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“What a relief...

a lovely book.”
—RBook-of-the-Month Club Neaws

THE
MURMUR

By Leonard Dubkin

Hlustrated by Suzanne Suba

The autobiography of a
Chicagoan whose love for
birds was the one bright
spot in his city life—until
it became his whole life.

“It couldn’t be more un-
pretentious—or more de-
lightful . . . Read it and
vou'll walk out of your job
and into the park. The
least you will do is treasure
it as an excursion into a
world eof ‘sane and logical
creatures’.”—Book-of-the-

Month Club News
At all bookstores. $2.50

WHITTLESEY HOUSE
A Division of the
McGraw-Hill Boek Co.

330 W.42nd St,, N. Y. 18
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A. J. Cronin Creates Robert Shannon

THE GREEN YEARS. By A. J. Cronin,
Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 1944,
347 pp. $2.50.

Reviewed by NaTHAN L. ROTHMAN

HIS is not one of Dr. Cronin's
more effective novels, To get
. right down to the truth, it is
rather a weak and tentative effort,
lacking both the assurance and the
dramatic outline which are generally
characteristic of his work. Some of this
lack of tone is certainly the result of
design rather than accident, since the
story is simply an account of a boy’s
growth from eight to eighteen. Such
a tale would be expected to ramble, to
unwind like a kitestring rather than
to expand from any dramatic center.
Yet even here, in the history of a
youth, some position must be taken by
the writer other than that of friendly
narrator. He may take a youth’s view
of life, give it to us through eyes
drowned in new sight, ears and nos-
trils assailed with the wonderful, agon-
izing freshness of sensation. Or he
may give us the man’s view, looking
backward, with some vision be it bit-
ter or proud, just so long as there is
an achieved vantage point from which
all past and present falls into place
and has meaning. You do not need to
be Joyce or Wolfe to do either of these
things; it would be enough te reach
for them,
Dr. Cronin’s Robert Shannon is
neither one thing nor the other, His is

not the hot, immediate experience of
youth, nor the remembered pantomime,
long ago played, now understood. Rob-
ert has none of the spirit of youth,
none of the spine of maturity., He
seems in fact to have been created ex-
pressly to appeal to our least critical
sentiments, a cautious, affecting little
man of sugar and water, sweet and
harmless, no visible character. He is
an orphan in Scotland, living with
grandparents, he is the only Catholic
in his school, he must struggle for a
kind word and the right to walk in his
school yard, he is deprived at the last
moment, by illness, of a coveted school
prize that was his, his best friend is
killed in an accident. All of these
crosses are piled upon his back to show
how he can bear them and walk his
ten years——yet somehow it seems that
nothing has happened. There is not the
feeling of real suffering, or its sur-
mounting, here. You need more of a
character for that. It comes down to
this, then: that young Robert Shannon
is not a successful, living creation, and
not all the adventures in unhappy
Scotland will make him so. The other
characters about him are similarly un-
realized, the fantastic grandfather,
the gentle Alison, the knightly and
fated Gavin, all faintly Dickensian in
flavor without having the original rich
stuffings inside their skins. The book is
altogether a mild, even soothing affair,
despite its unhappy circumstances. This
is a combination of effects that may
indeed please many readers.
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For an Aviator Killed Over Germany
By Paul Engle ’

HAT should a fighting man

Take to his death beside
Powerful anger and
A private inner pride

That he used in one act
Of terrible, clean tension,
Skill of hand, the eye's
Delicate suspension?

Wanting but solid earth,

The friendly look, the bare
Hearthstone’s warmth, he died
In the aloof cold air.

He did not train for death,
Practising night and negation.
By life, touch, love he turned
Athlete of resignation.

What can we say above
Ground for him gone under?
Not prayer, pity, praise,
Nor weeping, only wonder,

Only astonishment

A man of quiet name,

Dark, calm and kind, should die
In fury and in flame.

For life unplanned, light, free,
Any commemoration

In rigid stone would be

A marble mutilation.

Let us have one intent:
Grow grief in our own face
To be, in that live place,

A mobile monument.

Not that he was brave,

Left family and friend,

His was a mightier end—

A world grows from his grave

This frantic fact alone
Defies the sound for sorrow,
We walk into tomorrow
Over his breath and bone.
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CARTELS: CHALLENGE TO A FREE WORLD

BY WENDELL BERGE, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

Says Henry J. Kaiser: “It is a contribution to the clear think-
mg and fast action we must have if our enterprise and productive
skills are to have free sway. Every businessman who is concerned
with the future of free enterprise will draw renewed courage from
the message of this book.”

Says Vice-President Henry Wallace: “Here in concise
and understandable terms are portrayed and analyzed the most
important aspects of cartels from the viewpoint of America’s
industrial welfare. Illumination of the questions which cartels
pose to the American people is an urgent and necessary task,
and one which the book will go far toward accomplishing. 1

am sure that this work will reach a wide and appreciative audi-
ence among all concerned with industrial as well as political
freedom.”

