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Reviewed by MABEL S . ULRICH 

A BOUT a century ago little man 
/ \ created a new god and named 

y \ him Modern Science. Here was 
surely the last word in gods—the God 
of Progress, no less. But today little 
man is frightened. For this nineteenth 
century god turns out to be a twin of 
the Romari Janus—the deity with the 
two heads, either of which he could 
put on a t will to bring war and de
struction or peace and "beginning." 
Today the gates are wide open, Janus 
wears his war head and horrors rise 
at a fantastic rate. What price sci
ence now ? That question is one reason 
for reading Mr. Gray's book; for most 
of us sorely need the comfort of his 
vivid reminder that the other head 
has an army too, an army that fights 
to prolong life not destroy it, to con
quer pain not countries, to wipe out 
pestilence not little children. 

"The Advancing Front of Medicine" 
is another book on health and disease, 
but don't think for a minute it is "just 
another." A glance a t the chapter 
heads may lead you to suspect that 
you have heard all this before. High 
blood p r e s s u r e , influenza, allergy, 
sleep—have not popularizers galore 
explained them to us? Yes, but not as 
Mr. Gray does. Even when the facts 
are familiar—and most of them aren't 
—his presentation gives them new sig
nificance, weaves them into a coherent 
whole that suggests a fresh and stim
ulating conception of the body and its 
potentialities. Throughout his discus
sion he holds to the modem hypothe
sis that the health of the human be
ing is determined by his chemical re
actions plus the kind of a person he 
is—his aptitude, as Galen called it; 
that disease is not an entity, but rath
er a phenomenon of life, no more un
natural than health itself. In his first 
two chapters he develops this hypothe
sis. And thereafter the drama lies in 
the body's u n r e l a x i n g struggle to 
maintain an orderly chemistry, and 
modem medicine's search for a meth
od or a drug to help it overcome dis
organizing agents. "The role of medi
cine becomes clear. I ts function is to 
restore the reciprocal relationship of 
organism and internal environment to 
a state of chemical equilibrium." 

The medical front is a, long one and 
it covers a wide area. Obviously it 
could not all be embraced in one book. 
In selecting his specific subjects Mr. 
Gray tells us that he had two aims. 
One was to include a few of the prob

lems most representative of present-
day medicine, the other to bring to 
the everyday man the latest news 
from the researchers of those common 
complaints and indulgences that con
cern almost all of us. Thus we find 
up-to-the-minute discussions of such 
matters as the role of the antianaemia 
factor in the rare blood diseases, the 
chemistry and action of sulphanila-
mide, and the manner in which the 
synthetic chemist rearranges the atom 
to make other sulpha drugs, the con
troversies regarding influenza and the 
viruses, the new and dramatic treat
ment of epilepsy and schizophrenia. 
But we are given, too, the latest views 

on blood pressure, smoking, drinking, 
sleeping, aging. In all there are twen
ty-seven chapters, each complete in 
itself, (nine have appeared in Harper's 
Magazine) each objective, lucid, and 
freshly interesting enough to hold the 
concentrated attention of informed 
readers no less than those who are 
usually content to leave health and 
disease to the doctors. 

That a writer, not a scientist him
self, can so successfully assemble, an
alyze, and relate scientific facts and 
theories is amazing enough. When this 
sort of reporting has the added virtue 
of clean, persuasive writing it becomes 
an art. Mr. Gray has no equal in this 
field. Read "The Advancing Front of 
Medicine.". I t may even restore your 
faith in little man's destiny. 
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What happened 
when New York's most 

successful playwright 
decided to restore the 
friendly New England 
town of his boyhood 

memories... 
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HEARTWARMING NEW NOVEL 

A RANDOM HOUSE BOOK 
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Atiecdote 
an unpublished tale 

EVEN among the ancient Greeks there 
were two kinds of stories—those given 

out publicly and those known only private
ly. The latter kind was called anekdotos, 
literally meaning "not published." The word 
was formed by combining a, an, "not," and 
ekdotos, "given out." From this source 
comes our English anecdote which originally 
retained the Greek meaning "unpublished 
narrative." But tales of interesting things 
or people are so much sought after that now 
they are frequently given out for publica
tion and the word anecdote has lost its origi
nal meaning. 

