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By ROBERT E . SPILLER 

TO BE a poet a half century and 
more ago, one had to have a long 

white beard and a benign disposition. 
Bryant, Longfellow, and Whittier met 
the standard; Lowell and Whitman 
elmost did; Emerson and Holmes fell 
short. To write a sympathetic biogra
phy of such a poet in these days of 
Cantos and Quartets is indeed an 
achievement. The very traits as man 
and poet that made Whittier honored 
and beloved in his later years—his 
homespun simplicity and his naive 
faith—make him now seem almost 
old-fashioned. The most recent full-
length biography (1933) met the 
problem by psychoanalyzing the 
poet's celibacy and chronic illnesses, 
but even that fashion is now out
moded. Apparently the pendulum of 
taste is swinging baclc to a more just 
appraisal of the saints and heroes of 
our past. By avoiding all psychologi
cal and critical issues and accepting 
Whittier's own verdict that he was 
more interested in people than in 
poetry—that his v>ras "merely the farm 
wagon and buckboard of verse"—Mr. 
Pollard has painted a living portrait 
of a great man. 

His biography gets off to a bad 
start, but whether the fault is his or 
Whittier's would be hard to say. To 
read the first twelve chapters is some-
tliing close to an ordeal. Painstak
ingly we follow the day-by-day 
course of a farm boy and small-town 
newspaper editor; then that of a 
single-minded crusader for a long-
settled cause. Abolition. The tedium 
is not even relieved by insights into 
the deeper political issues of pre-
Civil-War times, for Whittier himself 
was a humanitarian rather than a 
political thinker, and his admirable 
singleness of mind results in a toneless 
narrative, written in a dull and often 
repetitious style. Nor does poetry 
liven the page, for Mr. Pollard's only 
critical comment is that concern for a 
cause somewhat took Whittier out of 
himself and gave a firmness to his 
poetry that it had previously lacked. 
If this ' were all there were to the 
book, we might lay it aside as a 
monograph by an inexperienced re 
searcher who had his job and did it 
conscientiously. It would add to our 
knowledge of fact rather than to our 
pleasure or understanding. 

The wise reader will skip directly 
to Chapter 13 and lose little of value, 

for at that point both poet and biog
rapher seem to mature and mellow. 
The year is 1864, when the war was 
over, Whittier's mother and sister 
dead, "Snowbound" in the making, 
and still almost three decades of liv
ing ahead. Then the poet must have 
grown his beard, for his wise humani
tarian spirit suddenly ripens into 
something more than a cause. Then 
also the biographer changes, he be
gins to speak as a man in full control 
of a subject that he has lived with 
long and grown to understand. Not 
only does he lay aside his chronologi
cal method for a freer topical treat-
m,ent, but he writes with a smoothness 
and spring which were sadly lacking 
before. Are there two books here, or 
one? If there are two, the second is 
complete in itself—a warmly sympa
thetic study of "Whittier, friend of 
man" and only incidentally poet. The 
result is as good an appraisal of 
Whittier's value to the twentieth-cen
tury reader as could be found. 

Robert E. Spiller, professor of Eng~ 
lish at the University of Pennsylvania, 
is an editor of "The Literary History 
of the United States" and author of 
"Fenimore Cooper, Critic of His Time." 

Belles-Lettres Notes 
GLEE-WOOD, translated and ar
ranged by Margaret Williams. Sheed 
& Ward. $6. This fascinating book is 
the gift of a learned woman to readers 
less learned—at least in Middle Eng
lish—than herself. In "Word-Hoard" 
Margaret Williams turned the trans
lator's light on Old English literature. 
Now, working from manuscripts as 
before, and bringing many passages 
into modern language for the first 
time, she performs the same service 
for the literature which appeared in 
England between the Norman Con
quest and Caxton's conquest. Neither 
Chaucer nor Langland, of course, 
could be excluded from such an an
thology, and we may be grateful to 
the translator for giving as much space 
as she has to the Pearl poet with his 
acknowledged masterpiece, "Sir Ga-
waine and the Green Knight." But 
most of her selections, usually frag
mentary, have nothing to do with 
masterpieces, and, as often as not, are 
the work of anonymous authors. They 
are valuable, apart from their intrin
sic literary quality and for what they 
have to tell us about our literary 
origins, because they open so many 
v/indows on so many different aspects 
of English medieval life—a scene 
which is constantly illumined by edi-
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John Greenleaf Whittier—"merely the 
farm wagon and buckboard of verse." 

torial explanation—and as we read we 
realize that a sense of human solidar
ity can traverse centuries as easily, 

• or with as much difficulty, as it can 
span seas and continents. 