Says Senator Joseph C. O’Mahoney: “It would be diff.
cult to find a better book . . . to describe the methods and eflects
of the (cartel) system. Everybody who wants to be well informed
should read it, and certainly no one who hopes to make any
contribution to the settlement of postwar policy can realize that
hope without a knowledge of the facts about international monopoly

so clearly set forth in this volume. . . . T wish every voter in America
could read this book.” $3.25.

EDUCATION AND THE UNITED NATIONS

A report by the Council for Education in World Citizenship on
the educational problems that lie ahead. $1. .
NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS

By Walter Sulzbach. A dissection of fundamental fallacies. Intro-
duction by Hans Kohn. $3.

PRISONERS OF WAR

By William Flory. A detailed record of laws and practices in
ancient, medieval, and modern times. $3.25.

WILSON’S IDEALS (Selected Writings)

Edited by S. K. Padover. A collection of words of unusual timeli-
ness by Woodrow Wilson. $2.50.

HITLER’S WORDS (1923 to 1943)

Edited by Gordon W. Prange. Here are all of Hitler's more im-
portant pronouncements, arranged categorically. Introduction by
Frederick Schuman. $3.75.

NAZI GUIDE TO NAZISM

Edited by Rolf Tell. One thousand quotations on such subjects
as democracy, religion, women, education, etc. $1.

KOREA: FORGOTTEN NATION

By Robert T. Oliver. The story of the nation that was forgotten until
the Cairo Declaration. $2.25,

GREECE AGAINST THE AXIS

By Lt. Col. Stanley Casson. A first-hand account of the resistance
of an heroic people to Axis aggression. $2.50.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA FIGHTS BACK

A document of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs about conditions
under and resistance to Hitler’s “New Order.” $3.

PROLOGUE TO APPEASEMENT

By Elizabeth Cameron. A scholarly review of the foreign policies
which led to the downfall of France. $3.50.

STRATEGY AT SINGAPORE

By Eugene Miller. An account of the background of the great
base. Introduction by Captain W. D, Puleston. $2.50.

’

WAR AND POSTWAR ADJUSTMENT POLICIES

By Bernard Baruch and John Hanceck. The official outline of things
to come, with especial reference to contract termination, demobili-
zation, postwar financing, etc. $2,

THE ECONOMICS OF DEMOBILIZATION

By E. Jay Howenstine. A timely analysis of the lessons of World
War I Introduction by Alvin Hansen. $3.75.

SURPLUS WAR PROPERTY

Documents of the Office of War Information and the Surplus War
Property Administration pertaining to the facts about the over-all
situation and the basic disposal procedures. $l.

WAR AND POSTWAR SOCIAL SECURITY

By Arthur Altmeyer, William Haber, Robert Watt, and others.
A survey of current and future problems. $1.

U. S. AVIATION IN WARTIME

Office of War Information Reports. A compilation of documents
on achievements during World War II. $2.50.

JOURNALISM IN WARTIME

By H. V. Kaltenborn, George Gallup, Kent Cooper, and others,
A gymposium about the responsibilities and contributions of the
press. $3.

WAR INFORMATION AND CENSORSHIP

By Elmer Davis and Byron Price. The story of the programs and .
policies of OWI and the Office of Censorship. $1.
UNITED NATIONS AGREEMENTS

Edited by M. B. Schnapper. The texts of all the important agree-
ments, pledges, and declarations made by two or more United
Nations. Introduction by Arthur Sweetser. $3.75.

REGIONALISM AND WORLD ORGANIZATION

By Oscar Jaszi, Clarence Berdahl, and others. An authoritative
discussion of a subject of increasing importance. $2.50.
PROBLEMS OF POSTWAR RECONSTRUCTION

By Clyde Eagleton, Charles Hodges, Henry P. Jordan, and others.
A symposium about the major questions confronting the Allies.
Introduction by Stephen P. Duggan. $3.75.

. PRELUDE TO INVASION (OFFICIAL REPORTS)

BY HENRY L. STIMSON, SECRETARY OF WAR

Says the Yonkers Times: “Here is the detailed and dra-
matic report of the almost endless preparation made for the greatest
mass invasion in history, based upon official reports by our Secretary
of War. It makes up one of the greatest stories of all time, one
that concerns intimately every American with a loved one in the
armed forces.”

Says War Times: “It will carry considerable value as &
historic document.”

Says the New York Times: “Ii affords a quick resume
of the progress on all battlefronts from December 1941 to June
1944 . . . will be of value to those who wish to follow the course
of our war progress.”

Says the Christian Science Monitor: “His reports to the
nation are a sober and straightforward chronicle of the war. . . .
As a writer Mr. Stimson is at his best whenever he can dwell upon
his main theme, the United States Army, its growth, its achieve-
ment, and its purpose.” $3.25.
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THREE
WRITERS
WANTED
UPSTAIRS

One of the nation’s largest
advertising agencies has openings for
three top-flight writers.

