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Market for Books 

SIR: AS an interested neutral, 
neither bookseller nor publisher, I find 
Harry Scherman's defense of the book 
clubs [SRL Dec. 8] full of flaws. 

His two principal theses: one, that 
there is a vast untapped group of 
"intending" book readers who never 
buy, and two, that there are far too 
few "establishments predominantly 
occupied in distributing books," seem 
to me to be mutually contradictory. I 
assume that the law of supply and de
mand operates for books as for every
thing else; if the demand were present 
there would be more than enough 
distributors eager to supply it. Far 
more people, I am convinced, dream 
of running a little book store than of, 
say, a meat market. 

I am an "intending" driver of a 
Cadillac. The reason my intention so 
far remains unfulfilled is, I think, the 
same reason that Iceeps Mr. Scher
man's intending readers from buying 
books: the price is too high. I know 
it's the reason that keeps me from 
buying more books than I now do. 

No, at three to six dollars per book, 
the demand is small, and diminishing 
to the extent that prices are rising; 
and the cream of that demand is being 
skimmed off by the clubs with their 
discounts, high pressure, and satura
tion advertising. There is, I'm sure, a 
huge potential market for books, not 
"intending" but potential. Offer this 
potential market more and better new 
books in cheap editions priced under 
a dollar, and you might discover a 
new, solid, cashable demand—not the 
nebulous one dreamed up by - Mr. 
Scherman—and don't worry about 
there not being enough booksellers 
to meet it. 

JAMES RFACH. 

New York, N. Y. 

SIR: N.C. 'S exposition of the plights 
of the book business ["How to Kill a 
Book," SRL Nov. 24] was brought to 
my attention by a magazine editor, a 
man with broad literary interests, who 
was smart enough to have left book 
publishing some years ago. Congratu
lations; and may I join the chorus? 

As for the industry's basic sickness, 
though you do not plop your fingers 
right down, the great difficulty just 
beneath your digit is the underlying 
assumption on the part of publishers 
that an orderly retail trade not only 
is not essential to them, but may not 
even be particularly desirable. Once 
this is appreciated the components of 
the publishing picture fall into place. 
I have observed publishing practices 
based on this assumption for twenty-
five years. 

If one desires a literary exercise, 
the assumption of the retailer's unim
portance may be analyzed at some 
length. Does it express an unconscious 
instinct, or does it denote a basic 
policy? If the former is true (and it 
surely is in par t ) , may we please throw 
some elementary economics in the bal
ance? To whatever extent the latter 
is true (and it apparently is in part) 

•'We're on our way to Miami. Hubert wants to write a poignant novel of the deep South.' 

our thinking and writing about the 
book industry must be modified. 

NORMAN A. HALL. 

Newton Centre, Mass. 

Bernard Shaw Correspondence 

SIR: With the authority of the Public 
Trustee as Administrator of the Estate 
of Bernard Shaw, and as the pub
lishers of Shaw's works in the United 
States, we are planning to publish 
some time during the next four or 
five years a definitive selection of the 
Letters of Bernard Shaw. 

Constable and Company, Mr. Shaw's 
publishers in London, will be cooper
ating with us and will issue this selec
tion in one or more volumes in their 
Standard Edition of Shaw. 

Since Mr. Shaw was an exceedingly 
prolific correspondent, our editorial 
department is commencing immedi
ately to assemble information and is 
anxious to hear from librarians, pri
vate collectors, booksellers, dealers, 
and owners about any letters they may 
know of. Arrangements will subse
quently be made for photostating or 
copying, and appropriate credit will 
be given in each instance to the holder 
of the original letter. 

DoDD, MEAD & COMPANY. 

432 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Errata 

SIR: In Cleveland Rodgers's review 
of "Incredible New York" [SRL Dec. 
8] he includes among the "crusaders 

and sin hunters" of the Nineties, "Dr. 
Pankhurst." This, of course, may be 
a typographical error but, curiously 
enough, the name Pankhurst right
fully belongs to a different kind of 
crusader of the period, Mrs. Pank
hurst, a militant English battler for 
"women's rights." Dr. Charles Park-
hurst, to whom Mr. Rodgers undoubt
edly refers, was a New York clergy
man who gained considerable fame by 
his attacks on New York's organized 
vice. 

Incidentally, the reproduction of the 
jacket of the book is titled, "Opening 
of Brooklyn Bridge, 1863." If this is 
correct, my supposed age will need 
some revision, since I crossed the 
structure with my father the day after 
its opening in 1883. 

