All the Best People

APPOINTMENT WITH DESTINY. By
Rosita Forbes. New York: E. P. Dut-
ton & Co. 1946. 303 pp. $3.75.

Reviewed by I. D. W. TALMADGE
written

OSITA FORBES has
R twenty-two books (we've

counted them) and nothing we
could say about her twenty-third
book could possibly discourage her.
Nor would we want to. She is indis-
putably a capable and entertaining
writer. She has traveled extensively,
visited—she admits—every country
in the world except New Zealand
(why not New Zealand we don’t
know), and has recorded readably
and faithfully all she saw. She has
been praised by Viscount Allenby and
Anthony Eden, by “Slim Johnnie”
Smuts (him of the Union of South
Africa), and by George Bernard
Shaw. Said G. B. S. to the author,
“I used to think you were a won-
derful woman—getting to all these
places. But now I've seen you I re-
alize it must have been quite easy
for' you.” Miss Forbes is also ex-
tremely photogenie.

All this is to the good. If we have
any quarrel with Miss Forbes and
her writing, it is purely along class
lines. She is just a mite too “upper
clawss” to our taste. This upper stra-
tum Weltanschauung, like an ill-fitted
slip, seems to be showing. Embarrass-
ingly, it reveals ifself beneath the
fine dress of her objectivity, while
we’re trying not to look. Of the
Duchess of Windsor, Miss Forbes says,
“As a Southerner, the Duchess is
particularly well adapted to cope
with color problems.” (We doubt if
A. Philip Randolph would agree with
that.) The umbrella-wielding Cham-
berlain, she insists, “was a sincere
democrat, an idealist and a Chris-
tian.” And TUnity Mitford—*“Poor
child, she had dreamed great dreams
of young Germany and middle-aged
England working hand in hand, and

. .-saw her dreams turn to night-
-mare.” "

So much for the political coloring
of the book. Now as to the book
itself. “Appointment with Destiny” is
a travelogue through time and space.
Temporally, it covers the years 1935
through 1943; geographically, almost
half of the globe—India, Soviet Cen-
tral Asia, Kenya Colony, Union of
South Africa, Central Europe, the
Bahamas, French North Africa, Eng-
land, Canada and the United States.

The first third of the volume is
strictly travelogue stuff——competent,
colorful, informative. The rest deals
with the war years, the author’s ac-
tivities, the impact of the war on
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England (Miss Forbes spent several
months in London during the blitz),
her lecture tours in Canada and the
United States, and a great deal (too
much in fact) about her building of
a mansion, “Unicorn  Cay,” in the
Bakamas. There is some good, vivid
reporting about blitzed London, but
again over-class-angled—too much
emphasis on poor lady So-and-So,
who has been bombed out of her

palace at the height of the social sea~-
son and now has to stand in a gueue.
If everyone mentioned in “Appoint-
ment with Destiny” buys a copy, the
book should have a wide sale. Literal-
Iy hundreds of members of the smart
international set are in it. Many of
them, we must admit shamefacedly,
we never heard of. But they are all
there—the clubwomen of the Ba-
hamas, the Riviera, and Park Avenue.
In fact, “Appointment with Destiny”
would make a good sclection as the
Club-of-the-Month Book.

Under the Enemy’s Nose

INTO SIAM: Underground Kingdom.
By Nicol Smith and Blake Clark.
Indianapolis: The Bobbs- Merrill
Company. 1946. 315 pp. $3.50.

Reviewed by BRIGADIER
GENERAL DONALD ARMSTRONG

HEN Siam became a shot-
;x; gun membker of the Axis, it
became simultaneously a
terra incognita to the Allies. This

was disturbing. A black-out on irews
of events and tendencies in Thailand
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would hinder the war against Japan.
General Stilwell needed to know how
many troops Japan had in that coun-
try and where they were. He wanted
to learn to what extent this probably
reluctant belligerent would partici-
pate in the war against us. The Air
Forces wanted information about
suitable bombing targets. The State
Department was curious about Siam’s
entrance into the war and about re-
sulting political conditions there.

