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leader in the Sons of the South, fight
ing to keep Missouri a slave state. 

Miss Waters, who has used the his
tory of her own family as material for 
her novel and has peopled it with 
historical personages, has a pleasant 
way with scenes of not too great dra
matic intensity. Her characterizations 
are also pleasantly serviceable if on 
a rather superficial level. She tends to 
explain away any contradictions in 
their actions by vague references to 
the black mind, the mulatto mind, the 
Scot's mind, and even the South 
Carolina and Maryland mind. Toward 
the Negro characters she is, to use 
her own phrase, friendly but patron
izing. Her principal white characters 
are all noble in intention if their ac
tions sometimes belie this. But her 
story keeps you reading. 

While not quite the significant con
tribution to Americana that the pub
lishers feel it, "Fairacres" is an above 
average historical romance. 

—EDWARD J. FITZGERALD. 

GREEK LITERATURE FOR THE 
MODERN READER. By H. C. Baldry. 
Cambridge University Press. $3.75. In 
recent years there has been a decline 
in the study of classical language and, 
almost as a compensation, a spate of 
new, lively translations of their 
classics. For the reader who is mod
ern in being alive today and in being 
dead to the "dead" languages, fur
ther aid is offered by the kind of book 
that Professor Baldry has written. 
One of the initial difficulties to a 
reader of Greek translation is his lack 
of familiarity with the "mental fur-
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A cryptogram is writing in 

cipher. Every letter is part of a 
code thai remains constant 
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niture" of Hellenic culture; and so 
here there are two opening chapters 
to sketch its political history—from 
the beginnings in Crete to the decline 
in the Alexandrian period—and its 
social, literary, and religious back
grounds. 

After that the book settles down to 
the inevitable progression: Homer 
and the epic tradition, lyric poetry, 
the writers of tragedy (Aeschylus, 
Sophocles, Euripides) and of comedy 
(Aristophanes), the prose writers and 
historians (Herodotus, Thuycidides, 
Xenophon), the dialogue writers 
(Plato), and finally a brief epilogue 
on the Alexandrian writers. The dis
cussion is fresh and always stimulat
ing—in the sense of inducing a desire 
to read the literature itself; and it is 
informal and informed, never pa
tronizing or pedantic. Especially good 
is the section on tragedy, which de
scribes a production of the "Oresteiia" 
in fifth-century Athens so vividly that 
the printed play takes on added splen
dor. Altogether a fine introduction, 
it is more elementary and less erudite 
than Professor Moses Hadas's "His
tory of Greek Literature" published 
two years ago. 

STEELE AT DRURY LANE. By John 
Loftis. University of California Press. 
$4. Sir Richard Steele, most widely 
known through his essays in the Tatler 
and Spectator and his letters to his 
Dear Prue, has additional importance. 
In recent years Professor Rae Blanch-
ard has diligently and admirably 
edited some of his works and all of 
his correspondence; and now Profes
sor Loftis examines his career as the
atre manager and his last comedy, 
"The Conscious Lovers," produced in 
1722. For painstaking method, thor
ough background, and impartiality 
the book is a valuable contribution 
to our knowledge of Steele and the 
stage of his day. 

In the theatre his career had two 
phases—as theatrical manager and as 
advocate of the new sentimental com
edy (with an exemplary or didactic 
purpose). Professor Loftis is aware 
of all the ironic differences between 
Steele's practice and his theory, and— 
even more commendably—he is im
partial in finding him less than lov
able. For the facts, based on extensive 
materials in archives and in print, 
show that although Steele advocated 
a reformed comedy with a high didac
tic purpose and showed it with his 
own last play,, in his management of 
the theatre he was a failure—neglect
ful of his duties, tolerant of vaude
ville bills and "immoral" Restoration 
comedies, and reluctant to produce 
new plays. Although Professor Lof
tis accuses him of intellectual dishon-

STARTLING, VITAL 
CONCLUSIONS ABOUT 

LAND 
FOR 

TOMORROW 
The Underdeveloped World 

By L. Dudley Stamp 

• Here is conclusive proof that 
the most important underdevel
oped lands are not in the tropics 
or uninhabited regions, but in 
the middle-latitude areas of the 
United States, the Soviet Union, 
Canada, Australia and the Ar
gentine. The hope for fruitful 
land development lies in coun
tries already powerful and pop
ulated—nations in which the 
current population increase is 
much more rapid than in India 
or China. 
Surprising in view of the ur
gency of President Truman's 
point Four program, this signi
ficant thesis is thoroughly 
backed up with facts and fig
ures, maps, charts and diagrams. 
Written by one of the world's 
leading authorities on land use, 
Land for Tomorrow is a valu
able and stimulating work. 
"Valuable . . . compact and 
readable."—Russell Lord, N. Y. 
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on the Corning Conference 

Edited by 
Eugene Staley 

A remarkable cross-fertilization 
of ideas from nearly 100 (iistin-
guished business and academic 
leaders - on the place of human 
values in a world increasintj;ly 
dominated by the products of 
technology. 