HARRY S. TILLOTSON. 

Upper Darby, Pa. 

Real Compliment 

SIR: Writing Letters to Editors is 
not in my code. Renewal of subscrip
tion I believe to be the most patent 
endorsement and the fairest vehicle 
for expressing an agreement to dis
agree. However, The Saturday Review 
is becoming better and better each 
yeai and I just have to express ap
preciation for the increasing frequency 
of the occasions when you stimulate 
me by an intelligent disagreement or 
inspire with applause and confirma
tion. . . . Coming from an "unrecon
structed" Maine Republican, you'll 
agree that a real compliment is in
tended! 

C. PALMER. 
Saugus, Mass. 
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234-Le Mont Saint-Michel 
Imported from France. A photographic tour of this 
great dwelling, fortress and sanctuary of the Middle 
Ages. 50 original, sharply detailed photos by Patrice 
Molinard including 8 unbacked, full-color plates that 
measure the 9V4" x 1 1 ^ " full-page size. Commen
tary in French and English. Pub. at S3.00. 

Now only 1.98 
51—The Eoriy American House 
By Mary Earle Gould. This over-sized, picture-gift-
book written by a widely-recognized expert is illus
trated with hundreds of rare photographs of kitchens 
and their utensils, fireplaces, furnishings of various 
rooms, and typical colonial houses which stand 
today. 9" x I21/2". Pub. at 55-75. Only 2 . 4 9 

239-The Riviera 
Imported from France. A photographic tour of the fab
ulous Riviera in 50 original sharply-detailed photcft by 
Patrice Molinard. Includes 8 unbacked, full-color 
plates measuring the 9'/4" x WVA" full-page size. 
Commentary in French and English. Pub. __ 
at 53.00. Now only 1 .9o 
37—Roget's Thesaurus 
The New Authorized Revised Edition. An indispen
sable book that instantly provides the right word at 
the right time. Sturdily-bound, handsome library 
edition. 705 pages. __ 

Only . 9 7 
29-Love Without Fear 
How to Achieve Sex Happiness in Marriage. By 
Eustace Chesser, M.D. One of England's most 
reputable sexologists writes an explicit manual on the 
technique of love. Pub. at 53.75. __ 

Now only 1 ,49 
22—Complete Nonsense of Edword Lear 
Introd. by Holbrook Jackson. Contains all the non
sense books Lear ever wrote. Limericks, poems and 
prose. All 546 original Lear illustrations. 320 _ 
pages. Gift edition. 1.90 
Ul—Early American Locomotive Prints 
Eight color prints of old locomotives (Mogul, eight-
wheeled "American," Hudson double-ender and 
others). Reproduced on fine quality, heavy stock, these 
54^" X 8V^" prints are in great demand for home 
decoration. Pub. at $3.50. • _ 

All 8 prints in full color 1 ,00 

19—Encyclopedia of Religion 
Ed. by Virgilius Ferm, President of the American 
Theological Society. A treasure-trove of the world's 
great religious beliefs, movements, personalities and 
practices, authoritatively presented by 190 outstand
ing scholars and divines. All aspects of Catholicism, 
Protestantism, Judaism, Confucianism, Mohammed
anism, Buddhism and other faiths are here richly de
fined, described and discussed in one of the most 
unique and valuable reference works of its 
kind. 844 pages. Pub. at 510.00. Only 4 . 8 8 

265-A Short History of Existentialism 
By Jean Wahi. A concise presentation of the contem
porary philosophy of Jaspers, Heidegger and Sartre in 
chronological relationship to earlier thought. Con
cludes with a critical summation in which a variety 
of opinions are advanced by Berdiaeff, de GandiUac, 
Gurvitch, Koyre, Leninas and Marcel. Pub. _ 
at S2.75. • Now only 1 ,49 

201—Van Gogh Masterpieces 
Imported from France. 8 superb, 714" x 9V^", full-
color reproductions of Van Gogh's most famous paint
ings. Printed on heavy stock by Braun et Cie., in 
Paris, these plates do full justice to the vivid colors of 
the magnificent originals. Pub. at S4.00. 

