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riety of male sexual behavior. It 
might more accurately be labeled 
"Sexual Behavior of 5,000 American 
(United States) White Males," since 
the study is restricted to this group. 
The study draws from a variety of 
occupational groups, from many edu­
cational, social, and economic seg­
ments of society, and also includes 
comparative studies of people who 
come from rural and urban settings 
in the United States. 

The sampling of American males is 
as yet inadequate and the data given 
are weighted in favor of the urban, 
and the under - thirty - years - of-age 
population. The charts are also 
weighted by the histories of certain 
professional groups out of proportion 
to their percentile representation in 
the population at large. These factors, 
one hopes, will be corrected by the 
larger statistical collection envisaged 
by the authors. 

The reader, too, must constantly 
keep in mind that this report is best 
understood as a census of the capacity 
and variety of sexual expression of 
5,000 American males who were willing 
to talk about their sexual behavior. 
The data must in no wise be inter­
preted in terms of whether such be­
havior is normal or abnormal, or 
whether the individuals interviewed 
were well-adjusted or maladjusted. 
Correlating information on individual 
physical health or illness, or on per­
sonal psychologic health or illness is 
not available in this study. 

The recorded occurrence of a va­
riety of overt sexual behavior is based 
on voluntary interviews. What an in­
dividual tells about his sexual experi­
ence in one interview depends on the 
skill of the interviewer and the at t i­
tude and capacity to recall of the 
person being interviewed. Informa­
tion collected by interview techniques 
is subject to defects caused by con­
scious or unconscious factors that may 
distort memory. Some persons can 
remember or recall their sexual ex­
periences and attitudes clearly. Some 
belittle and some exaggerate their 
sexual experiences; and in some indi­
viduals emotional or neurotic drives 
color the sexual performance and 
memory. To be more reliable, the 
two-hour-interview data need to be 
corrected by individual intensive study 
of groups of persons included in Kin-
sey's figures. 

The reader must also remember that 
the presence of certain statistical find­
ings is not always proof that their 
existence can be considered "normal." 
Health surveys of some rural or urban 
areas have shown a high incidence of 

nutritional deficiency. Such a find­
ing, however, by no stretch of the 
imagination should be considered a 
"normal" condition for that popula­
tion. 

Aside from these basic critical r e ­
marks, it is clear that much of im­
portance has come from the study. 
There is verification of the existence 
of infantile sexuality. The Kinsey 
data show that sexual activity in the 
male is present from birth to death. 
Research by others indicates that the 
neuro-muscular patterns for sex be­
havior are present in the infant at 
birth. However, the conditioning or 
facilitation of male or female sexual 
patterns depends also on psychologic 
and cultural factors. Endocrines are 
not the sole determining force in h u ­
man sex behavior. What Freud called 
the "latent period" of sexuality—i.e.: 
the period between phallic curiosity 
and the sexual activity of puberty— 
is not solely a biochemical phenom­
enon. Much of this so-called "latent 
period" is the result of a damper on 
sex activity imposed by our culture. 
Freud and Havelock Ellis had the in­
tuitive wisdom to sense this. Kinsey 
has given us statistical confirmation 
of this bio-cultural phenomenon. 

The authors show that a large por­
tion of the male white population has 
polymorphous sexual impulses. There 
is variation of the sexual pattern in 
diiferent intellectual and cultural 
levels. Evidence is presented to show 
that early sexual activity does not 
lessen later potency. This is an inter­
esting and important biologic obser­
vation. The incidence of masturbation 
and petting is higher in the individ­
uals of higher cultural levels, and 
this group also has a lower rate of 
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premarital intercourse. Petting to 
climax is reported to be relatively 
common among the better educated. 

The data shows that the sexual pa t ­
terns of the young male adults of 
today have not changed significantly 
from that of their father's time, indi­
cating that perhaps our present-day 
cultural and social attitudes have not 
modified basic sexual biologic behav­
ior. Many sons may be surprised to 
learn that father and grandfather were 
not so old-fashioned after all! 

Sexual mores at different educa­
tional levels tend to remain relatively 
uniform for that group. The authors 
show that eighty-five per cent of all 
males have premarital intercourse, and 
approximately thirty per cent of mar­
ried men have extramarital inter­
course. Within marriage, a variety of 
sexual outlets is used, especially in 
the upper educational levels. 

Another interesting finding is that 
approximately thirty per cent of all 
males have had some homosexual ex­
perience. These are only some of the 
many items that will impress the 
average reader. There are many more 
that have not been picked out by this 
reviewer. 

