
"A book of contemporary 
poetry that gets up and goes 
...suffers and shouts, bleeds 
and hollers... but never dies." 

—ARNA BONTEMPS 

SM SEci/na^imi 

Jlliistrated by the distinguished young 
American Negro painter, 

Jacob Laivretice 

This is the first collection of poems by 
Langston Hughes on Negro subjects 
since Shakespeare in Harlein. Once 
more Mr. Hughes's rhythmic and per
suasive music brings clear the Negro, 
his problems, character, humor, lyri
cism, oppression, and dreams. Here is 
the distillation of a rich human under
standing by the man whom Carl Van 
Vechten called "the Negro Poet 
Laureate." Here are all the qualities, in 
fact, that have made Langston Hughes 
pn enduringly popular poet. $2.75 

Other books of poems by Langston 
Hughes: Fields of Wonder, $2.;:o; 

Shakespeare in Harlem, $3.00; 
The Weary Bines, $2.00 

Wherever books are sold 

ALFRED A. KNOPF, Publisher 
501 A'ladison Avenue, New York 22 

SYCHIATRY 
SEARCHUGHTS o n the 

HUMAN MIND 
Publishers of Books on Psychoanalysis, Psychiatry, 
Psychology and the related Social Sciences. 

Serid postcard ior free catalogue *'SR" 
INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITIES PRESS, Inc. 
227 West 13th St., New York 11. N. Y. 

The Criminal Record 
The Saturday Review's Guide to Detective Fiction 

Title and Author \Crime,Place, and Sleuth 

MURDER 
BUTTONED UP 
Paul A. Holmes 

(Dutton: $2.50) 

CHORD IN 
CRIMSON 

Dale Gallagher 
(Coward-Mc-

Cann: 
$2.50) 

MURDER AND 
MYSTERY IN 
NEW MEXICO 
Erna Fergusson 

(Merle Armitage: 
$3.50) 

NOT 
NEGOTIABLE 
Manning Coles 
(Crime Club: 

$2.25) 

DARK ABYSS 
Clifford Knight 
(Dutton: $2.50) 

NO TRAVELER 
RETURNS 

Amber Dean 
(Crime Club: 

$2.25) 

FRAMED 
IN GUILT 
Day Keene 

(Mill: $2.50) 

SAINT ERRANT 
Leslie Charteris 

(Crime Club: 
$2.25) 

A ROPE FOR 
THE BARON 

Anthony Norton 
(Duell, Sloan & 
Pearce: $2.50) 

THE CASE 
OF THE 

LITTLE DOCTOR 
Hilda Lewis 

(Random House: 
$2.50) 

Murder of newspaper 
publisher in his office 
followed by slayings 
of ad mgr. and circu
lation ditto. Penetra
tive reporter solves it. 

Girl skip-tracer hunts 
missing society scion 
in bebop niteries of 
N. Y. and Phila., en
countering murder en 
r o u t e — which she 
solves. 

Nine bloodthirsty fac
tual tales of killings, 
historic and contem
porary, in Southwest 
— including s y m p a 
thetically r e v e a 1 i n g 
piece on Billy the Kid. 

Strange doings in Bel
gian cafe plunge in-
q u i s i t i v e Tommy 
Hambleton into dan
gerous search for mur
derous counterfeiters 
in Brussels and Paris. 

Palm Springs w i f e 
gets rid of epileptic 
husband but has to kill 
two more before trip 
to Bermuda seems ad
visable. 

Simon Templar res
cues, punishes, assists, 
or avenges nine ladies 
in ditto number of 
typical Saint "long-
shorts." 

Old New York State 
i n n scene of three 
murders by used-car 
r a c k e t e e r s . Local 
sleuth w i t h Intelli
gence D e p t . back
ground takes over. 

John (Baron) Man-
nering defies warnings 
of death, invades sin
ister English manor, 
gets jools, rescues gals, 
captures killers. 

Summing Up 

Newspaper a t m o s -
phere well handled. 
Hard-drinking report
er competently por
trayed. Tale is fast 
p a c e d but solution 
m u s t b e taken on 
faith. 

Tangled and turbulent 
emotions o f various 
members of aristo
cratic and high-strung 
clan given thorough 
sifting in swift and 
baffling yarn. 

Handsomely p r i n t ed 
(though trifle too dog
gone arty) volume is 
well packed with ex
citement, mystery, and 
s h a r p portraits of 
tough hombres. 

Possibly a 
ner" than 
Hambleton 
adequately 
v i o l e n t , 

bit "thin 
e a r l i e r 
yarns, but 

amusing, 
thrilling knowledgeable — and 

excellently written 

Beyond demonstrating 
that deep freezes are 
unsatisfactory as ca
daver carriers this fol
lows lines that are 
fairly familiar. 

Delicious, devastating, 
and devilish frails fea
tured in trickily plot
ted tales mainly res
cued from th,e pulps 
—including "Thrilling 
Wonder Stories." 

