sea as the monsoons break, and wreak
the right and inevitable judgment of
God. All this is changed by Marie.
Like him, she is an outcast. Lacking
a place of her own, she moves in with
Len, who accepts her grudgingly and
marries her finally out of a sense of
obligation. When Marie conceives Len
is brought back to.reality, first by
shock, then more gradually by love.
The book ends on this note of affirma-
tion; the monsoons are breaking and
the child has been born,

Why is it, then, that the book is so
flat? Most probably it is because of
the way Len is handled. What-is par-
“ticularly lacking is that love of char-
acter which one sees so abundantly
in Graham Greene, for example. Len
is treated throughout the book like a
laboratory animal. His feelings are
described, but they are never shared.
One even senses an unconscious ab-
horrence on the part of Miss Godden
for the world Len inhabits. There are
tell-tale lapses of viewpoint. What
it all adds up to is that Miss Godden
wants to wring tears from her audi-
ence while remaining dry-eyed her-

self. Unfortunately, a reading of “The

City and the Wave” offers substantial
proof that it cannot be done.

Fiction Notes

EARLY SIMENONS: Georges Simenon, his
publishers have been complaining, is
“the man without a best seller.” Ap-
parently they have now sought to
change his luck by calling him “Vie-
tor Kosta.” Kosta or Simenon, the
product has the same unmistakable
distinction. “On Land and Sea” (Han-
over House, $3.50) is the title given
to this volume, which contains two
short novels, the French editions of
which evidently date back to 1933 and
1932. Whatever the date of its birth,

“On Land and Sea” is entirely un-

dimmed by the onset of time. The
flawless quality of these -two liitle
gems of suspense is enhanced by the
impeccable services of their trans-
lators: Geoffrey Sainsbury and Stuart
Gilbert.

Of the two tales—called “Danger

Ashore” "and “Danger at Sea”—the
first is perhaps the more exceptional.
It spins out an episode in the life of
Adil Zeki Bey, a lonely Turkish con-
sul at the Black Sea port of Batum.
The time seems to be that of the
Twenties, but the web of horror that
envelops Adil has a high sense of the
immedjate present. Simenon suffuses
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his story with the squalor of the Rus-
sian oil port and the feeling of utter
hopelessness that infects its inhabi-
tants. Adil is dogged by the OGPU,
ignored by the populace, tripped up
by the local bureaucrats. He falls in
love, and the outcome of his attach-
ment is the ghastly climax of a sus-
tained wave of tension.

Whereas “Danger Ashore” is pre-
occupied with the mind of a lonely
man, its companion piece embraces a
more variegated chunk of character
and incident. In an extroverted mood,
Simenon tells an intricate tale of mur-
der and mistaken identity aboard a
Norwegian freighter. That the action
takes a firm clamp on the reader’s
imagination is in large part due to the
novelist’s flair for etching character.
The passengers and crew of the S.S.
Polarlys are motley but memorable.

“On Land and Sea” is vintage stuff
indeed. Maybe Hanover House (which -
is really Doubleday) will give Kosta
(who is really Simenon) a best seller
at last, —MaRTIN LEVIN.

CONTINENTAL DESlGN FOR LIVING: The
ménage & trois seems fated to be used
repeatedly as a symbol of the “‘com-=

plexity” of Europeans as opposed to”
the cultural innocence-of Americans. -
Perhaps in 1903 the situation had its

shock value, but since the immense

horrors of the two world wars this

classic domestic arrangement no long-

er seems desperate enough to epito-

mize the terrible cross-purposes at
work in modern society. In Catherine

Hutter’s latest novel, “The Alien

Heart” (Holt, $3), Robbie, an Ameri-

can boy living on the Riviera with his

mother, believes ‘he has found the

meaning and essence of Continental
living in the glamour and tension of
just such a situation. His mother’s

friend Sophie, an Austrian who has
“married beneath her,” is living al-

ternately and openly with her social-

ist- husband, Eugene, and with her
lover, Victor, an ineipient fascist.
Robbie’s heart is presumably alien-

ated from his more staid homeland
because of Sophie’s superior fascina-

tion. Only when Robbie has seen her,

after the war, ravaged by years of
refugeeliving, does he rencunce the
wickedness of Furope for the elms
of Massachusetts. Excellent political
conversation does much to reinforce
a book whose situation is tenuous and
whose characters are only fitfully
interesting, —Nicoras MonJso.

FATEFUL  VOYAGE: The Katy Dee, in
Gordon Webber’s' “The Far Shore”
(Little, Brown, $3.50), is an ancient
freighter berthed at a rotted pier in
in 1944, She has been
brought from her placid runs in Gulf
waters to take part in the forthcom-



ing invasion of Europe. Her destina-
tion is unknown—call it the Far
Shore, So is her fate, though there are
some sticky rumors that the ten wire
baskets spot-welded in the holds are
eventually to contain enough amatol
1o blow the Katy Dee to an even Far-
ther Shore.

- When time and doubts about their
future hang over the heads of the
men of the Katy Dee’s two crews—
merchant and Navy—they alternate
between nostalgia and jitter. (An ex-
ception is the middling mad old mess-
man Fraker, who is happy enough
taking care of his pet chickens and
listening to the beautiful voices of
imaginary creatures he calls Love-
lies.)

The jitteriness often expends it-
self in brawls, on ship and on shore.
The nostalgia is almost always for a
pastoral past. Life on a farm-may not

be the captain’s paradise (he’s a tough.

veteran of the old Norwegian square-
rigger days who talks like Anna
Christie’s father), but it’s the bosun’s,

mate’s, second mate’s, and third en-’

gineer’s.

