
Letters to the RECORDINGS Editor 

Vienna Echo? 

SIR: Since I am an old and always 
sympathetic reader . . . maybe you 
will not take it amiss if I point out 
what must be a slight mistake in the 
answer you . . . gave to Mr. Jerome 
A. Gross in the last item of the month
ly record section May 27. It says . . . 
that the Von Karajan Beethoven 
Ninth suffers from a bad case of the 
Vienna echo . . . [it] is a model of 
high fidelity and clean sound. . . . 
About the only fault I could find with 
the recording is that it is so . . . dy
namic it will pile up in anything but 
the finest high-fidelity reproducers. 

JOHN RANDOLPH. 

New York, N. Y. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The statement in re
ply to reader Gross's question was 
made on the strength of a hearing of 
test pressings some months ago in Co
lumbia's New York office. The echo 
was quite apparent. If, however, an
other session produced a better prod
uct it could be the marketed one to 
which reader Randolph refers. 

Spotlight on Berger 

SIR: Let's have Arthur Berger's 
"Spotlight on Moderns" as a monthly 
column. 

JOHN ANDREW FISHER. 

Centennial, Wyo. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The spotlight will 
shine whenever there is enough to 
merit illumination. 

W h e r e Is Sack.' 

SIR: In recent months I have en
joyed Mercury, Capitol, and London 
recordings of the voice of Erna Sack. 
Can you tell me where she is now? 
Has she survived the war, and is she 
still singing? 

J. L. BOYD, JR. 

College Park, Ga. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Latest information 
has Sack touring in South America—a 
war-survivor, and still singing. Read
ers with more accurate details of 
Sack's activities are invited to com
municate. 

HMV and LP 

SIR: Is the English HMV Co. plan
ning to press LP microgroove records? 
I am very anxious to see that they 
do. 

KING LOU. 

Stockton, Calif. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: According to infor
mation of last month, Decca's entry 
into the English market with LP re
leases would probably start a chain-
reaction extending to both HMV and 
Columbia. As noted on page 55, that 
entry has now been made, and it is 
probable that the other "majors" there 
will come along early in the fall. 

Up with the Moussorgsky! 

SIR: Grateful as one must be for 
the LP "revolution," there is the dan

ger many outstanding recordings will 
be overlooked in the onrush of new 
companies and "societies," with their 
unfamiliar repertoire. I am disturbed 
when reviewer Gelatt slides over Co
lumbia's remarkable new Moussorg
sky "Songs and Dances of Death," 
which he merely mentions as a flip-
over filler to the Tourel-Bernstein-Ra-
vel "Scheherezade." I can understand 
the critic's enthusiasm for the latter 
performance but even then an ade
quate discussion of the Moussorgsky 
wonders remains indispensable. . . . 
Columbia's release of the cycle is in 
the best sense educational. . . . Fortu
nately, Columbia serves its cause by 
selecting Jennie Tourel as interpreter. 
. . . Such artistic projection permits us 
full comprehension of the music maj
esty. 

JOHN WHITBECK CLARK. 

Rochester, N. Y. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: We are in agreement 
with everything that Mr. Clark has to 
say about the "Songs and Dances of 
Death" and only regret that we didn't 
have the space in which to say it when 
the review appeared. LP has, in effect, 
doubled the number of album works 

with each issue and the procedure 
might well be instituted of writing 
about one side one month and the 
other the next. We also agree with 
Mr. Clark that the "celebrated and 
little-known" "Sunless" cycle of Mous
sorgsky might be next from Miss 
Tourel. 

Down wi th LP 

SIR: London's troubles with Haydn's 
"Drum Roll" symphony re-emphasize 
the obsolescence of the LP disc, which 
(despite its superiority to old discs) 
has been notable chiefly for delaying 
the introduction of real long-play— 
infinitely flexible, high-fidelity mag
netic tape. The ten- and twelve-inch 
LP discs are among the most tech
nically reactionary developments of 
postwar commerce. Seven inches is 
big enough for a disc, and 45 is the 
most convenient seven-incher. . . . 

ROBERT M . WALLACE. 

University of Alabama 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Whatever the argu
ments for or against the convenience 
of tape, the present problem of dupli
cating the sound impression puts the 
final cost much beyond that of flat 
discs, which can be pressed on a 
stamper. When tape can be processed 
with comparable ease a review of the 
whole situation may be in order. 

R E C O R D M A R T 

RECORD MART is designed to provide a 
bulletin board on which may be posted buyers' 
or sellers' notice of anything odd, unusual, 
rare, or out of print on discs or the accessories 
thereto. Individuals as well as dealers may 
submit their offerings of duplicated discs, 
rare labels, old acoustics, society sets, private 
issues, or withdrawn items, albums, needles, 
record brushes, or the like. Rate: 30f per 

word; 10-word minimum. Count two extra 
words for box and number. Full payment 
must be received fifteen days before publica
tion. We forward all mail received in answer 
to box numbers and submit postage bills 
periodically. Mail to be called for at this 
office will be held thirty days only. Address: 
RECORD MART. The Saturday Review, 25 
West 45 Street, New York 19, N. Y. 

LP RECORDS—write for free catalogue. Herald Non-
Breakable Record Co., 6722 Sprague St., Philadelphia 
19, Pa. 

RARE DISCS, lists. Bought, sold. E. Hirschmonn, 100 
Duncan Ave., Jersey City, N. J. 

FREE—Complete LP catalogue sent on request— 
lowest prices on all classical records. We pay post
age anywhere in U. S. RECORDS BY MAIL, Box 
900-H. 

GREAT SINGERS' records available. Write or visit 
RECORD COLLECTORS' SERVICE, 502 East 88 St., 
NYC 28. REgent 7-7611. 

