
L ET T ER S TO WHE E D I T O R 
U n f a i r t o M r . Leavis 

S I R : I r e c e n t l y r e a d w h a t s e e m e d 
to m e a r a t h e r too hos t i le r e v i e w of 
F . R. Leav i s ' s " R e v a l u a t i o n " in The 
New York Times Book Review a n d 
w r o t e to t h e ed i to r ( I don ' t t h i n k m y 
l e t t e r eve r a p p e a r e d ) p o i n t i n g out c e r 
ta in e r r o r s of fact t h a t t h e r e v i e w e r 
h a d p e r m i t t e d himself . H e n r y W. 
Wel ls ' s p iece [SRL F e b . 7] is a differ
en t case. Mr . Wel l s is m u c h m o r e 
host i le , a n d I don ' t k n o w t h a t h e is 
def ini te ly m i s t a k e n a b o u t e x t e r n a l 
facts. W h a t is cu r ious , t h o u g h , is t h a t 
he scorns Mr . Leav i s ' s v i e w s as no t 
n e w w i t h o u t m e n t i o n i n g t h a t " R e 
v a l u a t i o n " itself is no t n e w . It w a s 
pub l i shed in E n g l a n d a dozen y e a r s 
ago, a n d consis ts chiefly of a r t ic les 
pub l i shed be fo re t h a t in t h e q u a r t e r l y 
r e v i e w Scrutiny. 

The fact t h a t I t h i n k m o r e h igh ly 
of Mr. Leav i s t h a n Mr . Wel l s does 
m a y no t b e of i n t e re s t . But , in al l 
jus t ice , it shou ld be po in ted out t h a t 
Mr. Leav i s is no t ge t t i ng v e r y fair or 
k n o w l e d g e a b l e r e v i e w s . 

E R I C B E N T L E Y . 

U n i v e r s i t y of Minneso ta , 
Minneapo l i s , M i n n . 

B l u r r e d B l u r b s 

S I R : M a y I e n t e r m y p r o t e s t aga ins t 
t h e g r o w i n g prac t ice , on t h e p a r t of 
p u b l i s h e r s of w h o d u n i t s , of filling t he 
back ins ide flaps of b o o k - j a c k e t s w i t h 
a n a l y s e s of other of the i r " m y s t e r i e s , " 
to t h e g r o w i n g confusion of r e a d e r s . 

I n m y v e r y b u s y a n d exc i t ing life in 
t h e w o r l d of pub l i c r e l a t ions , I find m y 
on ly r e l a x a t i o n of an even ing in t h e 
r e a d i n g of a good m u r d e r or m y s t e r y 
s tory . I o u g h t to k n o w s o m e t h i n g of 
t he i r va lue , I hope , s ince I d id t w o 
an tho log ies of a sor t w i t h Bor is K a r -
lofl a n d t w o m o r e w i t h Wil l C u p p y . 
I p ick u p a r e c e n t l y - p u b l i s h e d t o m e 
from the she lves of m y bookse l le r , r u n 
t h r o u g h t h e b l u r b s on the j acke t , a n d 
b u y the book w i t h t h e convic t ion t h a t 
t h i s looks l i ke s o m e t h i n g to lu l l m e to 
s l eep t h a t even ing . L a t e r t h a t day , 
I open the v o l u m e , to find t h a t t h e 
b l u r b I r e ad w a s abou t a n a l t o g e t h e r 
different v o l u m e f rom t h e one I p u r 
chased, w h i l e t he one in m y h a n d s is 
typ ica l t r i pe ! Fo r ins tance , I b o u g h t 
a book t h e back- f i ap of w h o s e j a c k e t 
sa id : "His A m e r i c a n a d m i r e r , H e n r y 
J a m e s , u r g e d [ the a u t h o r ] — t o k e e p on 
w i t h t h e m all, p lease , a n d c o n t i n u e to 
b e c k o n m e a long t h e ga l l e ry . . . ," 
Wel l , I t h o u g h t I w a s be ing " b e c k 
oned to . " Too la te I d i scovered t h a t 
H e n r y J a m e s w a s t a l k i n g a b o u t a n 
o t h e r w r i t e r a l t oge the r , and of a t o 
t a l ly di f ferent book f rom t h e one I 
p u r c h a s e d . . . . To m e th i s p rac t i ce is 
d i s h o n e s t y on t h e p a r t of t h e p u b 
l i she r s . Le t ' s h a v e no m o r e of it. 

