
32 

gree, whosoever is deceived thereby 
is not wise. 

All these are matters of record, and 
will remain so unless—which I do not 
expect—the Doublethinkers get con­
trol of the country and "make sure 
that all written records agree with 
the orthodoxy &f the moment." Until 
then, they are more of a nuisance than 
a menace—as they were in the days 
when they thought that salvation was 
to be found in Moscow. They are re­
ligious pople, but a special kind of 
religious people; as Dr. Schlesinger 
has pointed out, a man may be re­
ligious without feeling certain that 
he has the complete and unalterable 
final t ruth and that those who dis­
agree with him are damned in time 
and in eternity. But these people must 
feel that. Some of them, finding that 
final truth is not in Moscow, have 
sought and found it in Rome; hardier 
characters become their own Popes, 
and are just as sure of their own in­
fallibility as they were in the days 
when they parroted the resolutions of 
the Comintern. 

THERE is another kind of thinking, 
which some religious people find 

not inconsonant with their view of the 
relations between man and God. I 
described it in these pages twenty 
years ago and it seetns pertinent to 
quote that description now: 

To admit that there are questions 
which even our so impressive in­
telligence is unable to answer, and at 
the same time not to despair of the 
ability of the human race to find, 
eventually, better answers than we 
can reach as yet—to recognize that 
there is nothing to do but keep on 
trying as well as we can, and to be 
as content as we can with the small 
gains that in the course of ages 
amount to something—that requires 
some courage and some balance. 

That kind of thinking has played 
a great part in American history, 
from Benjamin Franklin down to 
John Dewey; and it has worked. But 
the Communists about whom I was 
writing then had no use for it, nor 
have most of them now that they are 
ex-Communists. There must be a final 
truth and they must have it; experi­
mental thinking is only sounding 
brass and tinkling cymbal; and if its 
successes are written in the record of 
American history from Jefferson (yes, 
and Hamilton) through Lincoln down 
to Franklin Roosevelt, that fact can 
be obliterated by remembering that 
events happened in the desired man­
ner—by knowing that press and radio 
and schools and colleges are all con­
trolled by the Communists and that the 
Roosevelt administration had its critics 
shot. 

I repeat—one becomes bored. 
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J A C K S O N P O L L O C K . Produced 
by Paul Falkenburg and Hans Na-
muth. Distributed by A. F. Films, 
1600 Broadway, New York 19, JV. Y. 
(11 min., color.) 

Undoubtedly one of America's 
most talked about painters is Jack­
son Pollock, who uses canvas fifteen 
feet long and paint by the bucketful 
—as well as sand, broken glass, nails, 
and other materials. His technique 
and pictures may be controversial, 
but there is nothing about this film 
that isn't totally acceptable, except 
for a few weaknesses in the delivery 
of the spoken commentary by the 
artist himself. Pollock and his paint­
ings are well suited to motion pic­
ture treatment, both being highly 
photogenic, sharp, and interesting in 
close-up. Definitely worth seeing. 

J O H N M A R I N . Produced, di­
rected, and photographed by James 
E. Davis. Distributed by A. F. Films, 
see above. (20 min., color.) 

The main attraction of Ihis film is 
that it is the only one of its kind, 
showing the distinguished American 
painter at wcrk in the New Jersey 
Palisades area and on the coast of 
Maine. Its faults are many—-particu­
larly the camera's many shaky pan­
ning motions and the repeated de­
tailed close-ups which seem inappro­
priate to the style and wholeness of 
Marin's paintings. 

MARK T O B E Y : A R T I S T . Pro­
duced by Orbit Films. Distributed 
by Dimensions, Inc., 2521 Sixth Ave., 
Seattle 1, Wash. (20 min., color.) 

Just about every visual thing in 
this cine-poetic investigation of the 
world of West Coast painter Mark 
Tobey is a thing of beauty. Photo­
graphically the film is composed 
with originality, skill, affection, and 
directness. The painter and his can­
vases do not crowd out the film, they 
only belong to it, and to the sur­
rounding world from which they are 
taken. 

The stunning attractiveness of its 
color photography and the internal 
composition is rarely seen on the 
screen. Not so the spoken words, 
which seem to have been added by 
people who have little faith in visual 
art, photographic or painted. Such 
lines as '"How does it feel to be 
tolerated?" and "Do you paint to live 
or live to paint?" only detract from 
the portrait of the artist. His duU-
hued, small-patterned pictures are, 
according to the film's complaint, not 
"fashionable." 

