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Trip or Substitute 
so YOU'RE GOING TO ENGLAND. 

By Clara Laughlin. New York: 
Houghton Mifflin Co. 1948. 640 pp. 
$5. 

By QuENTiN R E Y N O L D S 

THE publishing firm of Houghton 
Mifflin has just made a tremen

dous wager that there will be no war. 
The wager was not made with one of 
those reliable Jersey City houses 
which handle the cases of those who 
like to bet that one horse can run 
faster than another, nor was it made 
in the more subtle form of insurance 
with Lloyd's of London. Houghton 
Mifflin with calm confidence made its 
wager by publishing a 640-page travel 
book called "So You're Going to Eng
land." This is a revised edition of the 
original book writ ten by Clara 
Laughlin many years ago. The author 
died six years ago and the task of r e 
vision fell into the capable hands of 
her long-time associate, Mildred Brit
ten Austin. 

Travel books are traditionally 
bought by people who are contem
plating travel. If war comes, the only 
ones who will be free to travel will 
be young men in brown uniforms 
who will have no time to inspect the 
beauty of England so ecstatically de
scribed by Clara Laughlin. But 
Houghton Mifflin, in publishing this 
postwar edition of "So You're Going 
to England," has unmistakably shown 
its confidence in peace. 

Such confidence deserves to be r e 
warded and such a book deserves to 
be bought. The book is filled with in

formation, charm, anecdotes, and in
terest. Clara Laughlin takes England 
up carefully by the back of its neck 
and lays it gently in your lap. She 
considers every large city, every 
medium-sized city, and every hamlet 
that might have a story to tell. Her 
chapter on Liverpool is truly extraor
dinary. My visits to Liverpool were 
confined to the war years, and with 
the exception of Birmingham (or pos
sibly Slough) it seemed to be the 
dullest, most drab city in England. I 
realize now that the fault was mine— 
not Liverpool's. Clara Laughlin r e 
veals Liverpool as an exciting metrop
olis which has a lot more to recom
mend it than the modern cocktail 
lounge in the Adelphi Hotel. She took 
the trouble to make friends with the 
city, and when you finish reading 
about Liverpool you wish you had. 

A reviewer is supposed to approach 
his task (so I've heard) with objec
tivity and detachment. The chapters 
on London completely routed both of 
these critical requisites. Her stories 
of London to one who loves the city 
are only wonderful. The late Clara 
Laughlin, for instance, knows Fleet 
Street and the Strand better than any 
of us who lived and worked in that 
section of the city. She makes leisure
ly digressions to tell us the history of 
landmarks like the Cheshire Cheese, 
Temple Bar, and the Savoy Hotel. 

She brings to life Kings and Car
dinals, saints and sinners who once 
walked, rode, or prowled the Strand 
in the days when it was just a foot
path on the banks of the Thames. 

"If we treat ghosts pleasantly, 
they're really very kind," she says. 

This is not a book to be read only 
by those contemplating a trip to Eng
land. It could well be read as a sub
stitute for a trip to England. I defy 
anyone who is susceptible to the 
charm of interesting places to find a 
dull page in it. Four dollars? That 
makes it the greatest buy since Man
hattan went for $24 plus beads. 

For ETO Vet & Bro. 
^OUR HOLIDAY IN BRITAIN. By 

Gordon Cooper. New York: A. A. 
Wyn. 1948. 194 pp. $3.50. 

ALL THE BEST IN ENGLAND. By 
Sydney Clark. New York: Dodd, 
Mead &'Co. 1948. 340 -pp. $3.50. 

Reviewed by PAMELA KELLINO 

IN THE years that foUowed World 
War I the tourist traffic of West

ern Europe thrived on the patronage 
of Americans. 

"American sightseer" came to de
note a new comedy type in England, 

WHEN YOU COME TO 

XkWi^yim 
Britain's Railways will be your host as 

you travel on such famous trains as the 
Fly ing Scotsman, the Royal Scot, the 
Cornish RiviercT and the Golden Arrow. 
When you visit Ireland or the Continent, 
you'll enjoy our cross-channel steamer 
services. A welcome owaits you, too, at 
any of the 43 railway-operated hotels. 

