
Letters to the RECORDINGS Editor 
T h e Thousand Club 

SIR: I would like to commend your 
suggestion of the "Thousand Club" 
and to wish it success. If it matures, 
it may be more satisfactory than the 
"Societies" of the past, operation of 
which I never understood. . . . I am 
willing to subscribe to the following: 
"Die Junge Magdt" (Hindemith), 
"Symphony No. 3" (Sibelius), a new 
recording of "Das Lied von der Erde" 
(Mahler), Duparc songs (Panzera al
bum), and "Legends," Opus 22, (Si
belius). . . . With best wishes for 
success. . . . 

D. T. MACROBERTS. 
Shreveport, La. 

SIR: I am constitutionally opposed 
to joining things, but you will have 
to put me down for your "Thousand 
Club." . . . As a nomination, how about 
an abridged version of Victor M-60, 
the big album of excerpts from "Got-
terdammerung"? Omitting from it 
portions which are readily available 
in more modern recordings—the 
"Rhine Journey," "Immolation," etc. 
—would bring it down to manageable 
proportions and restore to the cata
logue music that has been totally un
available for years. 

HARRY WARNER, JR. 

Hagerstown, Md. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Reader Warner's ob
servations are more in line with the 
projected purpose of the "Thousand 
Club" than those of reader MacRob
erts for the simple reason that new 
recordings would have to be under
written by considerably more than a 
thousand buyers to make them finan
cially possible. But, for the Kajanus 
"No. 3" of Sibelius, and the "Gbtter-
ddmmerung" albiLm, both "Skol" and 
•'Prosit"! 

Boston in Carnegie. ' 

SIR: In a recent RECORDINGS you 
state that Koussevitzky and the Boston 
Symphony recorded Prokofiefl's "Clas
sical" in Carnegie Hall. Doesn't the 
Boston group do all of their record
ing in Symphony Hall in Boston? 

MARION W . BECKNER. 

Arlington, Ind. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Traditionally, yes; 
but during 1947 Koussevitzky was pre
vailed upon to do some recording in 
Carnegie Hall, where certain works 
sound to greater advantage than they 
do in Symphony Hall—especially in 
respect to string tone. The "Classical" 
loas one, and others are likely to come 
along from time to time. 

FDR on Discs 

SIR: I am interested in purchasing 
recordings of speeches by the late 
President Roosevelt and would ap
preciate your advice on where I could 
buy good recordings. What do you 
think of the quality of the records is
sued by Linguaphone? Are there bet
ter recordings available and ' if so 
where may they be purchased? 

BEN L . OWENS. 

Washington, D.C. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The quality is ex
cellent, allowing for discrepancies in 

the broadcast quality of the speeches, 
since they are wholly derived from 
public occasions, or fireside chats. My 
only objection to this series is the in
terpolated comments, a la radio, and 
some use of musical "bridges." How
ever, this is a mux:h richer represen
tation of the material than is available 
in any other collection. Some isolated 
documents are available separately 
(such as the "Day of Infamy" Declara
tion of War) but they are hard to 
track down. Linguaphone is easier, 
much more comprehensive. 

Ormandy's Strauss 
SIR: In a recent BASIC LIBRARY no 

mention was made of the Ormandy 
version of "Death and Transfigura
tion." Was this an omission or is it 
that bad? 

MARVIN BLITZ. 

New York, N. Y. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The forgetfulness was 
of the sort generally termed Freudian. 
It was an omission, biit we are not a. 
partisan for the Ormandy version, 
even so. For that matter, we would not 
recommend any currently available 
issue. Patience and fortitude! 

Cagey on LP.' 
SIR: I . . . am finding it an increas

ing source of irritation that Columbia 
is being so cagey with its L P , re
leases. I'm not sure where I first heard 
it, but when I bought the attachment 
I believed that Columbia was to is
sue LP recordings of each new clas
sical release simultaneously with the 
shellac recordings. . . . In any case, 
you can surely understand my re
sentment, on reading the October an

nouncement of LP releases, at all the 
Dickens and Morton Gould! 

JOHN E . HUGHES. 
Princeton, N. J. 

EDITOE'S NOTE: We believe Columbia 
inte^ids to make that practice general, 
and recent releases (since reader 
Hughes's letter) suggest that the in
tention is approaching realization. 
However, Mr. Hughes also makes men
tion of the Brahms "Requiem" (Von 
Karajan) as something desirable on 
LP which has not yet appeared. I un
derstand that its transference (along 
with the Berlioz "Requiem") to LP is 
under study, but there are obvious 
difficulties where the original cut was 
only the conventional one. 

Mozart Rarity 

SIR: Your December issue publishes 
extracts from the diary of Ignatz 
Leitgeb which show Mozart to have 
been a practical jokester of no mean 
ability. This reveals a facet of Mo
zart's personality heretofore un
noticed by biographers, and I. G. Mat-
tingly is to be congratulated for 
bringing these diaries to light. 

G u s T A V O L S O N . 

