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VARDIS 

FISHER'S 
CHILDREN OF 
GOD Harper Prize Novel. 
The romance of the Mormon 
trek. $3.00 
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JOHN 

GUNTHER'S 
n INSIDE ASIA 

D INSIDE EUROPE 
The twin best sellers that provide the 
key to world events. Each, $3.50 
JAMES 

THURBER'S 
D THE LAST FLOWER 

A Parable in Pictures. "Magnificent." 
—Boston Globe. $2.00 

ROBB 

WHITE'S 
n IN PRIVATEER'S BAY 

An adventure m living. How two 
people bought a Caribbean island for 
$60. Illustrated. $3.00 

HULBERT 

FOOTNER'S 
D CHARLES' GIFT 

The delightful story of a Colomal 
Maryland house. Illustrated. $3.00 

MONICA 

DICKENS 

Writing on the Wall 

n ONE PAIR OF HANDS 
The adventures, as a cook, of Charles 
Dickens' great granddaughter. A 
Harper "FIND." $2.50 

PRfESTLEY'S 
D RAIN UPON GODS HILL 

A new volume of autobiography by 
the author of Midnight on the Desert. 

$3.00 
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LOUIS 

BROMFIELD'S 
IT TAKES ALL 
KINDS A fiction panor­
ama of life today in one mam­
moth volume. 690 pages. $3.00 

ftaai'girgi'Bggi'i'yi'nm 

ENGLAND'S MONEY LORDS. By Si­
mon Haxey. New York: Harrison-
Hilton Books. 1939. 263 pp., with 
index. $2.50. 

Reviewed by GEORGE CATLIN 

THE thesis of this book is tha t 
"the Conservative Par ty is the po­
litical party of the very wealthy." 

I t retains its hold by a popular vote 
which it well knows how to produce 
from the British electorate; but it 
uses that hold to pack the House of 
Commons with rich men and their 
kin. The titled Conservatives and their 
near relatives, here called "the Cous-
inhood," hold nearly half the Con­
servative seats in the House of Com­
mons and rather less than half of 
the Cabinet posts. The Duke of Dev­
onshire alone, Under-Secretary for 
Dominions, has six close kinsmen in 
the Commons. Mr. Haxey calls our 
attention, as to a rare bird, to Sir 
Walter Womersley, as "the only Tory 
working man in Parliament." (I seem 
to recall Minister of Labor, "Corpo­
ral" Ernest Brown.) Mr. Haxey's ar­
gument, however, it should be noted, 
is not that the rich cousins of the 
feudal lords are in the House because 
these lords are titled, but that these 
lords are titled because their cousins 
are rich. Title is now a symbol of 
money-power. 

At the turn of the last century 
muckraking was a pursuit favored 
by Radicals in Britain, especially at 
the expense of the peerage. Mr. Lloyd 
George was Muckraker No. One. That 
the great family of the Duke of 
Northumberland were not indeed Per-
cies but Smithsons (as the Smithsonian 
Institute recalls) and the dubious ori­
gin of families sprung from Charles's 
mistresses, bearing arms with motto 
Amor, were facts seized on with es­
pecial delight. 

There is a risk of making wrong de­
ductions by the use of this technique. 
Mr. Harold Macmillan, M.P., figures 
top on Mr. Haxey's list of the kins­
men of clan Cavendish. I t so happens, 
however, that Mr. Macmillan, in re­
viewing a book of this writer's, was 
able to point out that he was far more 
optimistic about Russia and its fu­
ture policy than myself. I t is irrele­
vant that, on the subsequent record, 
I happened to be right. The significant 
thing is that Mr. Macmillan was more 
Russophil than a Laborite writer. 
This is not, of course, to say that, in 
these days of political theologies, the 
pressure to square every writing and 
statement with the party line is not 
immense. 

I t may also be questioned whether 
Mr. Haxey does not do a more im­
portant work by bringing out the sig­
nificance of personal relations in their 
bearings on the retention of power 
than in his more purely economic 
thesis. (Incidentally, he omits analy­
sis of the fortunes and influence of 

certainly exceedingly wealthy capital­
ists of the extreme Left—there are 
such). I recall a comment of Signor 
Mussolini's: "The economic interpre­
tation of history, it is not true. I was 
brought up as a Marxist. But let me 
illustrate. Signor Eden he dislikes me. 
And I—I dislike him. That is all there 
is to it. I t is not the economic inter­
pretation of history." There is no 
known method in political science of 
preventing politicians having "bud­
dies." 