M. E D M U N D SPEARE. 

N e w York , N. Y. 

T h e " R e b e c c a " Case 

S I R : Y o u r ed i tor ia l , t i t l ed " T h e 
'Rebecca ' Case [SRL F e b . 7] po in t s 
out no t on ly a r ea l h a z a r d even to t h e 
consc ien t ious w r i t e r , b u t a l a c u n a in 
t h e l aw . You do not , h o w e v e r , sugges t 

BOSS PRIESTLEY 

"Well, another day, another twenty dollars and thirty-two cents.' 

t h e r e m e d y . I t is s imple . T h e r e a r e 
m a n y t y p e s of sui ts such as t h i s — 
c la imed p l a g i a r i s m — w h e r e long e x 
p e r i e n c e h a s d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t t h e 
vas t m a j o r i t y of t h e c la ims a r e f r i v 
olous. S t a t u t e s shou ld be enac ted p r o 
v id ing t h a t in cases of th i s k i n d the 
e x p e n s e of l i t iga t ion , i nc lud ing a 
r e a s o n a b l e a t t o r n e y ' s fee, shou ld be 
t a x e d aga ins t t h e unsuccess fu l p a r t y , 
a n d t h a t an a d e q u a t e bond shou ld be 
r e q u i r e d to i n s u r e p a y m e n t . Such acts 
w o u l d d i scou rage b o t h p l a g i a r i s m and 
unconsc ionab l e c l a i m a n t s . 

W A L T E R P . A R M S T R O N G . 

M e m p h i s , Tenn . 

Plug-Uglies 
S I R : W h e r e can I get some of t he 

dev ices Rolf K a l t e n b o r n w r o t e a b o u t 
[SRL J a n . 31] t o sift ou t t h e p l u g -
ugl ies f rom rad io? E i g h t e e n do l l a r s 
is c h e a p ; often I feel l ike p a y i n g $18 
to s top t h e foul p lugs b roadcas t b y 
some of ou r bes t peop le , so-ca l led . 

S o m e y e a r s ago, I h a d a h a n d in an 
a r t i c le on t he p lug -ug l i e s . W e got 
78,000 ho t r e sponses f rom t h e pub l i c , 
all a n g e r e d to t h e po in t of fury by t h e 
s tup id overse l l ing . I w e n t a n d asked 
the ad agencies whose faul t it w a s . 
" T h e c l ien ts ' , " t h e y said. " T h e c l ien t 
compels us to w r i t e se l l ing stuff." I 
a s k e d t h e c l ients . " T h e agenc ies , " t h e y 
said. " T h e y shove it d o w n ou r 
t h r o a t s . " I a s k e d t h e r ad io s ta t ions . 
" T h e agenc ies , " t h e y said. T h e a g e n 
cies w e r e gu i l ty , t w o to one . 

K a l t e n b o r n d id a m a r v e l o u s j ob . 
ROGER W I L L I A M R I I S . 

S o u t h K e n t , Conn . 

S I R : Mus t t he r e f o r m e r a l w a y s be 
s t a r r y - e y e d ? 

Rolf K a l t e n b o r n w r i t e s in p ra i s e of 
s u b s c r i p t i o n r ad io t h a t " those s t a t ions 
p r o d u c i n g t h e bes t p r o g r a m s wi l l n a t 

u ra l l y a t t r a c t t he l a rges t n u m b e r of 
subsc r ibe r s . " 'Ta in ' t necessa r i ly so— 
unless one defines t h e bes t as t h a t 
wh ich is m o s t p o p u l a r . And , if th i s 
is t h e tes t of "bes t , " t h e r e ' s no need 
now "to do a n y t h i n g for r a d i o . " 

Gvi'YNNE NETTLER. 

S a n t a B a r b a r a , Calif. 