In the absence of definite medical 
and psychologic studies of the indi­
vidual person, conclusions concerning 
these findings should be limited mere­
ly to a statement of the statistical 
recording of the performance of in­
dividuals. The quantitative data 
given measure one aspect of man's be­
havior, charted out of context of his 
total behavior, and divorced from 
consideration of the individual's 
thoughts, emotions, health, or illness. 
Present-day medicine recognizes that 
health and behavior can be altered by 
biological, psychological, and social 
forces. Indeed, current interest in 
psychosomatic or comprehensive med­
icine emphasizes this point. Sex be­
havior is often a delicate barometer 
of human adjustment. But the role 
of such universal mental mecha-
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ei Lanori £4t£-& 
"has a sixth sense and lives in a 
three dimensional world. She is 
like Virginia Woolf in her sensitive 
appreciation of overtones . . ." — 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

tKc 
Edhoind 

Green 
In this remarkable novel, Eleanor 
Estes handles a universal t heme with 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l a s t u t e n e s s . E v e r y 
w o m a n wil l i den t i fy he rse l f w i t h 
J e m m i e Hand, who bravely shoul­
dered the responsibilities of her fam­
ily's problems and at last found the 
freedom to realize her own dreams. 

"There is much poetic feeling in the freshly 
seen details. There is plenty of realism, too 
. . . Anyone who liked the tree that grew 
in Brooklyn will enjoy Jemmie's growing 
up in New England."— Dorothy Canfield, 
Book-of-the-Month Club News 
"A brilliant and expressive book as full of 
the anguish of youth as The Small Rain or 
Look Homeward An^el," — Worcester 
Telegram 
"The richness of Jemmie's world and the 
vividness With which Mrs. Estes creates its 
people . . . make this a live and sensitive 
novel."—iVeiv York Herald Tribune 

$3.00 at all 
bookstores 

nisms like repression, sublimation, 
over-compensation, rationalization—to 
mention a few—are not considered in 
this volume. Yet we linow that each 
of these psychologic mental mecha­
nisms can and does affect sex be­
havior. 

Individuals may vary in: (1) inher­
ent biologic endowment, (2) psycho­
logic conditioning and attitudes, (3) 
emotional personality constellation, 
and (4) the restrictions imposed by 
the society and the culture the in­
dividual lives in. These studies no­
where prove that the sexual behavior 
of the American male is dependent 
solely on any one of these factors, 
although there is a tendency on the 
part of the authors to assume that 
biologic constitutional factors are per­
haps more important. Without deny­
ing the importance of the constitu­
tional factor, one must point out that 
the evidence for the part played by 
the psychologic, cultural, and person­
ality factors is not sufficient for the 
drawing of conclusions. Herein per­
haps lies the point of this review— 
that it would be of extreme value that 
such correlated studies be made to 
understand better sexual behavior in 
the human male. 

Personal knowledge of.the investi­
gators can only lead this reviewer to 
admire the courage, the patience, the 
humanism, and the sympathy of the 
investigators who have devoted the 
past ten years to this important un­
dertaking. 

4. Anthropologist 
By Ruth Benedict 

DR. STONE has compared the Kin-
sey Report with Havelock El­

lis's "Studies in the Psychology of 
Sex" because they are both pioneer 
studies in an area of life not pre­
viously so frankly explored. From my 
point of view as a cultural anthropol­
ogist it is their differences which are 
more striking than their similarities. 
Havelock Ellis based his study on 
emotionally-toned life stories; he was 

interested for instance in the sense 
of virtue or of shame which accom­
panied different kinds of sexual ex­
periences: that is, he was interested 
in problems of personal adjustment 
and maladjustment. He was inter­
ested also in the way people got that 
way, in the psychological, emotional, 
and cultural factors which led to par­
ticular developments. Within the con­
ceptual schemes of his generation, he 
analyzed and discussed the conditions 
of sexual behavior. 

Dr. Kinsey's research is something 
quite different. We shall make a wrong 
use of his material unless we realize 
that it does not attempt to study the 
context within which these sex acts 
occur. It does not study the context 
of sex acts in the individual: what 
ineradicable feelings about sex he 
learned as a baby, his terrors of not 
being sufficiently masculine as a young 
boy, his experience of guilt or pride 
as a young man, whether as an adult 
he is physically well-adjusted or 
whether he is seriously frustrated and 
despairing. Nor does it study the social 
and cultural context of sex acts: what 
acts can be freely acknowledged wi th­
in the group to which the individual 
belongs, what different behavior is ex­
pected in a big American city, in its 
Little Italies or Little Polands, its 
Czech or Irish neighborhoods, or in a 
rural area in Upstate New York or in 
Idaho. 

What the Kinsey Report has done is 
to count, add, and average the sexual 
experiences, the "outlets," which men 
remember and report in interviews. It 
is quantitative, not qualitative. Such 
quantitative study is firmly within 
the American scientific tradition and 
we accept it more readily than we do 
studies which put sexual behavior into 
some kind of context. 

Dr. Kinsey has stated the plan of his 
study clearly and carefully: he is 
counting and averaging the number of 
sex acts. He disclaims study of their 
context. But American readers are 
very forthright. They may forget that 
Dr. Kinsey's findings are not yet the 
kind of qualitative data on which to 
base new programs of sex instruction 
in our schools, new legislation about 
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