This is but one of the thousands of in
te res t ing word origins given in "the 
Supreme Authority"— 

WEBSTER'S NEW INTERNATIONAL 

DICTIONARY, second Edition 
The Genuine Webster 

Word origins are a famous feature of the Merriam-
Webster. This great reference book goes far beyond 
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genuine Webster is the MKRRiAM-Webster. Don't 
be duped by so-called "Webster" dictionaries of
fered at fictitious *'bargain" prices. Look for the 
Merriam-Webster name and circular trade-mark on 
the cover. Ask your bookdealer to show it to you. 
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(Continued from page 3) 

lexicographer as se l f -appo in ted ar
biter and his function as historian can 
be regarded as a side-issue, for the 
dictionary, however constructed, is 
primarily an educational instrument. 
And the problem is whether that in
strument is currently well used. 

Our own Noah Webster is in a 
sense the hero of the story. Alarmed 
by the state into which learning had 
fallen after the Revolutionary War, 
Webster sought to make a one vol
ume dictionary which would serve in 
the self-education of the semi-literate 
masses. He was concerned with the 
masses, not the elite, and with self-
education, at a time when this coun
try had not yet become democratic 
enough to regard the public educa
tion of all its children as a primary 
obligation of the state. The Webster 
dictionary was probably one of the 
first self-help books to become a popu
lar best-seller. And the paradox is 
that now, with public education wide
ly established in this country, with 
"literacy" as universal as suffrage, 
the self-help potentialities of a dic
tionary are seldom realized by the mil
lions who own one. I am not think
ing merely of children from progres
sive schools who cannot use a dic
tionary because they do not know the 
alphabet. I am thinking of all the 
products of contemporary education 
who, not being taught or inspired to 
read the great and difficult books, have 
little use for the dictionary. How 
much better educated was the self-
read man whom Webster helped! 

TpHIS brief history of dictionaries is 
•'- revelant to the rules for reading 

and using them well. One of the first 
rules as to how to read a book is to 
know what sort of book it is. That 
means knowing what the author's in
tention was and what sort of thing 
you can expect to find in his work. If 
you look upon a dictionary merely as 
a spelling book or a guide to pro
nunciation, you will use it according
ly. If you realize that it contains a 
wealth of historical information, cry
stallized in the growth of language, 
you will pay attention, not merely to 
the variety of meanings which are 
listed under each word, but to their 
order. 

And above all if you are interested 
in advancing your own education, you 
will use a dictionary according to its 
primary intention—as a help in read
ing books that might otherwise be too 
difficult because their vocabulary in

cludes technical words, archaic words, 
literary allusions, or even familiar 
words used in now obsolete senses. The 
number of words in a man's vocabu
lary is as definite as the number of 
dollars he has in the bank; equally 
definite is the number of senses in 
which a man is able to use any given 
word. But there is this difference: a 
man cannot draw upon the public t rea
sury when his bank-balance is over
drawn, but we can all draw upon the 
dictionary to get the coin we need to 
carry on the transaction of reading 
anything we want to read. 

