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DEFINIT IONS 

A. Common cosmopolitan weed, 
Polygonum avicuiare. 

fi. Fragrant volatile distillate. 

C. What Xenophon's Greek 
soldiers shouted on arriving 
at the Black Sea. 

0. What comes up for the 
winner. 

G. English author, "Tragedy 
of Lord Kitchener," 1921 
(1852-1930). 

P. Undue precipitancy In word 
or action. 

With "best ," official title 
of top dog (comp.). 

Frances Wright's Commu
nity project near Memphis, 
1825-30. 

Describing women's formal 
evening gloves (comp.). 

French portroitist, 1755-
1842; more than twenty of 
Marie Antoinette, etc. 
(comp.). 

Right there (3 wds.}. 

Home port of the whaling 
ship Pequoc/. 

Souse. 

One of the princes entitled 
to take part in choosing the 
Holy Roman Emperor 

Reverberate (comp.). 

Early 18th-cent. Venetian 
violinist and composer, esp. 
of violin concertos. 

By Doris Nash Wor tman 
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Q. Heroine of ' Wuthering 
Heights." 

R. French engineer, founder 
of aerodynamics; designed 
locks for Panama Canal 
(1832-1923). 

S. Describing an area tempo-
rarily marked for exclusion 
of the general public 
(comp.). 

T, Tributary of the upper Hud
son River, its lake, a vi l
lage, on Adirondack peak 
—all very scenic. 

U. Tree gardens. 

V. Having escaped enervating 
influences. 

W. Formula or significant 
phrase used for effect by 
one having only superficial 
knowledge of a subject. 

X. Well-known nursery char
acter thought to have been 
originated by Goldsmith 
(comp.). 

Y. Lake, partly in both Maine 
and N.H., source of Andros
coggin River. 

Z. To reject or mark as 
spurious. 

Z.' Scene of Napoleon's victory 
over the Austrians, 1796, 
in NE Italy. 

Z.^ A "T ra i l " highway 3400 
miles westward from Plym
outh Rock to Seattle, 
Wash. 
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DIRECTIONS 

To iolve this puzzle you 
must guess twenty-odd 
WORDS, the definitions 
of which are given in the 
column headed DEFINI
TIONS. Alongside each 
definition, there is a row 
of dashes—one for each 
letter in the required 
word. When you have 
guessed a word, write it 
on the dashes, and also 
write each letter in the 
correspondingly numbered 
square of the puzzle 
diagram, . . When the 
squares are all filled in, 
you will find that you 
have completed a quota
tion from some published 
work. If read up and 
down, the letters in the 
diagram have no mean
ing. . . Black squares 
indicate ends of words; 
if there is no black square 
at the right side of the 
diagram, the word carries 
over to the next line. . . 
When all the WORDS 
are filled in, their initial 
letters spell the name of 
the author and the title 
of the piece from which 
the quotation has been 
taken. Of great help to 
the solver are this acrostic 
feature and the relative 
shapes of words in the 
diagram as they develop. 

Authority for spellings 
and definitions is Web
ster' s New International 
Dictionary, Second Edi
tion. 

DECEMBER 25, 1954 
Solution of last week's Double-Crostic will be found on page 30 of this issue. 
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EDITOR -^8 

MELBA AND I 
By JOHN BROWNLEE, 
for whom no further iden

tification is necessary, 

save to say that he is, in

deed, the favorite baritone 

of the Metropolitan Opera. 

A S A Y O U N G m a n in Aus t ra l i a , 
/ % h a v i n g w o n a gold m e d a l as 

