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—Ewing Galloiaay. 

Along the Malecon, a seawall roadway, with Mono Castle in the distance. 

HAVANA. 

HERE in Cuba five oranges cost 
five cents (all peeled if you 
wish), people boil bananas, the 

lottery is legal, and there is nothing 
wrong in hissing at a trolley-car' con
ductor, a bus driver, or a waiter 
should you want to attract their a t 
tention. I am not keen about the 

^prospect of eating a boiled banana, 
or for that matter even looking at 
one. And it distresses me somewhat 
to hiss at trolley-car conductors, who, 
along with Buck Rogers and the Boy 
Allies, were my personal heroes some 
decades back. But the idea of hissing 
at a bus driver or a waiter is tempt
ing indeed, and it is a custom I should 
like to import to New York. 

Strolling through the rambling 
open market here one finds, besides 
penny oranges and platanos, the big 
green boilable bananas, such strange 
edibles as malanga and yuca, which 
are roots, and name (they say 
nyamay), which I suspect is the local 
version of a yam. Little stalls will 
keep you from the door of hunger 
with enpuTiadas, which are like pan
cakes or Mexican tacos and are eaten 
with meat or sugar. If you eat one 
without embellishment it becomes a 
chivirico. Also there is the delicacy 
of chicharon, which is the skin of a 
pig, fried and crisp. And lady-finger 
bananas, four for a nickel. And gal-
letas, a cracker big as a flapjack, at 

two cents each. Lottery ' vendors 
sporting an assortment of numbers 
push along the streets interrupting 
for a passing moment the grizzled 
Negro veteran who stands in the slime 
of the market and sings a verse about 
General Maceo, a colored general who 
was a hero of the Cuban movement 
for independence. 

These sights and smells are, I like 
to feel, quite as much a part of Ha
vana as all those things which have 
been palmed off on the tourists these 
many years—the nightclubs, the 
watered perfume, the rum factories 
that sell banana liqueur, the hotels 
that charge Miami prices, Morro 
Castle, aild the signs that get con
fused in their nationality and come 
out "Pickin' Chicken con papitas 
fritas." 

There is no getting around such 
bulwarks of Cuban life as, for in
stance, the cigar. It doesn't matter 
whether one shines shoes on the 
steps on the capitol or signs bills in
side it, if you are a Cuban you are 
usually preceded by ten inches of to 
bacco. Cubans didn't invent cigars, 
which were an old habit of the Sib-
oney Indians, a tribe that used to in
hale tobacco through the nose with 
the aid of a forked stick of bamboo. 
Ladies who go around abhorring ci
gars all the time ought to be thankful 
t h ^ the Siboneys' version didn't last. 
Housewives the country over would 
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E U R O P E 
If you wish to go with a small 
group of congenial companions 
with outstanding tour leadership, 
we have a wide choice of spring 
and summer tours for 1954. 
If you wish to go independently, 
we have a special department to 
assist you in planning and 
completing your Atlantic passage 
and foreign travel arrangements. 

Send for descriptive folders. 

INTERCOLLEGIATE TOURS 
Established 1919 

419 BoylstoD St., Boston, Mass. 

TRAVEL HOW 
TO 

WITHOUT BEING RICH 
If you know ALL the ways of reaching foreign 
countries, you don't need fantastic sums of money in 
order to travel. You could spend $550-$1000 on a one
way luxury steamer ticket to Buenos Aires, or you can 
get there for $97 in tares via bus and rail through 
colorful Mexico, Guatemala, Panama, Colombia, Peru, 
the Andes, etc. 

You could spend $8000 on a luxury cruise around 
the world, or $600 via connecting steamers. You can 
island-hop around the West Indies via plane for several 
hundred dollars—or see the islands more leisurely by 
motor schooner for much, much less. There's hardly a 
place on earth you can't reach for less if you know all 
the travel ways. 

Norman Pord, founder of the Globetrotterj-Club and 
America's top expert on low-cost travel, has gathered 
into one handy book dozens upon dozens of specific 
travel routings to all parts of the world—Mexico, South 
America, Europe, Africa and the Mediterranean, the 
Par East, Australia, the South Seas, etc.—so that you 
can see more at prices you can afford by combining 
freighter, liner, rail, bus, plane, and other competing 
services. 

"Over and over again he proves that you can travel 
now—that you don't have to wait for some far-off day 
when you've saved much more money. 

$1 brings you his guide, "Foreign Lands at Stay-
at-Home Prices," plus two other priceless reports: 

1. LANDS IN THE SUN. Where to stay a while, 
even retire, tn Mexico, the West Indies, and 
other lands to the South, where the dollar buys so 
much more. 

