
Hocus-Pocus Throughout History 
THE MIRROR OF MAGIC: A History 

of the Magical Ideas and Practices 
of the Western World. By Kurt 
Seligmann. New York: Pantheon 
Books. 1948. 504 pp. $8.50. 

Reviewed by PADRAIC COLUM 

AL T H O U G H th i s book is encyclo
pedic it h a s no t t h e d ryness of a 

w o r k of r e f e r ence ; i t dea l s w i t h a 
fasc ina t ing subjec t in a n e n t e r t a i n i n g 
way . T h e a u t h o r is a n a r t i s t w h o 
w r i t e s ou t of a l ife-long i n t e r e s t in 
m a g i c ; for h i m mag ic , or t o be m o r e 
gene ra l , t h e p i c t u r e of t h e w o r l d t h a t , 
so t o speak , r a t i ona l i ze s mag ic , is one 
of t h e g r e a t c r e a t i o n s of t h e h u m a n 
i m a g i n a t i o n — " a l iving t r a d i t i o n which 
h a s p e r m e a t e d rel igion, poli t ics , phi l 
osophy, and, above all , t h e a r t s . " H e 
a ims a t confining his sub jec t t o E u 
rope a n d to t h e Chr i s t i an period, b u t 
h e h a s h a d to m a k e excurs ions a m o n g 
t h e Arabs , t h e Chinese, t h e P e r s i a n s , 
t h e J e w s of t h e pos t -Chr i s t i an period, 
and h a s h a d to open w i t h a fa i r ly ex
tens ive accoun t of t h e mag ic of Meso
po tamia , Pe rs ia , Pa l e s t i ne , Egyp t , a n d 
proceed t h r o u g h Greece, t h e R o m a n 
E m p i r e , and the sect t h a t w a s t h e 
c a r r i e r for so m a n y m a g i c a l ideas 
a n d p rac t i ces . Gnost ic ism. 

His accoun t of m a g i c a l ideas a n d 
p r a c t i c e s in E u r o p e opens w i t h al
chemy. T h e a r t c a m e in to t he W e s t in 
t h e second c e n t u r y A.D. B u t i t w a s 
w i t h t h e coming in to E u r o p e of t h e 
H e r m e t i c books, t he r eve l a t i ons as 
cr ibed to " th r i ce g r e a t H e r m e s , " t h a t 
t h e a l chemis t s received t h a t body of 
esoter ic doc t r ine t h a t gave t h e m de
votees t h r o u g h genera t ions , a n d t he se 
came some cen tu r i e s l a t e r . 

H o w did t h e m e t a p h y s i c a l specula
t ions of t he a lchemis t s , t h e cabal i s t s , 
t he Ros ic ruc ians fit w i t h t h e a p p a r 
en t ly a n a r c h i c p rac t i ces of t h e wi tches 
of t he Middle Ages? K u r t S e l i g m a n n 
speaks of t he m a g i c of t h e Rosicru
cians a n d t h e caba l i s t s as symbol iz ing 
" m a n ' s power over t h e m a t e r i a l wor ld , 
and t h e belief t h a t t h r o u g h t h o u g h t 
a n d ac t ion h e could ascend in to t h e 
r e a l m s of b ro the rhood . " T h e a t t e m p t 
to ga in power over t h e m a t e r i a l wor ld 
t h r o u g h t h o u g h t and ac t ion w a s in 
wi tchcraf t , too. 

W i t c h c r a f t w a s no t ob t rus ive in t h e 
e a r l y ages of Chr i s t i an E u r o p e . To be 
su re , t h e r e w e r e w o r k e r s in evil mag ic , 
b u t t h e y w e r e d e a l t w i t h in a m a n n e r 
t h a t l a t e r seemed to be of e x t r a o r d i n 
a r y leniency. " T o g e t h e r w i t h t h e devil 
t he wi t ch m a d e h e r e n t r a n c e in to t h e 
Middle Ages , " K u r t S e l i g m a n n wr i tes , 
d a t i n g t h e e n t r y in t h e e l even th cen
tu ry . T h e n un t i l t h e e igh t een th , w h e n 
belief w a s st i l l c o m m o n t h a t wi t ches 

