new is added to the picture as a whole,
the infinite and detailed attention to
gossip about the most obscure of
Michelangelo’s friends and enemies
leads the reader down many provoc-
ative and rewarding byways. More-
over, here one finds probably the most
useful compendium of biographical
data in English on the tangle of re-
lationships of artistic, literary, and
political figures of this heroic age.

Papini’s “Michelangelo” will never
take the place of Symonds. The stu-
dent of art must inevitably turn to-
day to Charles de Tolnay and Redig
de Campos; but Papini’s companion
to Renaissance studies will find its
place in the library as a tool for those
who have already taken the measure
of this artist in the classical biogra-
phies at hand.

Art Book Notes

LETTERS IN LIFE: Practically every aspect
of man’s contact with lettering, from

his birth to his death, from baby

blocks to designs for his tomb is em-
braced in Raymond A. Ballinger’s
“Lettering Art in Modern Use” (Rein-
hold Publishing Co., New York, $12).
In period of time it includes two
thousand years, from ancient Rome to
yesterday’s streetcar poster. It is not
a history of lettering, but rather an
inspiration book of lettering, and viv-
idly shows how lettering affects all
phases of our lives.

Mr. Ballinger has divided lettering
into six very unusual categories, which

he calls Classic, Mechanical, Script,
Manuscript Forms, Romantic, and Pic-
torial. Classic letters, as here defined,
are really all undecorated roman let-
ters with serif structure, and his ex-
amples range from classic letters in
the time of Trajan to classic letters
such as Onyx and Ultra Bodoni.
Printers will perhaps quarrel with
this simplification, since they are so
used to roman letters being divided
into old style, transitional, and mod-
ern. But strictly for lettering purposes,
this simplification seems defensible.
Mechanical letters are those with-
out serifs, so commonly but mistaken-
ly called gothic. In this section are

two tissue overlays of two sans-serif”

alphabets quite often used some years
ago by such designers as A. M. Cas-
sandre and Alexey Brodovitch. These
overlays can be extremely useful to
a beginner in learning the basic strue-
ture of a sans-serif letter. An ex-
perienced artist can also find many
basic uses for this mechanical method.
But letters of personality are never
arrived at through the use of com-
pass, T-square, and triangle alone.
Spacing and delicate modeling are
also required, which the author is
careful to emphasize.

No part of graphic arts has received
more deserved attention recently than
the script letter. Part of this is due to
the zealous missionary work of cal-
ligraphic enthusiasts such as Paul
Standard and Arnold Bank. But oth-
ers, including Ray Ballinger, have
added much in the way of experimen-
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tation to this revival in writing hands.
One particularly informative double
spread in this section shows several
specimens of different kinds of script
and the tools used to accomplish each.
These vary from a standard artist’s
drawing pen to a Japanese brush.

Under the classification of Roman-
tic, Mr. Ballinger has grouped thirty-
six pages of nineteenth century type
designs. In some purist circles a great
many if not most of these bewildering
letters are considered hideously bad.
But for many nostalgic and other ef-
fects sought for in advertising they
have great inspirational value. Fletch-
er MacNeill and Arthur Williams, for
example, have produced some superb
designs using these nineteenth-cen-
tury sources.

Fully a third of the book is devoted
to a final section called “Masterpieces
of Lettering.” This contains a really
beautiful and tasteful collection of
specimens used in publicity, pack-
aging, posters, books, silver, glass,
fabrics, and architecture. It is mag-
nificently printed by sheet-fed gra-
vure. This book will be a valuable

The Criminal Record

The Saturday Review’s Guide to Detective Fiction

Title and Author Crime, Place, and Sleuth Summing Up Verdict
THE DOUBLE Steve Harmas (insurance | Technical angle good; | Will do
SHUFFLE eye) et ux look into queer | nice by-play; plot
James Hadley Chase | Calif. deal; death keeps pace | slightly chi-chi, but
(Dutton: $2.50) as trail hottens. honest job.
JUST KILLING N.Y. Private Eye Steve | TV angle important as | Time-
~ TIME Drake takes on lady client | yarn develops; pace | killer,
Richard Ellington enjoying marital jam; her | lags in middle, picks | as pre-
(Morrow: $2.50) troubles are soon over. up at end. scribed
DEATH OF AN Lonely old maid, nice home, | Plot conttived, and | Not up
INTRUDER finds compulsory female | characters made to | to her
Nedra Tyre boarder on hands, plans | fit same: jolt end- first
(Knopf: $2.50) killing. ing.
NARROW GAUGE | College gal, thesising in | Plot overloaded (and | Sprightly
TO MURDER Colorado mts., finds self | cast also), but back-
Carolyn Thomas teacherless; local law adds | ground is well-handled,
(Lippincott: $2.50) 1 it up. and things move,

—SERGEANT CUFF,
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aid to anyvone engaged in producing

or reproducing letters of any kind.
—P. J. CONKWRIGHT.

