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statements in the novel. When the
reader is finished with it he is neither
illuminated as to the moral issues of
our times, nor entertained, but only
mystified. “Midnight Patient” is, in-
deed, “a most unusual book.”

Notes

TROUBLE IN PEKING: To his list of novels
about lost causes Peter Bourne now
adds a fictional account of the Boxer
Uprising, In a cheerfully purple style,
halfway between Sax Rohmer and
Burton Holmes, Mr. Bourne dilates
on the intricate charm of old Peking:
“a fabulous and fantastic city of con-
trasts, a never-never land constructed
by sybarites and slaves for potentates
and poets; an incredible haven of Ce-
lestial peace and cruel poverty, of
voluptuous langor and verminous lice;
a legendary fairyland of color and
culture, ceremony and customs. In
other words . ..” .

Mr. Bourne has plenty of other
words left in “Twilight of the Dragon”
(Putnam, $3.95) with which to de-
seribe the chaotic summer of 1900,
when the society of Righteous Har-
mony Fists stormed the foreign lega-
tion of Peking in an attempt to eradi-
cate the Foreign Devils. Mr. Bourne’s
novel attributes the failure of the
Boxers to attain their objective, partly
to the efforts of one Wen Chin, a
Christian Chinese who infiltrated the
Forbidden City in search of an ab-
ducted lady friend. “Twilight of the
Dragon” is at its best when it de-
scribes the exploits of Mr. Wen as he
slithers perilously about the palace
grounds, collecting military informa-
tion and keeping a watchful eye on
his beloved. Though his plot is almost
as labyrinthine as the map of Peking
itself, Mr. Bourne unravels his story
with unfailing skill—shifting dexter-
ously between the palace of the Dow-
ager Empress and the legation com-
pounds, and giving the reader a
generous view of the complex hos-
tilities. ~—MaARTIN LEVIN.

THE WORLD OF THE ENGINE ROOM: Stan-
ley Wolpert's “Aboard the Flying
Swan” (Scribner, $3.75) is something
refreshing: a first novel with a plot,
and with a hero who does things with
his hands as well as with his psyche.
Bob Williams, a young marine engi-
neer who has been on the beach for
three years, ships out again as third
assistant on the Flying Swan, an
American freighter. Because he has
impulsively run away from dull jobs
and uncertain love, ashore, he finds
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" himself aboard ship a few hours be-

fore sailing time, scheduled to take
the midwatch in her engine room, and
utterly ignorant of the intricacies of
throttles, valves, and gauges that he
once knew so well. Gradually, with
the help of an unschooled old Russian
fourth engineer, he gets enough of a
grip on the job to stand his watch
capably. He soon realizes, though, that
he is learning more than that from old
Nicolai Karenkov; he is learning what
it ‘is to work with his hands, to use
wrenches, lathes, and drills.

But a ship at sea is a microcosm,
and the forces of evil are well repre-
sented on the Flying Swan. Fred
Becker, the chief engineer, is an unc-
tuous old bandit who never goes near
the engine room except to man his
emergency station. Becker steals ten
thousand dollars’ worth of the ship’s
generator spare parts to sell in Bra-
zil, taking the reasonable chance that
no breakdown will occur before he
has a chance to buy new ones.

Much of the trip is occupied with
Becker’s Machiavellian maneuverings
as he tries to pin the theft on vari-
ous members of his department, and
with Bob’s discovery, of what it means
to be devoted mind and soul fo ma-
chinery for its own sake.

You find little of the sea itself in
this novel, but that is as it should be.
The engineers spend most of their
time in the engine room, in the sack,
or drunk ashore. Mr. Wolpert ably
evokes the manic gaiety of their lib-
erties in South American ports, and
the heat, noise, and sweat of their
life aboard ship. It is not often now-
adays that such competent literary
recognition is given to the men who
tend the fire in the heart of a ship
and lead its power into turbines and
propellers, —Tromas E. CooNEy.
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no one asserts that there will be any
liberty left in the wreckage of such
a war. To what, then, do we look
for survival? To a continuation of
empty assumptions based on physical
strength alone, strength that hypno-
tizes us more than it frightens the
enemy? Or should we assert our
sanity and look to a grand mobiliza-
tion of human intelligence and the
human spirit in creating the condi-
tions of justice and enforceable law?
A determined campaign of leadership
behind a great idea can yet save the
United Nations—the idea to federate
it and to give it responsible powers
which could not easily be thwarted
or blocked.

The fact that Soviet Russia would
oppose a better UN. is relevant but
not controlling. We are not obligated
to advocate only those measures
which we are certain the Soviet
would approve. Our job is to identify
ourselves with the ideas that make
sense and that have a good chance of
giving us moral and political leader-
ship in the world. If that leadership
is strong enough, Soviet Russia will
have to oppose not only what we want
but what most of the others want.
And, right now, what we want doesn’t
seem to impress the rest of the world,
largely because we don’t seem too
sure of it ourselves.