could fly w i t h t h e speed of wind, E u 
r o p e w a s u n d e r increas ing t e r r o r of 
wi tchcra f t , a t e r r o r t h a t w a s added t o 
by who lesa le pe rsecu t ions . If m a g i c 
m a y be r e g a r d e d as a sy s t em t h a t 
ex is ted side by side w i t h Chr i s t i an i ty , 
i t h a d a s m a n y m a r t y r s as t h e e a r l y 
Church , p robab ly m a n y , m a n y m o r e . 
One of t he few good th ings t h a t could 
be said for Lou is XIV w a s t h a t he 
s topped t r i a l s for wi tchcra f t , and w h e n 
his c o u r t s h a d to dea l w i t h t h e sacr i 
fice of in fan t s in t he B lack Mass he 
p u t t h e p r a c t i t i o n e r s on t r i a l no t as 
w i t ches b u t as c r imina l s . 

Or ig ina l ly w h a t a f t e r w a r d s c a m e to 
be wi tches ' s a b b a t h w a s a r ev iva l of 
t h e old p a g a n cul ts , t h e u n e x t i r p a t e d 
re l ig ion of t h e v i l lages a n d t h e h e a t h s . 
B u t " t he s a b b a t h b e c a m e s in i s te r 
w h e n t h e old p a g a n r i t e s w e r e no 
longer cons idered t h e rev iva l of a de
cayed p a s t bu t evil ac t iv i t ies b o r n of 
he re sy a n d wi t chc ra f t . " T h e c o u n t r y 
people h a d the i r m e m o r i e s of t he di
vini t ies t h a t we k n o w as P a n , Diana , 
J a n u s . As long as Chr i s t i an i ty m e a n t 
a n o r d e r in which v i l l agers a n d f a r m 
people could feel t hemse lves a pa r t , 
t he i r r ecour se to these w a s i n t e r m i t 
t en t . B u t w h e n chu rch and s t a t e 
p ressed too heav i ly upon t h e m t h e y 
w e r e d r a w n b a c k to t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 
divini t ies . T h e n c a m e t h e Black D e a t h 
which m a d e it seem t h a t t he divini ty 
of t h e c h u r c h a n d s t a t e w a s power
less. I t w a s t h e n t h a t t h e s a b b a t h be
c a m e " the evil ac t iv i t ies born of her 
esy and wi tchc ra f t . " T h e t e r r o r c r ea t ed 
by repress ions , a t e r r o r t h a t w e n t on 
for g e n e r a t i o n s in coun t r i e s t h a t h a d 
become P r o t e s t a n t as wel l as in coun
t r i e s t h a t r e m a i n e d Cathol ic , m a d e 
people t he m o r e e a g e r to join wi th 
t he gods of t h e underwor ld , now f rank
ly devils. I n t he m e a n t i m e , for t h e 
l e a rned t h e r e w e r e beliefs der ived 
f rom neo-P la ton i sm, Gnost icism, and 
the J ewi sh scho la r s of t he Cabba la . 

T h e r ise of i n t e r e s t in t he C a b b a l a 
is a n o t h e r e x a m p l e of t h e pe r s i s t ence 
of belief in t h e vs'orld p i c t u r e of mag ic . 
The H e b r e w p r o p h e t s h a d done m o r e 
t h a n any o t h e r sp i r i t ua l and in te l lec
t u a l l eade r s to w e a n people a w a y 
from it, a n d h a d c r e a t e d a sp i r i tua l 
a n d e th i ca l wor ld s e p a r a t e d f rom t h e 
mag ica l wor lds of E g y p t and Babylon. 
And ye t Jewish scho la r s in t h e post-
Chr i s t i an per iod formed ou t of Gnos
t ic i sm a m a g i c a l p i c t u r e t h a t for long 
influenced t h e h ighe r minds of E u r o p e . 

T h e e rud i t ion of "The M i r r o r of 
Mag ic " is eno rmous—even t h e assem
bl ing of t w o h u n d r e d a n d fifty pic
t u r e s a l l r e l e v a n t to t h e t e x t is in i t 
self a w o r k of l ea rn ing . K u r t Sel ig-
m a n n ' s a p p r o a c h to his sub jec t is es-

~CBS. 