Special . 9 7 
236-Venice 
Imported from Prance. A photographic tour of the 
picturesque streets of Venice in 50 original, sharply-
detailed photos by Patrice Molinard. Includes 8 un
backed, full-color plates measuring the 9!4" x H ^ " 
full-page size. Commentary in French and ^ 
English. Pub. at 53-00. Now only 1 . 9 8 
251—De Profundis 
By Oscar Wilde. Edited by Vyvyan Holland. Only 
authentic unexpurgated version of Wilde's famous 
credo and confessional. Written in prison after his 
conviction for homosexuality. * •«» 

Now only 2 . 4 9 
114—Posters of Toulouse-Lautrec 
A Set of Four Full-Color Prints Ready for Framing. 
Printed by Andre Sauret in Monte Carlo, these large 
9 ^ " X 12M" reproductions match the original posters 
in richness of color and accuracy of detail. _ 

Four Parisian posters only 1 ,98 
17—Katherine Mansfield Stories 
A collection of her best stories as selected by her hus
band, J. Middleton Murry. Beautifully bound hard
cover volume containing 12 famous tales. Illus. by 
Leon Jacobson, Pub. at $1.25. _ 

Now only , 5 9 
237-Ver$ailles 
Imported from France. A photographic tour of the 
magnificent Palace at Versailles in 50 original, sharply-
detailed photos by Patrice Molinard. Includes 8 un
backed, full-color plates measuring the 9!4" x 1 1 ^ " 
full-page size. Commentary in French and _ _ _ 
English. Pub. at J3.00. Now only 1 . 9 8 
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245—Six Water Colors of Winslow Homer 248~Audubon Birds of America 
A portfolio published by the Meiropolitan Museum of 
Art. TropfC sea, sky, sun and storm come to life in 
these superb, large-size reproductions of Homer ' s 
most-famed water colors. Each painting printed in 
full-color on heavyweight antique l inen sheets meas-
u r i n g l 5 " x 18 i/V. Descriptive note by Louise 
Burroughs. Very special 3 « 0 0 

120—Home Decorating Prints 
A series of 10 superb outdoor scenes to beautify your 
home. Each fuU-color reproduction on an individual 
large-size 12" x 1 3 " sheet. Farm scenes, water scenes, 
clipper ships, fox hunting, etc., as painted by Waugh, 
Grant, Adriani and other noted artists. A " m a t " 
border frames each print. Pub. at S6 .00 . 

Set of 10 prints only , 9 7 

238~Paris 
Imported from France. A photographic tour of "the 
most beauitjul city in the world"—Varis. 50 original 
sharply detailed photos by Patrice Molinard includ
ing 8 unbacked, full-color plates measuring the 
9 ' / i " X 11-H" full-page size. Commentary in French 
and English. Pub. at S.VOO. 

Now only 1 . 9 o 

110—Currier & Ives Prints 
N o w you can decorate your home with these charm
ing views of 19th Century America—at remarkably 
low cost. Eight of the most popular Currier & Ives 
prints including Clipper Ships, Central Park Winter , 
Railroad Trains. Fruit and Flowers, etc. — each 
authentically reproduced in full-color on an individual 
9" X 12" sheet. Pub. at 53-00. 

Very special—all ei^ht for only , 9 7 

85-The Scorlet Letter 
By Nathanie l Hawthorne. lUus. By Nel l Booker. A 
beautifully bound, hard-cover edition of the great 
American classic. Introd. by Carl Van 
Doren. Pub. at SI.25. Special , 5 9 

159—Early American Copper, Tin & Brass 
By Henry J. Kauflfman. lllus. with scores of remark
able pictures taken especially for the book. An impor
tant contribution to the field of early Ameri-
cana. 9 " x I2V2"- Prtb. at $3.00. Only 2 . 4 9 

106—Sexuol Behavior 
Normal and Abnormal. By Eustace Chesser, M.D. An 
eminent English sexologist and marriage counselor 
discusses what is normal or abnormal in sexual rela
tionships today. Examines exhibitionism, self-love, 
narcissism, homosexuality, etc. Pub. at S3.75. _ , _ 

Now only 1 , 4 9 

233—The Basque Coast 
Imported from France. A photographic tour of one of 
the most colorful sections of France. 50 original 
sharply detailed photos by Patrice Molinard including 
8 unbacked, full-color plates that measure the 9V4" 
X llYi" full-page size. Commentary in French and 
English. Pub. at S3,00. -̂  

Now only 1 , 9 o 

88—Strange Loves 
A Study in Sexual Abnormalities. By La Forest Potter. 
M.D. The strange, exotic world of twilight men and 
women. • - , * 