~ All men are lonely, says Mr.
Webber, and he writes of men
whose loneliness is made even

more acute by war and the sea,

and who find, some of them, some-
times, that loneliness shared is
loneliness no longer, but love. In at-
mosphere and action “The Far Shore”
is more convincing than it is in char-
acterization and dialogue." Mr. Web-
ber, who tock part in the invasion
and lived for several days in a scut-
tled freighter off Omaha Beach, un-
doubtedly knows men like Lamb and
Lombardo and Rachun and Morgan
and Jarvis and Ball, but there are
many other writers who have knhown
men like them, too, and have written
of them with more drama and depth
(as Monsarrat has written of their
English equivalents).
—MAURICE DOLBIER.

CON-MEN AND SUCH: Kenneth Fearing
has served up clever assortments of
chills. and churls in several previous
books but trips over his own machin-~
ery in his new one, ‘“The Generous
Heart” (Harcourt, Brace, $3). Meant
to be sinister, it is only flashily dull.
Its gears grind; its wheels dizzy rather
than baffle; its wiring sputters rather
than shocks.

The action turns on the attempt of

.a group of unscrupulous confidence

The Criminal Record

The Saturday Review’s Guide to Detective Fact and Fiction

Title and Author kCrime, Place, and Sleuth Summing Up Verdict
THE CAROLINE Resistance alumna (Brit- Literate and exciting tour ~ Large plus
AFFAIR ish) takes psychiatric treat-  includes London, Paris, mark
C. H. Gibbs-Smith ment; doctor learns much. Venice.
(Viking: $2.75) . ] .
A POCKET FULL London tycoon poisoned; = Author’s 59th finds the Smooth as
OF RYE two mote go; Insp. Neele old sleight-of-hand still mellow
Agathie Christie and Miss Marple gét nosey.  operating. port
(Dodd, Mead: $2.75) : '
A SHILLING British movie gal slain; First published, 1936, in Nice
FOR CANDLES Insp. Grant finds payoff in  London, yarn hete makes  bric-a-brac
Josephine Tey barber-shop. US bow.
(Macmillan: $2.50)
THE VICTIM SF lady péychxatnst knock- Roster of suspects not ~ Average
WAS IMPORTANT  ed off; Pvt. Eye Johnny wholly plausible; = pace )
Joe Rayter Powers is called in. not too speedy.
(Scribner: $2.50)- )
TEN PERFECT Ten US fact cases (Roth-  Excellent selection, but Sketchy
CRIMES stein, Black Dahlia, Crater, tteatment is hasty, super-
Hank Sterling Elwell, Brink, ez al) all ficial,
(Stravon: $2) unsolved. .
WAIT LONG, West Coast marine museum  Not too well organized, Plus mark
WAIT STILL locale of dire doings that  but has nice tone; tempo,
Mand M. Thomas dither visiting co-eds. cops.
(Arcadia: $2.50) ] .
SHE WOKE TO Michael Shayne flies to NY . Authot’'s 25th brings in Novelty
DARKNESS - to get his Watson out of  fellow - MWA members; numbet
Brets Halliday murder jam. story within story.
(Torquil: $2.50)
I WAS A HOUSE Retired hotel dick (now Inside view does not boost Honest,
DETECTIVE called security officer) tells - reader’s faith in human  informing
Dev Collans with all, almost. nature. : job

Stewart Sterling
(Dutton: $3)

—~—SERGEANT CUFF.

A literate,

lethal case
of murder for
those who have
always enjoyed
Dorothy Sayers,

«< \
/‘I} \ Michael Innes and
: i Josephine Tey

By EDWARD
CANDY

The Bantwich-Bannister (( )
Children’s Hospital, ’\\
“A Fairyland for Sick =

\
Children,” introduces \ & }

Dr. Fabian Honeychurch and  “gil
Inspector Burnivel of Scotland Yard
to mayhem among the medicos, in the
most delightful mystery find of the season.
$2.50 at all booksellers
® RINEHART & COMPANY + N.Y. 16 mumsmmme
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{50-15000 Cycles}

BEETHOVEN Plﬂvmq

Egmont” and
“"Coriolanus’ Overtures

! RBIZET % BACH &t

“Carmen’’ Suite

ES! Yours FREE—any one of these ma, mﬁcent re-

cordings superbly performed by the celebrated Brit-
ish conductor Walter Goehr and the Netherlands
Philharmonic Orchestra. Take any one free—-—OR you
may have ALL THREE records for ONLY $1!

We make this amazing offer to introduce you to
our superb High Fidelity recordings. We will also
send you our FREE brochure telling how you can
get Sther brilliant recordings of the world’s greatest
music—for less than ONE THIRD the usual retail
price! -

There are no “strings” attached to this generous
offer. But it may have to be withdrawn soon. So
rush coupon right now to Musical Masterpiece So-
ciety, Dept. 54, 250 W, 37th St., New York 19, N, Y,
AN NSRS AR RN
& The Musical Masterpiece Society, Inc.
& Dept. 54, 250 W. 57th S¢.

X New York 19, N.'Y.

Please send L, P. records checked:

n T} BEETHOVEN [J BIZET [ BACH
B NOTE: If you check ONF record, it is FREE—simply W
& enclose 25¢ to help cover cost of specml packing, ship- W
W ping. Xf you check ALL THREE, enclose $1. (WE N
# bey postage.) R
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