The film's music, composed by the 
artist himself, is far more in keeping 
with the tone of the pictures and the 

film. Too bad there wasn't more of it 
and fewer words. 

THE BIRTH OF A PAINTING. Pro­
duced and distributed by Thomas 
Bouchard Productions, 80 West 40th 
St., Studio 72, New York 36, iV. Y. 
(35 min., color.) 

Here is another example of how a 
film can show the work and tech­
nique of a living painter. This time 
Kurt Seligman is the artist, and the 
work progresses step by step from 
ink drawing to black and white on 
canvas, to layer after layer of color, 
in which Seligman mixes oil and 
water bases alternately. No effort is 
made to explain the style of the 
painting, merely the artist's tech­
nique of using paints. The commen­
tary, by the artist, i'S warm and 
friendly. 

LOOKING AT SCULPTURE. Pro­
duced by Realist Film Unit. Dis­
tributed for the British Information 
Services by Brandon Films, 200 W. 
57th St., New York 19, JV. Y. (10 
min.) 

Three pieces of sculpture are 
singled out and analyzed in some de­
tail—each a Madonna and Child, 
each of a different period and style. 
First is a whalebone ca:rving of Eng­
lish Romanesque style, then a Ger­
man Gothic piece by Veit Stoss,' and 
third an Italian Renaissance terra 
cotta by Rossellino. 

In many ways "Looking at Sculp­
ture" promises a new kind of excel­
lence in art films, but doesn't quite 
realize the promise. Michael Red­
grave gives a stylish reading of the 
narration. "Looking at Sculpture" 
was photographed in the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, and produced 
bj ' Alexander Shaw. 

VAN MEEGEREN'S FAKED VER­
MES R S . Produced by Sofedi. Dis­
tributed by Films of the Nations, 62 
W. 45th St., New York 36, JV. Y. (27 
min.) 

Newspapers carried the story of 
the recent art hoax in which a num­
ber of paintings which were "discov­
ered" and accepted as seventeenth-
century Vermeers were subsequently 
claimed as the work of a little-known 
twentieth-century portrait painter 
named Hans Van Meegeren. This film 
reconstructs the story like a police 
dossier, making good use of various 
cinematic devices. The faked can­
vases are analyzed through micro­
scopic and radiograph camera de­
vices, and the film includes a bit of 
why and how Van Meegeren man­
aged to create the amazing frauds in 
the first place. —CECILE STARR. 

•For rentals consult the list of SRL Film Referral Libraries, available at 10c a copy from 
Film Department, Saturday Review, 25 West 45th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 
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tuous with golden lamps, incense, and 
processions, and the gods are every­
where, to be placated and adored and 
spoken to as one would speak with 
familiar friends. And Bhattacharya has 
described to perfection the richness 
of that ritualistic life set against a 
glowing landscape. 

At a time when we need to know 
more desperately than ever how the 
Indians think and behave, "Music for 
Mohini" acquires an added import­
ance. The books on the nature of In­
dian polity and political development 
are legion, but they tell us too little of 
the living India, the faith by which 
the peasants move and how they re­
act to Western ideas and on what hopes 
they build their lives. The answers— 
most of them—are here, written in a 
language as unexpected and graceful 
as Mohini herself. 

Fiction Note 
DREAM OF INNOCENCE. By Turn-
ley Walker. David McKay. $3.50. Mr. 
Walker forsakes,here the inspirational 
note which characterized his earlier 
accounts of his battle with polio, "Rise 
Up and Walk" and "Journey To­
gether," to take up some novelistic 
matters which are sordid, sensational, 
and pretty close to salacious. Ger-
aldine Lowell, our heroine, the lower 
depths of whose mind we are to ex­
plore, is a "high grade" call girl. The 
"high grade" refers to her prices. As 
Mr. Turnley shows in innumerable 
scenes of considerable drive and bril­
liance, Geraldine is an amoral trollop 
of no loyalties and little intelligence. 
A vicious hedonist, she is capable of 
murder to achieve her rather erratic 
ends. The story of how Geraldine 
fouled herself up involves detailed 
and often clinical descriptions of her 
relations with fellow whores, a driv­
ing madame, some customers, and 
some ambitious youngsters on the 
fringe of the theatrical world. The 
scene in which Geraldine and a girl 
friend absently but efficiently mur­
der a "protector" for his automobile 
provided material for a more effec­
tively handled short story by Mr. 
Walker. Here it loses force in the 
general welter of irrational violence 
and perverse lust. Mr. Walker's un­
doubted power of writing and his 
ability to penetrate the jungle psy­
chology of his moral cretins does not 
quite justify his extended celebration 
of their lives. 