My Current Reading 
Helen Hayes , ac t ress , first ap 

p e a r e d on the s t a g e a t t he age of 
six, and h a s t a k e n a g r e a t m a n y 
lead ing ro les since. She is t h e wife 
of Cha r l e s M a c A r t h u r , t h e p l ay 
wr igh t . Miss H a y e s te l l s us t h a t 
she w a s led to r e a d Seu ton ius ' s 
"Lives of t h e C a e s a r s " because of 
her e n t h u s i a s m for T h o r n t o n Wild-
er 's "The Ides of M a r c h . " 

THE GATHERING STORM, hy WiflStOn 
8. Churchill {Houghton Mifflin) 

27 WAGONS FULL OF COTTON, And 
other One-Act Plays, by Tennes
see Williams (New Directions) 

EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE, by Marcia Dav
enport iScribner's) 

THE LOVED ONE, by Evclyn Waugh 
(Little, Brown) 

GHOSTS IN IRISH HOUSES, by Jamcs 
Reynolds {Creative Age) 

SHORT STORIES OF JOSEPH CONRAD 
CRY, THE BELOVED COUNTRY, by Alan 

Paton (Scribner's) 
THE IDES OF MARCH, by Thomton 

Wilder (Harper) 
SEUTONIUS'S LIVES OF THE CAESARS 
THE MEANING OF TREASON, by RC-

becca West (Viking) 

the t i c . He recognizes t h a t m a g i c a l 
wisdom w a s "no t a wild, a n a r c h i c , 
pu re ly subjec t ive p l a y of t h e i m a g i n a 
tion, b u t r a t h e r a s y s t e m a t i c wor ld 
view a t t e m p t i n g to syn thes ize a l l 
knowledge , and r e -es t ab l i sh ing itself 
in every e r a . " On i ts h ighe r levels th i s 
wisdom led to a r e i n f o r c e m e n t of 
m a n ' s fa i th in himself and to inves t i 
ga t ion of a kind. W h a t t h e a l chemis t s 
d r e a m t of h a s now come t r u e ; m e t a l s 
h a v e been t r a n s m u t e d and even n e w 
e l e m e n t s h a v e been b r o u g h t in to exis t 
ence. P o e t s l ike Baude l a i r e , R i m b a u d , 
Yea t s b r o u g h t exc i t ing d i rec t ions in to 
p o e t ry t h r o u g h the i r s tudy of m a g i c . 
P e r h a p s in th i s age of a r b i t r a r y forces 
we need a m i r r o r of mag ic , a m i r r o r 
such as p o r t r a i t p a i n t e r s use to show 
the i r s i t t e r upside down and so cor
r e c t some th ing in a p p e a r a n c e a n d p r o 
por t ion . 
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Comprehensive Malady 
SOCIETY AS THE PATIENT. By 

Lawrence K. Frank. New Bruns
wick: Rutgers University Press. 
1948. 395 pp. $5. 

Reviewed by ASHER BRYNES 

FOR MORE than twenty-five years 
Dr. Franli; has been an indefati

gable contributor to learned journals 
and a recurrent appearer at meetings 
of learned societies. On these occa
sions he has stressed a general point 
of view. His addresses and writings 
have been pleas for the reintegration 
of the social order through a pooling 
of the insights and methods of the 
various expert workers in a r t and 
li terature and the inexact sciences. He 
has broadened the mental horizons of 
many specialists: this book, for in
stance, is introduced by an educator, 
praised by an anthropologist, and wel
comed by a philosopher. Here thirty 
of his theses or papers are assembled 
in a single publication, and the plain 
reader is invited to the feast. 

The plain reader will find it hard 
going. The portions are too small, and 
too numerous; and every time another 

article is served a new cloth is laid 
on the table. Such repetitions were 
barely noticeable, of course, when 
these essays were printed at intervals 
in almost as many separate maga
zines. In the present case they are a 
distraction. The s i m p l i c i t y of Dr. 
Frank's message is obscured, which 
is a pity because that virtue is pre
cisely the thing which a lay reader is 
best equipped to appreciate. 