The Office of Strategic Services was -

elected to find the answers to these
important questions. The OSS was
lucky enough to enlist the indispen-
sakble aid of Siamese students in the
United States, organized and directed
by Siam’s minister and military at-
taché in Washington. OSS assighed
to this duty Nicol Smith, author of
“The Burma Road,” an officer who
was familiar with that part of the
world. He was charged with the ad-
ministration of this group. His re-
ports to Washington are the basis of
this book that records the prepara-
tion, travels, hardships, and achieve-
ments of the expedition. Blake Clark,
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who stayed at headquarters in Wash-
ington, helped to keep the record and
to write the book. The story, told
chiefly in the form of dialogue, rarely
penetrates below the surface of events,
but excels as a description of travel
in exotic lands and of dangerous ad-
venture in underground operations
against the Japanese.

The initial difficulty of entering
Thailand took long months of plan-
ning and codperation with the Chinese
secret service organization headed by
General Tai Li. Eventually, the ad-
vance guard of the expedition started
on their dangerous and difficult jour-
ney in spite of the monsoon season.
Two of the young Siamese were
seized and shot by the enemy imme-
diately on crossing into Siam. Their
radios were discovered, thereby warn-
ing the Japanese that agents were
seeking to enter the country. But the
returning native sons found a strong
underground movement headed by the
regent, Luang Pradist. Later a num-
ber of Americans, including Colonel
Smith, landed by plane or submarine
while the Japanese forces still occu-
pied and ruled the country. The in-
formation collected by the OSS was
sent from a radio station located, of
all places, in police headquarters in
Bangkok.

It would be difficult to invent a
more audacious combination ef cir-
cumstances, but it worked and the
Allies profited greatly from the
broadcasts from the Bangkok radio
station. The espionage and under-
ground operations of the Siamese and
the OSS were most helpful to the
campaign in southeast Asia. Messrs.
Smith and Clark tell the story sim-
ply, without exaggeration or heroics.
The accomplishments of the Siamese
people in the presence of a ruthless
enemy and the ingenuity of the OSS
personnel in transmitting wvaluable
military intelligence are eloquent
proof of the contribution of courage
and determination to winning a war
even in ‘the machine age.
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The New Recordings

COMPOSITION, PERFORMER,

ENGINEERING

ALBUM, NUMBER,
NUMBER OF RECORDS

Recording Technique

REMARKS
Surface

PROKOFIEFF, SONATA
IN D (VIOLIN &
PIANO) Op. 94. Szigeti,
violin; Leonid Hambro,
piano.

Balance grossly favors
violin; piano is faint.
By this time engi-
neers should know in-
struments in a sonata A

A delightful work, full of
P’s mannerisms (but isn’t
Beethoven “‘typically Bee-
thoven”?) ; related to vio-
lin concertos.  Simpler,

Columbia M 620 (3) $3.75 | are equal partners, better integrated than re-
should be so balanced! cent large orchestral works
Columbia seldom by Prokofieff. Bad bal-

makes this mistake
.. . why here?

ance obscures excellent
playing of Hambro.

MAHLER, SONGS OF A

WAYFARER (Lieder | orch. and voice. In
eines Fahrenden gesellen). { soft parts singer is
Carol Brice, Pittsburgh § “built up’’ more than

Symph. Reiner.
Columbia X 267 (2) $2.75

seems

Fine balance between

necessary— | A
sounds as though she
she had moved closer

(See below)

Carol Brice is equal to An-
derson in vocal quality,
and more at home 1in
“classical” music;  her
younger voice is more flex-
ible. May well be greatest,

to you. Negro voice.
MAHLER IN BRIEF
OLUMBIA’S release of the (and hazier) conceptions of great-

Malher “Songs of a Wayfarer”

is another long step in making
the genius of Mahler understand-
able for today’s audience—so differ-
ent from whatever audience (if any)
Mahler envisioned for his gigantic
symphonies. In spite of exceptions
to prove the rule, today’s musical
taste calls for shorter and shorter

works, of greater and greater rela-

tive concentration, along the lines
of earlier music before the great
physical expansion of the nineteenth
century. - Why else, for one reason
at least, are the short works of Schu-
bert, Mozart, Chopin increasingly
popular? Not a little of this has to
do with the requirements of radio
and phonograph, but these in turn
are no more than part of the in-
creased tempo of the twentieth cen-
tury—a tempo far too restless to take
in Mahler-in-the-large, even in the
dubious form of escape.

