
to jot down very much about them, 
but those who might serve as charac­
ters for novels. In 1917 the novelist was 
sent to Russia on a secret mission, and 
the pages that treat of that country and 
its literature are especially interesting 
today. Page 111 contains the three 
notes upon which, he says, "I con­
structed a story called 'Rain'." Today 
"shilling shockers" in their American 
equivalent solace him, and he has a 
good word to say for them. A perfect 
jotting of "situation" concerns, on 
page 263, a woman reading her lover's 
letter at a house-party. A strikingly 
told account of a struggle with the 
tidal flood known as a "bore" reminds 
one of his story in which this watery 
phenomenon is a prime factor. Anec­
dotes of Mrs. Langtry, and of the 
woman in Texas who wanted Major 
Tompkins, are in their different ways 
memorable, as is the account of his 
discovery of certain Gauguin paint­
ings near Papeete. There are unfor­
gettable notes concerning Maugham's 
medical service in the First World 
War. There are brief descriptions of 
great beauty, and shrewd sketches for 
possible stories, one of the best being 
about the lonely young man on a tea-
plantation who buys a letter from 
his friend. 

But this book is a rich fruit-cake 
of good reading, tart and mellow, not 
to be assessed from a bit nibbled 
here or there! 

Object and Image 
By Evelyn Ames 

LIKE an oriole among spring 
branches 

It appeared. Where, a moment before 
Nothing between you, look or word 
Revealed it, there was now this song. 
This blazing bird. 

Though you both saw that visitation, 
You acted as if it were not there 
But in the presence of its flame. 
She who remained beside you, was 
No longer the same: 

Was not herself, nor the reflection 
She had met daily behind glass, 
But one more beautiful and wise,—• 
More nearly like the fabulous creature 
She found in your eyes. 

And you who held up to her gaze 
This likeness of what she could 

become, 
Received in trust the gift of power 
Which will decide if she shall be 
Herself in flower. 

"He wrote a sensational novel, but, unfortunately, his characters were not cwincidenta!.' 

Clemens and His ^^Other Mother'' 
UARK TWAIJV TO MRS. FAIR­

BANKS. Edited hy Dixon Wecter. 
San Marino, Calif.: Huntington 
Library. 286 pp. $5. 

By ROBERT HALSBAND 

IN 1867 Mark Twain embarked on 
the steamship Quaker City for a 

tour of the Mediterranean and the 
Holy Land. On that voyage he wrote 
the newspaper dispatches which he 
gathered to make his "Innocents 
Abroad," published two years later. 
He also met Mrs. Mary Mason Fair­
banks, a Cleveland newspaper own­
er's wife and a cultivated amateur 
penwoman. During their friendship, 
which continued until her death in 
1898, he sent her a series of letters 
now printed and edited for the first 
time. They fall into three groups: 
those relating to his courtship of Livy, 
to his new household, and to the busy, 
troubled years of his mature career. 

They are not at all self-conscious 
"literary" letters. In them he bounces 
and struts, healthily displaying all the 
exuberance and resiliency of his 
personality. He played a role with 
Mrs. Fairbanks, just as every letter 
writer does with his correspondent. 
With her he is the rough boy out of 
the West (a Lochinvar invading 
Elmira, New York), filially devoted to 
his "other Mother," as he called her, 
and eager to confide, to learn, and to 
please. "Don't be afraid to write ser­
mons," he begs her, "I am perfectly 
willing not only to receive them but 
to try to profit by them." He related 
to her his aspirations, marital as well 
as literary; and the concern for his 
writing which he shows in these let­

ters proves how seriously he. took the 
problems of his craft. 

His submission, in literary matters, 
to Mrs. Fairbanks's tact and taste is 
one of the most illuminating aspects 
of his correspondence with her, for 
it relates to one of the controversial 
questions of his career. Van Wyck 
Brooks has set forth the contention—• 
later refuted by De Voto—that Livy 
exerted her gentility on Twain's 
flowering genius and suppressed him 
from becoming the American Rabe­
lais. Yet here, two years before he 
married Livy, he writes to Mrs. Fair­
banks about a lecture he was to give: 
"I'll expunge every word you want 
scratched out, cheerfully." And four 
years after he married, with Livy 
joining him in his attachment to Mrs. 
Fairbanks, he writes to the latter: 
". . . you & she are my severest crit­
ics." The truth seems to be, and it' is 
borne out by his literary submission 
to William Dean Howells, that Twain 
was so eager to improve his writing 
that he invited, and usually accepted, 
the advice of those whose education 
and refinement he respected. 

