Christ’s Last Days on Earth

THE LANCE OF LONGINUS. By
Prince Hubertus zu Loewenstein.
New York: The Macmillan Com-~
pany. 1946. 166 pp. $2.

Reviewed by RoOBERT PICK

RINCE zu Loewenstein is a
Plearned historian, but he is also

a devout Catholic. Engaged,
since he came to this country about
ten years ago, in politico-historical
studies, he now has felt the tempta-
tion to contribute to the growing bulk
of religious fiction. Both his scholar-
ship and the sincerity of his faith
seem to single him out for retelling
in his own language the eternal story
of Christ’s last days on earth.

He sees it through the eyes of
Longinus, a loyal Roman centurion,
who is fully aware of the world-wide
significance of what happens in and
around the Temple of J erusalem. The
memory of his father, who gave his
life in Rome’s fight against Jewish
zealotism, has made him deeply sensi-
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tive to the conflict whose climax he is
called upon to witness. Proud though
he is of his Roman citizenship and
the Roman way of life, he yet cannot
close his eyes to the spiritual reasons
for the Palestinian disorders. He is
an educated man, has read his Virgil,
and has come (as only ages to be
would do) to interpret the Fourth
Eclogue as a Messianic message. When
Pilate tries to shift the weight of
his responsibility, and wants Longinus
to pronounce the final sentence
against Jesus of Nazareth, Longinus
places his conscience, or rather his
conscientious doubts, above his
loyalty to the emperor.

Longinus is imprisoned for his dis-
obedience, though more to fortify his
own waning trust in traditional values
than to please the authorities, he has
of his own will tried to prevent the
prophesied resurrection of the cruci-
fed. “But one of the soldiers with a
spear pierced His side, and forthwith
came there out blood and water” (St.
John 19, 34).

In Prince zu Loewenstein’s pres-
entation, the spear is Longinus’s
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“most cherished possession....Some-
thing of priceless value was attached
to it, and it was no ordinary staff.
Few officers could boast such a one.
In a split second, by pressing two
buttons, it could be elongated to three
times its length, like a toasting fork.
This device had been invented by a
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Jovely wife for a walk high
v above San Francisco and

by FRANCES CRANE

author of THE INDIGO NECKLACE )

Greek sword-cutler about fifteen
years ago, but so far it had not been
introduced as part of the general
army issue.” Some readers, the pres-
ent one included, may feel that such
details do not add to the poignancy
of the simple text of the Gospel. The
author obviously wants to emulate
the efforts of medieval legend tellers.
It is his own erudition that stands
in his way. '

It was a perfect night
for murder. Pat Abbott, just
out of the Marines, took his

they stepped straight into
their most exciting adventure.
“Another Grade A Crane
opus. High pressure jigsaw
work in her best vein.” —WILL
curpY, N.Y.Herald Tribune

Everywbhere, $2.00
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A Short History
of Canada
for Americans

By ALFRED L. BURT

A timely and important history, including
much material never before published in
book form. New interpretations of familiar
events shed new light on North American
history.

JOHN T. FREDERICK: " Admirably written and
generously illustrated, it is ideal for the gen-
eral reader .., As vivid and fast moving.and
absorbing as the rich material deserves.”

POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY: “A remark-
able achievement in its close-knit, yet vivid
texture of salient circumstances, persons, and
incidents.”

328 pages, 107 illustrations,
8 maps, $3.00

The turbulent adolescence
of the American Republic

Freedom’s
Ferment

The story of the planners, dreamers, and
crusaders of 100 years ago.

SATURDAY REVIEW: "I know of no more com-
petent and sympathetic study of those forma-
tive years.”

N.Y. HERALD TRIBUNE: “Recommended to all
who have a lively interest in the heritage of
our progressive liberties.”  Illustrated, $5.00
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At all bookstores
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In Technicolor

THE FOXES OF HARROW. By
Frank Yerby. New York: Dial
Press. 1946. 534 pp. $3.

Reviewed by NaTHAN L. ROTHMAN

OR the devotee of the plushy,
F over-heated romance, this book

should provide nothing less than
an orgy. It has everything. There are
by now so many time-tested charac-
ters and situations which have suc-
cessively furnished the melo-roman-
tic novel that it would seem neces-
sary for the writer who plans one to
choose this or that pattern of raging
passion and leave the others, how-
ever regretfully.

But, you will find, Mr. Yerby has
had no such problem. He got them
all in, and with notable ease. Stephen
Fox, the hero of his book—and the
word was never so apt—can only be
described as a reincarnation, in one
body, of Lucifer, D’Artagnan, Frank
Merriwell, and Superman. There is
nothing he cannot do, no man he can-
not best, no woman he cannot have;
and from the moment he lands in
New Orleans (time, 1825) with the
usual shoestring, all of these things
are demonstrated, to the steady ac-
companiment of the clash of arms,
thunder, and lightning. Naturally he
builds the greatest fortune in Louisi-
ana, is loved by the two most beau-
tiful women in the South, sisters, and
marries both of them, successively.

There is, too, the other side of New
Orleans, represented by a beautiful
Creole, making a triangle of women
about the restless Fox. There are
sons and daughters who grow and re-
peat with variations the thematic
violence of their begetter. Some men-
tion of the problem of slavery, mount-
ing to the Civil War, is made too, in
ringing, telescopic March - of - Time
phrases.

As a matter of fact the book
rings throughout with colorful pas-
sions and the words to match. It is
not a historical novel-—for that must
have some reality in it—but it is a
good example of the technicolored
fantasies that have been passing as

such of late.

“Please, publishers,
now that the war is
over, give us more

books like this one.”

—CHICAGO SUN
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HY a family keeping a tea-
room near Vancouver should
suddenly pull up and start for Coster
Island, British Columbia . . . can be
explained only by the delightful fact
that they were that sort of people.
That they then went into the fish busi-
ness in its more romantic aspects is ex-
plained only by the fact that they did.
Mr. Cox tells it with unfailing zest;
the book is handsome to look at and
relieving to read.”

—New York Herald Tribune

“The seascapes and humorous
sketches by Lucina Smith Wakefield
add much to this unusual and delight-
ful story of escape from the common-
place.” —Buffalo News

GREENHORNS
IN BLUE
PASTURES

By Harold R. W. Cox
Hlustrated by Lucina Smith Wakefield

At all bookstores
Price $2.75

(A Smith & Durrell Book)
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