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was good, it was not "good enough." 
The army "had to operate strictly on 
its own." 

An important factor was illness. 
"From the military viewpoint, the 
ailing soldier was just a nuisance." As 
medical difficulties multipled, civilian 
effort rose to the task and "before the 
War Department quite knew what was 
happening its hospital system was be­
ing overhauled for it . . . [by] the . . . 
Sanitary Commission." The author 
adds: "The soldiers had reason to bless 
[its] every . . . member . . ." 

The front, of course, was never fully 
detached from factors behind the lines. 
The "American political system" was 
not "wide enough to contain a civil 
war." In Indiana, with its rampaging 
anti-Lincoln politics, "reality blended 
with the outrageous shapes of Cloud-
Cuckoo-Land itself," and Governor 
Morton had to deal sternly (and un­
constitutionally) with a recalcitrant 
legislature and with the "invisible 
empire" of KGC, OAK, and similar 
groups. In Ohio the vigorous agitator 
Vallandigham posed for Lincoln a 
most serious problem of civil liberty 
in wartime. All this reacted upon pro-
Union sentiment in the North to make 
it more savage and, as in the attack 
upon Fitz John Porter, to seek a hated 
symbol or scapegoat. Such factors, in­
cluding inadequate recruiting, became 
too many for the governors; from 1863 
on they found control slipping from 
their grasp. 

Rich in its gleanings from regimen­
tal histories and soldier diaries, Mr. 
Catton's book is less concerned with 
high brass and "strategy" than with 
the sights, sounds, and smells of war: 
"that hellish [rebel] yell"; solid col­
umns at Fredericksburg in a cohesive 
target, "of all formations, the one most 
vulnerable to enemy fire"; forty Con­
federates impaled on bayonets (also 
at Fredericksburg); "never a day . . . 
without . . . firing squads discharging 
their farewell volleys over new graves 
in the cheerless hills"; and over it all 
"the dauntless laughter of brave men 
who summon humor as a reinforce­
ment. . . ." For each situation the 
author hits the buUseye with a tell­
ing phrase: "Washington was scandal­
ized to the eyebrows" by the sequel 
of Sickles's killing of Philip Barton 
Key—not the murder justified by the 
unwrit ten law, but the husband's for­
giving of his erring wife. For read­
ability, penetration, and mastery of 
material Catton's second instalment 
fulfils the promise of the first, which 
is no faint praise. 

Union Army Medicos 

DOCTORS IN BLUE. By George 
Worthington Adams. New York: 
Henry Schuman. 253 pp. $4. 

By T. HARRY WILLIAMS 

THE Civil War is our most written 
about war. More people know 

more about its battles and leading per­
sonalities than any of our other con­
flicts. But even with the hundreds of 
books that have been written about 
the Civil War, two areas of research 
within it have remained almost unex­
plored—ordnance and military medi­
cine. Undoubtedly the technical 
knowledge a researcher would have 
to acquire to work these fields has 
caused scholars to shun them, but the 
result has been that even specialists 
in Civil War history know little about 
the weapons and the medical prac­
tices of the period. 

Dr. (Ph. D.) G. W. Adams has com­
petently filled a part of the gap in 
medical history with this medical his­
tory of the Union army. His book is 
the first modern comprehensive treat­
ment of the subject. It ought to be 
welcomed and read by every student 
of the Civil War. Those who do read 
it will find terse and interesting ac­
counts of Medical Department admin­
istration; of the great army surgeons, 
Hammond, Barnes, Letterman; of hos­
pitals, ambulance system?, and nurses; 
of wounds, sickness, and disease; and 
of operations, the treatment of infec­
tions, and other medical practices of 
the Sixties. Although Mr. Adams can­
not be said to have a sparkling literary 
style, he writes in a simple and read­
able manner and avoids the error of 
employing without explaining techni­
cal medical terms. When he talks 
about pyemia, for example, he tells 
the reader what it is. Consequently 
the reader understands what the doc­
tors were trying to do when they 
treated it. 

