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GERMANY 

Enigma of the West 

'"''Toward Understanding Ger­
many," by Robert H. Lowie (Uni­
versity of Chicago Press. 396 pp. $6), 
is an anthropologist's attempt to ex­
plain the nature of the most controver­
sial of modern peoples. Our reviewer, 
Saul K. Padover, is dean of the School 
of Politics, New School for Social Re­
search and the author of "Experiment 
in Germany," an account derived from 
his special mission to Germany for the 
War Department in 1946. 

By Saul K. Padover 

ROBERT H. LOWIE's "Toward Un­
derstanding Germany" is of con­

siderable interest for at least two rea­
sons. First, it is an objective appraisal 
of the Germans, their character and 
patterns of behavior. Secondly, it ap ­
plies the methods of ethnology to an 
historic, highly developed, modern 
people. Hence it offers the reader 
something of an intellectual challenge. 

Mr. Lowie, at present professor 
emeritus of the University of Califor­
nia, is a distinguished anthropologist 
who has now used his great learning 
and the techniques of his craft to ex­
plore the ways of a n on-primitive so­
ciety. As a good scientist, he has gone 
to many varied sources for his data. 
He has used diaries, novels, autobi­
ographies, poetry, biography, and his­
tory to trace the essential traits of 
the Germans. The subjects he investi­
gates include: German particularism, 
class structure, family, anti-Semitism, 
Nazism, and democracy. All of these 
topics he has approached ethnologi-
cally, that is to say, with an eye to 
separating what is universally human 
from what is distinctly German. "It 
is my conviction," he says in the chap­
ter explaining his method, "that much 
of what is popularly conceived as 
German is in reality either generically 
human or Occidental or Continental 
European." 

Professor Lowie makes it clear at 
the outset in this study of one of the 
most complex and controversial peo­
ples in the world today, that he is 
taking no sides and passing no judg­
ments. Indeed, he expresses scorn for 
any moralizing. For the ethnologist 
must be above the battle. "He is," he 
writes, "a scientist, whose business is 
not to pass moral judgments but to 

describe and, as far as possible, to 
explain the segment of reality under 
discussion. What would be thought of 
a modern zoologist who should de­
nounce the wickedness of a rat t le­
snake?" The obvious answer is, of 
course, that there is no record of any 
rattlesnakes causing world wars and 
systematic murder. 

Despite this strange delusion that, 
under the guise of "science," it is pos­
sible to study mankind without moral 
judgments, "Toward Understanding 
Germany" really contains much ma­
terial to justify the title. At the very 
least. Professor Lewie's ethnological 
approach helps to correct many mis­
conceptions about the Germans. It 
also brings out, explains, or reem-
phasizes traits in the German charac­
ter which had long been a puzzle to 
outside observers. 

"I state explicitly," he warns, "that, 
of course, Germans were not innately 
incapable of gentlemanliness and that 
actually many Germans were and are 
gentlemen. But because there was no 
established norm of gentlemanliness, 
members of all classes . . . were regu­
larly capable of attitudes, judgments, 
and demeanor that are inconceivable, 
or at least of pathological rarity, on 
comparable levels elsewhere." 

Similarly, Professor Lowie gives a 
sound and balanced account of the 
German family, whose patriarchical 
authoritarianism has been blamed by 
many writers for militarism and des­
potism. The theory was that because 
the German father was a despot at 
home, the German child grew up to 
accept political or military tyranny in 
public life. Professor Lowie demol­
ishes this thesis with a mountain of 
data. He points out (1) that a patr i­
archical family structure existed in 
other lands (France, for example) and 
yet it did not lead to political despo­
tism, and (2) the picture of the Ger­
man father as "the incarnation of 
fiendish brutality" was a fantastic dis­
tortion of reality. 