Let me be sure that I am not mis
understood. I am not saying that a 
dictionary is all you need in order to 
move anywhere in the realms of litera
ture. There are many problems to be 
solved, in reading a book well, other 
than those arising from the author 's 
vocabulary. And even with respect to 
vocabulary, the dictionary's primary 
service is on those occasions when you 
are confronted with a technical word 
or with a word that is wholly new 
to you—such as "costard" (an apple), 
or "hoatzin" (a South American bird), 
or "rabato" (a kind of flaring collar). 
More frequently the problem of inter
pretation arises because a relatively 
familiar word seems to be used in 
a strange sense. Here the dictionary 
will help, but it will not solve the 
problem. The dictionary may suggest 

OUBI.Y H A N D Y 
Opening tiirougli its own passage
way directly into Grand Central 
Terminal, the Hotel Roosevelt of
fers you perfect convenience on 
your arrival in New Yorlc . . . And 
because of its location at the heart 
of Manhattan's great mid-town sec
tion, it affords the same kind of 
convenience for all outside activi
ties . . . Doubly handy and doubly 
enjoyable . . . Large outside rooms, 
with bath from $4.50. 

j - ^ HOTEL 

KOOSEVELT 
BERNAM G . HINES, Monoging Director 

MADISON AVE. AT 45th ST., NEW YORK 
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the variety of senses in which the 
troublesome word can be used, but it 
can never determine how the author 
you are reading used it. That you must 
decide by wrestling with the con
text. More often than not, especially 
with distinguished writers, the word 
may be given a special, an almost 
unique, shade of meaning. The growth 
of your own vocabulary, in the impor
tant dimension of multiple meanings 
as well as in mere quantity of words, 
will depend, first of all, upon the 
character of the books you read, and 
secondly, upon the use you make of 
the dictionary as a guide. You will 
misuse it—you will s t u l t i f y rather 
than enlighten yourself—if you sub
stitute the dictionary for the exercise 
of your own interpretative judgment 
in reading. 

This suggests several other rules as 
to how not to read a dictionary. There 
is no more irritating fellow than the 
man who tries to settle an argument 
about communism, or justice, or lib
erty, by quoting from Webster. Web
ster and all his fellow lexicographers 
may be respected as authorities on 
word-usage, but they are not the ul
t imate founts of wisdom. They are no 
Supremo Court to which we can ap
peal for a decision of those fundamen
tal controversies which, despite the 
warnings of semanticists, get us in
volved with abstract words. It is well 
to remember that the dictionary's au
thority can, for obvious reasons, be 
surer in the field of concrete words, 
and even in the field of the abstract 
technical words of science, than it 
ever can be with respect to philo
sophical words. Yet these words are 
indispensable if we are going to talk, 
read, or write about the things that 
mat ter most. 

Another n e g a t i v e rule is : Don't 
swallow the dictionary. Don't t ry to 
get word-rich quick, by memorizing 
a lot of fancy words whose mean
ings are unconnected w i t h a n y ac
tual experience. Merely verbal knowl
edge is almost worse than no knowl
edge at all. If learning consisted 
in nothing but knowing the meanings 
of words, we could abolish all our 
courses of study, and substitute the 
dictionary for every other sort of 
book. But no one except a pedant or 
a fool would regard it as profitable or 
wise to read the dictionary from cov
er to cover. 

In short, don't forget that the dic
tionary is a book about words, not 
about things. I t can tell you how men 
have used words, but it does not de
fine the nature of the things the 
words name. A Scandinavian univer
sity undertook a "linguistic experi
ment" to prove that human argu
ments always reduce to verbal dif

ferences. Seven lawyers were given 
seven dictionary definitions of t ruth 
and asked to defend them. They soon 
forgot to stick to the "verbal mean
ings" they had been assigned, and be
came vehemently involved in defend
ing or opposing certain fundamental 
views about the nature of truth. The 
experiment showed that discussions 
may s tar t a b o u t the m e a n i n g s of 
words, but that, when interest in the 
problem is aroused, they seldom end 
there. Men pass from words to things, 
from names to natures. The diction
ary can star t an argument, but only 
thought or research can end it. 

IF we remember that a dictionary is 
a book about words, we can derive 

from that fact all the rules for read
ing a dictionary intelligently. Words 
can be looked at in four ways. 