With these reservations, Mr. Haxey 
has produced a book, not only honest 
and opportune, but valuable. As one 
surveys history one notes that, the 
grander the titles, not the more the 
wealth but the greater the inequali­
ties of wealth. Over against the prince­
ly Radziwills, recently assassinated, 
stands Polish poverty. Over against 
the Marquesses of Londonderry, not 
in fact bad landlords, stand the un­
employed Durham miners. I t is a sys­
tem that encourages diffidence, not 
confidence, in the common man. As a 
certain peer, Francis Bacon, Viscount 
Verulam, remarked: m o n e y , like 
muck, is best when spread. There is 
a legitimate style of snobbery of 
wealth as of ability, certainly not ab­
sent in Russia. There is much in a 
tradition of values. But the style de­
scribed by Mr. Haxey—of peers equal 
among themselves alone and of wealth 
that does not know how to spend with 
pnilanthropy—is assuredly due for 
liquidation. I t is unhealthy and near 
to the central sore of British lower-
middle-class snobbery and cheap val­
ues. Whether it will be liquidated by 
some version of the American demo­
cratic route or by the Nazi-Bolshevik 
route (potent combination unantici­
pated by Mr. Haxey) we do not yet 
know. I t is not clear that such per­
sons as Mr. Duff Cooper (high on Mr. 
Haxey's list) recognize that the issue 
exists, from which only the most liv­
ing sense of public duty and revitali-
zation by ability can extricate this 
aristocracy. Nevertheless, the issue is 
present and the writing on the wall. 
Not even fascism can or will save it. 
That is delusion. I t is the Cecils and 
Halifaxes, men of sincere public de­
votion—such as the Germans see as 
the source of British power in the 
"Gentlemantypus"—who a l o n e can 
save their order by transforming it 
from the level of ex-robbers of monas­
tic estates, due to be robbed by men 
tougher than themselves. Perhaps we 
should also add the most famous 
"cousin" of all, the Duke of Marlbor­
ough's Mr. Winston Churchill. 

George Catlin is a British economist 
who was formerly on the faculty of 
Cornell University. 

Cover Design 

The photograph on the cover of this 
issue by Robert Disraeli, shows a sec­
tion of Walden Pond in winter. 
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0/ 5/;/c^ Dickens has any other author 

j ^ written such desirable hooks for Christmas giving 
j y ^ There's a book in this list suitable for every person and every purse. Give them Chris-

IT̂  topher Morley's books and they will have a permanent addition to their literary treasures. 

If your par t i cu la r 
choice is not available 
at your bookseller's, 
ask him to send in a 
RUSH order. Delivery 
guaranteed on all or­
ders received before 
December 18th. 

KITTY FOYLE *2.S0 
LETTERS OF ASKANCE 2.50 
HISTORY OF A N A U T U M N . . 1.00 
MORLEY-S MACNUM 2.50 
EX LIBRIS 1.00 
THE TROJAN HORSE 2.50 
THE RAG-PICKER OF PARIS. T.OO 
TRAVELS IN PHILADELPHIA 2.50 
CHRISTOPHER MORLEY'S 

BRIEFCASE 1.00 
(Paper) 25 

PARNASSUS ON W H E E L S . . . 1.50 
THE HAUNTED BOOKSHOP. . 1.50 
WHERE THE BLUE BEGINS.. 1.50 
with Arthur Rackham Illustrations 1.95 

KATHLEEN 
PLEASED TO MEET YOU. . 
THUNDER ON THE LEFT. . 
HUMAN BEING 

. . 1.50 

. . 1.50 

. . 2.00 
. . 1.00 

HUMAN BEING(Special Edition) 2.50 
SWISS FAMILY MANHATTAN 2.00 
1 KNOW A SECRET 
FIFTH AVENUE BUS 
INTERNAL REVENUE 
STREAMLINES 
DON'T OPEN UNTIL 