Mahler had the gift of song al-
most as did Schubert, and whatever
he may have written it is the song
elément in his music that keeps it
alive. Though Mahler specialists may
disagree, it is the beauty of the in-
dividual thematic ideas in the sym-
phonies that holds our wandering
attention, not the over-all monumen-
tality. They are of firmer stuff by
far than, for instance, the popular
Rachmaninoff themes, which are too
short, too concise to be songs, yet too
long for real symphonic material.

But where Schubert wrote his
songs without a minute’s thought,
Mahler was obsessed with far larger

ness; and to complicate matters he
was also a genius, technically, at
handling the largest orchestra, which
merely fed into his passion for huge
music. Into the idea of symphonic
monumentality the tiny lied could
fit only as so much thematic mate-
rial, incidental to the whole. Yet
there are dozens of Mahler melo-
dies which most of us wish could
somehow be excised from their gar-
gantuan settings as true lieder.

“Songs of a Wayfarer” answer
that wish. They are a group of in-
dividual short songs ,with accom-
paniment for full orchestra—and it
is characteristic of Mahler that he
dashed them off in preoccupation
because he could not find the time
to work on his obsession, the sym-
phonies. Each is a true song, a mu-
sical unit, with its own highly in-
dividual material and mood, yet the
rich orchestral dtcompaniment has
the brilliant instrumentation and
striking musical content of the sym-
phonies. For our ears these trifies
are masterpieces. In their brief bril-
liance we can easily find the real
genius of Mahler—which, no mat-
ter how often we may read of it, is,
in the endlessly long symphonies,
just too much for the jaded ear to
grasp. No matter what your pre-
vious opinion of Mahler may have
been, this small album is guaranteed
to please, and notably with the ex-
traordinary voice of Carol Brice and
the beautifully recorded Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra:

Epwarp TarnaL. CANBY.

WORLD'S LIGHTEST

AUTOMATIC IRON
does your ironing
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MatMatie’s quick, accurate, elosely-controlled heat
—200% faster than old, heavy-type irons—does
what extra weight and your muscles formerly had
to do. That’s why MatMatic can weigh only 2V
Ibs.—yet can do more work BETTER, FASTER,
EASIER and SAFER. MatMatic maintains just the
right heat to quickly and easily iron each type of
fabric. No waiting for iron to recover lost heat.
No danger of scorching. And ironing day ex-
haustion is a thing of the pre-war past!

Fingertip control, Telephons grip 59.60

Fully guaranteed
F.0.B. New York
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
ADD 29 SALES TAX IN N.Y.C.

Send Mail Orders to
1926 Broadway, N. Y. 23

ELECTRONICS-IEW YORK. 1N

37 West 57th St.
2 Park Avenue
Broadway at 65th St.

HEBREW MUSIC

D47—SABBATH PRAYERS

Cantor Jonah Binder and chorus, 3—I2” rec-
ords of traditional prayers welcoming the Sab-
bath, including Shelom Aleichem, Klddush;
Borchu, Mi Chomocho. $3.46

D906—HEBREW-PALESTINIAN |
FOLK MELODIES

Palestinian String Quartette. 3—I2” records of
inspired music from biblical to modern times ...
Hebrew Melody . . . Palestinian Dance . . 2
Chassidic Dance . . . Song of Rejoicing. $4.72
*Plus 2% CITY SALES TAX IN N. Y. C.
For mailing anywhere in the U. S., please add
60c for packing and mallmg_.
Write for catalog ofG_lf!tecords. Appliances and
ifts.

YOU CAN ORDER ANY RECORD MADE FROM

n ABSO" MAIL MART
DEPT. 12
111 W. 52nd ST. NEW YORK 19
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PROTECT BOOKS FROM
MILDEW

A single application of MIL-DU-RID quickly

removes ugly mildew from leather book-
bindings. Gets rid of ‘“‘musty” smell. Pre-
vents new growth.

SAFE, ECONOMICAL, EASY TO USE. Ask
for MIL-DU-RID at department, hardware,
or drug stores.

SEND FOR FREE BOOKLET: “What Is
Mildew? How To Prevent It On Book-
bindings.”” Dept. S86

INTERCHEMICAL CORPORATION
Fair Lawn . New Jersey
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