Beginning and ending 
are hackle-raising but 
intervening chapters 
seem rather thin and 
casual. 

Top Hollywood sce
narist finds himself in 
tough spot over slay
ing of English girl— 
until m o r e murders 
occur a n d detectives 
have doubts. 

Fictional retelling of 
Crippen case with all 
the emotional s t o p s 
pulled 'way, 'way out. 

Saint-ish sort of yarn, 
complete with chases, 
corpses, s e c re t pas
sages, comical cock-
n e y , a n d ul t ra-re
sourceful hero. 

Good nlot, apparently 
authentic background, 
interesting characters, 
and r a t h e r sketchy 
writing. Would make 
good "B" picture. 

Shows what a first-
class novelist can do 
with penetrating pos 
sible motives that may 
h a v e lurked behind 
f a m o u s crime pas 
sionel. 

Verdict 

Fair 

Good 

For 
aficiona

dos 

Recom
mended 

Below 
par 

For 
Saint 

devotees 

Average 

Fair 

Agree
able 

Good 
job.of 

writing 
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The N e w Recordings 
COMPOSITION, PERFORMER, 

ALBUM NUMBER, 
NUMBER OF RECORDS 

E N G I N E E R I N G 

Recording Technique, Surface 
P E R F O R M A N C E 
A N D C O N T E N T 

D V O R A K , S Y M P H O N Y 
# 5 ( " N E W W O R L D " ) . 
Leopo ld S t o k o w s k i a n d 
h i s S y m p h o n y O r c h . 
R C A Vic tor D V 25 (5 
pl.) 
Comparison: 
(SAME.) A i l - A m e r i c a n 
Y o u t h Orch . S tokowsk i 
( P r e w a r ) . 
C o l u m b i a M M (416 (5) 

As ton i sh ing t echn ica l 
difference be tw . these 
i n t o n a l r a n g e , b u t far 
m o r e in l iveness and 
"p re sence . " W o n d e r f u l 
i l l u s t r a t ion of p rog res s 
in t h e art of rea l i s t ic 
r e c o r d i n g in t h e U.S . 
Old ve r s ion is thin , 
d is tant , mea ly . New, 
one of t o p - r a n k ser ies , 
th is orch., m a d e 1947, 
is t r e m e n d o u s l y full, 
r o u n d , w ide , n e a r . 

S a m e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n in 
bo th ; th is is S toky ' s m e a t 
a n d h e does i t b r o w n . 
B u t A i l - A m e r i c a n w a s a 
feeble orches t ra , even in 
this , a b o u t i ts bes t r e 
corded job ; t he n e w orch. 
p lays fa r b e t t e r , h a s 
e n o r m o u s l y i m p r o v e d r e 
cording. I 'd call th is a l 
b u m definit ive. 

Long Playiyig (LP) Reissues of interest: Rave l , Q u a r t e t in F , B u d a p e s t 
Q u a r t e t ( M L 4091) . Sibel ius , S y m p h o n y # 7 , N. Y. Ph i l h . B e e c h a m ; W a g 
ner , "Siegfr ied Idy l l , " N . Y. P h i l h . Rodzinsk i ( M L 4086) . Shos takov i t ch , 
S y m p h o n y # 1 , C leve l and Orch . Rodzinsk i ( M L 4101) . K a b a l e v s k y , " T h e 
Comed ians" ; Lecocq, Mile . Ango t Sui te , N. Y. Ph i l h . K u r t z ( M L 4083). 
Bee thoven , Q u a r t e t s O p u s 18, # 2 ; 95, B u d a p e s t Q u a r t e t ( M L 4073) Debussy , 
"La Demoise l le E l u e " ; Rave l , P i a n o Concer to for Left H a n d , Sayao , Nade l l ; 
Casadesus , Ph i l a . Orch. O r m a n d y ( M L 4075) . Pucc in i , "La B o h e m e " ( C o m 
p l e t e ) , Met . Ope ra Co. ( S L 1 ) . Dvorak , S lavon ic Dances , C leve land Orch . 
Szell (ML 2023). B r a h m s , P i a n o Concer to # 1 , Serk in , P i t t s b u r g h S y m p h . 
R e i n e r ( M L 4100) . Mozar t , T w o - P i a n o Concer to , K . 365; T h r e e - P i a n o C o n 
cer to , K. 242. V r o n s k y a n d Babin , L h e v i n n e , Rob in Hood Dell , L i t t l e Orchs . 
(ML 4098). S q u a r e Dances—Carson Robison & His Old T imer s (CL 6029). 