Foi iickett, reseryaiions and Bufhorifntive 
Iranel Inlormation on fhe Brifish Isles 

CONSULT YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT 
or any of our offices: 

NEW YORK 20, N . Y.—9 Rockefeller Plaza 
C H I C A G O 3, ILL.—39 So. LaSalle Street 
LOS ANGELES 14, CAL—510 West Sixth St. 
TORONTO, ONT.—Canadian Pacific BIdg. 

Full-color map folder, "The Brifish Isles" 
will be senf you on request. Write Dept. M 
at any of the above addresses. 
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SPECIAL OFFER! 

®Iyp iianrI|?Ht?r Cluardian 
Air Edition 

If you appreciate sound, unbiased thinking 
about British and world affairs, we invite 
you to read the next four issues of the 
Manchester Guardian Weekly—at our riik. 

". . . unmistakably, one of t/ie world's lialt-
dozen great newspapers . . ." 

TIME MAGAZINE 

The air edition of the Manchester Guardian 
Weekly brings you many stimulating fea
tures: (1) This Week, a front-page report 
on world issues; (2) Editorial Comment 
and Criticism; (3) Foreign Correspond
ence; (4) London Letter; (5) Special Fea
tures; (6) Books Qf the Week; (7) Cross
word Puzzle; (8) Reviews of Plays and 
Films; (9) Main Currents in Business. 

FREE EXAMINATION OFFER! 

Mail coupon with two dollars for the next 
sixteen issues. Money back in four weeks 
if not delighted with this unusual British 
newspaper. 

The Manchester Guardian, 53 E. 51 St., N. Y. 22 
Enter my subscription to tiie Manchester Guard
ian Weekly, as checked below. If not satisfied 
after 4 weeks, I may cancel and get a fall 
refund. 

Q One year, $7.50 D 16 weeks, $2 
Name 
Address 
City Zone State 
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CHRISTOPHER MORLEY 
upon his return from England— 

WROTE: 
". . . 1 have just returned from two 
months in Britain, where 1 had op
portunity to see how much your 
service means to the recipients . . . 
Please ship two of the Viking Par
cels . . . Many thanks for your un
failing courtesy." 

Faithfully yours, 

weUom. rel,.l -om ^e ,^,, „, 

;r;:>.:°:"^-"-«---°'^'"^° 
•Viking" potteModoy? 

* " " ' 1 : : t i «m fines. Creamery BUmR 
IVj lb. tin Hygrade BACON 
1 2 M . tin Armour's TONGUE 

i/j lb. CHEESE 
1 lb. whole-groin RICE 
1 lb. Cube SUGAR 

. fin Guava JELLY 15 01 

SenJ for our Listing of other Vine Pood , 
Gift Parcels to Britain and all European 

Countries. <$3-98-17.95) 

W't^m^. 

136 NV West 22nd Street, New York 11 , N.Y. 

Writing instruction 
and up-to-date manuscript market lists— 
both are found every month in The 
Writer, the pioneer magazine for literary 
workers. 

Experienced authors and lead
ing editors give technical help on all 
fields of writing for' publication. New 
writing fields are outlined, common er
rors pointed out, successful methods of 
writing and .selling described, and new 
markets listed. 

Practical, down-to-earth advice 
in every issue. 

%etKi today for our 

Special Infroduciory 
Offer 

5 months for $ 1 . 0 0 
(Regular rate $3 a year) 

Mail this ad with $1 to 

THE WRITER 
8 Arlington St., Boston 16, Mass. 

easi ly recognizab le on account of h is 
b r a s s y accent, his h o r n - r i m m e d 
glasses, and his s t r a w hat . The samie 
e a r m a r k s m a d e trim the v ic t im of t h e 
F r e n c h l iotel ier 's g rac ious r apac i ty . 
In G e r m a n y the innocent , g o o d - n a 
t u r e d chap exp lo i t ed the f avorab le 
m o n e y e x c h a n g e w i t h a n e x t r a v a 
gance so gross t h a t he i n d o c t r i n a t e d 

a gene ra t i on of y o u n g G e r m a n s w i t h 
a l imi t less c o n t e m p t for A m e r i c a n 
k u l t u r . 