Toledo, Ohio 
EDITOR'S NOTE: TO Mr. Olson and 

other Mozartians whose pulses have 
quickened at the thought of newly dis
covered biographical material a speedy 
elucidation is in order. "Mozart and the 
Cheesemonger" was nothing but sheer 
fantasy. For unadulterated Mozart 
biography Jahn or Einstein can still be 
considered respectable sources. 

A summary of the year's best 
recordings will be published in 
RECORDINGS next month. 

R E C O R D M A R T 

RECORD MART is designed to provide a bul
letin board on which may be posted buyers' or 
sellers' notice of anything odd, unusual, rare, 
or out of print on discs or the accessories 
thereto. Individuals as well as dealers may 
submit their offerings of duplicated discs, 
rare labels, old acoustics, society sets, private 
issues, or withdrawn items, albums, needles, 
record brushes, or the like. Rate: 25^ per 

word; 12-word minimum. Count two extra 
words for box and number. Full payment 
must be received fifteen days before publica
tion. We forward all mail received in answer 
to box numbers and submit postage bills 
periodically. Mail to be called for at this 
office will be held thirty days only. Address: 
RECORD MART, The Saturday Review, 25 
West 45 Street, New York 19, N. Y. 

25% DISCOUNT OFF our former prices on out-of-
print recordings. AMERICAN RECORD COLLECTORS' 
EXCHANGE, 1329 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C. 19. Open 
after 4:30 P.M. 

CIRCLE RECORDS: the finest in hot jazz, American 
and European. Write for free catalog. CIRCLE 
SOUND, INC., 13 East 3 St., N.Y.C. 3. 

UNUSUAL NEW ORGAN RECORDINGS! Fantasie on 
"How brightly shines the Morning Star" by Buxte-
hude, played by Robert Noehren on historic German-
built organ. Limited number available. 12" vinylite 
sent postpaid, $2.50. GROMAN RECORDS, 3 Linwood 
Ave., Buffalo 2, N. Y. 

DICTAPHONE, ELECTRONIC 1947. Recorder, tran
scriber, shaver, $500, originally $900. Also 16 mm 
Bell-Howell sound projector "Academy", $275, orig
inally $800. Box R-104. 

COLLECTORS' PARADISE. Five decades of classic, 
vocals and instrumentals. Also unrivaled line of new 
classical records at regular list prices, including 
many hard-to-find. Store open until midnight. REC
ORD HUNTER, 1194 Lexington Ave., at 81 Street, 
N.Y.C. PLaza 9-7694. 

WHY PAY INFLATED PRICES for out-of-print discs? 
Send for our comprehensive lists of slightly used 
records and take advantage of cheaper English 
prices. Operatice vocals and rarities our specialty. 
THE RECORD COLLECTOR, 92 Trafalgar St., 
Brighton, Sussex, England. 

MANUAL TYPE ALBUMS. Hundreds. Save 1/3. Cat-
ologue 10^. BARROW MUSIC SHOP, Great Neck, 
N. Y. 

CONNOISSEUR'S CHOICE: "Songs of British Isles," 
Unusual arrangements, by Norman Notley, David 
Brynley of "English Singers" Included English, Scot
tish,. Welsh, Irish, Manx, S4.20 tax included. 
FOLKLORE RECORDS, 14 East 64 St., N.Y.C. 

GURRELIEDER, excellent surfaces, complete: $150. 
First Concert Hall issues, trade for later issues. 
Box R-100. 

WANT TO BUY RECORDS by Martha Rays. What 
have you? Box R-101. 

WANTED: Record number 7536 from the manual 
"Gurrelieder." Wil l pay good price for record in 
perfect condition. Colville 1415. Granger, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 

CUSTOM BUILT PHONOGRAPHS. The kind of re
production you have never heard before. There is 
no comparison with commercial machines. Radio-
Phono Combinations, Recorders, Television, etc. UL-
RIC J. CHILDS, 1601 First Ave., N.Y.C, corner 83 
St., N.Y.C. TRafalgar 9-8290. 
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OPERATIC RECORDS—•Send for catalogue listing 
thousands of rare Caruso, Gallt-Curci, etc. Box 
450-A. 
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City and Store 

BERKELEY, CALIF. 
(Berkeley Music Housei 

BOSTON 
(Boston }[usic Co.) 
(Chas. \V. Horneyer) 

CINCINNATI 
{Steinberg's, Inc.) 

DALLAS 
(Tlie Record Shop) 
(Wliittte Music Co.) 

D E T R O I T 
(Campus Record Shop) 

(Doubledny Bool: Sliop.i) 

KANSAS CITY 
(Jenkins Music Co.) 

LOS ANGELES 
(J. W. Rohin.ion Co.) 

M E M P H I S 
{Words & Music) 

MINNEAPOLIS 
{Don Leary's Inc.) 

NASHVILLE 
{MU Sound Sy.<item) 

NEW ORLEANS 
{Van rinsen Music Co.) 

NE\^ YORK 
(Dotiliteday Book .'^liop) 

(Dynamic Electron ics) 
(Ilaynes Griffin) 
(Heins & Bolet) 

(Rahson' s) 

OMAHA 
(Lyons e" Heaty, Inc.) 