-^ •*• " C h a m p i o n Vocal is t ," I w a s 
s inging t h e " M e s s i a h " wi th t h e M e l 
b o u r n e P h i l h a r m o n i c Soc ie ty w h e n 
M a d a m e Nel l ie M e l b a a t t e n d e d a p e r 
fo rmance w i t h f r iends , a n d was i n 
t e r e s t ed e n o u g h to c o m e backs t age 
a n d t a lk to m e . " I shou ld go to E u r o p e 
to s t u d y for opera . D i d I h a v e e n o u g h 
m o n e y ! W a s I i n t e i e s t e d e n o u g h t o 
w o r k h a r d , s t u d y l anguages , l e a r n 
r epe r to i r e , a n d c l imb the h a r d road 
to success !" A t t h e e n d of th i s r a p i d -
fire i n q u i r y f rom t h e g r e a t diva I 
m a n a g e d to b l u r t ou t s o m e s o i t of 
b rea th l e s s t h a n k s , m e a n w h i l e s q u e e z 
ing h e r h a n d so h a r d t h a t I h u r t he i ' 
b e c a u s e of t h e r i n g s s h e w a s w e a r i n g . 
M e l b a c r i ed ou t a n d s p a n k e d m e 
soundly . As an a f t e r though t she said, 
h o w e v e r , t h a t s h e loved a firm gr ip . 
Well , t w o y e a r s l a t e r I a r r i v e d in 
L o n d o n , ca l led on Melba , got s o m e 
s o u n d advice , a n d p a c k e d myself off 
to P a r i s , w h e r e m y in tens ive s tud ies 
b e g a n in 1923. 

" T h e w o r d M e l b a h a s c o m e to m e a n 
m o r e t h a n an a r t i s t possessed of p e i -

h a p s t h e m o s t pei 'fect oi-gan of hei ' day . 
I t h a s come to m e a n c r o w d e d a u d i 
ences , d o u b l e d pr ices , l ong p a c k e d 
l ines of m o t o r ca r s a n d ca r r i ages , 
r o w s u p o n r o w s of wa i t ing footmen, 
flowers, emot ions , a go lden superf lu i ty 
of money , a n d t h a t t o u c h of so lemni ty 
wi th wh ich w e ci 'own o u r e n t h u s i a s m . " 

T h e a b o v e w a s w r i t t e n by F i l son 
Y o u n g in 1908, a n d I q u o t e it b e c a u s e 
I h a d a f i r s t - h a n d t a s t e of th i s w o n d e r 
ful ado ra t ion w h e n Melba inv i ted m e 

to s ing w i t h hei ' a t h e r fa rewel l t o 
g r a n d o p e r a at h e r be loved t h e a t r e , 
T h e R o y a l O p e r a H o u s e , C o v e n t G a r 
den , in L o n d o n , J u n e 1926. W h a t a 
n ight on w h i c h to m a k e a d e b u t ! 
Melba ' s las t Mimi , a n d m y first M a r -
cello, a ro le t h a t h a s r e m a i n e d one of 
m y favor i tes t h r o u g h t h e y e a r s . H o w 
can one desc r ibe such a night , w h e n 
the w h o l e of Eng land , f rom t h e Roya l 
family down , h a d c o m e to p a y h o m 
age to a n o t h e r k i n d of q u e e n ! O n e will 
h a r d l y e v e r see s u c h a g a l a x y of 
no tab les a n d so m a n y d i a m o n d t i a r a s 
in a n o p e r a h o u s e aga in . T h e a t m o s 
p h e r e w a s chai 'ged a lmos t b e y o n d e n 
d u r a n c e , a n d a t t he e n d of it all t h e 
ovat ion w i t h al l i ts o v e r t o n e s of love, 
affection, and adora t ion , as only t h e 
cold Engl i sh can bes tow u p o n those 
w h o m t h e y wor sh ip . 

Th i s , too, was t h e closing of an e ra , 
long cal led t h e G o l d e n A g e of Ope ra , 
which it was in m o r e w a y s t h a n one . 
Look ing back , I rea l ize h o w v e r y for 
t u n a t e I w a s to b e ab l e t o p e e p in to 
tha t wor ld , for a l t h o u g h on ly j u s t 
beg inn ing m y c a r e e r I h e a r d a n d 
ming led w i t h m a n y of t h e g r e a t ones , 
at Melba ' s fabu lous p a r t i e s in P a r i s a n d 
London—Bat t i s t i n i , Cha l i ap in , J e a n d e 
Reszke , Te t razz in i , M a r y G a r d e n , 

Outside Melha's liome: Brouniiij 
Jolin Lpnioiiu' (flute). Mr. Brou 

—Courtesy of John Brownlee. 

', Mummery Uenor), Dame Nellie, 
nlee. (Claude Kiiigstone (manager). 
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