A

A CLASSIC REPRINTED: Ten years ago
Frederic W. Goudy had just completed
two jobs in California. The first was a
type face, designed exclusively for the
University of California Press, called
California Old Style. The second was
a revision and enlargement of two
books he had previously published in
the 1920’s, “The Alphabet” and “Ele-
ments of Lettering.” These two books;
so useful to lettering artists and
printers, had long been out of print.
Under the encouragement and assist-
ance of the late Samuel Farquhar,
Goudy prepared a new edition, which
was composed in the new California
Old Style.

Although the book, now republished
as “The Alphabet and Elements of
Lettering” (University of California
Press, $7.50), contains a good sum-
mary of the history of the alphabet, its
real importance lies in the twenty-
seven plates of fifteen alphabets. No-
where else can the development of the
roman letter be seen in such compact
form, and for purposes of comparison
it is ideal. Among the alphabets in-
cluded are classic Roman from the
base of the Trajan column, black
letter as used by Gutenberg, Sweyn-
heim and Pannartz, Jensen, Caslon,
Bodoni, and Kennerley. This book has
been reprinted from the 1942 edition,
and the offset reproduction is excep-
tionally fine. —P. J. C.

RECORD OF A GREAT TYPE DESIGNER: Jan

van Krimpen is best known in this
country as the creator of Lutetia type,
which has been used by many dis-~
criminating printers for over twenty
years. But some of his finest designs
are little known. Romance, Romulus,
Spectrum, and Sheldon are some of
these. It is difficult not to use super-
latives when describing Van Krim-
pen’s work, but the choicest superla-
tives should be reserved for three of
his designs. His Cancelleresca bas-
tarda, a script to be used with Romu-
lus, is one of the most beautiful ever
drawn. His Antigone Greek and the
open capitals designed to accompany it
are simply magnificent.

John Dreyfus’s “The Work of J. van
Krimpen” (Macmillan, $9) is an illus-
{rated record of Van Krimpen’s work
with the famous Netherlands type
foundry, Enschede, during the past
thirty-five years. Mr. Dreyfus’s ap-
preciative biographical commentary
is interesting and illuminating, but
the eighty pages of illustrations show-
ing text and title pages, monograms,
postage stamps and many other de-
signs form the record of Van Krim-~
pen’s work. —p. J. C.
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LITERARY SERVICES

MANUSCRIPTS TYPED, ALL FORMS. Specialists in
Theses, Books, Plays. MSS delivery and pickup to
publishers and magozines. WRITERS' SERVICE, 7
East 42 St., NYC. MUrray Hill 7-5690.

MANUSCRIPTS, RESUMES, THESES typed intelli-
gently, promptly, reasonably. MIRIAM LANCASTER,
Hote! Vanderbilt, Park Ave. and 34 St., NYC. MUr-
ray Hill 3-4000. Evenings, GRamercy 5-1745.

MANUSCRIPT TYPING: Intelligent, prompt, inexpen-
sive. AMBASSADOR OFFICE SERVICE, |7 East 48 St.,
NYC. PLaza 5-1127.

WRITERS! TY-MINDED? You do not have to be a
television writer to write for TV. Outline, synopsis,
plot, etc., will suffice. Write before shipping manu-
scricpfsA MEAD LITERARY AGENCY, 419 Fourth Ave.,
NYC Ié.

MANUSCRIPT TYPING SPECIALISTS. Efficient, Eco-
nomical, Prompt. GLADYS-IRENE LEAHEY, 55) Fifth
Ave., NYC. MUrray Hill 7-2227.

MANUSCRIPTS TYPED with intelligence and dis-
patch. PEGGY SWEET, 424 Madison Avenue, NYC.
PLaza 8-2740.

MANUSCRIPTS OR SIMILAR MATERIAL duplicated
by new process, same day or overnighi. 5¢ per page
for first thousand. Operafing 168 hours per week.
Telephone or write for details OVERNIGHT DUPLI-
CATION SERVICE, lnc., 57 West 45 St.,, NYC 36.
LUxemberg 2-0840.

TWENTY-THREE |IMPORTANT SERVICES for all
writers available o members. Write for information.
NATIONAL WRITERS' CLUB, Denver 6, Colo.

STORIES, NOVELS, ARTICLES, BOOKS Marketed.
Highly recommended for publication of fiction and
nonfiction. Editorially recognized advice, recommen-
dations, editing for revision, sales, publication. Un-
established writers assisted. Information available
before sending manuscripts, LAURENCE ROBERTS,
LITERARY AGENT, 33 West 42 St., NYC I8.