Most people who know something 
about the Civil War think that the 
organization of the Army medical ser­
vice was primitive, that the medical 
practices of the time were medieval 
and ignorant, and that many Army 
doctors were incompetent or callous 

T. Harry Wiliams, professor oj his­
tory at Louisiana State University, is 
the author of "Lincoln and His Gen­
erals." 

CASTMN^ 
TABLE or 
CmW CIASS ? 
Whether your friends sip bouillon in First 
Class, or nap just aft of the engine room, 
they're sure to agree that books make the 
finest travel gift of all! And now Brentano's 
makes it simple as ABC for you (wherever 
you are) to send a Bon Voyage Book Box to 
your seagoing friends at sailing time! No fuss, 
no feathers, either! You simply drop in or 
phone your nearest Brentano's (in New York, 
Philadelphia, Washington and San Fran­
cisco) tell us who is sailing, and from where, 
and a Bon Voyage Book Box will greet them 
at the dock! If you're not quite sure what 
books to send, let travel-wise old Brentano's 
lend a hand. Just name the amount, and 
we'll send them titles they're sure to like. 
Nicest of all, the service doesn't cost an 
extra penny! Next time friends sail, let 
Brentano's Bon Voyage Book Box say an 
especially thoughtful Bon Voyage! 

lASCAIA, 
CRICKET or 
SMOI{̂ ASBO 

No matter where you're going in Europe, or 
wherever friends are off to, travelers might 
as well be lost if they're not carrying the 
finest travel guides in print! Fodor's Modern 
Guides are new, exciting, authoritative! Each 
captures the unique spirit and culture of the 
country. And each is simply crammed with 
fascinating facts and travel information— 
how to plan and budget your trip, where and 
what to eat and drink, where and what to . 
buy, where to go on intriguing side trips, how 
to make yourself understood, and much, 
much more! If friends are sailing, if you're 
sailing yourself, (or even if you'd just like 
to!) you'll find these Fodor's Modern Guides 
the only really definitive guides to Europe! 

1. Brila'm in 1952 $3 
2. franea in 1952 $3 

3. Italy in 1952 $3 
4. Switzerland in 

1952 $3 
Scandinavia in 1952 (including Finland and 
Olympic Games) $3.75 
Spain and Portugal in 1952 (Baleares, Can­
aries, Madeira and the Azores) $3.75 
Benelux in 1952 (Belgium, Nethertapds, Lux­
emburg) $3.75 

brentano' PLaza 7-8600 

586 Fifth Avenue New York 36, N. Y. 

Please send me books circled: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Name 
Street 
City State 
n Check or money order enclosed. 
n Charge my account. 
Add 15c for postage and handling outside 

metropolitan N. Y. area. 
Add 3 % sales tax in NYC. 

PRODUCED 2005 BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



40 

practitioners who sawed off limbs at 
the slightest excuse and needlessly 
maimed or killed many soldiers. This 
opinion is derived partly from the 
official statistics showing that over 
twice as many men died of disease as 
were killed in battle and partly from 
gory contemporary accounts of opera­
tions in field hospitals, in which the 
writers remembered the quick knife, 
the screams of the sufferers, and the 
piles of stacked-up arms and legs. 

There were great inadequacies in 
the organization of the Medical De­
partment, especially at the beginning 
of the war. Many of the medical prac­
tices were medieval, because the war 
occurred at the very end of what Mr. 
Adams calls the medical Middle Ages 
and right before the advent of bac­
teriology and aseptic surgery. There 
were some incompetent doctors and 
some poorly trained ones and some 
callous ones—and also some who were 
skilled and humane. On the issue of 
amputations, Mr. Adams rightly 
stresses that many were necessary be­
cause of the lead bullet used in the 
war, which had a shattering impact on 
human bones. On the credit side of 
the medical ledger, great irhprove-
ments were made in administration, 
particularly with the organization of 
ambulance field work and the Army 

* Nurse Corps, and some progress was 
made in scientific knowledge, which 
would help improve military medi­
cine in the future and would influence 
the casualty figures of World War I, 
the first war in which fewer Ameri­
cans died of disease than in battle. 
"The medical and sanitary record of 
the Civil War," Mr. Adams writes cor­
rectly, "was on the whole a good one." 