Mr. Wecter's editing is in all ways 
a superb job. He knits the letters to­
gether with a narrative which is un­
obtrusive yet which keeps the letters 
from seeming to be, as indeed they 
are, fragments scattered over a long 
range of time and topic. He provides 
supporting documentation from pub­
lished and unpublished Twainiana; 
and in judging any controversial 
issues, he looks with the judicious 
and accurate eye of a perfect umpire. 
Such editing, along with such excel­
lent printing, is a happy circumstance 
for Twain's correspondence. 
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21?̂  Philosopher 

As a Man of Action 
EDITOR'S N O T E : T h e j^ollpwing gues t 

editorial is by Mark Starr, who, in 
his work as educational director of 
the International Ladies' Garment 
Worker's Union and in adult, educa­
tion generally, has jor many years 
been applying the teachings of John 
Dewey, a long-time associate. Mr. 
Starr has broadcast and lectured about 
Dr. Dewey's principles, and in 1946 
he was Inglis Lecturer at Harvard 
on "Labor Looks at Education." He 
is also author of "Lies and Hate in 
Education." 

DE W E Y re jec ted educa t ion as 
m e r e e x p l a n a t i o n a n d u n d e r ­
p inn ing for t h e s t a tu s quo . To 

h i m educa t ion is t h e agency for 
change , t h e i n s t r u m e n t of i n s t r u m e n t s 
to he lp not only t he p u p i l unfold h i s 
capaci t ies b u t also for t h a t p u p i l to 
h e l p h is social g r o u p unfold, a n d t h u s 
b e a n agen t in n e v e r - e n d i n g b e n e ­
ficial social change . 

Not in any ivory t o w e r above t he 
ba t t l e bu t in t he free fight of c o m ­
pe t i t ive ideas wou ld t r u t h e m e r g e . 
T e a c h e r s should be f ree to e x a m i n e 
cha l l eng ing and cr i t ical ideas a n d 
s t u d y economic a n d social ques t ions . 
L e a r n i n g by ro t e of accep ted dogmas 
m u s t be r ep laced by t h e u n e n d i n g 
ques t for k n o w l e d g e . Idea l s of i n d i ­
v i d u a l a n d m a t e r i a l success in c u t -
t h r o a t compe t i t i ve ind iv idua l i sm 
wou ld be changed to c o m m u n i t y w e l l -
be ing secured by coopera t ion b e t w e e n 
w e l l - i n f o r m e d cit izens. P a r t i c i p a t i n g 
s tuden t s , accus tomed to g r o u p ac t iv i ty 

and p l ann ing , w o u l d b e c o m e p a r t i c i ­
p a t i n g ci t izens to c r ea t e c o m m u n i t y 
wel fa re , w i t h no d a n g e r of becoming 
l eane r s on t he g o v e r n m e n t . 

The t eache r w o u l d not c l imb on 
the pedes t a l of profess ional pr ide , b u t 
wou ld recognize himself as a w o r k e r 
a n d insist on t he r igh t to organize . 
Educa t ion d a r e not end w i t h the for ­
mal i t i es of g r a d u a t i o n b u t be a con­
t i nuous process t h r o u g h a p p r o p r i a t e 
pub l ic facil i t ies for adu l t educa t ion . 
The essence of d e m o c r a c y consists of 
se l f -disc ipl ine and self-cr i t ic ism. 

D e w e y m i g h t be r e g a r d e d as an i n ­
te l lec tua l c o m m a n d o inf i l t ra t ing in to 
t he r eg imen ta l i s t s , defending t he old 
ba t t l e posi t ions, and blas t ing a w a y 
the i r cor rod ing sel f -sat isfact ion. H e 
was n e v e r con ten t to b e t h e clois­
t e r ed pedan t . Dewey , t he re former , 
fol lowing his o w n t h e o r y of un i t ing 
ideas and action, is a s to ry by itself. 
H e has a lways be longed to t he A m e r ­
ican F e d e r a t i o n of T e a c h e r s desp i te 
his coopera t ion w i t h t he Na t iona l 
Educa t ion Associa t ion even before it 
h a d changed its a t t i t ude on sa lar ies 
and condi t ions . He h a s a lways been 
p r o u d to l ink himself w i t h t h e t r a d e 
un ions of t he A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n of 
L a b o r t h r o u g h his A F T connect ion . 

He took sides on hot quest ions . 
Ne i the r t h e Clericals , t he C o m m u ­
nists, t he NAM, nor t he va r i ed sorts 
of d ic ta tors s u p p o r t D e w e y ' s ins i s ­
tence u p o n t h e use of free discussion 
to end in fear less act ion. D e w e y was 
act ive in t h e S e a b u r y inves t iga t ion 
to expose T a m m a n y Hal l co r rup t ion 
in N e w Y o r k civic life. W h e n N e w 
York t eache r s w e r e accused of s u b ­
vers ive ac t iv i ty after Wor ld W a r I, 
D e w e y w a s ac t ive in t he i r defense . 
Whi le c u r r e n t l y recogniz ing t h e u n ­
fitness of C o m m u n i s t P a r t y m e m b e r s 
to teach, h e also w a r n s aga ins t h y s ­
ter ica l act ion "bound to h a v e ind i rec t 
consequences—more h a r m f u l in t h e 
end t h a n t h e evils g u a r d e d agains t ." 