(1) Words are physical things— 
writable marks and speakable sounds. 
There must, therefore, be uniform 
ways of spelling and p r o n o u n c i n g 
them, though the uniformity is often 
spoiled by variations. 

(2) Words are parts of speech. Each 
single word plays a grammatical role 
in the more complicated structure of a 
phrase or a sentence. According to 

the par t it plays, we classify it as a 
certain part of speech—noun or verb, 
adjective or adverb, article or preposi
tion. The same word can vary in dif
ferent usages, shifting from one part 
of speech to another, as when we say 
"Man the boat" or "Take the jump." 
Another sort of grammatical variation 
in words arises from their inflection, 
but in a relatively uninflected lan
guage like English, we need pay at
tention only to the conjugation of the 
verb (infinitive, participle, past tense, 
etc.), the case of the noun (singular 
and plural), and the degree of the ad
jective (especially the comparative 
and superlative). 

(3) W o r d s are signs. They have 
meanings, not one but many. These 
meanings are related in various ways. 
Sometimes they shade from one into 
another; sometimes one word will 
have two or more sets of totally unre
lated meanings. Through their mean-
ing§ words are related to one another 
—as synonyms sharing in the same 
meaning even though they differ in its 
shading; or as antonyms through oppo
sition or contrast of meanings. Further
more, it is in their capacity as signs 
that we distinguish words as proper 
or common names (according as they 
name just one thing or many which 
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OF PLACES, PEOPLE, AND THIKGS 
By FREDRIKA SHUMWAY SMITH 
Illustrated by the internationally 
known artist, SALCIA BAHNC. 

T h e season's outstanding juvenile. 

72 grand verses. 104 brilliant black and white illustrations. 
Title page, frontispiece and jacket in full color. 
Just published. First edition. Cloth. ^1.50 

Manorie Barrows, former editor of 
Child Life Magazine, says: "The au
thor of these poems for children has 
the special gift of being able to look 
at the world through the eyes of a 
child." 

Vincent Starrett, author, comments: 
"A book about happy children, hap
pily written and happily illustrated. 

I think children will find it eatirely 
delightful." 
George S. Chappell, the well known 
writer, says: "To a rare degree these 
verses penetrate the rcry soul of 
childhood and express its fresh won
derment at the world in which it 
moves. Truly, something rare has 
been captured in this lorely book." 

ARGUS BOOKS 
16 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 

SCRAMBLED IMPRESSIONS 
AT THE MAYO CLINIC 

by Lucia ). Edmondson 
A book that has the charm and cour
age of its author, who has learned 
to see with the inner eye of the 
heart and spirit. Cloth. I1.2S 
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PASSIVITY PROGRAM 
by Christopher Morley 

Foreword by Ben Abramson 
A provocative essay written when 
the world was on the rerge of ca
tastrophe. 
Ocuvo. 27 pages. Cloth. (1.50 
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are alike in some respect); and as con
crete or abstract names (according as 
they point to some thing which we 
can sense, or refer to some aspect of 
things which we can understand by 
thought but not observe through our 
senses). 

Finally, (4) words are conventional. 
They mean or signify natural things, 
but they themselves are not natural . 
They are man-made signs. That is why 
every word has a history, just as 
everything else man makes has a time 
and place of origin, and a cultural 
career, in which it goes through cer
tain transformations. The history of 
words is given by their etymological 
derivation from original word-roots, 
prefixes, and suffixes; it includes the 
account of their physical change, both 
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Encyclopedic Edition: 
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in spelling and pronunciation; it tells 
of their shifting meanings, and which 
among them are archaic and obsolete, 
which are current and regular, which 
are idiomatic, colloquial, or slang. 

