packed with human interest; good reading for all ages. 125 pictures.
$5.00

Mystery in White
By JEFFERSON FARJEON

The murder mystery that happens on Christmas Eve, by the author
whom DOROTHY SAYERS asserts is “quite unsurpassed for creepy skill in
mysterious adventures.” $2.00

NEW YORK * BOBBS-MERRILL ¢ INDIANAPOLIS

The Saturday Review

An Irish Democrat

KING OF THE BEGGARS. By Sedin
O’Faoldin. New York: The Viking
Press. 1938, $3.50.

Reviewed by ErnesT Boyp

S one rightfully expected, if any
Irish Catholic of Mr. O’Faoliin’s
generation ever wrote a life of

Daniel O’Connell, it would differ sharply
from its predecessors. O’Connell, ‘“the
Liberathor,” owes his chief claim to fame
to his advocacy of the movement which
culminated in the Emancipation of the
Catholics in Ireland in 1829. It is charac-
teristic of this volume that, while the agi-
tation for Emancipation runs through
some two hundred and forty of its more
than three hundred pages, the reader who
consults the index in the hope of finding
out when the Bill was passed will see no
reference to “Catholic Emancipation,” and
the passing of the Bill itself is mentioned
rather casually and without the precision
of the conventional historian as to dates.
Mr. O’Faolain has preferred to present
O’Connell as the founder of modern Irish
democracy and to regard Catholic Eman-
cipation as an incidental part of the whole
process of emancipating modern Ireland.
So much sentiment has been expended on
the old Gaelic order in Ireland, which
ended finally with the defeat of James II
at the Battle of the Boyne and the Siege
of Limerick, that Mr. O’Faoldin’s realis-
tic summary of the fruits of that Gaelic
civilization and especially of the litera-
ture in its last phase, will provoke certain
sentimentalists.

Although Mr. O’Facldin presents
O’Connell as the protagonist in the drama
of the rise of democracy in Ireland—
which has been essentially a struggle
against England and Protestantism—he
does not gloss over the defects of his hero,
which were many and often irreconcilable
with what other countries would define
as heroic or democratic. A lot of the his-
tory which is necessary to an under-
standing of this book is obscure or un-
known to most American readers. Yet,
there is one factor in O’Connell’s story
which they will easily grasp, one which
I might never have appreciated had I not
come to this country—or rather, to New
York. Mr. O’Faoldin says frankly “he was
a Tammany lawyer and a great patriot,”
that all his life “he twisted and dodged,
canted and recanted.” His money-making
abilities, his utter ruthlessness in argu-
ment, his personal physical courage, his
delight in manipulating mobs, his shifty,
tortuous, dishonest legal mind, his un-
scrupulous opportunism, made of him a
super-Tammany man, or a Tammany su-
perman. Had he come here after the
Famine, as half the population did, he
would assuredly have found an honored
place in the Wigwam and merit a chap-
ter like that consecrated to Tweed in
Bryce’s “American Commonwealth.”

Mr. O’Faoliin, as I have said, does not
spare O’Connell, but regards his faults
as the result of circumstances and as re-
deemed by what he accomplished. It is a
sign of the new times that so distinguished
a figure of the new generation of Irish
writers should make him the subject of
one of the finest Irish biographies, packed
with learning and information.



