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p u b l i s h e r con t inues to t ease h i s r e a d 
ers , a s in o the r r ep r in t s , b y no t s t a t ing 
t h e da t e of or ig inal pub l i ca t ion ; a n d 
in this book by no t te l l ing w h e t h e r it 
w a s p r i n t e d in G r e a t B r i t a i n or t h e 
U.S.A. 

Notes 
DESPONDENT YOUNG fRENCHMAN: Jfean-
Lou i s Cur t i s ' s fifth novel , "Lucifer 's 
D r e a m " ( P u t n a m , $3 ) , indif ferent ly 
t r a n s l a t e d f rom t h e F r e n c h by Rob in 
Chance l lo r , is t inged w i t h e x i s t e n t i a l 
ist despa i r . I t is a s to ry of t h e s p i r i t u 
al ly d i s inher i t ed : M a r c e a u L e G u e r n , 
b o r n an o r p h a n a n d ra i sed un t i l h e 
w a s e igh teen in a Ca tho l ic ins t i tu t ion , 
n e v e r be l ieves t h a t t h e anc i en t a n d 
c r u m b l i n g mora l i t y of p r e w a r E u r o p e 
h a d a n y c la im o n h i s a l leg iance . A s 
h e is h a n d s o m e , it is easy for h i m to 
b e c o m e M m e . Al ice 's gigolo; h is c o n 
science r ebe l s sporadica l ly , b u t does 
no t force h i m to w o r k . H e spends mos t 
of W o r l d W a r II ( w h i c h h e finds 
to ta l ly mean ing le s s ) in a s ta lag; w h e n 
it is over h e r e t u r n s to Al ice . Af te r h e 
falls in love w i t h D o m i n i q u e a n d a t 
l as t h a s mo t ive e n o u g h to t h i n k of 
m a k i n g m o n e y h e finds t h a t Alice 's 
ho ld is so diabol ica l ly s t r o n g t h a t h e 
m u s t kil l h e r to b e free. Wi th th is 

ocJdly inconc lus ive aisasiei luc uuuiv 
closes. In o r d e r to des t roy evil L e 
G u e r n h a s had to d a m n himself, bu t 
t he r ea sons w h y ai'e neve r m a d e clear. 

— N I C O L A S MoN.ro. 

EVERYMAN'S CRIME: A first novel by 
S e y m o u r Shub in , "An> one's M> Niiiiu-" 
(S imon & Shus t e r , $4) , offers raore 
in the w a y of sociological c o m m e n 
t a r y t h a n it does in es the t ic a c h i e v e 
ment . P a u l Wei ler , w r i t e r of "fact 
de t ec t i ve" s tor ies , is b u r d e n e d with 
guil t because h e d is tor t s , u n d e r r a t e s , 
and falsifies t h e life s i tua t ions of t h e 
people w h o supp ly h im wi th his m a 
te r ia l . Unfa i th fu l t o h i s wife, h e is 
m a d e to commi t t h e un l ike ly m u r d e r 
of a n o t h e r lover of C la i re Cr isponi , 
t he o the r w o m a n w h o has solaced 
h im. His p ros t i tu t ion of his love a n d 
his profess ion l ead Wei le r to t he 
e lec t r ic chai r . T h e r e a d e r m u s t c o n 
t e n t himself w i t h t h e Po l o n i u s - l i k e 
s en t en t i ousnes s of t he w e l l - w o r n 
t h o u g h t t h a t h a d t h e h e r o b e e n t r u e 
to himself h e w o u l d no t h a v e b e e n 
false to a n y m a n . B u t t h e a t t e m p t of 
t h e t i t le to m a k e a k i n d of E v e r y m a n 
of t h e p ro tagon i s t is b o r n e ou t by no 
effort in these pages to c r ea t e p r o b 
ab le or compel l ing s i tua t ions . 

—N. M. 

EXPRESS FOR ETERNITY: On ly a l i c h e n 
l ike grass covers t h e g r e a t val ley in 
w h i c h t h e t r a i n s tops , says R o b e r t 
N a t h a n a t t h e open ing of his n e w 
fantasy , " T h e Tra in in the Meadow" 
(Knopf, $2.75). B u t r e a d e r s w h o get 
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The Criminal Record 
The Sa tu rday Review's Guide to Detective Fad and Fiction 

Title and Author Crime, Place, and Sleuth Summing Up Verdict 

Bees buzz briskly in yam Uneven 
having color, charm, de- but enter-
spite some clumsiness. taining 

A HIVE OF 
SUSPECTS 
Sheila Pirn 

(British Book Centre: 
12.75) 

Sourpuss Irish mine-owner 
dies untimely; actress niece 
is viewed askance. 