WE PUBLISH, print and distribute your manuscript
in pamphlet or book form. Send for free folder
WILLIAM FREDERICK PRESS. Pamphlet Distributing
Company, 313 West 35 5t., NYC. LAckawanna 4-0178.

ELEANOR KING,
stories, novels,

St., NYC 3s.

literary agent, books, plays,
all languages marketed. 19 West 44

ELECTROMATIC TYPING done at home—letters,
manuscripts, plays. Box N-357.

HAVE YOU A MANUSCRIPT TO PUBLISH? favesti-
gate cooperative publishing for your novel, biog-
raphy, poetry, scientific or historical work, juvenile,
etc., by a reputable house, qualified to handle out-
of-the-ordinary work with individual attention and
aggressive marketing. J. FLEET COWDEN, Associ-
ate Editor, 50 Congress St., Boston 9, Mass.

LANGUAGES

LINGUAPHONE MAKES LANGUAGES EASY. At
home learn to speak French, German, Russian, Jap-
anese—any of 29 languages quickly, correctly by
natural Linguaphone World's Standard Conversa-
tional Method. You learn by listening. Save time,
work, money. Send for FREE book. Call for FREE
demonstration. Clrcle 7-0829. LINGUAPHONE INSTI-
TUTE, 2402 Mezz,, Rockefeller Plaza, NYC 20.

BOOKPLATES

FREE CATALOGUE Scores of beautiful
BOOKPLATES, Yellow Springs, Ohio.

FRENCH BOOKS

designs.

THE FRENCH BOOKSHOQP, 556 Madison Avenve,
New York's only French bookshop where French books
ONLY are sold exclusively. Mail-order Catalogue 30¢.
Over 500,000 books in stock.

BOOKS

THOUSANDS OF BOOKS on hand. if 1 haven't got
the one you want, {'Il find it. DELLA MONTGOMERY,
R. No. 6, Box 53-B, South Bend, Ind.

SAVE 50% to 80%,. Send for FREE bargain catalogue
No. 381-SR, UNION LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 123
East 24 St., NYC 10.

COMPLETE BOOK SERVICE: Hard to find books,
used and new books, book sets. Fost service. Estab-
lished 1900. CRiST BOOK SHOP, 381 Wabasha, St.
Paul, Minn. WE BUY BOOKS.

EXTENDING CLIENTS COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY
fine leather bindings. What have you? Cash! MAIL-
ORDA BOOK SERVICE, 4518 York Road, Philadel-
phia 40, Pa.

ATHEIST BOOKS. 32-page cotalogue free. TRUTH
SEEKER Co., 38 Park Row, NYC 8.

NEW AND SECOND HAND BOOKS in or out of
print. If it's o book we may have it. MENDOZA'S,
IS Ann St., NYC 38, Oldest old book shop in NYC,

BOOKS ON BOOK-COLLECTING, book publishing
literary criticism, learning to write, bibliography,
American first editions, advertising, etc. Write for
1ist I\Lo.yM. WEST BOOK SERVICE, Box 207-F, Flush-
g, .

FOR REBUS CONTEST FANS. How to solve rebus tie-
breakers, how to get rid of unwanted uneven ietters,
how to separate pius from minus words. For informa-
tion send stamped envelope to BOOKS, P. O. Box
1221, Chicago 11, WMinois.

RECORD MART

CHECKS from the air of New York Philharmenic
Concerts played in 1933-34-35-36 wanted. Eugenia
Gale, Box N-33&.

RARE RECORDS sold, lowly priced. Free lists. Col-
lections bought. E. HIRSCHMANN 100 Duncan Ave.,
Jersey City, N. J.

WANTED: Victor record of Couperin's LA BANDO-
LINE; artist, Paderewski. Box N-348.

OUT-OF-PRINT

FREE CATALOGUE Americana, Literature, Sporting.
Competent search service. Send wants list. ROSS
& HAINES, Inc., 17!, N. 6 St.,, Minneapolis 3, Minn.

BOOK SEARCH SERVICE. Send list of desiderata to
WILLIAM RITTENOUR, 2827 Overlook Drive, Hunt-
ington 3, West Virginia.

ANY BOOK LOCATED. Free catalogue. MID-WEST
BOOK SERVICE, 4301 Kensington, Detroit 24, Mich.

BOOKS LOCATED. No charge for searching. Send
your wants. DELTA BOOK SERVICE, 2856 Woodlawn
Terrace, Memphis, Tenn.

BOOKS tOUND! Fast service—reasonable prices.
Send titles wanted—no obligation. INTERNATIONAL
BOOKFINDERS, Box 3003-SRL, Beverly Hills, Calif.

BACK NUMBERS

MAGAZINES—THOUSANDS from Dime Novels to
Fortunes, 1715 to date. "BACK NUMBER" WILKINS,
Daonvers, Mass,