"Whatever one may say about him," 
Professor Lowie quotes the French 
ambassador, Frangois-Poncet, as wri t ­
ing in 1913, "the German is not by 
nature a warrior. He is a man who 
delights in family life and demonstra­
tive friendships. He wants only to 
work and to secure well-being for 
himself and his kind. Having done his 
work, he takes his pleasure going to 
the beer garden and, of a Sunday, 

taking a long walk with his family," 
Regarding anti-Semitism, the au­

thor also follows in the path of bal­
ance. He notes the existence of anti-
Semitism and its roots in the past, but 
denies that the Germans are innately 
anti-Jewish, as Richard Wagner has 
charged. Even before Hitler, anti-
Semitism existed in Gei-many, but so 
did philo-Semitism. Professor Lowie 
cites a number of historic and actual 
examples of successful and cordial ac­
ceptance of Jews in the German 
Christian community. He rightly r e ­
minds us that even under Hitler 
many Germans were friendly to Jews 
and that not all the leading Nazis were 
anti-Semitic (Doenitz and Goei-ing, 
for example, were not) . Hitler was 
the towering and murderous excep­
tion. It was he who imposed his ag­
gressions upon the others. 

All this is, of course, true. Never­
theless, this is an explanation that 
hardly explains. Intolerance has ex­
isted, and does exist in other lands, 
but it does not necessarily lead to sys­
tematic and scientifically organized 
mass slaughter. Why did it happen in 
Germany? Why on such a scale? How 
was it possible? What was there in 
the German society that gave birth 
to such a cancer? 

H, LERE, indeed, is the fundamental 
failure of Professor Lowie's method. 
To write about a highly organized 
political society without an analysis 
of politics is to have the proverbial 
"Hamlet" without Hamlet. The eth­
nological approach not only eschews 
values; it also results in a curiously 
static picture. It gives us silhouettes, 
and not the whole man. Man—par­
ticularly man in society—is most pe­
culiarly a political animal; he is not 
an exhibit in an anthropological m u ­
seum. He can be understood only as 
a being who lives and operates on 
many levels of feeling, emotion, 
thought, habit, and belief. Especially 
belief. He lives on and with values, 
whether they are noble or ignoble, 
virtuous or criminal. In any modern 
society, especially an industrial soci­
ety, man is also subject to the strains, 
stresses, and influences of the eco­
nomic system. This involves almost 
constant movement and change. In 
sum, applying ethnological techniques 
to an urban, historically-conditioned, 
highly industrial, technological mod­
ern society is to take the dynamism 
out of the dynamo. It is perhaps pos­
sible to study primitive society in 
this way, but in this reviewer's opin­
ion the method is not fruitful when 
applied to a developed modern cul­
ture. Nevertheless, "Toward Under­
standing Germany" is to be warmly 
recommended for its many important 
and solid observations. 
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the greatest domestic achievement of 
his Administration, the Hepburn Act, 
he bargained away tariff reform to 
obtain railroad regulation. 

Conservative though he may have 
been, he anticipated both Wilson and 
the second Roosevelt in his insistence 
that the national government should 
use its power to restrain corporate 
greed, while at the same time encour­
aging both labor and farmer organiza­
tions to work outside the government 
toward the same worthy end. In for­
eign policy he saw clearly the anach­
ronism of American isolation, and 
unhesitatingly, at Algeciras and else­
where, used the weight of the United 
States to help balance the interna­
tional scales. He was at his worst in 
dealing with Latin America, but the 
steps he took had strong bipartisan 
popular support. He was a national­
ist, not an isiternationalist, but he was 
convinced (and who is to say he was 
wrong?) that the United States must 
exert its strength unsparingly outside 
its borders to help keep the world at 
peace. 

This is the right kind of book about 
T. R. Mr. Blum is not one of the "in­
cense-swingers," but neither is he one 
of the snide critics of a later time who 
judged Roosevelt by their own age 
and not by his. Nor does he tire us 
by repeating the facts we already 
know so well; the book is an inter­
pretation, not another biography. And 
it is convincing. Most readers will 
agree with the author that when 
Roosevelt is finally weighed he will 
not be found wanting. 

Who's a Loser? 

"General Jo Shelby, Undefeated 
Rebel,'' by Daniel O'Flaherty (Uni­
versity of North Carolina Press. 437 
pp. $6), is a biography of the Confed­
erate general ivho refused to fight the 
Civil War as if it were a tournament 
of roses. Our revieiver, Bruce Catton, 
is the Washington newspaperman 
whose book, "A Stillness at Appomat­
tox," won last year's National Book 
Award in non-fiction. 

By Bruce Cat ton 

THE REAL trouble with the South­
ern Confederacy may have been 

that its principal leaders tried too 
consistently to live up to the roman-
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