PHILADELPHIA 
(Jaeol)s Bros.) 

(The Record Shop) 

PORTLAND, M E . 
{Cressey if Allen) 

PORTLAND, ORE. 
{The Record Shop) 

(Sherman Clay if Co.) 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
(Brentano' s) 

Records 
A Dealer S 

Popular Singles 

Buttons and Bows (C.) 

Slow Boat to China (('.) 
Buttons and Bows (C) 

Buttons and Bows (C) 

Buttons and Hows (C) 
Buttons an(l Bows (C.) 

Buttons and Bows (C) 

My Darling (Cap) 

Buttons and Bows (C) 

Buttons and liows ((>) 

Little Bird Told Me (D) 

Cuanto La Gusta (D) 

Buttons and Bows (C) 

Buttons and Bows (C) 

Buttons and Bows (C) 

Buttons and liows (C) 
Little Bird Told Me (D) 
All I Want for Christ

mas (RCA) 
Buttons and Bows (C) 

Buttons and Bows ((>) 

Buttons and Bows (C) 

Buttons and Bows (C) 

All I Want for Christ
mas (RCA) 

Buttons and Bows (C) 

Bnttons and Bows (C) 

All I Want for Christ
mas (RCA) 

' Over the Nation 
urvey of Top Record Sellers 

Popular Albums 

Sand)a with Cugat (C) 

Glenn Miller (RCA) 
.Manhattan Tower (D) 

Merry Christmas (D) 

Dorothy Shay (C) 
Merry Christmas (D) 

Bhumha da Cnba (Cap) 

I Can Rear I t Now (C) 

Merry Christmas (D) 

Boses in Rhythm (C) 

Roses in Rhythm (C) 

Cocktail Capers (Cap) 

Dorothy Shay (C) 

Merry Christmas (D) 

I Can Hear It Now (C) 

Hungarian Airs (RCA) 
Previn ['lays (RCA) 
Merry Christmas (D) 

Merry Christmas (D) 

Night Before Christmas 
(D) 

Bhnnd)a with Ciigat (C) 

Allegro (RCA) 

Merry Christmas (D) 

Rmperor Waltz (D) 

Rue Pigalle (V) 

Classical Singles 

Prokofieff Toccata 
(RCA) 

Because (RCA) 
Bachianas (C) 

Adagio—Samuel Barber 
(RCA) 

Dream of Olwen (C) 
Bluebird (RCA) 

Faure Pavane (C) 

Bhiebird (RCA) 

Polonaise (RCA) 

Talousie (RCA) 

Paganini Variations 
(RCA) 

Clair de Lune (RCA) 

Bluebird (RCA) 

Mignon—DiStefano 
(RCA) 

Carmen—Bjoerling 
(RCA) 

Thais Duet (RCA) 
Manon—Albanese(RCA) 
Buxtehude Cantata 

(RCA) 
Mignon—Di Stefano 

(RCA) 

Lord's Prayer (C) 

Hansel—Dream Panto
mime (RCA) 

Goyescas—Intermezzo 
(RCA) 

Ave Maria—^Anderson 
(RCA) 

Warsaw Concerto 
(RCA) 

Clair de Lune (RCA) 

Warsaw Concerto 
(RCA) 

Classical Albums 

L'Enfant et Les 
Sortileges (C) 

Hamlet (RCA) 
Hamlet (RCA) 

Mahler Ninth (RCA) 

Damoiselle Elue (C-LP) 
Chopin Favorites (RCA) 

Pictures at an Exhibi
tion (RCA) 

American in Paris 
(RCA) 

Piano Quartet Encores 
(RCA) 

Rachmaninoff Concerto 
No. 2 (RCA) 

Piano Quartet Encores 
(RCA) 

I Can Hear I t Now (C) 

Chopin Favorites (RCA) 

Piano Quartet Encores 
(RCA) 

Hamlet (RCA) 

T Can Hear I t Now (C) 
I Can Hear I t Now (C) 
I Can Hear I t Now (C) 

Hamlet (RCA) 

I Can Hear I t Now (C) 

Hamlet (RCA) 

Saint-Saens Concerto 
No. 2 (RCA) 

Masquerade Suite 
(RCA) 

Pictures at an Exhibi
tion (RCA) 

Chopin Favorites (RCA) 

I Can Hear I t Now (C) 

Key:C—Columbia C-LP—Cohunbia Long Playing Cap—Capitol D—Decca RCA—Victor V—Vox 
Leaders; "Buttons and Bows" (Dinah Shore) is a clear winner for the second month in succession, its eighteen entries almost placing it 

in the "Nature Boy" class. After many months of scattered buying there is at last a popular album worthy of the name best 
seller. Bing Crosby's "Merry ( 'hristmas" draws this honor with seven stores to its credit. The spoken voice has triumphed 
over music in the "Classical Album" category this month. Columbia's phono montage " I Can Hear I t . Now" claims first 
place, with the Olivier "Hamlet" album a close second. Note tha t two stores elect to put "I Can Iloar I t " in the "popular" 
column. 
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