W h e n B r o o k w o o d L a b o r College in 
1928 was u n d e r fire by t h e A m e r i c a n 
F e d e r a t i o n of L a b o r for a l leged r a d i ­
cal teaching, D e w e y spoke publ ic ly , 
p ro tes t ing aga ins t t h e a t t e m p t to 
t h r o t t l e free i n q u i r y and cri t ic ism of 
labor ' s sacred cows. W h e n t he i n t e l ­
lec tua l u n d e r w o r l d of N e w York Ci ty 
w a s able, by p r e s s u r e upon La G u a r -
dia, to p r e v e n t B e r t r a n d Russel l f rom 
t ak ing up t h e post to which h e h a d 
been appo in t ed at CCNY, D e w e y 
jo ined t h e pro tes t . S o m e fo r ty -one 
yea r s ago D e w e y s ta ted forcefully t h e 
dange r s of r e l eased t i m e for re l ig ious 
s tudy and of s t a t e suppo r t for sec ­
t a r i a n schools. 

In i n t e r n a t i o n a l affairs h e has also 
t a k e n a fear less s t and aga ins t t he r ed 
and b lack to ta l i t a r i ans . W h e n o the r s 
found excuses h e p ro t e s t ed t he p u r g e s 

w h i c h fol lowed t h e Moscow t r ia l s of 
1938. D e w e y de fended t h e Tro t sky i t e s 

:in Minneapol i s w h e n t h e C o m m u n i s t s 
a p p l a u d e d t h e appl ica t ion of t h e 
S m i t h Ac t n o w being used aga ins t 
t w e l v e of t he i r l eade r s in J u d g e M e ­
dina ' s cour t . H e jo ined t h e commi t t ee 
wh ich inves t iga t ed Tro t sky ' s assass in­
a t ion in Mexico. He k n o w s too m u c h 
to be used as an " innocen t " for d u ­
bious causes and conferences . He p r o ­
tes ted w h e n t he Czechs d r o v e out t h e 
S u d e t e n G e r m a n s af ter Wor ld W a r II . 

H e w r o t e and spoke for t he L e a g u e 
for I n d u s t r i a l Democracy , of wh ich 
h e sti l l r e m a i n s t h e p r e s i d e n t e m e r i ­
tus , advoca t ing educa t ion for a n e w 
social o rder . Most recen t ly , h e jo ined 
a c o m m i t t e e inves t iga t ing a n d e d u ­
ca t ing for t h e possibi l i t ies of a n e w 
pol i t ica l a l i g n m e n t in t h e Un i t ed 
S ta te s a n d m a d e effective, s ea r ch ing 
cr i t ic ism of t h e Wal l ace Th i rd P a r t y 
m o v e m e n t . By his con t r ibu t ions to 
The Liberal, h e r e g a r d s t h e L i b e r a l 
P a r t y in N e w York S t a t e as p a r t of 
t h e v i t a l cen te r for progress ives . 

DE W E Y ' S r eco rd of ac t iv i ty shou ld 
s t i m u l a t e efforts to t ack l e t w o 

basic cha l lenges of our t imes : t h e 
p r o b l e m of a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g in 
i n d u s t r i a l r e l a t ions b e t w e e n m a n a g e ­
m e n t a n d labor and t h e p r o b l e m of 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g b e t w e e n t he na t ions 
a n d t he c rea t ing of an effective U n i t e d 
Na t ions . If educa t ion , as in t h e M a r x ­
ian v iew, m e r e l y reflects economic i n ­
teres ts , it becomes an agency in t h e 
s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n capi ta l a n d labor . 
If, as D e w e y suggests , educa t ion is 
t h e process of p rob l em-so lv ing , e d u ­
ca t ion should e x a m i n e t h e blocks in 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n a p p a r e n t l y 
an tagon is t i c g roups and e n d e a v o r to 
find out w h a t t h e y h a v e in common . 

In t he second ins tance t h e r e shou ld 
be a f r ank e x a m i n a t i o n of na t i ona l 
sove re ign ty a n d of C o m m u n i s t a n d 
Fascis t ideologies r e l a t i ve to d e m o ­
cra t ic ideals . A n d in t h e s a m e h e a l t h y 
p a t t e r n coopera t ive act ion wou ld r e ­
sul t f rom coopera t ive t hough t . 

— M A R K STARR. 
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