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Defoe—An Island and a Plague

By LOUIS KRONENBERGER




How to tune a piano!

The piano’s out of tune. So we’ll chop
itup. Thenwe’ll getatinhorninstead.

Sure, these men are crazy.

But they’re using the same kind
of thinking a lot of people have been
using on the American economic
system lately.

Our American way isn’t perfect.
We still have our ups and downs of
prices and jobs. We’ll have to change
that. But even so, our system works
a lot better than the second-rate
substitutes being peddled by some
countries we could mention.

It works better because of a few
simple things. We aremore inventive,
and we know how to use machine
power to produce more goods at
lower cost. We have more skilled
workers than any other country. We
believe in collective bargaining and
enjoy its benefits. And we Americans
save—and our savings go into new
tools, new plants, new and better
machines.

Because of this, we produce more
every working hour . . . and can buy
more goods with an hour’s work

than any other people in the world.

We can make the system work
even better, too: by all of us working
together to turn out more for every
hour we work—through better ma-
chines and methods, more power,
greater skills, and by sharing the
benefits through higher wages, lower
prices, shorter hours.

It’s a good system. It can be made
better. And even now it beats any-
thing that any other country in the
world has to offer.

So—let’s tune it up, not chop it
down.

Want to help? Mail this!

I want to help.

I know that higher wages, lower prices,
shorter hours and larger earnings can
all result from producing more goods
for every hour all of us work.

Therefore, I will ask myself how I can
work more effectively every hour I am
on the job, whether I am an employee,
an employer, a professional man or a
farmer.

I will encourage those things which
help us produce more and add to every-
one's prosperity—things like greater
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use of mechanical power, better ma-
chines, better distribution and better
collective bargaining,

I will boost the good things in our
set-up, and help to get rid of the bad.

I will try to learn all I can about why
it is that Americans have more of the
good things of life,

Please send me your free booklet, “The
Miracle of America,” which explains
clearly and simply, how a still better
living can be had for all, if we all work
together.
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