Only 1 . 9 8 

Set of 16 magnificent full-color prints reproduced 
directly from the Elephant Folio engravings valued as 
high as 5 1 5 0 0 apiece. Each 81,2" x l l " p rmt superbly 
captures the true-to-nature colors of the originals. 
Now you can afford to beautify your home with 
genuine Aubudon reproductions! All 16 _ 
prints. Pub. at SI.98. Only , 9 7 

249-Marc Chagall: His Life and Work 
By Isaac Kloomok. An intimate biography of the 
strange life of one of the world's greatest modern ar
tists. Includes 5 1 reproductions of his paintings and a 
detailed analysis of his rich and hauntingly beautiful 
masterpieces. 9VV' x 111/2". Pub. at S6 .00 . 

Now only 3 * 8 8 

241-A Short History of the Far East 
By Kenneth Scott Latourette, Prof, of Oriental His
tory at Yale University. An impressive over-all picture 
of the Far Eas t—"mus t " reading for a full under
standing of recent events. 665 pages. Pub at. _ 
$6 .75 . Now only 1 , 9 8 

252-Glass 
A Handbook of the Study of Glass Vessels of All 
Periods and Countries. By W . B. Honey. Imported 
from England. 169 pages of authoritative commentary 
on Roman, Medieval, Islamic, Venetian, German, Eng
lish, Chinese. Spanish, French, Scandinavian and 
American glassware—illustrated with more than 2 5 0 
photographs. Paper-bound, IV4" x 10" 
volume. Special 1 , 8 9 

263—French Stained Glass Windows 
Printed in Paris. These extraordinary full-color repro
ductions of 12th and 13th century stained glass 
windows have been acclaimed for their glowing 
beauty and incredibly authentic colors. There are two 
vivid plates that measure a full 1 5 " x 2 2 " and eight 
that are the 1 1 " x 1 5 " page size. Photographed by 
Jean Gilbert at Chartres, Sens, Bourges, etc. 
French text. Only 4 < 8 8 

253-The Wisdom of the Talmud 
By Rabbi Ben Zion Bokser. A large annotated cross-
section of one of t he great cultural treasures of man
kind—ara/lable in Fnglish for the first iitne. Includes 
the choicest material in Talmudic literature. 
Pub, at S3 .75 . Now only 2 . 3 9 

254—Fifty Masterpieces of Pottery and 
Glass 

Imported from England. Full-page, detailed, photo-
granhic reproductions of 50 of the world's most beau
tiful examples of pottery, porcelain, glass vessels, 
stained glass and painting enamels from ancient Rome 
to 19th century England. Expert commentary. 
Paper-bound 6" x 6" book. Special . 9 7 

264-The Arts 
Number two—imported from England. You'll find 
more than fifty excellent black and white reproductions 
of works by Michelangelo, Moore, Pissarro. Kessell, 
Poussin, etc., in this remarkable magazine of The 
Arts. Includes superb 9 / ^ " x 1 2 1 4 " full-color plates 
of paintings by Camille Pissarro, and Mary Kessell. 
Also articles by Clive Bell, Edward Sackville-
West, Andre Gide, etc. Special , 9 7 

93-Vesalius-lllus. from His Works ?"- ' '** ' l" ' ' ' ' * '""* ""• ' . ' '" '""' ' ' * 
J. B. deC. M. Saunders and Charles D . 0"MalIey, 
Editors. "A great medical classic . . . a scholarly 
work and a beautiful o n e " — N . Y. Times. All the 
illustrations from all of Vesalius' works. 9 6 full-page 
( 9 " x 12") plates. Pub. at SIO.OO. 

Very special at only 4 , 4 4 

199-"Job" Illustrations 
By Blake. A beautiful hard-cover portfolio containing 
all 22 illustrations for the Book of Job by Williarn 
Blake. Each authentically reproduced engraving is 
mounted on an individual 10" x 1 5 " mat. Introductory 
note by Kenneth Patchen. Pub. at S4 .50 . 