Dr. Frank views all psychological 
and social ailments, that is to say 
every kind of misbehavior, including 
stomach ulcers, as human reactions 
to cultural disintegration. He emphat
ically denies that they are due to in
dividual misdeeds. Nobody is guilty 
of anything; guilt is an outmoded 
conception. When a man is at odds 
with himself or at loggerheads with 
society either he or the society or both 
are maladjusted; and mostly It is the 
society. An entire social order can 
succumb to chaos and confusion; in
deed our own is in such a state. Wars 
are merely the most obvious symptom 
of this comprehensive malady. 

In our attitudes toward political 

Your Literary I.Q. 
By H o w a r d Collins 

HOW IS YOUR RHETORIC? 

Helen Pettigrew, of Charleston, Ark., submits thirty assorted titles, in each 
of which the name of a different form of writing has been omitted. If you get 
them all right you are entitled to a madrigal in your honor, but less than 
twenty-five earns you a threnody. Answers are on page 35. 

1. George Ade: " In Slang" 
2. Philip Barry: "The Philadelphia " 
3. James Boswell: " of Dr. Johnson" 
4. Elizabeth Barret t Browning: " from the Portuguese" 
5. William Jennings Bryan: " at the Democratic Convention" 
6. Robert Burns: " to the Unco Quid" 
7. Coleridge: " before Sunrise in the Vale of Chamouni" 
8. William Cowper: " on a Hare" 
9. Thomas De Quincy: " of an English Opium-Eater" 

10. Charles Dickens: "A Child's of England" 
11. Ernest Dowson: " of His Lady's Treasures" 
12. Edward Fitzgerald: "The of Omar Khayyam" 
13. John Galsworthy: "The Forsyte " 
14. Thomas Gray: " Written in a Country Churchyard" 
15. Nathaniel Hawthorne: "Tanglewood " 
16. Washington Irving: "The of Sleepy Hollow" 
17. John Keats: " on a Grecian Urn" 
18. Rudyard Kipling: "Departmental " 
19. Charles Lamb: "A Upon Roast Pig" 
20. Sidney Lanier: " of the Chattahoochee" 
21. Abraham Lincoln: " to Mrs. Bixby" 
22. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow: "A of Life" 
23. John Milton: "Comus: A " 
24. Samuel Pepys: " " 
25. Alexander Pope: "An on Man" 
26. Sir Walter Scott: "The of the Last Minstrel" 
27. George Bernard Shaw: "Fanny's First " 
28. Edward Rowland Sill: "The Fool's " 
29. William Makepeace Thackeray: "The of Bouillabaise" 
30. Sen. George Graham Vest: " on the Dog" 

life we cherish a mistaken belief in 
the soundness and efficiency of repre
sentative government. In our economic 
affairs we nurse a preference for free 
enterprise, the money and credit econ
omy, the price system "with its sup
posed free play of economic forces 
and the law of supply and demand." 
In our family lives we likewise as
cribe our good fortune or, conversely, 
blame our troubles on acts of indi
vidual wickedness or guilt in our
selves or others. Finally in the law 
courts, where the worst of such symp
tomatic evils are treated, we incrimi
nate the prisoner at the bar instead 
of censuring the inadequacy of our 
judicial and penal processes. 

In every aspect of our social life 
we find the same pattern of thought 
about our society: that our social 
ills come from individual miscon
duct (and) these conceptions have 
dominated both lay and professional 
thinking for . . . three hundred years. 

The last statement is open to serious 
objection on historical grounds; the 
Christian code of personal morality, 
responsibility, and redemption has 
dominated our thinking for two thou
sand years. But let us follow the argu
ment. Dr. Frank says that if we con
tinue to view the individual and so
ciety separately, as thinkers have been 
prone to do in the past, we will never 
be able to put an end to the conflict 
between both. We will have to agree 
with our forefathers that the "dilem
ma of the individual versus society" 
is in fact unresolvable. But we do not 
have to think so; the newer social 
sciences (psychiatry, psychoanalysis, 
psychology, cultural anthropology, and 
sociology) teach otherwise. Between 
those polar terms they disclose an in
termediate factor. 

Dr. Frank defines culture as the 
pattern of beliefs, assumptions, and 
practices whereby the behavior of the 
individual toward the group, or his 
behavior toward other individuals, is 
so directed as to make the best bargain 
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