— B E N RAY REDMAN. 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL LECTURES 
OF SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE, 
edited by Kathleen Coburn. Philo
sophical Library. $7.50. In the winter 
of 1818 Coleridge delivered a course 
of fourteen lectures on the history of 
philosophy from its earliest begin
nings in Greece to his own day. In 
his thorough and systematic analysis 
he attempted to reconcile philosophy 
and metaphysics with religion, to 
show that the various philosophical 
movements arose to meet various so
cial, human needs. The course of lec
tures was not too well attended, per
haps because he also gave in the 
same season his popular series on 
Shakespeare. The whole series of lec
tures on philosophy, except for the 
first and the fourteenth, was taken 
down verbatim by a stenographer 
hired by a friend of Coleridge's, and 
the transcript is the basis of Miss 
Coburn's conscientious and efficient 
edition. It is unique in being the only 
verbatim record of any of his courses 
of lectures. They do not make easy 
reading because of his prodigious and 
ill-concealed learning, his tendency to 
digress, and his turgid style. Besides, 
they lack the grace and persuasive
ness that radiated from one of the 
greatest talkers in English letters. But 
they are important for an understand
ing of the great poet who was half 
metaphysician and half bard. 

—ROBERT HALSBAND. 
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''One of the 
most vivid, 

pomrerful and 
faultlessly 

wri t ten books 
of a decade.' ' 

— PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 

"In the amiable tradition 
of Chaucer and Boccaccio" — N. Y. TIMES 

JL. "This superb little book will make Naples your own, 
almost as though you could speak Neapolitan dialect and 
had lived for years in a sundrenched vlco or salita. . . , 
There are surprises and variety from tale to tale. . . . 
You'll lay it down with regret that it's so brief — like 
Neapolitan youth or love." — N. Y. TIMES 

The Treasure of Naples 
by Giuseppe Matotta 

Illustrated • $3.00 

"Gay and diverting and wonder
fully in keeping with Jane 
Austen's own fictional world" 

— ORVtLLE PRESCOTT, N. Y. TIMES 

M. I t is a daring and dangerous thing for a modern 
author to try to imitate a classic, but in this continuation 
of Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice Miss Bonavia-Hunt 
has succeeded magnificently. "She has stepped gracefully 
into the Austen slippers."—SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 

Pemberley Shades 
by D. A. BonoYia-Hunt 

$3.00 
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A "A well-told, gripping tale of 
guilt, pursuit and retribution . . . 
The dialogue is convincing, the 
situations clear-cut, the pace lean 
and taut." 

— Rev. H. C. Gardiner, S. J., 
AMERICA 

A "An amazing novel . . . The 
theme is universal." 

— Dr. Daniel A. Poling 

A "Will climb high on all best 
seller lists." 

— Sterling North 

by LEO BRADY 
At all bookstores • $3.00 M 
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"He does for the Irish country
side what James Joyce did for 
the city in Dubliners'- N. Y. HERAID TRIBUNE 

A "With 'The Lion-Tamer' Bryan MacMahon takes 
immediate place in the top echelon of contemporary 
Ireland's short story writers. . . . There is an exhilarating, 
almost intoxicating, quality to some of his landscapes and 
a touch of madness to a few of his documents." 

T H E SATUHDAY REVIEW 

The Lion-Tamer 
by Bryan MacMahon 

$2.75 
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Bandits, Bonanzas 
and Booze 

A The story of Wells Fargo is the story of 
the West itself, in particalar of the gold 
camps and boom towns when fabulous 
bonanzas made history. Here in this beautiful 
book it is all recaptured —•• this fantastic 
chapter of history which can never return. 

U. S. West 
The Saga of Wells Fargo 

by Lucius Beebe and 
Charles Clegq 

Authors of Mixed Train Dally 
Over 200 pictures and 3 maps • $7.50 
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