CHRISTMAS 
ESSAYS 

. . 1.00 

. . 2.00 

. . 2.50 

. . 2.50 

. . 1.00 

. . 2.50 

PARSONS' PLEASURE 1.75 
POEMS 2.50 
THE BLUE AND THE GRAY. . 2.00 
ONE ACT PLAYS 1.75 
REHEARSAL (Paper) 50 
HASTA LA VISTA 2.00 
JOHN MISTLETOE 2.50 
MINCE PIE 2.00 
CHIMNEYSMOKE 1.75 
THE GOLDFISH UNDER 

THE ICE 1.00 
BIBLIOGRAPHY (by Alfred P. Lee) 

OF CHRISTOPHER MORLEY 4.00 

GIVE BOOKS BY CHRISTOPHER MORLEY 
2 5 0 Park Ave. 

New York 
J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 

Washington Square, Philadelphia 

2IS Victoria St. 
Toronto 
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Each Book the Top 
in its 

Field! 

AMERICA'S NO. 1 
BEST SELLER 

IN NON-FICTION 

Country 
Laivyer 

The Story of My Father 
By BELLAMY PARTRIDGE 

"The gayest book of the year," 
says the Boston Herald. The excit­
ing, amusing, true story of "Judge" 
Partridge, who icnew more and told 
less about his neighbors than any­
one else in town. Illustrated. $2.iS 

^ THE STORY OF THE 

P O L m C A L 
P H I L O S O P H E R S 

By George Catlin 

"A bully book, I have found delight 
in it."—CHARLES A. BEARD. "It is 
at once scholarly and brilliant."'— 
FREDERICK L. SCHUMAN. $5.00 

^ ALL SEASONS 
AFIELD 

WITH ROD AND GUN 
By Raymond R. Camp 

A whole Hunting and Fishing li­
brary in one big volume. Deals with 
the places, methods and equipment 
vital to the successful taking of 
game fish and animals of the East­
ern U. S. and Canada. Illustrated. 

$3.50 

ic NEWSPAPER 
CRUSADERS 
A Neglected Story 

By Silas Bent 

"Bent has done a thorough job."— 
Editor y Publisher. "Will be wel­
comed by a public that likes to hear 
'the other side' . . . good reading." 
—Herald Tribune Books. $3.00 

ir NEW ADVENTURES 
IN DEMOCRACY 

By Ordtvay Tead 

How important American institu­
tions can operate more democrati­
cally, in three of the most crucial 
areas—education, public service, in­
dustry. $2.00 

^ MODERN ART 
IN AMERICA 

By Martha Candler Cheney 

The lively story in words and pic­
tures of the progress of modern 
American art from 1913 to the Fed­
eral Arts Pioject. Includes 96 pages 
of illustrations. Size 7" x 9". $4.00 

WHITTLESEY HOUSE 
McGraw-Hill Building, New York 

Virginifcus Puerisque 
T h e Saturday R e v i e w ' s G u i d e to the Season ' s B o o k s for Chi ldren 

Title <md Author 

HOO! HOO! DE WITT 
Prances Dunscombe 

and Jean Lamont 
(Holt : $1.25) 

MIKE T H E CAT 
Creighton Feet 

(Holt : $1.25) 

WU AND LU AND LI 
Evelyn Young 

(Oxford: 75 cents) 

CATS FOR THE 
TOOSEYS 

Mabel Guinnip La Rue 
(Nelson: $1.) 

MIKE MULLIGAN AND 
HIS STEAM SHOVEL 

Virginia Lee Burton 
(Houghton Mifflin: $1.50) 

THE LONELY DWARF 
Rosemary Lamkey 

(Holt : $1.) 

FARAWAY MEADOW 
Thomas Handforth 

(Doubleday: $2.) 

ST. GEORGE AND 
T H E WITCHES 

J. W. Dunne 
(Holt : $2.) 

CHILDREN'S SCIENCE 
S E R I E S : John F. 

Havysmann, Jr. (Federal 
Writers ' Project) 

(Whi tman: 50# each) 

LITTLE LULU 
AND HER PALS 

Marge 
(McKay: 50 cents) 

WACKY, THE 
SMALL BOY 

Fred Schwed, Jr. 
(Simon & Schus te r : 

$2.50) 

WINDJAMMER BOY 
Roland Barker 
(Winters : $2.) 