We are not particularly interested
whether you are o food writer, or a drug
writer, or an automobile writer. We want
men who can handle words with judg-
ment and precision, and who are ready
for a place where imagination counts.

You will be in the big time. You will
work on big accounts. You will like the
manner and scope of the agency, the
people you work with, the principles that
the agency stands for. You will like writ-
ing where writing is respected.

If you are an experienced w9y writer,
good. If you are newspaperman, or
editor, or free-lance, or scholar, can put
words down clearly, and have o knowl-
edge of the world you live in, we will
make you at home in advertising. These
jobs go beyond the war. Tell us about
yourself.

ADDRESS: BOX 478-K

WAR BONDS
Not & Gift, But Thrift

“Bohemian” Valhalla in Philadelphia

BABES IN THE WOOD. By Marion
Sturges-Jones. Illustrated by B.
Shermund. New York: G. P. Put-
nam’s Sons. 1944, 222 po. $2.50.

Reviewed by SArRA HeNDERSON HAY

"ARION STURGES-JONES'S
M reminiscences of a teen-age
spent during the teen-age of
the century is a thoroughly delightful
book, It is inevitable, of course, that
it must bring to mind Cornelia Otis
Skinner’s recollections of the same
period, but “Babes in the Wood"” cer-
tainly does not suffer by comparison.
One never feels that Mrs. Sturgis-
Jones stretches a point to be funny, or
verges on the burlesque. Her heart is
equally light and gay, but it is her
own heart, and she and her mother
emerge from these pages as completely
engaging personalities, described with
vividness and wit, with tenderness
combined with an unsparing sense of
humor.

The book takes us back to 1917-1918,
when the author and her mother lived
what their exceedingly conservative
Montreal relatives and friends consid-
ered a shockingly Bohemian existence
in a boarding house peopled by eccen-
trics on a shabby but perfectly respec-
table street in Philadelphia. Mother
was an incurable romantic, stage-
struck ever since she had played a
minor role in a James K. Hackett per-
formance many years before, and she
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One of the most rewarding
—and inspiring—
contemporary biographies I've read.”

PARTNER
IN THREE

WORLDS

by DOROTHY DUNCAN

~Leland Stowe

“Jan Rieger was never merely
a subject of the lands in which
he lived. His richly sensitive na-
ture, his boundless energy and
initiative, and above all his ca-
pacity for spiritual development
made him a conscious partici-
pant in every phase of his chang-
ing worlds. A heart-warming
story, She has a vivid gift of
evoking the essence of a place
and period.”'—Saturday Review.

A

$2.75 « HARPER MM T T T T 1

never ceased thereafter to consider
herself “of the Profession.” Young
Marion, so to speak, cut her teeth on
a stage door, and was better acquaint-
ed with the drama and the great
names and personalities thereof than
she was with the Three R’s and what
her relatives believed were the proper
interests for little girls. When her
father died, she and Mother refused
the shelter of the family, and with
courage and the shield of inviolable
innocence continued their “Bohemian”
way of life. Mother added to their
meagre resources by being a paid com-
panion to a succession of rich old
ladies, and at one time she got a really
glamorous job as receptionist at the
Ecole de Ballet Russe, which was con-
ducted by one Nina Virovna who turned
out, regrettably, to be not all she
should have been.

Marion, after a brief and highly un-
congenial career as secretary to a
Presbyterian minister, head of a large
net-work which controlled Sunday
School missionaries, went to work for
the War Department, where at the
age of seventeen she found herself su-
pervising a large staff of civilians and
enlisted men. Her experiences in this
position where Army personnel twice
her age were, to put it mildly, aston-
ished to find themselves managed by
a Junior Miss; hers and Mother’s bouts
with their landlord, who also kept an
antique shop and was given to shifting
their furniture about without warning;
their excursion to Merry Wood Manor
(Kamp Kill Kare under any other
name .. .); the charming of Willy with
a homemade pink organdie dress; the
pitfalls which in their unassailable in-
nocence these two ladies trod lightly
over without ever realizing they were
there—all are recorded here with zest
and gaiety and gentle nostalgia. Those
of us who remember the False Armi-
stice of 1918 will find that chapter
particularly poignant.

“Babes in the Wood” has the quality
of being both endearing and very fun-
ny. It is comedy of the best sort, with
a little flavor of pathos, genuine and
unpretentious, and it will strike a re-
sponsive chord in the breasts of many
people who remember the days. Those
who do not remember will, I am sure,
be equally captivated. The delightful
illustrations by B. Shermund add to
the charm of the book.

—aee

ANSWERS TO LITERARY QUIZ

1. John Milton. 2. George Sand. 3.
Robert Burns. 4. Pearl Buck. 5. Izaak
Walton. 6. Charles Lamb. 7. Jonathan
Swift. 8. William Shakespeare. 9. Eu-
gene Field. 10, Robert Frost,
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