T H E W A R I S O N 

BY T H E t i m e th is is in p r in t 
t he R C A Victor " th i rd t y p e " 
of r eco rd wi l l be official, 

With its associated equ ipmen t , no t 
i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e w i t h t h e C o l u m 
bia L P . T h o u g h t h e deta i ls a r e 
wide ly r u m o r e d a t this p r e - a n -
n o u n c e m e n t t i m e of wr i t ing , I'll 
h a v e to g r a n t Vic tor ' s co r rec tness 
in sugges t ing t h a t c o m m e n t should 
awa i t t he n e w record ' s fo rmal i n 
t roduc t ion . Said c o m m e n t wi l l a p 
pear , therefore , in coming SRL i s 
sues . Suffice i t to say a t th i s po in t 
t h a t t h e t w o compe t ing r eco rd sy s 
t ems do u n d o u b t e d l y r e p r e s e n t 
h o n e s t differences of opinion, 
b a c k e d u p b y e n o r m o u s resources . 
Moreover , i t m a y b e t h a t t h e t w o 
sys t ems wi l l no t compe te qu i t e as 
h e a d - o n as m a y h a v e seemed p r o b 
able, t h a n k s to p rac t i ca l differences 
in t he i r usefulness . I t is a t r agedy , 
I s ay again, t h a t w e m u s t h a v e t w o 
sys tems in addi t ion to t he old. One 
c o m p a n y w a s in t he field first; t h e 
other , w i t h some logic, says m a y 
t h e b e t t e r sy s t em win, r ega rd le s s 
of w h i c h c a m e first; g ive bo th a 
chance . W h a t e v e r t h e a r g u m e n t s , 
t h e r e is t h e fact of a war . 

M e a n w h i l e an exc i t ing pos t -ho l i 
d a y per iod h a s b r o u g h t severa l 
o t h e r sensat ions , a n n o u n c e d b u t no t 
yet ava i lab le . M e r c u r y l aunches a 

comple te l ine of L P records , p l a y 
able on C o l u m b i a - t y p e equ ipmen t , 
both p o p u l a r and classical, w i t h 
t h e b igges t n e w s a s u p e r - L P 
t w e l v e - i n c h r eco rd t h a t wi l l p l ay 
as long as one h o u r and t w e n t y 
m i n u t e s ! The record, again, w o r k s 
on p r e s e n t L P e q u i p m e n t ; t he i n 
c reased l e n g t h is d u e to an i n g e n 
ious g roove spac ing device . M e r 
c u r y c la ims h igh qua l i ty , in spi te 
of t he length , and a tona l r a n g e e x 
ceeding p r e s e n t L P records . We 
shal l see ab o u t t h a t — b u t a t th i s 
po in t one w o n d e r s m i l d l y h o w 
m a n y mus ica l w o r k s can be found, 
aside f rom opera , to m a k e use of 
such as ton ish ing p lay ing t ime ! In 
add i t ion to t h e M e r c u r y l i ne t h e r e 
a r e t he n e w Columbia seven- inch 
s h o r t - p l a y i n g mic rogroove records 
t h a t wi l l cover t h e p o p u l a r field 
a n d t h e m a n y s h o r t e r classical 
w o r k s t h a t do no t need t h e full L P 
l eng th , us ing t h e p r e s e n t L P e q u i p 
m e n t . T h e p r i ce is p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 
l o w e r t h a n t h e s t a n d a r d shel lac . 
O n e m o r e c o m p a n y wil l e n t e r t h e 
L P field soon w i t h r eco rds some^ 
w h a t s h o r t e r in p l a y i n g t i m e t h a n 
the Co lumbia ' s ( m a k i n g h igh q u a l 
i ty t echn ica l ly eas ier to a c h i e v e ) . 
Th i s co lumn wi l l d u l y r e p o r t on all 
of t he se as t h e y a r e rece ived . 

— E D W A R D TATNALL CANBY. 

Have you ever wondered 
how you would feel 

if you were somebody else? 

Wu 
Hhe new novel by 

JULIAN GREEN 
Author of the Tiarper Prize ^ovel 

THE DARK JOURNEY 
Through the remarkable story 

of young Fabian, who could be any
one he chose for as long as he liked, 
Julian Green explores with wit and 
profundity the baffling limits im
posed on every person attempting 
to understand the heart and mind of 
another. 

At all bookstores • 13.00 

HARPER & BROTHERS 

BRAHMS SYMPHONY No. 1 in C Min. 
IMayed by Wilhelm Furtwi"inj;;Ier and 
the Vienna Philhiirnionic Orfli, 
DBS 8220, I)B 0221/5. 0-13" records. 

$15.75» 

SCHUMANN CARNAVAL SUITE for Piano 
Claudio Arrau at the riano. 
SW S0«2/4. 3-12" records $6.30» 

•Plus City Sales Tax in N. Y. C, 

Add 25tf for parking. Sliipped anywiiore 
Express Collect. (Prices subject to change.) 

Write for our FREE CATALOGUE of records 

RABSONS 
111 West 52nd Streef New York 19, N. Y 

Dept. 
127 

A mystery novel by 
Dorothy Salisbury Davis 

$2.50 
J A N U A R Y 22, 1949 

fcut 
fot^U^Acet 

Scribners 
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