C u r r e n t R e a d i n g A b r i d g e d . ' 

S I R : Hones t ly , don ' t y o u s o m e t i m e s 
w o n d e r w h e n you get in t he se lists 
u n d e r My C u r r e n t R e a d i n g if t he se 
n o t e d c h a r a c t e r s h a v e to ld al l? A r e n ' t 
t h e y ho ld ing s o m e t h i n g back? D o n ' t 
a n y of t h e m e v e r r e a d t r a s h ? A l 
mos t al l of t he se a r e such u n r e l i e v e d 
tomes , a n d t h e l i gh te r t he c h a r a c t e r , 
t he h e a v i e r t he t o m e s . If y o u pub l i sh 
Mae Wes t ' s list, she ' l l be r e a d i n g " T h e 
Dec l ine of t h e Wes t , " Mot l ey ' s " D u t c h 
Repub l i c , " a n d t h e " T r a g e d i e s of 
E u r i p i d e s . " 

I k n o w you h a v e t h o u g h t a b o u t it, 
b u t do y o u r e a l l y w a n t to e n c o u r a g e 
t h e m ? M A R Y P A X T O N K E E L E Y . 

Columbia , Mo. 

S I R : Bless J u d i t h A n d e r s o n ! a c 
c l a i m e d 

b r i g h t e s t of s t a r s 
in M e d e a ' s s k y a n d o u r s 
w h o n a m e d 
t h e Bib le first on h e r r e a d i n g l is t : * 
a be s t - s e l l e r a l l t h e o the r s h a v e 

missed! y^j^^^ ^ Q O N . 
San Diego, Calif. 

*SRL J a n . 17 

G o a t - G e t t e r 

S I R : T h a t p i c t u r e of T r u m a n C a p o t e 
on t h e book j a c k e t of " O t h e r Voices, 
O t h e r R o o m s " gets m y goat . 

P A U L STRAHL. 

G a r y , Ind. 
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Personal History. Foreigners heme often noticed ivith 

amazement the zany character of America in election years. No one, for instance, 

will be able to assess the true character of Henry IVallace until the election 

clouds disperse, and probably not for many years thereafter. Anyzvay, JVallace 

is probably as controversial a figure as was Alirabeau of the French Revolution, 

luho receives magnificent treatment at the hands of Jntonina J'allentin (see 

beloiuj For the aficionados of solid biographies like "Mirabeau," we 

recommend also "The Strange Life of Lady Blessington," by Michael Sadleir, 

"John Ruskin and Effle Gray," by Admiral Sir William James, and "The 

Hooded Hawk," by D. B. IVyndham Leivis, all from England; and, among 

recent American biographies, "Leivis and Clark," by John Bakeless, "Abigail 

Adams," by Janet Whitney, and "The Saint and the Devil," by Frances Winiuar. 

Impaling the Third-Party Candidate 
HENRY WALLACE: The Man and 

the Myth. By Dwight Macdonald. 
New York: The Vanguard Press. 
1948. 192 pp. $2.50. 

Reviewed by ROBERT S. ALLEN 

THE Democratic National Commit
tee should invest heavily in 

Dwight Macdonald's new book. Wide
ly distributed, it should be very po
tent campaign ammunition—provided 
the reader isn't too discerning. 

The author undertakes to demolish 
Wallace as a high-minded and stead
fast liberal leader. The author's thesis 
is sound. But, unfortunately, he is 
guilty of the same failing of which 
he accuses Wallace. Like the latter, 
the author frequently gallops nosily 
in opposite directions. 

It is fiction, says Macdonald, that 
Wallace is a man of notable integrity; 
that he has great moral courage; that 
he is a dreamer whose spirit moves 
in realms far above petty political 
considerations; and that he has fought 
the good fight against privilege and 
injustice. The author presents con
siderable evidence to support his dis
claimers. But the significance of this 
damning "proof" is repeatedly dis
torted and undermined by the au
thor's muddled conclusions, contra
dictions, and vagaries. 