DEAR DEAD DAYS 
Jay Barbette 

(Dodd Mead: $2.50) 

Singing gal plunked in 
Midwest tangle involving 
fancy press setup; photog
rapher tells yarn. 

Elaborate plotting, timing Under-
make for uneasy reading; exposed 
characters mixed lot. 

THE CASE OF THE 
COUNTERFEIT 

COLONEL 
Christopher Bush 

(Macmillan: $2.50) 

L. Travers, British eye, 
takes on routine search 
that zooms into murder. 

Opens nicely, but gets 
into heavy tangle; solu
tion obvious early. 

Over-
plotted, 

over
loaded 

SPINSTERS IN 
JEOPARDY 
Ngaio Marsh 

(Little, Brown: $3 ; 

Erudite Chief Insp. Alleyn, 
wife, child, take Riviera 
jaunt; death takes no holi
day. 

Weird cultists, dope ring, 
similar stock props mar 
typically admirable crafts
manship. 

For dev
otees, and 

she has 
(and de
serves) 
many 

THE INNOCENT 
ONE 

James Reach 
(Coward-McCann: 

12.75) 

Youth acquitted of sex 
murder in Freudian dither; 
lots of things happen. 

Largely stream-of-con- Clinical, 
sciousness; lacks fluency frenetic, 
and suspense factor. unlively 
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out and stretch their eyes as well as 
their legs will detect a considerable 
acreage devoted to that old staple, 
corn. 

The train, of course, is the death 
express, pausing on its way to etei'nity 
to let the earth-bound Flyer slide by. 
But it, too, pauses while the authori
ties check passports and the like 
(what a view of celestial efficiency 
Mr. Nathan has!), and during the 
pause the author's imagination runs 
tame. Aboard the express are a couple 
of German refugees, a former Ameri
can President, a priest (naturally 
ruddy) , a waitress (unnaturally red
headed), a Communist, a has-been 
singer, a salesman who once knew 
the waitress, a widow, and an orphan 
who doesn't have a passport. The or
phan gets to talking with a fragile 
young girl from the Flyer who gives 
him her paper? so that he may be offi
cially entitled to heavenly mercy and 
takes on herself thereby an orphan's 
hard lot on earth. Mr. Nathan's idea 
of a hero is as quaint as his notion of 
God. 

There are moments of wit and 
delicacy in the conversations of his 
characters, but they are few and un 
related. The whole effect is that of a 
story that has been machined out of 
plastics instead of poetry; it whirrs 
but it wants wings. One is willing to 
grant fantasists privileges with all 
kinds of Time except one—the 
reader's. —CHARLES LEE. 

BLACK-AND-TAN TRAGEDY: M. F. Caul-
field, an Irish journalist, has written a 
first novel that is both tragic and ex
citing. The hero of "The Black City" 
(Button, $3) is Hugh Kelley, a mem
ber of the underground Irish Re
publican Army in Ulster; his hatred 
of the British began when the Black 
and Tan murdered his father. P r e 
occupied as he must be with terror
istic plots—bombing police stations, 
holding up banks for funds—he and 
his fellows live the nervously hedon
istic lives of marked men. Hugh's love 
for Maura Nolan cannot be kept sepa
rate from his political life; her brother 
turns informer and it is Hugh who 
must shoot him. Patriotism robs him 
of his love and eventually of his life. 
But it is not only a personal tragedy 
that concerns Mr. Caulfield. He has 
attempted to show an entire city 
wrenched apart in Protestant-Catho
lic riots. The early scenes in which he 
strives for a panoramic effect are 
weaker and more sketchy than the 
later ones; his authority increases as 
he centers his attention on Kelley's 
problems. But if his commentary on 
Irish politics is inconclusive, his con
cern with the effects of violence on 
individual men is humanely partisan 
and splendidly indignant. —N. M. 

