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significant quotations, so rich that the 
volume could serve as a source book 
for Irish history in the nineteenth cen­
tury. Mr. O'Hegarty is an Irish na­
tionalist but he is not blind to the 
faults and failures of his countrymen 
nor grudging in his tributes to those 
Englishmen (Gladstone in particular) 
who labored to right Irish wrongs. 

—GEOFFREY BRUUN. 

QUICK lOOK AT CANADA: Many attempts 
have been made to find words to de­
scribe Canada's relations with Great 
Britain and the United States. Win­
ston Churchill's "linchpin" was a 
first-rate try. Others have called 
Canada a "bridge" and an "inter­
preter." Now a new book by Leslie 

.Roberts describes Canada not simply 
as a hinge, but as a golden hinge— 
"Canada: The Golden Hinge" (Rine-
hart, $3.50). Perhaps lubricant would 
be a more suitable word when the 
United States and Britain disagree on 
issues. 

Mr. Roberts, a Canadian writer 
who has contributed extensively to 
publications on both sides of the 
border, takes his readers on a quick 
trip across and through Canada. As 
the publisher's jacket says, the author 
"reveals to his readers the face of 
Canada." The book suffers from its 
surface reporting. 

For those Americans who know 
nothing of Canada, or who still be­
lieve Canadians pay taxes to the 
Queen, this is a useful starter. Mr. 
Roberts describes the sights; beats 
Canadians about the ears who dis­
agree with him; shows Canadians are 
different from Americans and Eng­
lishmen; praises the proper things; 
looks to a greater future; points out 
the new oil wealth of Alberta and the 
iron ore of Labrador; sketches the 
people who inhabit the country. 

—L. L. L. GOLDEN. 

ROOTS OF NATIONALISM: Professor Louis 
L. Snyder's previous writings, espe­
cially his lucid and penetrating "Hit-
lerism" and "From Bismarck to Hit­
ler" assure his latest study, "German 
Nationalism: The Tragedy of a People" 
(Stackpole Co., Harrisburg, Pa., $3.75) 
an attentive reception. He is excep­
tionally well endowed by talent and 
training to clarify for American 
readers the most strongly rooted and 
most baffling aspects of German na­
tionalism. -He is familiar with the 
thought of German philosophers, 
poets, economists, and historians; he 

knows the intricacies of German poli­
tics, and he has a genius for disen­
tangling the essential strands and 
motives from which modern German 
history has been woven. Every 
thoughtful American would benefit by 
reading his book. It is one of the 
clearest and most readable analyses 
in English of that extreme and ego­
centric cult of militant chauvinism 
that has brought Germany and Europe 
to their present grim plight. 

—G. B. 

ANTI-COMMUNIST PROSPECTS IN ITALY 

AND FRANCE: The first complete and 
authoritative dual study to appear in 
this country on the Italian Christian 
Democratic Party and the French 
Mouvement RepiMicain Populaire is 
"Christian Democracy in Italy and 
France," by Mai'io Einaudi and Fran­
cois Goguel (University of Notre 
Dame, Notre Dame, Ind., $4). It is the 
latest and most competent estimate 
available on the strength and pros­
pects of the liberal anti-Communist 
forces in two leading states of West­
ern Europe. The volume is a product 
of the "French-Italian Enquiry" be­
gun at Cornell University in 1949 
with the aid of the Rockefeller Foun­
dation. Mario Einaudi is professor of 
government at Cornell, Frangois 
Goguel a leader among the younger 
group of French political scientists. 
Their scrupulous, objective, and de ­
tailed estimates of Christian Democ­
racy as a political force, and of its 
chances for success in "direct compe­
tition with the two strongest Commu­
nist Parties of Western society"—the 
French and Italian—are as valuable 
as they are timely. Both scholars rec­
ognize that Christian Democracy may 
well be the last best hope for salvag­
ing all we think of as best in the cul­
ture of the European community. 
Both acknowledge realistically the 
internal and external forces arrayed 
against this experiment in reconcilia­
tion, but they close on a note of 
cautious optimism. —G. B. 
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their habitats, and especially his in­
formal introduction, make engrossing 
reading even for those who have 
never hugged a rifle. A thick sheaf 
of bright photographs adds proof to 
his text. A fine book for the most 
dangerous animal in existence—a 
hunter with a rifle! 

