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Trzp or Substitute

SO YOU’RE GOING TO ENGLAND.
By Clara Laughlin. New York:
Houghton Mifflin Co. 1948. 640 pp.
$5.

By QUENTIN REYNOLDS

HE publishing firm of Houghton

Mifflin has just made a tremen-
dous wager that there will be no war.
The wager was not made with one of
those reliable Jersey City houses
which handle the cases of those who
like to bet that one horse can run
faster than another, nor was it made
in the more subtle form of insurance
with Lloyd’s of London. Houghton
Mifflin with calm confidence made its
wager by publishing a 640-page travel
book called “So You're Going to Eng-
land.” This is a revised edition of the
original book written by Clara
Laughlin many years ago. The author
died six years ago and the task of re-
vision fell into the capable hands of
her long-time associate, Mildred Brit-
ten Austin.

Travel books are traditionally
bought by people who are contem-
plating travel. If war comes, the only
ones who will be free to travel will
be young men in brown uniforms
who will have no time to inspect the
heauty of England so ecstatically de-
scribed by Clara Laughlin. But
Houghton Mifflin, in publishing this
postwar edition of “So You're Going
to England,” has unmistakably shown
its confidence in peace.

Such confidence deserves to be re-
warded and such a book deserves to
be bought. The book is filled with in-
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formation, charm, anecdotes, and in-
terest. Clara Laughlin takes England
up carefully by the back of its neck
and lays it gently in your lap. She
considers every large city, every
medium-sized city, and every hamlet
that might have a story to tell. Her
chapter on Liverpool is truly extraor-
dinary. My visits to Liverpool were
confined to the war years, and with
the exception of Birmingham (or pos-
sibly Slough) it seemed to be the
dullest, most drab city in England. I
realize now that the fault was mine—
not Liverpool’s. Clara Laughlin re-
veals Liverpool as an exciting metrop-
olis which has a lot more to recom-
mend it than the modern cocktail
lounge in the Adelphi Hotel. She took
the trouble to make friends with the
city, and when you finish reading
about Liverpool you wish you had.
A reviewer is supposed to approach
his task (so I've heard) with objec-
tivity and detachment. The chapters
on London completely routed both of
these critical requisites. Her stories
of London to one who loves the city
are only wonderful. The late Clara
Laughlin, for instance, knows Fleet
Street and the Strand better than any
of us who lived and worked in that
section of the city. She makes leisure-
ly digressions to tell us the history of
landmarks like the Cheshire Cheese,
Temple Bar, and the Savoy Hotel.
She brings to life Kings and Car-
dinals, saints and sinners who once
walked, rode, or prowled the Strand
in the days when it was just a foot-
path on the banks of the Thames.
“It we treat ghosts pleasantly,
they're really very kind,” she says.
This is not a book to be read only
by those contemplating a trip to Eng-
land. It could well be read as a sub-
stitute for a trip to England. I defy
anyone who is susceptible to the
charm of interesting places to find a
dull page in it. Four dollars? That
makes it the greatest buy since Man-
hattan went for $24 plus beads.

For ETO Vet & Bro.

YOUR HOLIDAY IN BRITAIN. By
Gordon Cooper. New York: A. A.
Wyn. 1948. 194 pp. $3.50.

ALL THE BEST IN ENGLAND. By
Sydney Clark. New York: Dodd,
Mead & Co. 1948. 340 pp. $3.50.

Reviewed by Pamrra KEeLLINO

N THE years that followed World

War I the tourist traffic of West-
ern Europe thrived on the patronage
of Americans.

“American sightseer” came to de-
note a new comedy type in England,
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SPECIAL OFFER!
The Manchester Guardian

Air Edition
If you appreciate sound, unbiased thinking
about British and world affairs, we invite

you to read the next four issues of the
Manchester Guardian Weekly—at our risk.

’”

. unmistakably, one of the world’s half-
dozen great newspapers . . .
TIME MAGAZINE

The air edition of the Manchester Guardian
W eekly brings you many stimulating fea.
tures: (1) This Week, a front-page report
on world issues; (2) Editorial Comment
and Criticism; (3) Foreign Correspond-
ence; (4) London Letter; (5) Special Fea-
tures; (6) Books of the Week; (7) Cross.
word Puzzle; (8) Reviews of Plays and
Films; (9) Main Currents in Business.
FREE EXAMINATION OFFER!

Mail coupon with two dollars for the next
sixteen issues. Money back in four weeks
if not delighted with this unusual British
newspaper.

N. Y. 22
Enter my subscription to the Manchester Guard-
ian Weekly, as checked below. If not satisfied
af;er d4 weeks, I may cancel and get a full
rerund.