CLASSIFIED 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS are accepted for 
things wanted or unwanted; persov.-il services; 
litera*} or publrsbing offers, unclassified clsen-here; 
TnisceiLnicous .'.ems appealin'^ t-> a special intelU-
.i;e'!f chatele: lohs u anted; hm, H"( OV carnp'^ for 
rent: imonng: I'-avelin-^ companions: id:as for sale: 
opinion^ {limr'.Ld to 3() Tines). All adr ertisements 
mi/st hv consoKjn: with the cbaracwr of The Satur
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36, N . Y. 

LANGUAGES 
FRENCH WITHOUT TEARS! Group Soirees; be
ginners, advanced. New conversational method. 
Telephone Butterfield 8-0881 (NYC) evenings. 

FRENCH BY REFINED FRENCHMAN, Paris Univer
sity graduate. Telephone Circle 7-2814 (NYC). 

LITERARY SERVICES 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC AND OTHER RESEARCH: NA
TIONAL RESEARCH CENTER, 422 Washington Build
ing, Washington, D.C. STerling 3-3480. 

GHOSTWRITING, fiction, articles, theses, books, 
plays, etc. NORBERT MURRAY, 501 East 73 St., NYC. 
TRafalgar 9-3112. 

MANUSCRIPTS, RESUMES, THESES typed intelli
gently, promptly, reasonably. Stencils a specialty. 
MIRIAM LANCASTER, Hotel Vanderbilt, Park Ave. 
and 34 St., NYC. MUrray Hill 3-4000; evenings, 
GRamercy 5-1745. 

MANUSCRIPTS PROFESSIONALLY PRESENTED. Tape 
recordings transcribed. Quality typing at reasonable 
rates. STILLMAN ASSOCIATES. 1278 Third Ave. 
(at 73 St.), NYC. TRafalgar 9-9177. 

MANUSCRIPT TYPING: Intelligent, inexpensive. 
AMBASSADOR OFFICE SERVICE, 17 East 48 St., 
NYC. PLaia 5-1127. 

MANUSCRIPTS TYPED with intelligence and dis
patch. PEGGY SWEET, 424 Madison Ave., NYC. 
PLaia 8-2740. 

ELEANOR KING, literary ogent; books, plays, 
stories, novels, all languages marketed, 19 West 44 
St.. NYC 36. 

WRITERS! TV-MINDED? You do not have to be a 
television writer to write for TV. Outline, plot or 
synopsis will suffice. Write for terms—TODAY! 
MEAD AGENCY, 419 Rourth Ave.. NYC 16. 

WE SELL YOUR MANUSCRIPTS! Literary agents 33 
years. Constructive criticism, editing. New writers 
invited. References: ANITA DIAMANT, The Writers' 
Workshop, Inc., 280 Madison Ave., NYC 16. 

WE PUBLISH, print and distribute your manuscript 
in pamphlet or book form. Send for free folder. 
WILLIAM-FREDERICK PRESS. Pamphlet Distributing 
Co., 313 West 35 St., NYC. LAckawonna 4-0178. 

MANUSCRIPT TYPING SPECIALISTS. Efficient, Eco
nomical, prompt. GLADYS-IRENE LEAHEY, 551 Fifth 
Ave., NYC. MUrray Hill 7-2227. 

TWENTY-THREE IMPORTANT SERVICES for all writ
ers available to members. Write for information. 
NATIONAL WRITERS' CLUB, Denver i, Colorado. 

STORIES, NOVELS, ARTICLES, BOOKS Marketed. 
Highly recommended for publication of fiction and 
nonfiction. Editorially recognixed advice, recommen
dations, editing for revision, sales publication. Un-
established writers assisted. Information available 
before sending manuscripts. LAURENCE ROBERTS, 
LITERARY AGENT, 33 West 42 St., NYC 18. 

GHOSTWRITING ARTICLES. THESES, books, speech
es, revision, NEIL FARBER ASSOCIATES, 1472 Broad
way. Room 612. NYC 18. 

NOVELS, MANUSCRIPTS—typed, mimeographed. 
ROBETTE, 130 West 42 St., NYC. CHickering 4-6238. 

BOOKPLATES 
BORROWED BOOKS come bock to you when 
guarded by an Antioch Bookplate. For free samples 
and catalogue, address ANTIOCH BOOKPLATES, 
P.O. Box 620, Yellow Springs, Ohio. 