DIVE BOMBER 
Ensign Robt. A. 

Winston, VSN. 
(Holliday House: $2.) 

WHAT DO YOU WANT 
TO BE? 

George H. Walts, Jr. 
(Holt : $2.) 

SARANGA T H E 
PYGMY 

Attilio Gatti 
(Scrlbner 's : $2.) 

LOST LAGOON 
Armstrong Sperry 
(Doubleday: $2.) 

Age 
and Sex 

3-6 
Both 

Cat 
lovers 
from 
3 up 

Both 
6-8 

6-8 
Both 

6-10 
Boys 

7-10 
Both 

8-15 
Both 

8-15 
Both 

9-12 
Both 

Chil­
dren 
who 
like 

comics 

Chil­
dren 
and 

Adults 

Older 
Boys 

Older 
Boys 

Boys 
12-18 

Older 
Chil­
dren 
Both 

High 
school 
boys 

What Ifs About 

A baby owl decides he will go out in the 
daytime and play wi th the woods ani­
mals. Mother owl comes to the rescue, in 
story t h a t points a familiar moral . 

Candid camera shots of a cat t h a t thinks 
perhaps it 's a tiger, and pretends the 
house is a jungle. Beautiful pictures 
with adequate text. 

Three small Chinese children go to town 
to buy a toy. Charming small pictures 
of life in China. 

The t r ials of the Toosey family who 
suddenly acquired too many cats . Very 
fine pictures by K u r t Wiese. 

Mike Mulligan and his s team shovel, the 
faithful Mary Anne. Electric shovels 
and Diesel motors did Mary Anne out of 
a job unti l Mike found an unusual one. 
For the mechanically-minded child. 

Grutchty, a lonely dwarf, and how his 
sad life is t ransformed. Grutchty cheers 
up. Pictures and story are by a talented 
flfteen-year-old who will bear watching. 

Ponies versus buffaloes in a high cool 
kingdom where there "lies a green mea­
dow, smooth as a par lor rug." The 
heroine is a pony named Lalla who 
wears a blue bow in her hair . For the 
child t h a t likes a fantast ic form of humor. 

Spirited tale of how St. George, after he 
had slain its dragon and marr ied the 
Princess, over came a plague of witches 
who invaded their realm. Lloyd Coe's il­
lustrat ions delightful. 

Series includes three volumes: "The Lad­
der of Clouds" (meteorology); "The Book 
of Stones ;" "Snow, Glaciers, and Ice­
bergs." Concise, interesting, inexpensive, 
and a t t rac t ive . 

Cartoons about the pranks of an enfant 
terrible, l i t t le Lulu. Children t ea r the 
pages of the Saturday Evening Post 
where this series appears . Good if you 
don't mind put t ing ideas in their heads. 

Stories about a bad little boy. Wacky is 
ingenious, human, and mischievous. True 
to life; amuses children and grown-ups. 

Around the Horn in a grain ship. The 
story of an exciting voyage. 

Exciting and informative s tory of the 
ac tua l t ra in ing and rout ine activities of 
a naval aviator. 

Choosing a career. An explanation in 
simple terms of various careers open to 
boys and w h a t each has to offer. 

The life and hunt ing adventures of a 
jungle boy among the g rea t and small 
beasts of Equator ia l Africa. 

Rousing adventures in the South Seas, 
including sharks, a typhoon and a few 
corpses. 

Our 
Opinion 

Nicely 
wr i t ten 
and il­

lus t ra ted 

Charm­
ing 

Simple 
but 

p leasant 

Quite 
funny 

Modern 
and 

imagina­
tive 

Beaut i ­
ful pic­

tures 

Imagina­
t ive pic­
tures and 

text 

Out­
standing 

Recom­
mended 

F u n n y 

Extreme­
ly funny 

Authen­
tic sea 
stuff 

Excellent 
n a r r a ­

tive 

Well-ar­
ranged, 
informa­

tive 

Good bu t 
a trifle 
stodgy 

Blood 
and 

thunder 
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