IMPORTED & UNUSUAL classical records. Bill Case, 
912 Maverick Bldg., (Mail Box 66) San Antonio, Tex.' 

DETROIT AND MICHIGAN record collectors. For 
the most complete classical library In the area 
visit CAMPUS RECORD SHOP'S new down-town 
store at 116 West Fort St. WO. 2-6556, west of 
City Hall. Large selection of LP records. Also 78 
RPM imports. We mail anywhere. Uptown: 6314 
West McNIchols at Livernois, UN 3-0900. Open 
evenings. 

THE ONLY NEEDLE good enough for your records 
is a DIAMOND. (Messrs. Kolodin, Burke and Canby 
agree.) Wri te; TELEVEX, 474 West 238 St., NYC 63. 

HIGH FIDELITY EQUIPMENT, installations. Write 
or visit: HOUSE OF SOUND, 1812 El Camino, Red
wood City, Calif. 

LP RECORDS from leaders In the field for over 12 
years! Yes, we are SPECIALISTS in mail-orders—pre
pay al l mailing charges on 3 records or more—guar
antee arrival In perfect condition or your ful l pur
chase price refunded. Our stock is complete and we 
carry all makes. Write for free Schwann catalogue. 
Our prices wil l convince you! RECORD COLLECTORS' 
EXCHANGE, 76 West 48 St., NYC 19. 

YOUR FAVORITE LP RECORDINGS kept noise and 
dust-static-free. Enough fluid for 180 records. Guar
anteed. Postpaid onvwhere U.S.A., $1. TAB, 6 Church 
St., NYC. 

PREWAR IMPORTED,' domestic, classical records, 
GOTTERDAMMERUNG, SIEGFRIED, (Complete 19 rec
ords), TRISTAN, WALKURE, regular or "Schorr-
Lelder", TANNHAUSER, over 50 operas, 100 sym
phonies, 150 concertos, thousands vocals, instrumen-
tals, rarities. Low prices. Write your wants. Box 
234 Murray HIM Sta. NYC, 16. MUrray Hil l 3-5298. 

PORTABLE WIRE RECORDER — radio-phonograph. 
Cost $150. Sell $85. Excellent condition. Wakefield 
Studio, Earlysvllle, Va. 

COLLECTORS—mail your want lists, deleted operatic 
vocal, classical and Jj jstrumental. Box 646-B. 

U F ^ T O 14 PERFORMANCES from our large library 
of rare and out-of-pmit classical and popular rec-

; ords on 1 LP Microgroove record. State wants. 
, COLLECTORS' SHOP, 810 West Lake St., Minneap-
\ oiis, Minn. 

RARE RECORDS! Cut-outs (and unavailable im
ports). Instrumental, vocal. Erb, WIttrlsch, Elizabeth 
Schumann, Gerhardt, etc. Unrepressed Telefunkens, 
Polydors, Deccas. New, unplayed. Name your own 
prices. 2327 Arthur St., Los Angeles 65, Calif. 

COMPLETE MAIL-ORDER SERVICE—same day ship
ments. Records guaranteed all brand new. Cata
logue, 15(̂  deductible from first order. DISCOUNT 
RECORD CLUB, Box 99-B. 

THE RECORD ALBUM, 211 West 80 St., NYC (a 
new shop entirely devoted to out-of-print classical 
records). Rare vocal. Instrumental, diction records 
on many labels, G & T, Zonophone, Fonotlpia, etc., 
including cylinders. Monthly listings. Open 11 A.M. 
to 7 P.M. including Saturdays. Records from WANT 
LISTS not in stock wil l be advertised for at our 
expense. We buy single records or collections. 
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Give your friends a gift 
subscription to the 

Saturday Review 
and we will include FREE a copy of 

Fbe Saturday Review 

CAVALCADE 
AND, as a bonus to you for introducing 
SRL to new readers, we'll send you an 
SRL CAVALCADE FREE on receipt of 
your gift order. 

CAVALl'ADE i ,• pocket size, 5"x0?4", 
priiued with large, clear type on good paper witli 
paper board covers. 

IF YOUR FRIENDS, like you, are interested 
in the things that really matter—ideas, people, 
books, the arts—what finer gift can you give 

than a year's subscription to The Saturday Review? 
They'll receive 52 weeks of stimulating, provoca
tive reading . . . 52 weeks of the latest and best in
formation on books, music, records, travel, drama 
and films. 

SPECIAL FREE OFFER 

And we will send them at once a copy of 
CAVALCADE. Here, in one volume, are the most 
talked-about, most controversial, most influential 

articles from 25 years of The Saturday Review— 
the equivalent of a full price book! 

ORDER NOW! PAY LATER 

Mail the coupon today. Send no money with your 
order unless you wish. We have provided space for 
the names of several persons to whom you may 
wish to send gift subscriptions to The Saturday 
Review. And you will receive a FREE copy of 
CAVALCADE yourself as an expression of our 
appreciation to you for introducing SRL to new 
readers. 

FREE COPIES OF CAVALCADE WITH GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS 

SATURDAY REVIEW. 25 W. 45 St., New York 19, N. Y. 
Please enter introductory gift subscriptions for 52 weeks of 
The Saturday Review at $6.00 each for the following, and 
send each of them their FREE copy of CAVALCADE with 
my compliments. 
Name 

Address 

City 

Name . , 

Address 

City Zone. State. 

AND, as my bonus for introducing SRL to new read
ers, please send a FREE copy of CAVALCADE to me at 
address below: 

MY NAME 

Address . . . 

City Zone State 
• Remittance enclosed D Bi" rne 

(Add $1 per year for Canada and all Foreign Countries, 
except Pan America.) 

r,. 
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