Now only 1 . 9 o 

172—Old English Furniture 
By Therle Hughes. A simple and unrivalled approach 
to period furniture. Text, more than 100 photographs 
and a profusion of l ine drawings give the reader com
plete understanding of Jacobean, Stuart, Queen Anne, 
Will iam and Mary, Chippendale, Hcpplewhi te , 
Sheraton and Regency. Pub. at $ 3 7 5 . _ - -

Only 1 , 4 9 

261—Old English Porcelain 
By W . B. Honey. A complete, accurate and up-to-
date handbook for the collector by one of the world's 
leading authorities in the field of ceramics. More than 
3 3 0 photographs of carefully chosen typical specimens. 
Contains a detailed table of factory marks for simple 
identification in addition to its thorough discussion 
of the subject. Pub. at $6 .00 . _ - ._ 

Now only Z .TO 

75—Toulouse-Lautrec 
Drawings and Water Colors. Printed with the utmost 
care and fidelity by one of the finest publishing houses 
in Europe. Each of the 3 6 unbacked, 9Vk" x WA" 
plates (many of them hand-colored) is reproduced on 
a separate paper stock similar in color and texture to 
that on which the original was created. These unparal
leled color reproductions are almost indistinguishable 
from the originals themselves. Boxed. Limited num
bered edition. Pub. at $2^.00. 

Very special only 9 « 0 0 

Edited by Frank Gaynor. The first comprehensive and 
up-to-date definitive glossary covering all branches of 
the armed forces. Over 7 0 0 0 terms. " . . . highly valu
able work"—General M. B. Ridgway. Pub. _ 
at $6 .00 . Now only 2 . 3 9 

258-:New Theory of Human Evolution 
By Sir Arthur Keith. An able presentation of the 
widely held theory that man is not descended from 
any existing anthropoid but from some now 
extinct relative. Pub. at $ 4 . 7 5 . Now only 2 « 8 8 

259—Out of My Later Years 
By Albert Einstein. A new collection of essays by 
Einstein the philosopher, Einstein the scientist and 
Einstein the man. Deals with politics, education, Jud
aism, peace, and physics. Explains his theory of rela-
tiviiv in simple te rms easily understood by any in
telligent person. Pub. at $ 4 . 7 5 . _ _ _ 

Now only l , 9 o 

260—The Lay of Love and Death of 
Cornet Christopher Rilke 

By Rainer Maria Riike. A beautifully bound, limited, 
numbered, boxed edition of Rilke's first successful 
poem. Trans, by Leslie Phillips. Introd. by Stefan 
Schimanski. Imp. from England. ^ «*» 

Special 1 , 4 9 

244-<-20th Century Philosophy 
Edited by Dagobert D. Runes. A comprehensive re
view of today's philosophical movements. Articles by 
Bertrand Russell, Jacques Maritain, John Dewey, 
George Santayana, Alfred N . Whitehead and 
17 others. Pub. at $5 .00 . Now only 1 , 9 8 

256—King Arthur and His Knights 
By Mary MacLeod. Handsomely gift boxed edition 
bound in genuine leather and Oxford cloth. Luxuri
ously gold-stamped page tops. Wi th 8 full-color illus
trations, many monotone plates and color end papers 
by Alexander Dobkin. Introd. by Many Lamberton 
Becker. Pub. at $3 .00 . _ ^ ^ 

Now only 1 . 4 9 

31—Early America Auto Prints 
Charming Americana reminiscent of the "horseless 
carriage ' at the turn of the century. This set of 8 
colorful 5^/4" x^Vi" plates includes the 1902 Rambler 
Runabout, 1908 Ford Model T, 1908 Stanley Steamer, 
1904 Studebaker Electric, etc. Pub. at $3 .50 . . 

Now only 1 . 0 0 

246—Miro—Matisse—Matta—Calder: 
Silk-Screen Murals 

One of the most unique art ventures of all t ime! Four 
exciting modern pamtmgs pr in ted by the silk-screen 
process on line-textured canvas. Each large-size paint
ing IS tipped on a "printer 's bu r l ap" mat measuring 
the full l l ' / V x '17V^". Each work in vivid full-color 
makes an overwhelmmg impression! Introduction by 
James I h r a l l Soby. Originally published in a l imited 
edition at $25 .00 . 

Now only 9 « 8 8 

197—Madame Bovary 
By Gustave Flaubert. Beautifully bound, hard-cover 
edition of this famous Erench novel. Illustrated by 
Laszlo Matulay. Introd. by Carl Van Doren. 
Pub. at S1.23. Now only . . 5 9 

46—Encyclopedia of Superstitions 
By E. and N . A. Radford. Superstitions, in existence 
throughout the world presented in a single encyclope
dia for the first time. Any superstitions related to any 
subject can be found easily. 2 ,300 superstitions listed. 
2,i.0,000 words. Pub. at $6.00. 