—EDWAKD J. FITZGERALD. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS art scctpfi for 
things wanted or unwanted; personal services; 
literary or publishing offers, unclassified elsewhere, 
miscellaneous items appealing to a special intelli­
gent clientele; fobs wanted; houses or camps for 
rent; tutoring; traveling companions; ideas for sale; 
opinions {limited to 50 lines). All advertisements 
must be consonant with the character of The Satur­
day Review. Rates: 3 0 # per word; 10-word minimum. 
Count 2 extra words tor Box and Number. Rates for 
several insertions—52 times 22^ a word; 26 times 
24t a word; IS times 26^ a word; 6 times 28t a 
word. Full payment must be received fifteen days 
before publication. We forward all mail received in 
answer to box numbers and submit postage bills 
periodically. Mail to be called for at this o^ce will 
be held 30 days only. Address: Personals Department, 
The Saturday Review, 25 West 45 Street, New York 
19, N. Y. 

LITERARY- SERVICES 

MANUSCRIPT TYPING SPECIALISTS. Efficient, 
Economical, Prompt. GLADYS-IRENE LEAHEY, 551 
Fifth Ave., NYC. MUrray Hill 7-2227. 

MANUSCRIPT TYPING: intelligent, prompt, inexpen-
liva. AMBASSADOR OFFICE SERVICE, 17 East 48 
St., NYC. PLaia 51127. 

ESTABLISHED LITERARY AGENT, seelcing to fill pub­
lishers' requests, offers marketing services to estab­
lished and newer authors. Excellent editorial con­
tacts for the placement of your book, story, article, 
verse, juvenile, plays, etc. Literary services available 
and include; editing, constructive criticism, technical 
revision, and ghostwriting. Send for brochure S. 
FRANK Q. BRADY, Literary Agent, 55 West 42 St., 
NYC 18. 

MANUSCRIPTS TYPED, ALL FORMS. Specialists in 
Theses, Books, Plays. MSS delivery and pickup to 
publishers ancj magazines. Free Booklets. Announc­
ing $10,000 Prize Contest for books, fiction and non-
fiction. WRITERS SERVICE, 7 East 42 St., NYC. MUrray 
Hill 7-5690. 

WE PUBLISH, print and distribute your manuscript 
in pamphlet or book form. Send for free folder. 
WILLIAM-FREDERICK PRESS; Pamphlet Distributing 
Company, 313 West 35 St., NYC. LAckawanna 
4-0178. 

MANUSCRIPTS TYPED with intelligence and dispatch. 
PEGGY SWEET, 424 Madison Ave., NYC. PLaia 
8-2740. 

STORIES, NOVELS, ARTICLES, BOOKS MARKETED. 
Highly recommended for publication of fiction and 
nonfiction. Editorially recognized advice, recom­
mendations, editing for revision, sales, publication. 
Unestablished writers assisted. Information avail­
able before sending manuscripts. LAURENCE 
ROBERTS, LITERARY AGENT, 33 West 42 St., NYC 18. 

ELEANOR KING, literary agent, books, ploys, stor­
ies, novels, all languages marketed. 19 West 44 St., 
NYC 36. 

TWENTY-THREE IMPORTANT SERVICES for all 
writers available to members. Write for informa­
tion. NATIONAL V R I T E R S ' CLUB, Denver 6, Colo. 

BOOKS 
ATHEIST BOOKS. 32-page catalogue free. TRUTH 
SEEKER Co., 38 Park Row, NYC 8. 

EXTENSIVE STOCK OF LITERATURE-History, Amer­
icana, Fiction, Science, etc., on hand. Catalogues 
issued. Inquiries invited. PYETELL'S BOOK SHOP, 
333 Fifth Ave., Pelham 65, N. Y. 

THOUSANDS OF BOOKS on hand. If I haven't got 
the one you want, I'll find it. DELLA MONTGOMERY, 
R. No. 6, Box 53-B, South Bend, Ind. 

BOOKS ON THE EAST: China, Jopan, Siam, Burma, 
India, Central Asia, Persia, Arabia, Egypt, etc. 
Send for catalogues. Established 1902. ORIENTALIA, 
11 East 12 St., NYC 3. 