A good dictionary will answer all 
your questions about words under 
these four heads. The art of readjns 
a dictionary (as any other book) con
sists in knowing what questions to 
ask about words and how to find 
the answers. I have suggested the 
questions. The dictionary itself tells 
you how to find the answers. In this 
respect, it is a perfect self-help book, 
because it tells you what to pay at
tention to and how to interpret the 
various abbreviations and symbols it 
uses in giving you the four varieties 
of information about words. Anyone 
who fails to consult the explanatory 
notes and the list of abbreviations at 
the beginning of a dictionary can 
blame only himself for not being able 
to read the dictionary well. Unfor
tunately, many people fail here, as 
in the case of other books, because 
they insist upon neglecting the pre
fatory matter—as if the author were 
just amusing himself by including it. 

I think these suggestions about how 
to read, and how not to misuse, a dic
tionary are easy to follow. But like 
all other rules they will be followed 
well only by the man who is rightly 

motivated in the first place. And, in 
the last place, they will be wisely 
applied only by the man who remem
bers that we are both free and hound 
in all our dealing with l a n g u a g e , 
whether as writers or readers. 

"When I use a word," Humpty-
Dumpty said in a rather scornful 
tone, "it means just what I choose 
it to mean—neither more nor less." 

"The q u e s t i o n i s , " s a i d Alice, 
"whether you can make words mean 
so many different things." 

"The question is," said Humpty-
Dumpty, "which is to be master— 
that 's all." 

SOLUTION OF LAST WEEK'S 
DOUBLE-CROSTIC (No. 402) 

G. E. WOODBERRY: 

NORTH SHORE WATCH 

On deepest night arisen, the morn
ing s tar 

Trembles across the wide unquiet 
sea. 

Speed on, glad star, and golden be 
thy flight, 

I n v i o l a b l e , serene, the waters 
o'er! 

Fear not the eclipsing west 

Bring, bring the morning with her 
tides of song! 

JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Philadelphia 

Tke Criminal Record 
Tte Saturday Review's Guide to Detective Fiction 

Title and Author 

BAIT FOR A TIGER 
Bayard Veiller 

(Reynal & Hitchcock: 
$2.) 

THE VANISHING 
GOLD TRUCK 

Harry Stephen Keeler 
(button: 52.50) 

DOUBLE OR QUITS 
A. A. Fair 

(Morrow: $2.) 

ENVIOUS CASCA 
Georgette Heyer 
(Crime Club: $2.) 

THE THIRD 
MYSTERY BOOK 

Various 
(Farrar & Rinehart: 

$2.50) 

Crime, Place, and Sleuth 

Series of knife murders 
in New York finally 
solved by police official. 
Killer th rea tens with 
professional ruination. 

Loot from small-town 
Southern bank carried 
off in truck which dis
appears, puzzling dough
ty local sheriff no end. 

Donald Lam prys self 
into agency partnership 
with Bertha Cool and 
breaks obscure Cal. 
murder robbery and in
trigue case. 

English Christmas party 
of ravening relatives re
sults in death and a job 
for detective Heming
way. 

Murders and villainy in 
Bermuda, Fla., North 
Carolina, London, Man
hattan, and unlocated 
army post with variety 
of sleuths, amateur and 
pro. 

Summing Up 

Bloodthirsty affair, peo
pled with stock charac
ters who act and talk In 
tank-melo manner. Pay
off r a the r cleverly 
handled. 

Sticks to its last much 
better than most Keel-
erganzas and has some 
colorful circus bits in it 
—but woefully overwrit
ten. 

Peppery dialogue, cun
ningly contrived plot, 
some very keen deduc
ing, a raft of goo<3 char
acters, and action that 
races. 

Too-ready-to-talk sus
pects give detective 
tough but interesting 
job for s leuth. Good 
writing, considerable 
erudition, and workable 
plot. 

Mesdames Eberhart and 
Ford, and Messrs. Gru-
ber, Wyne, Frome, and 
Philips perform ably in 
group of expertly plot
ted "novellas." 

Verdict 

Strident 

For 
Keeler 
fans 

Class 
A 

Good 
stuff 

Six 
star 
turn 
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