Now only 1 . 9 8 

4—Ten Ring Circus Book 
For ages 3 to 8. Two-foot-wide giant circus tent holds 
10 animal-shaped circus books in color with 150 pic
tures of sawdust life. Hard board covers are plastic 
coated and washable. 10 fascinating stories! _ ^ 

Only .88 
71—Unusual Words 
By Edwin Radford. An alphabetically arranged collec
tion of unusual expressions and words wi th the story 
of how they came about. Everything from *'above 
board" to "zounds." Pub. at $3.7^. -. _ 

^ Now only 1 , 9 8 

125-The Woodcuts of Artistide Maillol 
Ed. by John Rewald. 176 reproductions of exquisite 
woodcuts. The arts of love and bodily pleasure recorded 
with lofty sensuality—a purity of line unequaled in 
modern art. Orig. pub. in a l imited edition _ _ _ 
at S I 8 . 0 0 . Only 5 . 8 8 

8-Four Gould Bird Prints (16" x 20") 
An incredibly low price for these extra-large, full-
color reproductions of H U M M I N G B I R D P A I N T 
INGS by the great John, Gould. Each pr int authentic
ally captures the vivid, tfue-to-life colors of the artist's 
priceless original. Magnificent for framing. Pub. at 
$12.00. 

Four 16" X 20" prints, only 1 , 9 8 

16—Encyclopedia of Criminology 
Ed. by Vernon C. Branhan, M.D. and Samuel B. 
Kutash, Ph .D. Nearly 6 0 0 pages. A compendium of 
existing facts on criminology by 61 outstanding spe
cialists. Pub. ( 1 9 4 9 ) at $12.00. 

Special 2 • 9 8 

235—Les Chateaux de la Loire 
Imported from France. An unusual photographic tour 
of the Castles of the Loire. 50 original, sharply detailed 
photos by Patrice Molinard including 8 unbacked, 
full-color plates that measure t he 9 ' /4" x 1 1 ^ " full-
page size. Commentary in French and Eng- -
lish. Pub. at 53-00. Now only 1 . 9 8 

149-The Folklore of Sex 
By Albert Ellis, Ph .D. N e w scientific volume that 
reveals sex myths and beliefs held by Americans to
day. " T h e Kinsey Report is now complemented by a 
similarly scientific survey of sex a t t i tudes ."—N. Y. 
Herald Tribune. Pub. at $5 .00 . _ __ 

Only 2 , 4 9 

92—Great Paintings in America 
101 world-revered masterpieces now in American gal
leries reproduced in full color with amazing faithful
ness to the originals. Glowing full-page ( 1 0 " x 15") , 
plates of great works by Rembrandt , El Greco, Rouault , 
and 16 other masters. Text by Kimball and Venturi . 
217 pages. Pub. at $20.00. 

Reduced to only ^•7 J 

52—Dictionary of Word Origins 
By Joseph T. Shipley. Stories of the words we u s e — 
how they grew across centuries and countries. Thou
sands of word histories, old and new. Pub. _ ^ 
at S5.00. Only 1 . 9 8 

74—Scottish Clans and Their Tartans 
By Sir Thomas Innes of Learney. 36 th edition. 9 6 
full-page Tartans in full color. Clan map of Scotland, 
histories of the Clans, list of names entitled to w e t t 
Tartans. Bound In Tartan Cloth. 2 7 5 pages, _ __ 
31/4" X iVi". Only 1 . 4 4 

262-Painting in France: 1895-1949 
By G. Di San Lazzaro. 50 years of French Art pass in 
review in this highly readable analysis of the works of 
Cezanne. Renoir, Manet, Picasso, Van Gogh, and 
others. 42 . full-page, unbacked plates offer a mioiature 
picture gallery of the most significant paint- ^ 
ings of the period. Pub. at S5 .00 . Now only 2 * 3 9 
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S^'eingThingf 
A Q U E E N ' S S T O R Y 

THE suggestion was Roger Furse's. 
Advanced as a joke, it has proved 
to be an inspiration. Laurence 

Olivier and Vivien Leigh were anxious 
to find a play which they could present 
in London in-time for the Festival of 
Britain. But they were both tired after 
a term in Hollywood and their cup
board of ideas was bare. "What-about 
'Caesar and Cleopatra'?"* someone 
asked. Remembering the indifferent 
film version in which she had appeared, 
Miss Leigh was against it. No one can 
blame her. It was then that Roger 
Furse, the designer, spoke up. "Let's do 
the two Cleopatras," he said smilingly, 
"the Shaw and the Shakespeare. We 
could save money with a single billing." 
Although the Oliviers dismissed the 
notion as impractical and thought Mr. 
Furse was being funny, fortunately for 
all of us, as the days passed and they 
were still without plans, they came to 
take him seriously with results that 
have made stage history. 