The m o d e r n e q u i v a l e n t of th is t y p e 
is no t l ike ly to do m u c h t r a v e l i n g in 
a E u r o p e s h a t t e r e d by W o r l d W a r II . 
B u t t h e r e is ev idence t h a t Br i t a in ' s 
i nv i t a t i on wi l l no t go u n a n s w e r e d . 

"Your Ho l iday in B r i t a i n " m i g h t 

The Travel Log 
ENGLAND T h e S a t u r d a y Review's G u i d e t o 16 m m . 1 

Sound F i l m s for t h e Fireside Traveler 
Part I: hnmhm 

*,'Vvailable without ch.oi-ge **.\viiilable for jnircliase or rnnt.'d 
***Availablef')rschool, church, and club gi-ouiis only 

i 1 
'1 ille 1 Di'laila I Dixrription 

BIG CITY** i Black and white. 
(Prewar London) j Fotn-teen minutes. 

Sound. 
P'ilms from Britain 
Seiles; BIS 

London's woi-k(>is crowd the trams and 
undergrounds to get to their jobs and 
leisure-time activities. Scenes of the 
city's complex transportation system. 

H E I R TO TIIK Black and white. i Highlights in the life of Princess 
THRONE** , i;ieven minutes. ^ I",lizabeth: the .lubileo, tlic Coronation, 

Sound. review of tlie Grenadier Gtiards. Daily 
British Movietone | life at ^ '̂in(ls<)r Castle.-

' News, C.O.I.; BIS 

HISTORIC 1 Black and white. 
ST. PAUL'S** 1 Fourteen minutes. 

Sound. 
British Consul: BIS 

LONDON CAN 
TAKE IT** 

(Wartime I^ondon) 

LONDON, 
CITY OF 

TRADITION*** 
(Prewar London) 

N I G H T MAIL** 

PROUD CITY** 
(Postwar London) 

WESTMINSTER 
ABBEY** 

WORDS FOR 
BATTLE** 

(Wartime London) 

Black and white. 
Ten minutes. 
Soinid. 
Crown Film Unit; 
BIS 

Black and white. 
Ten minutes. 
Sound. 
M(!M:Fi tzPat r ick 
Traveltalk Series 

Black and white. 
Twenty-five minutes. 
Sovuid. 
(i.P.O. Film Unit; 
BIS 

Black and white. 
Twenty-six minutes. 
Sound. 
Green|)ark Produc
tions, VWm Producers 
Guihl; BIS 

Black and white. 
Fourteen minutes. 
Sound. 
Insjiiration PicttU'es; 
BIS 

Black and white. 
Eiglit minutes. 
Sound. 
Crown Film Unit; 
BIS 

The story of one of England's great 
cathedrals—relniilt after the Great 
Fire of London, and now the shrine of 
such hei-oes as Nelson and Wellington. 

.iVn eye-witness accoiuit of the first 
shock of the Battle of Britain and the 
way life resumes the next morning. 
Commentary by Quentin Reynolds. 
Often referred to as the first great film 
of World War 11. 

Views of such t?aditional symbols as: 
Biickingham I'al.ace. Tower of London, 
and House of Parliament. Historical 
char.acters and events are identified 
with these landmarks. 

One of the classic documentaries. 
Produced by Grierson. Cavalcanti, and 
Basil Wright. Narration written in 
Hank verse and delivered by the poet 
W. H. Auden. 

After the damage wrought by the blitz, 
study and investigation produced plans 
for rebuilding the huge, straggling 
metropolis which will prevent hap
hazard regrowtli. 

Here Parliament once met; her-e for 
centin-ies the sovereigns have been 
crowned atid here illustrious I'jiglishmen 
are buried. Gothic architecture at its 
best. 

Lain-ence Olivier delivers selections from 
the most famous passages of English lit
erature which have been chosen to crys-
talize the beliefs for wliicli Britain 
fought the war. 

For further information about the purchase or rental or these and other films, please 
write to Film Department. 'I'he Saturday Review of Literature, 2.5 West 4.5 Street, .New 
York 18, N. Y. 

Some 16 mm. sound films are available without cost; rentals made lhriuii;h yuiu- local 
educational film libraiy seldom exceed one dollar per reel. 

All films are shipped express collect and returned express prepaid. 

T//C Saturilax Rcviciv 
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