A Racial Trauma 
THE NEGRO FREEDMAN: Life Con­

ditions of the American Negro in 
the Early Years After Emancipation. 
By Henderson H. Donald. New 
York: Henry Schuman. 270 pp. $4. 

By C. VANN WOODWARD 

THE shock of emancipation into a 
homeless, jobless, landless "free­

dom" left a deep scar on the mind of 
the American Negro. The experience 
might be described as a racial trauma 
from which a much abused people 
still suffer. It is of greatest impor­
tance to the Negro himself, to the 
people who live with him, and to the 
scholar who seeks to understand him 
to re-create accurately that historical 
experience of the 1860's and '70's. 

Events have conspired to drop more 
than the ordinary number of veils of 
obscurity between us and the events 
concerned. The Southern white man 
dropped one such veil to justify a 
drastic reversal of history and conceal 
a painful memory. The Northern 
white man rang down another to hide 
a great failure and a shameful deser­
tion. And the Negro hastily lowered a 
third upon the frustration, defeat, and 
humiliation that haunted him. 

In the last two decades historians, 
with insights gained from anthropol­
ogy and psychology, have been pa­
tiently lifting aside those veils and 
exploring what lies behind them. 
While a great deal remains to be done 
before the picture is anything like 
complete, these recent investigations 
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have uncovered much that is illumin­
ating—enough to suggest an extensive 
revision of the conventional view of 
the freedman. That which has been 
discovered, however, is still known 
only to specialists. The time is ripe 
therefore for a popular synthesis of 
the new learning in preparation for 
new advances. 

Professor Donald has not written 
such a synthesis. In fact he seems en­
tirely unaware of scores of recent 
works that bear directly on his sub­
ject. He makes no reference to them, 
and his interpretation is wholly un­
influenced by them. He has written 
instead a synthesis of Reconstruction 
scholarship of one, two, or three gen­
erations past. The result is the old 
stereotype of the freedman as a serio­
comic character, pathetic in his inef-
fectuality, touching in his naivete, and 
grotesque in his imitations of the 
white man and in his new role as ' a 
citizen. The men thought emancipa­
tion meant "freedom from work," and 
the women "soon became 'ladies' " and 
donned "showy jewelry, gaudy dresses, 
and brilliant bonnets." Many freed-
men preferred "to continue living un­
der conditions of slavery" rather than 
adjust to freedom. They had "nO con­
ception of personal responsibility for 
crime," showed an "utterly reckless 
disregard of their word," and quickly 
"lapsed into laziness." 

Although Mr. Donald makes rather 
haphazard use of his sources, he re­
ports his findings disappointingly, and 
they undoubtedly contain many 
truths. But they are largely worn-out 
truths and they are mixed with half-
truths. What is most needed to round 
out the whole t ruth is the freedman's 
own views of his harrowing experi­
ences. These are harder to come by 
than the white man's views. But they 
are now available in the massive 
records of the Freedman's Bureau in 
the National Archives, in the huge 
collection of Negro newspapers of that 
period lately microfilmed by one of 
the learned societies, and in a dozen 
manuscript collections of Southern 
universities. The author makes no 
reference to any of this rich and avail­
able material. 

This book comes highly recom­
mended by sociologists. This historian 
must regretfully file a dissenting 
opinion. 

C. Vann Woodward, professor of 
American history at the Johns Hop­
kins University, is the author of "The 
Origins of the New South." 
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