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Novembel‘ Maples
By Raymond Holden

OOK where the winds unflower Look to the maples now

I That in their veteran dress
Of wind-spun nakedness
Profess, as men profess,

Life that is limitless;

The once leaf-flowered tree
But do not look to see
Green’'s tragic brevity,
Rather its history.
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That makes a vital show
In the grain of flesh and wood
Ot all that ever stood

This now dismantling hour
Makes volatile and brief
The aspect, not the leaf,
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And leaves to time in fief

A greenness of belief.

When these bright skeletons,
Gray-jewelled, articulate,

Quivered in summer’s
Of maple-green, their

Was equal green and slate.

We too were covered once

With morning-colored

Horizons all were bright.
Winter was but a night
And the sun's height our height.

For change from ill to good,

Thought’s fuel and action’s food;

“It
spate
fate

“Of

light.

does not lie congealed,

“It is not lost but sealed
“In next year’s fresher yield

fertile mind and field;

That says, “When youth is gone

“Though wind tear trees to bone
“And man destroy his race
“This practiced life will place
“Again before the face

“Green evidence of grace.”
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Entertaining Capers

UNCLE ’LISH. By Ralph Frye. New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. 1945,
197 pp. $2.

Reviewed by GRACE FRANK

NCLE 'LISH, a retired old sea-
' I dog whose language would blis-

ter the paint off a house, is
amusingly presented in these sketches
through the innocent eyes of a small
boy, his grandnephew. The ancient
mariner (no stranger to readers of
The New Yorker) comes sharply alive
on page one when the boy, aged five,
announces at school: “My Uncle 'Lish
says that the Mayflower was a top-
heavy old bitch.”

How Uncle ’Lish removed four casks
of rum from a wrecked ship and then
headed the committee appointed by the
Belectmen to investigate the theft, and
how he took his grandnephew to Bos-
ton to see a parade in honor of Queen
Liliuokalini, how the Queen unexpect-
edly turned out to be white instead of
black, and how the boy was tempo-
rarily left alone with this woman while
his relative went upstairs to transact
business with the fattest of her painted
retinue, these are only the most scan-
dalous capers in an entertaining series.

I your list includes a masculine
convalescent with a stomach for strong
language and wounds sufficiently
healed to warrant laughter, Uncle
"Lish should cheer him. The book pro-
vides light refreshment of superior
quality.
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# ANSWERS TO
LITERARY QUIZ

1. *Doctor Faustus,” by Christopher
Marlowe. 2. Priscilla, in “The Court-
ship of Miles Standish,” by Longfel-
low. 3. “The Pied Piper,” by Browning.
4. “Abou Ben Adhem,” by Leigh Hunt.
5. The Wedding Guest, in “The An-
cient Mariner,” by Coleridge. 6. “Father
WHlliam,” by Lewis Carroll. 7. Por-
phyro, in “The Eve of St. Agnes,” by
Keats. 8. “Macbeth,” by Shakespeare.
9. “Horatius,” by Thomas Macaulay.
10. The Spider, in “The Spider and the
Fly,” by Mary Howitt, 11. The Pussy-
ecat, in “The Owl and the Pussycat,”
by Edward Lear. 12. “Juggling Jerry,”
by George Meredith. 13. “The Skele-
ton in Armor,” by Longfellow. 14. “The
Forsaken Merman,” by Matthew Ar-
nold. 15. Romeo, in “Romeo and Ju-

llet,” by Shakespeare. 16. Ko-Ko, in ~

“The Mikado,” by W. S. Gilbert. 17.
Lord Thomas Howard, in “The Re-
venge,” by Tennyson. 18. The captain’s
daughter, in “Ballad of the Tempest,”
by James T. Fields. 19. Little brother,
In “Sister Helen,” by Dante Gabriel
Rossetti, 20. The Duke of Ferrara, in
“My Last Duchess,” by Browning.
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The Christmas gift
that flatters your friends —

The Saturday Review
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of LITERATURE

O SEND a subscription for The Saturday Review of Literature
to someone you like is the nicest way of telling that person
that you know he (or she) is interested in the things that

really matter.

For the SRL is the magazine that thinking people talk about.
Its brilliant critical essays and general articles have made it one
of the most widely quoted magazines. It brings its readers an in-
formed and witty review of contemporary life and thought as
reflected in the important books, plays, music and films of the
day. In addition, several enlarged special issues each year deal
exhaustively with cultural phenomena of current and lasting

significance.
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SPECIAL ORDER BLANK

Christmas Gift
f THE SATURDAY REVIEW OF LITERATURE,

RATES 25 West 45th Street, New York 19, N. Y.
1 One-year subscription $5.00 Please send TAe Satwrday Review for one year to
(For Servicemen £4.00) the following:

2 One-year subscriptions $8.00
3 One-year subscriptions

Additiona]/.one-year subscrip- it U PO U SN I P v
i : 3.25

TIONS..... o ceeereecrienrninnne. $3.

A handsome gift card will be
sent to all recipients. Your
own subscription (new, re- | Otr€E s
newal or extension) may be
included. Add $1 a year for
Canadian and foreiga post-
age.
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