2. PBEIGHTEK LIFE. Your introduction to the 
one way to travel almost anywhere in the world— 
via passenger carrying freighter—for as little as 
you'd spend at a resort. 

A really big $1 worth. Money back, of course, if not 
satisfied. Don't write a letter. For your copies of all 3 
guides simply send $1 with name and address to " 3 
TRAVEL GUIDES," H A R I A N PUBblOATIONS, 20 
CONCOURSE, GREENLAWN (LONG ISLAND), 
N. Y. 
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CRUISE 
YOUR WAY TO EUROPE 

MAASDAM 
M A Y 1 2 ] . fo MADEIRA • NORTH AFRICA • SPAIN 
from New York / PORTUGAL • NORTHERN EUROPE 

A new and delightful approach to a European vacation. Enjoy a full 
cruise program with all the trimmings—on the popular MAASDAM, noted 
for good food, good fun and good fellowship. 

Warm, welcome Spring unfolds en route to semi-tropical Funchal, on 
the fascinating island of Madeira; mysterious Casablanca, Morocco; Cadiz 
in warm, southern Spain; and exquisite Lisbon, capital of sunny Portugal. 

The cruise terminates at Southompton or Rotterdam. Your return passage 
is included on any Holland-America ship during 1954, with certain limi
tations in August and September. ~^&k ! 

Book early with your TRAVEL AGENT 

9 Broadway, New York 6, New York 
Offices in Principal Cities 

26 Days: Rates from $495 

VIS 

Travel truly becomes an experience in Berlin. Here on 
this safe and civilized island, the contrast between 
two worlds comes into sharp focus. West Berlin with 
the comfort and luxury of modern hotels, brilliant 
cultural events, spectacular night life, smart and 
sophisticated shops is symbolized by the Freedom 
Bell, "donated by the American people to the sturdy 
and courageous inhabitants of the city. 

Come, enjoy the exciting atmosphere in this out
post of Western civilization—the only great city in 
the world where you can get a peek behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

Exdellent air connections from every part of U. S. 
and Europe.-No visa or special permit required for 
American citizens.' ' _ 

Ask your Travel Agent or write for literature to: 

GERMAN TOURIST INFORMATION OFFICE 
Dept. N-6, Box 259, Grand Central Sta., N.Y. 17, N.Y. 

VERKEHRSAMT, BERLIN-7>8 Fasanenstrasse 

be saying things like, "Herman, you 
take that cigar out of your nose and 
come here this instant." And heavens 
knows what it would have meant to 
Groucho Marx. 

Well, the Siboneys and their crazy 
cigars are all on view in Havana's 
cigar factory, not to mention a plaster 
cast of Sir Walter Raleigh and two 
live gentlemen and one live lady who 
make cigars before your eyes. The 
lady unfolds the leaves and the gen
tlemen roll them into cigars, a proc
ess which takes each man three min
utes and fifty-six seconds per cigar. 
Spit, which e.veryone agreed some 
years back was a horrid word, is no 
longer used in cigar making, at least 
not in those made in the public view. 
An antiseptic paste has been intro
duced instead. A full line of cigars 
is sold at the cigar factory, by the 
rarest of coincidences, and.prices are 

' said to be almost one half of what 
they are in the U. S. One should 
be cautioned not to buy the cheroots 
manufactured for local consumption, 
which resemble black Roman candles 
and when lighted give off all the bou
quet of a smoke flare. Cubans can 
smoke these cigars because they take 
several cups of cafe negro each day, 
or so I have been told by a local 
authority. Cafe negro is a thimbleful 
of tar-flavored ink sweetened to the 
consistency of molasses with Cuban 
sugar. "Clears the thrdat," my source 
says, and I believe he means of 
larynx, epiglottis, trachea, esophagus, 
and other paraphernalia not absolutely 
essential to the inhaling of cigai^. 

Havana's greatest tourist monu
ment is quite likely Sloppy Joe's, a 
saloon that has stood in great favor 

The Bargain. 
By Ogden Nash 

AS I was going to St. Ives 
XIL I met a man with seven 

lives; 
Seven lives, 
In seven sacks. 
Like seven beeves 
On seven racks. 
These seven lives 
He offered to sell, , 
But which was best 
He wouldn't tell. 
He swore that any 
Would make me happy 

forever; 
I bought all seven 
And thought I was clever. 
His parting words 
I can't forget: 
Forever 
Isn't over yet. 
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