Only Plutarch, with his Inastery of 

'CAESAR AND CLEOPATRA, by Bernard 
Shaw, and ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA, by 
William Shakespeare, acted on alternate 
nights. Directed by Michael Benthall. Settings 
by Roger Furse. Costumes by Audrey Crud-
das. Music by Herbert Menges. Presented by 
Gilbert Miller by arrangement with Laurence 
Olivier Productions, Ltd. With a cast includ
ing Laurence Olivier, Vivien Leigh, Robert 
Helpmann, Wiljrid Hyde White, Harry An
drews, Niall MacGinnis, Pat Nye, Harold 
Kasket, Dan Cunningham, etc. At the Zieg-
ield Theatre, New York City. Opened Decem
ber 19, 1951. 

antithesis, could do justice to the dis
similarities separating "Caesar and 
Cleopatra" from "Antony and Cleo
patra." The two dramas are as unlike 
as Shaw and Shakespeare. The one is 
a comedy, the work of a rationalist; 
the other, a tragedy, the outpouring of 
an emotionalist. The first recognizes no 
passion except moral passion; the sec
ond has no morals in it and is all pas
sion. The modern play is written in 
prose as eloquent as only Shaw could 
make it; the Elizabethan in poetry 
as glorious as Shakespeare alone, and 
at his most magnificent, could pro
duce it. 

"Caesar and Cleopatra" is concerned 
with the wise use of greatness and 
power, "Antony and Cleopatra" with 
their wanton squandering and abuse. 
The subject of the one is wisdom; of 
the other, lust. Julius Caesar is a con
queror in control of himself no less 
than of kingdoms; Mark Antony, a 
conqueror so conquered by his desires 
that he has kissed kingdoms away. 
Shaw, the Puritan, feeling only revul
sion at sexual infatuation when treated 
as a tragic theme, chose to present his 
Cleopatra as a young girl, unsure of 
herself, frightened at first, and sorely 
in need of the lessons in how to rule 
given her by the mighty Julius. Shake
speare, burningly aware of the pains 
and ecstasies, the ardors and costs of 
sexual infatuation, elected to present 

his Cleopatra as a mature woman, ca
pricious and wayward and flaming 
with passion. Where the one Cleopatra 
is a kitten growing up to be a queen, 
the other is a tigress so much the slave 
of her emotions that she has almost 
forgotten her duties as a queen. The 
result of Shaw's approach is a play 
witty, wise, and absorbing; the result 
of Shakespeare's is a drama soaring, 
sublime in its beauties, and turbulent 
in its excitements. 

Drastic as are the differences which 
separate them, "Caesar and Cleopatra" 
and "Antony and Cleopatra" do com
plement each other, and to a surpris-
mg degree. The differences do not keep 
them from fitting together as neatly as 
if they were instalments in a serial. 
No wonder the title by which they are 
known on Broadway is "Two on the 
Nile." Since for the first time they can 
be seen on successive nights as given 
by the same company, wise theatre
goers will see them both and in their 
proper sequence. Furthermore, judg
ment should be withheld until both 
have been seen. Then, and then only, 
can the unexpected unity of the two 
plays be realized, the strategy of the 
performances understood, and the 
magnitude of the whole brave, daz
zling undertaking appreciated. 

The links uniting the plays do not 
stop with the obvious ones. There is 
more to the connection between them 
than the fact that they deal with ear
lier and later incidents in Cleopatra's 
life and hence have the continuity of 
episodes in a biography. Both are as 
involved with the sweep of Rome's 
imperial power on its highest levels as 
they are with individuals greatly 
placed. An unmistakable bridge is sup
plied, too, by Shaw. His Cleopatra has 
already met Mark Antony and is 

The Oliviers in "Caesar and Cleopatra" (left) and "Antony and Cleopatra" 
—Angus McBean. 

'fine performances in stirring productions." 
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