The Manchester Guardian, 53 E. 5i St.,

{1 One year, $7.50 3 16 weeks, $2




CHRISTOPHER MORLEY
upon his return from England—

WROTE:

. 1 bave just returned from two
months in Britain, where I bad op-
portunity to see how much your
service means to the recipients . . .
Please ship two of the Viking Par-
cels . .. Many thanks for your un-
failing courtesy.”
Faithfully yours,

0. BRITAIN

are @

© FOOD PARCELS T
| iking” i jon parcels
~yiking" ond ils companion ¢
U'cehome relief from their uuslere‘dleL’ 1hes:‘
nutritious parcels mitigate the tedious nred !

y and Friends abroad. Why not sen

your Fomil

vdin LL Charges » Guar
1 dTws:> : Ib. tins finest Creamery BUTTER
11/, 1b. tin Hygrade BACON
12 oz. tin Armour’s TONGUE
¥y Ib. CHEESE
1 ib. whole-grain RICE
1 ib. Cube SUGAR
15 o1. tin Guava JELLY

Send for our Listing of other Fine Food
Gift Parcels to Britain and all Enropean
Countries. ($3.98-17.95)

'."J(/{/ 4

s.hne.

pe
136 NV West 22nd Street, New York 11, N.Y.

“Viking'" parcel today? :._;.
“The VIKING—3$7.99 N
anteed Delivery}

Writing instruction

and up-to-date manuscript market lists—
both are found every month in The
Writer, the pioneer magazine for literary
workers.

Fxperienced authors and lead-
ing editors give technical help on all
ficlds of writing for publication. New
writing fields are outlined, common er-
rors pointed out, successful methods of
writing and selling described, and new
markets listed.

Practical, down-to-carth advice
in every issue,

Send today for our
Special Introductory

Offer
5 months for $1 .00

(Regular rate $3 a year)
Mail this ad with $1 to

THE WRITER

8 Arlington St., Boston 16, Mass.

easily recognizable on account of his a generation of young Germans with
brassy accent, his  horn-rimmed a limitless contempt for American
glasses, and his straw hat. The same kultur.

earmarks made him the victim of the The modern equivalent of this type
French hotelier’s gracious rapacity. is not likely to do much traveling in
In Germany the innocent, good-na- a2 Europe shattered by World War IL
tured chap exploited the favorable But there is evidence that Britain's
money exchange with an extrava- invitation will not go unanswered.
gance so gross that he indoctrinated “Your Holiday in Britain” might
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ENGLAND The Saturday Review’s Guide to 16 mm.

Sound Films for the Fireside Traveler
Part I: London

|

|

*Available without charge **Available for purchase or rental
***Available for school, church, and elub groups only

j !
\

Title | Details ‘ Deseription
BIG CITY** I Black and white. i London’s workers crowd the trams and
(Prewar London) | Fourteen minutes, undergrounds to get to their jobs and
Sound. leisure-time activities. Scenes of the

Films from Britain | eity’s complex transportation system.
¢ Series; BIS

HFEIR TO THE  Black and white.

Ilighlights in the life of Princess

THRONIE** . Lleven minutes. Flizabeth: the Jubilee, the Cloronation,
| Sound. review of the Grenadier Guards, Daily
I British Movietone life at Windsor Castle.
" News, C.O.I.; BIS
HISTORIC i Black and white. The story of one of England’s great
ST. PAUL’S** | Fourteen minutes. cathedrals—rebuilt  after the Great
Sound. Fire of London, and now the shrine of
British Clonsul; BIS such heroes as Nelson and Wellington,
LONDON (AN | Black and white. An eye-witness aceount of the first
TAKEL IT** ¢ Ten minutes. shock of the Battle of Britain and the
(Wartime London) l Sound. way life resumes the next morning.
i Crown Film Unit; Commentary by Quentin  Reynolds.
. BIS Often referred to as the first great film
of World War T1,
LONDOX, Black and white. Views of such traditional symbols as:
CITY OF \ Ten minutes. Buckingham Pulace, Tower of London,
TRADITION *** Sound. and Ilouse of Parliament. Historical
(Prewar London) MG FitzPatrick characters and events are identified
Traveltalk Series with these Iandmarks,
NIGHT MAIL** Black and white. One of the classic documentaries.
. | Twenty-five minutes. Produced by Grierson, Cavaleanti, and
I Sound. Basil Wright.  Nuarration written in
i G.P.O. Tilm  Unit; | blank verse and delivered by the poet
© O BIS W. H. Auden.
PROUD CITY** | Black and white. After the damage wrought by the blitz,
(Postwar London) Twenty-sxix minutes. study and investigation produced plans
Sound. for rebuilding the huge, straggling
Greenpark  Produe- | metropolis which will prevent hap-

Guild; BIS

|

|

|

| tions. Film Producers hazard regrowth.
WESTMINSTER *

Black and white. Here Parliament once met; here for
ABBIY ** Fourteen minutes, centuries the sovereigns have been
Sound. crowned and here illustrious Englishmen
Inspiration Pictures; | are buried. Gothic architecture at its
BIS best.

WORDS FOR Black and white. Laurence Olivier delivers selections from
BATTLE** Fight minutes. the most famous passages of English lit-
(Wartime London) Sound. erature which have been chosen to crys-
I Crown Film Unit; | talize the beliefs for which Britain

© BIS | fought the war.

For further information about the purchase or rental or these and other films, please
write to Film Department, The Saturday Review of Literature, 25 West 45 Street, New
York 18, N. Y.

Some 16 mm. sound films are available without cost; rentals made through vour local
educational film library seldom exceed one dollar per reel.

All films are shipped express collect and returned express prepaid.
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