From the field to the stream; Raj-
Bergman's "Trout" (Knopf, $7.50) is 
also written with passion and pre­
cision. It efficiently covers its subject, 
fishing, with full analyses of wet and 
dry casting flies, methods of casting, 
and miscellaneous information for the 
angler. (An amusing chapter head­
ing: "Nymphs and Method of Fishing 
Them.") Twenty stunning color plates 
show the flies in all their flamboyance. 
The opening chapter on the author's 
early experience is a fine piece of 
nature prose. Maybe the outdoors is 
a good school of writing. 

And from the stream to the shore: 
Raymond B. Camp's "Duck Boats: 
Blinds: Decoys and Eastern Seaboard 
Wildfowling" (Knopf, $5.95) tells 
about the equipment, technique, 
tricks, and the places to put them all 
to use. As handsomely produced as 
the rifle and trout books (in the 
Knopf manner) , it is less well-writ­
ten, being—as the blurb unwittingly 
puts it—"larded with anecdotes." 

In the British "Who's Who" many 
of the who's list motoring as a sport. 
This may be difficult for Americans 
to understand, who ride in hearse­
like sedans or truck-like convertibles. 
An appreciation and Sfn understand­
ing of motoring as a sport can be 
gained with no pain from Ralph 
Stein's "Sports Cars of the World" 
(Scribner's, $10). Written in a style 
as breezy as a ride in a Jaguar, its 
opening section is uproarious. Then 
it settles down, more or less soberly, 
to tell about the sports car (defined 
as a machine driven for the sheer 
pleasure of driving) as it is made in 
England, France, Italy, Germany, and 
(hardly at all) in America. Both old 
and new models are described, and 
depicted with colored or black-and-
white photographs. The writing is not 
highly technical; and anybody who 
has had the thrill of spinning along in 
a sports car will not consider Mr. 
Stein's enthusiasm excessive. 

Another form of mobile adventure, 
though a hobby rather than a sport, is 
thoroughly explored in "New Roads to 
Adventure in Model Railroading," by 
Louis H. Hertz (Simmons-Boardman, 
$4.95). The little flimsy trains one 
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used to see crawling around the 
Christmas tree look as outmoded as 
the ox-cart next Jo the models and 
equipment given here: indoor and 
outdoor systems, with signals, bridges, 
and landscapes of all kinds, -and even 
the "lure" of live steam engines. All, 
of course, in miniature, even (for 
those in small apartments) on boards 
that fold into a cabinet. And for 
antiquarian collectors, tin plate toy 
trains and catalogues. Diagrams and 
pictures are a great help to the text, 
but the poor paper and format are 
not. 

For the sportsman who wants his 
sport at its most vicarious and seden­
tary, a collection of "The World's 
Greatest Boxing Stories" has been 
brought together by Harold U. Riba-
low (Twayne, $2.95). There are eight­
een of them, including such classics 
as Hemingway's "Fifty Grand" and 
Lardner 's "Champion." Several of 
them, Budd Schulberg's and Irwin 

Shaw's, tell of the impact of boxing 
outside the ring, carrying their own 
kind of punch. The only fault is in 
the title: why the "world's" when all 
are by Americans? 

Specifically Christmasy 

Three seasonal tales broadcast by 
Alistair Cook have been printed as 
"Christmas Eve" (Knopf, $2). They 
are neat and witty, and with a sophis­
tication above the heads of those 
children (and adults) who still be­
lieve in Santa Claus. 

In an unaccustomed role as a writer 
of comic fantasy, Norman Corwin 
has uncovered "The Plot to Overthrow 
Christmas" (Holt, $1.50). As told in 
the form of a verse play, Nero is sent 
up from Hades to rub out Santa. The 
result of his diabolical mission will 
not come as a surprise to anyone 
familiar with the fact that Christmas 
is almost upon us. 