CLASSIFIED 

EDUCATION 
FRANK PIERCE JONES, Ph.D., 180 Morlborough St., 
Boston, Massachusetts. Instruction in the F, Matthias 
Alexander Technique of KINAESTHETIC REEDUCA
TION. 

OUT-OF-PRINT 
BOOKS FOUNDl Fast service—reasonable prices. 
Send titles wanted—no obligation. INTERNATIONAL 
BOOKFINDERS, Box 3003-SRL, Beverly Hills, Calif. 

BOOKS LOCATED. No charge for searching. Send 
your wonts. DELTA BOOK SERVICE, 2856 Woodlawn 
Terrace, Memphis, Tennessee. 

ANY BOOK LOCATED. Free catalogue, MID-WEST 
BOOK SERVICE, 4301 Kensington, Detroit 24. Mich. 

THIRTY YEARS of experience PROVES that people 
know WHERE to go for their out of print books. We 
make no extravagant claims! Dept. S. AUDUBON 
BOOK SERVICE, 415 Lincoln Aye., Brooklyn 8, N. Y. 

FRENCH BOOKS 
THE FRENCH BOOKSHOP, 556 Madison Avenue, 
New York's only French bookshop where French 
books ONLY are sold exclusively. Mail-order Cata
logue 30f. 

BOOKS 
THOUSANDS OF BOOKS—Complete stock hard-to-
find books. Established in 1900. CRIST BOOK SHOP, 
381 Wabasha, St. Paul, Minnesota. WE BUY BOOKS. 

"HISTORY NEW LONDON," Caulkins, $7.50. "His
tory Connecticut," Trumbull, $5. THE CRANSTON 
Co., Norwich, Connecticut. 

ATHEIST BOOKS. 32-page catalogue free. TRUTH 
SEEKER Co., 38 Pork Row, NYC 8. 

NAME THE BOOK—WE'LL GET IT! CHICAGO 
BOOK MART. I02I-A Argyle, Chicago 40, Illinois. 

BOOKS ON THE EAST: China, Japan, Siam, Burma, 
India, Central Asia, Persia, Arabia, Egypt, etc. Send 
for catalogues. Established 1920. ORIENTALIA, I I 
East 12 St., NYC 3. 

BOOKS in French, Spanish, Italian, German, Russian. 
Reasonable prices, plus 10% postage. LEE SAN
BORN, IMPORTER, 74 High St., Holyoke, Mas
sachusetts. 

BACK NUMBERS 
MAGAZINES—THOUSANDS -from Dime Novels to 
Fortunes, 1715 to date. "BACK NUMBER" WILKINS, 
Danvers, Massachusetts. 

RECORD MART 
RECORDERS (ENGLISH FLUTES) finest imported 
make. English, Swiss fingerings. $4.50. $8.50 up. 
Recorder music, recorder records. Free catalogue 
R93, HARGAIL, 130 West 56 St.. NYC. 

RARE RECORDS sold, lowly priced. Free lists. Col
lections bought. E. HIRSCHMANN. 100 Duncan Ave., 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 

HI-FI MUSIC for your home. SUPERB SOUND. From 
$650. Write BOHN MUSIC SYSTEMS, 550 Fifth Ave.. 
NYC 36, PLazG 7-8569. 

OPERA OF THE MONTH and OPERA MINIATURES. 
NEW productions of standard operatic literature. 
On vinylite. All speeds. Free literature. Dept. S., 
MUSIC ASSOCIATES, Inc., 1650 Broadway, NYC. 

FONOTIPIA and other rare vocals. Free lists. 
R, WESTHOFF, 931 Geary St., San Francisco 9, 
California. 

Hi-Fi Repair 

ALL MAKES. Factory authorized: Radio Craftsmen, 
Thorens, Collaro, Ekotape and others. SIGMA ELEC
TRIC Co., I I East 16 St., NYC. 

PERSONALS 
DID YOUR ANCESTORS COME FROM EUROPE? 
You have the unquestionoble right to display a 
family Coat of Arms. We will point it In beautiful 
heraldic colors. Our service is authentic and inex
pensive. €end name or names for estimate to 
HERALDRY, P, O. Box 13. Willfamsporf. Pennsyl
vania. 
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