For example: when the author is 
not castigating Wallace for his in
adequacies as a liberal, on which the 
author is generally on sound ground, 
he is hotly pursuing him for his "Stal-
inoid" connections. "Stalinoid" is a 
term of the author's own coining. 
Appa'rently, with the courts having 
held that it is libelous to call an in
dividual a Communist, a new word 
was required. The author defines his 
brainchild as indicating "a general 
adherence to the Communist Party 

line of the moment," and says it em
braces "Party members, fellow t rav
elers, and the vast army of 'innocent 
dupes'." 

But even with this ingenious ex
cursion into semantics, Mr. Macdonald 
has considerable difficulty with this 
part of his mission. His charges don't 
square with his facts. 

Stalinoid though he was [says the 
author], Wallace, as always, made 
little connection between his gen
eral political philosophy and his 
specific policy. Thus he passed over 
the liberal Wilson Wyatt for the 
under secretaryship [of Commerce] 
and appointed i n s t e a d Alfred 
Shindler, a conservative St. Louis 
businessman who had served under 
[Jesse] Jones. And his choice for 
the top job of Director of Domestic 
Commerce was another conserva
tive businessman, Albert J. Brown
ing, who at once began to demand 
incentive wages. 

There are many such examples of 
the author's attempts to arrive at con
clusions in spite of hampering facts. 
Here is another instance: 

"He [Wallace] still praises capital
ism and free enterprise and still de
plores the class struggle, even when 
his specific analysis sounds like a 
Pravda editorial." Eighty pages later 
—pages on many of which appear sim
ilar abortive eflforts—the author con
cludes that Wallace's most revealing 
statement is one in which he sug
gested it would be unfortunate for 
world peace if anything occurred in
side Russia to upset its system of 
government at the present time. Mr. 
Macdonald finds this 

an indication of Wallace's essential 
conservative mentality. He cannot 
conceive of any radical break with 
existing power - institutions any
where. For all his criticisms of pres
ent United States policy, he has 

never made any objection to the 
"American way of life"; on the con
trary, like the Communists, he is 
loud in his admiration for Ameri
can institutions. 

And, finally, the author completely 
befuddles his case with this crown
ing incoherence, "It is not true that 
Henry Wallace is an agent of Mos
cow. But it is true that he behaves 
like one." 

Presumably, so that the reader will 
know just where the author stands, 
he throws some interesting light on 
his own viewpoint. About the Four 
Freedoms, for which millions of peo
ple fought and died all over the world, 
Mr. Macdonald proclaims that they 
"are now as mercifully forgotten as 
Phoebe Snow and the Sapolio jingles," 
and in a reference to world democracy 
he uses the phrase "and other omi
nous topics." 

Wallace-haters will undoubtedly en
joy this book. But the informed 
reader will come away with a sour 
taste. There is a strong case to be 
m.ade against Wallace. His record is 
splotched and muddy. Some of it is 
downright tawdry. Time and again 
Wallace has said one thing and done 
exactly the opposite. 

If Mr. Macdonald had confined h im
self to that record, he really could have 
"burned up" Wallace. 

He Who Shook France 
MIRABEATJ. By Antonina Vallentin. 

New York: The Viking Press. 1948. 
542 pp. $5. 

Reviewed by THOMAS CALDECOT CHUBB 

THOUGH its drama, its achieve
ments, its wonder, and its terror 

are less startling to those of us who 
have lived through the events that 
began in 1914 than they were to the 
generation that preceded us, the 
French Revolution and the Napoleonic 
Era that inevitably followed it are 
still among the great periods of human 
turmoil and of human accomplish
ment. And in that short stretch of 
years which spawned dynamic men 
almost as the sea spawns herrings, 
there were few more significant and 
none more dynamic than Honore 
Gabriel Riqueti, Comte de Mirabeau, 
described by Carlyle as "he who shook 
France from its basis; and, as if by 
his single hand, has held it toppling, 
still unfallen." 

Opinions of this descendant of "Col 
d'Argent" who achieved at least ro 
mantic fame by refusing to die when 
his jugular vein was severed on the 
field of battle, of this son of warped 
and vindictive Victor de Mirabeau, 
"friend of men" and Physiocrat, are 
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