—Illustrations by Robert Frankenberg from "The Christmas Book.' 
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ton Halsey Thomas. New York: The Mac-
millan Co. Four vols., $35. 
Much light is thrown on the social history 

of New York City from 1835 to 1875 by this 
diary of a Manhattan worthy. 

DIVIDED WE FOUGHT: A Pictorial History 
of the War 1861-1865. New York: The Mac-
millan Co. $10. 
Four hundred sixty photographs which tell 

the story of the war, chosen by Hirst Milhol-
len, Milton Kaplan, and Hulen Stuart. The 
running captions and chapter introductions 
have been edited by David Donald. 

FAIR TRIAL: Fourteen Who Stood Accused 
from Anne Hutchinson to Alger Hiss. By 
Richard B. Morris. New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf. $5. 
Accounts of fourteen American trials in 

which justice may have miscarried. 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT: The Apprentice­
ship. Boston: Little, Brown & Co. $6. 
Roosevelt's life from his bir th to his service 

as Assistant Secretary of the Navy. First of a 
projected six-volume series. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. Vol. 5. By Douglas 
Southall Freeman. New York: Charles Scrib-
ner's Sons. $7.50. 
Dr. Freeman brings his detailed biography up 

to the close of the Revolutionary War. 

HEAR THE TRAIN BLOW. By Lucius Beebe 
and Charles Clegg. New York: E. P. Button & 
Co. $12.75. 
A picture-and-text history of American rai l­

roads. 

IMPRESSIONS OF LINCOLN AND THE CIVIL 
WAR. By Count de Chambrun. New York: 
Random House. $2.75. 
First publication of the letters of a prom­

inent Frenchman offering eyewitness impres­
sions of the leading figures and events of our 
Civil War. 

THE KATY RAILROAD AND THE LAST 
FRONTIER. By V. V. Masterson. Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press. $4. 
A history of the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Rail­

road. 

THE LAST RESORTS. By Cleveland Amory. 
New York: Harper & Bros. $4. 
A witty and gossipy history of Newport, Bar 

Harbor, Palm Beach, and other playgrounds of 
the rich. 

THE LIFE AJVD GOOD TIMES OF WILLIAM 
RANDOLPH HEARST. By John Tebbel. New 
York: E. P. Dutton & Co. $4. 
A gossipy biography. 

LINCOLN: A PICTURE STORY OF HIS LIFE. 
By Stefan Lorant. Neuj Yorfc: Harper & Bros. 
$6. 
Five hundred pictures and 100,000 words of 

text to tell the story. 

LINCOLN FINDS A GENERAL. Vol. III. By 
Kenneth P. Williams. New York: The Mac-
mlllan Co. $7.50. 
A detailed account of Grant 's first year of 

command of the war in the West, ending on 
the eve of Vicksburg. 
THE LOST DISCOVERY. By Frederick J. Pohl. 

New York: W. W. Norton & Co. $3.75. 
An analysis of the evidence of Viking land­

ings and settlement in North America before 
Columbus. 

MEMOIRS OF HERBERT HOOVER: The Great 
Depression 1929-1941. New York: The Mac-
millan Co. $5. 
Latest volume in the former President 's 

autobiography. 

IWID-STREAM, LINCOLN THE PRESIDENT. 
By James G. Randall. New York: Dodd, 
Mead & Co. $7.50. 
Newest in a many-volumed study of the 

Civil War President by one of the leading 
living authorities. 

A MIRROR FOR AMERICANS. Compiled and 
edited by Warren S. Tryon. Chicago: Univer­
sity of Chicago Press. $14.50. 
Life and manners in the United States 1790-

1870 as recorded by American travelers. 

THE MUSTANGS. By J. Frank Dobie. Boston: 
Little, Brown & Co. $6. 
A book about the wild horses, Indians, and 
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