BACK NUMBERS 
BACK NUMBER MAGAZINE SPECIALISTS, Estab­
lished 1889. ABRAHAM'S MAGAZINE SERVICE, 56 
East 13 St., NYC. 

NIELSEN'S BACK NUMBER SERVICE. Send want list. 
7308 Melrose Ave., Los Angeles 46, Calif. 

CLASSIFIED 

OUT-OF-PRINT 

WE HAVE hard-to-find books. Booksellers since 1900. 
CRIST BOOK SHOP, 381 Wabasha, St. Paul, Minn. 
We buy books. 

AMERICANA, BIOGRAPHY, LITERATURE. Huge stock. 
Weekly London importations. Competent search serv­
ice. Immediate attention to wants lists. ROSS & 
HAINES, Inc., 17'/2 No. 6 St., Minneapolis 3, Minn. 

ANY BOOK LOCATED. Free catalogue. MID-WEST 
BOOK SERVICE, 4301 Kensington, Detroit 24, Mich. 

SCARCE BOOKS LOCATED. Address "wants" fo 
BOOKMAILERS, Wood-Ridge, New Jersey. 

BOOKPLATES 

BOOKPLATES, free samples, brochures — America's 
most unusual designs. RAPP STUDIOS, 150 West 
34 St., NYC 1. 

FREE CATALOGUE. Several hundred beautiful de­
signs, address "BOOKPLATES," Yellow Springs, Ohio. 

FRENCH BOOKS 

THE FRENCH BOOKSHOP, 556 Madison Avenu«, New 
York's only French bookshop where French books 
ONLY are sold exclusively. Mail-order catalogue 30^. 

LANGUAGES 

LINGUAPHONE MAKES LANGUAGES EASY. At home 
learn to speak French, German, Russian, Japanese— 
any of 29 languages quickly by natural Linguaphone 
Conversational Method—World's Standard. You learn 
by listening. Save time, work. Approved for VET.-
ERANS' Training. Send for FREE book. Coll for 
FREE demonstration, Circle 7-0829. LINGUAPHONE 
INSTITUTE, 2606 Radio City, NYC 20. 

PERSONALS 
"HOW CAN 1 FIND OUT?" You cani Information 
discreetly developed. Any matter, person, problem, 
anywhere Worldwide. Officially licensed, bonded 
service. Established 1922. Reasonable. Confidential. 
WILLIAM HERMAN, 170 Broadway, NYC. 

SOONER OR LATER everybody goes to the nation's 
capital, WASHINGTON, D. C. Wlien you go, stop at 
one of the 3 fme, conveniently located Manger 
owned and operated hotels. The Annapolis, the Hay-
Adams, the Hamilton offer special all-expensa tour 
rotes to Review readers, from $10.95 up, which in­
cludes air-conditioned rooms, breakfast, sightseeing 
tour, broadcast, etc. Write: Harry Weissinger, Gen­
eral Manager, at Hotel Annapolis, Washington, D. C. 
(Mention this ad for special Review booklets and 
detailed information). 

STOP CHAIN-SMOKING! Use RESTY, the substitute 
cigarette. At druggists, or send $1 to RESTY, West 
Shokon, N. Y. 

EUROPE IN SEPTEMBER, 3 weeks. Paris, Switzerland, 
Italy, Rivieras. Expert leadership; fly both ways. 
$850. Box L-10. 

I AM ENGAGED in collecting material, anecdotes, 
letters, information, etc., about the late Sinclair 
Lewis in preparation for a biography. I will be 
grateful to anyone who will aid me in this task and 
will promptly return anything sent to me If it is 
requested. Address: Harrison Smith, Saturday 
Review, 25 West 45 St., NYC. 

WRITERS' CONFERENCE iij the Rocky Mountains, 
University of Colorado, Boulder, Colo. July 21 to 
August 8, 1952. Distinguished staff. Write for infor­
mation. 

ABC SHORTHAND in one week. $1 returnable. ZIN-
MAN, Chautauqua, N. Y. 

BE A MONEY MAKER . . . Use your home as maga­
zine headquarters. Liberal commissions. No experi­
ence—no capital needed. Everything furnished. Write 
for FREE catalogue. McGREGOR MAGAZINE AGENCY, 
Department 750, Mount Morris, III. 

(Continued on page 34) 
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