$4.00 at your bookstore or from 
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A Bibliography of 
Canadian Imprints, 

1751-1800 
BY MARIE TREMAINE. Includes 
titles of all books, pamphlets, news
papers, etc. published during this 
period, with information on tech
nical production, prices, circum
stances of publication, and subject 
matter. $10.00 

The Bias 
of Communication 

BY HAROLD A. INNIS. Professor 
Innis shows that modern media of 
communication reveal our lack of 
any general principles by which we 
can unify our vast civilization and 
assure its continuity. He finds the 
only solution to the dilemna in 
sound intellectual training to estab
lish a sense of continuity and human 
dignity. $4.50 

English Character 
and the English 

Literary Tradition 
BY MALCOLM W. WALLACE. 
A study of the characteristics of the 
English as revealed in their litera
ture throughout the centuries, show
ing their patriotism and concern 
with the development of man's high
est qualities at home and abroad. 
$3.50 
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esty in not putting liis ideas into 
practice, perhaps he was merely ex
hibiting a normal human frailty; 
while in his theory and play he could 
express his personal untrammeled 
ideas, in his managership he had to 
adjust them to the exigencies of prac
tical business, of collaboration with 
partners, and of his own deficiencies. 

STURGE MOORE AND THE LIFE OF 
ART. By Frederick L. Gwynn. Uni
versity of Kansas Press. $3. This work
manlike, affectionate book gives us a 
concise account of an English poet 
who was forgotten by the public long 
before he died. Sturge Moore was 
born in 1870, lived and circulated 
through artistic and literary epochs, 
and wrote incessantly and without 
success almost until his death in 1944. 
He has been praised by a few critics, 
but ignored by most readers and stu
dents. 

The reason is easy to understand 
when we see that he wrote far 
too much (about 50,000 lines of verse) 
on moral and classical subject-matter 
presented in the old-fashioned garb 
of traditional poetic diction. In his 
two-part monograph Mr. Gwynn re
cords in detail Moore's full life as 
artist and poet, and then an analysis 
of his poetry and ideas. That his 
reputation or popularity will ever 
blossom seems unlikely, but he de
serves at least this sort of book to 
put him, so to speak, on record. 

A curious detail with modern over
tones: about 1905 Moore and his 
friends planned to produce Shaw's 
"Don Juan in Hell," but canceled 
the project because it was too ambi
tious. Today the Drama Quartette has 
succeeded in solving that problem. 
And a curious stylistic howler: Mr. 
Gwynn writes, "He actually burst into 
print." Poor Moore! 

JOHN STUART MILL AND HAR
RIET TAYLOR. By F. A. Hayek. Uni
versity of Chicago Press. $4.50. In his 
autobiography John Stuart Mill paid 
tribute to Harriet Taylor so extrava
gant that many readers suspected it to 
be more than she deserved, particular
ly when matched against the dyspeptic 
comments of Carlyle. Now through 
the newly discovered correspondence 
between Mill and Mrs. Taylor we can 
see how powerful her intellect was 
and how strongly it influenced the 
genius of Mill. Professor Hayek has 
neatly strung out the letters and 
joined them into a narrative with his 
comments—an excellent device, tact
fully accomplished—so that Mill and 
Mrs. Taylor are their own eloquent 
and intimate advocates. 

The letters start at the beginning of 
their friendship, when she was the 

legal wife of another man, but it was 
not long before she was the soul-mate 
of Mill. Although their friendship 
shocked many of their circle, causing 
them to retire from active social life, 
there was nothing sordid or undigni
fied about it. Her husband accepted it, 
later arranging for a separation; and 
two years after his fatal illness—when 
she nursed him with great devotion— 
she' married Mill. But she remained 
alive only six years longer, and Mill 
faithfully spent his last years near her 
grave in Avignon. 

There is abundant variety in these 
letters—a Victorian love story, replete 
with family bickerings; the grubby 
account of earnest Utilitarian activi 
ties; the intellectual partnership 05 
two vital minds; and a group of trave! 
letters from Mill on walking tour; 
through Italy and Greece. Finally 
Professor Hayek has printed two brie: 
appendices: an ' early essay by Mrs 
Taylor, which shows she was a skillfu 
pamphleteer, and some of her verse 
which proves she was a very bad poet 

—ROBERT HALSBAND. 

FRANCIS CARCO: The Career of c 
Literary Bohemian. By Seymour S 
Weiner. Columbia University Press 
$4. In spite of the purple patches o: 
sadism displayed on the jacket, this 
book is more scholarly than sensa 
tional, more concerned with setting 
down the life and works of a promt 
nent French living writer than pro 
viding vicarious thrills for the averagf 
reader. Is it, as the publisher sag 
gests, for the general reader, anyway'. 
He will feel frustrated at the coo 
treatment of what he suspects is < 
hot subject. Being told Carco's pre 
dilection for vice and debauchery i; 
not like seeing Carco indulging. Wha 
we have here is more the academii 
thesis than a popular work. Certainb 
the scrupulous documentation (si: 
footnotes in the first paragraph), th( 
index, and the vast bibliography ar< 
for the specialist. 

This study is the most thorougl 
treatment to date of the poet and nov 
elist who adopted as his own patrl 
the various levels leading up to Sacr( 
Coeur. Bars, bordellos, queer joints-
Carco shows his bourgeois readers th^ 
sights and lets them hear the char 
acters speak their strange lingo. Th' 
fact that Carco's underworld is some 
what out-of-date makes it all the mor 
exotic. Today poets of the pegre lik 
Jean Genet make the author of "Jesus 
la-Caille" seem as quaint as that ex 
tinct bird, the Apache. Incidental t 
the narration of Carco's career am 
the genesis of his works we are ol 
fered helpful background descriptio: 
of places and discussion of l i terar 
currents affecting the author. In th 
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