During the Second World War an
American cruiser became engaged in
a night battle against Japanese war-
ships. When the action began the
captain of the American cruiser had
nothing but contempt for the new-
fangled gadgets such as radar for
locating the enemy. He ordered his
crew to ignore the radar and turn on
the searchlights. The captain’s empty
assumption of strength-—an assump-
tion that was correct only one war
earlier—resulted in the short-order
death of 105 men on that cruiser.

Treaties and coalitions are the
world’s old standbys that are as obso-
lete and dangerous as searchlights on
cruisers for war purposes. To be up
to date, which is to say, to be prop-
erly equipped for survival, we must
understand that military might today
is important only as part of a powerful
policy seeking the fulfilment of a great
idea.  The moment armed force be-
comes the whole show or even domi-
nates it it becomes a monstrous lia-
bility. The battle in the world today
is not solely one between two antag-
onistic concepts. The battle primarily
is to sustain life on earth and make it
purposeful. This battle must be rec-
ognized and understood before it can
be won. —N.C.
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isn't sufficient. After reading these
three hundred pages plus the sixty-
<ix pages of notes and citations. it is
hard to see how this vital and stimu-
lating topic can be reduced to such
pedestrian levels.

Facts, documentation, the radio in
sport, the church in sport, industry
and sport, the newspapers and sport,
the government and recreation, race
velations and sport, international
sport—it’s all detailed. Somehow there
doesn’t seem much behind it.

FOR one hardly needs three hundred
pages of text at this date to realize
that “colleges and universities, in the
process of fostering intercollegiate
athletics, have wittingly or unwitting-
Iy become .engaged in the field of
professional entertainment.” Certain-
ly, agreed. But how did we ever get
there? Could it have been prevented?
Why, for instance, are men’s athletics
commercialized and women’s not?
“America demands a winner.” Grant-
ed; but why? The Turks don't;
neither do the French or the Swedes;
they all seem to be civilized peoples.
Were we always this way? Doubtless
1ddy-Biddy Basketball has its place in
the body politic; but how about this
whole athletic mess? Has our intense
zeal for competition any correlation
with our overcrowded mental hospi-
tals?

What is the influence, good or bad,
of high-school basketball upon Rich-
mond, Indiana? How does our genius
for organization express itself in
sports, and is it different from the
way we organize for war? What effect
has our temperament had upon our
leisure-time activities, what makes our
athletes turn sour when they lose
abroad as our Davis Cup team did re-
cently in Australia? Why in our or-
ganized sport is so much done for the
few, so little for the many?

Perhaps this is unfair. Maybe one
shouldn’t ask a book to contain de-
ductions, implications, and conclu-
sions which to the authors may seem
trivial and unimportant. If so, my
apologies. But in that event, there is
still a vital and purposeful volume to
be written on the place of sports and
recreation in our national life. It
would demand the genius with words
of Jimmy Cannon, the historical touch
of Samuel E. Morison, the sociological
background of the late Eduard C.
Lindeman, and the synthesizing talent
of Stuart Chase. Plus the time, energy,
and labor of a researcher for Time,
Inc. No such person, alas, exists today.
He will, however, sometime.
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LITERARY SERVICES

MANUSCRIPT TYPING SPECIALISTS. Excellence
guaranteed. GLADYS-IRENE LEAHEY, 7 Park Ave.
(34 St.), NYC. MUrray Hill 6-4444,

CLASSIFIED
BACK NUMBERS

MAGAZINES—Over a thousand titles and a million
issues. "'BACK NUMBER" WILKINS, Danvers, Mass.

OUT-OF-PRINT

ANY BOOK LOCATED. Free Catalogue. MID-WEST
BOOK SERVICE, 4301 Kensington, Detroit 24, Mich.

COMPLETE STOCK—One of the largest Buyers,
Sellers of hard-to-find books in the world, Founded
1900, CRIST BOOK SHOP, 38! Wabasha, St. Paul,
Minnesota.

FIND IT AT BARNES & NOBLE. Over a million
books. Free search faciiities. For 80 years one of
the world's largest bookstores, Dept. L. BARNES &
NOBLE, Inc., 105 Fifth Ave. (18 St.), NYC 3.

SEND YOUR LIST of book wants. Pianarosa, 20 Dun-
ham Street, Pittsfield, Massochusetts.

MANUSCRIPTS typed intelligently,
sonably. MIMEOGRAPHING—yes!
CASTER, Hotel Vanderbilt (NYC).
3-4000, Ext. 55.

‘promptly, rea-
MIRIAM  LAN-
MUrray Hill

MANUSCRIPT TYPING: Intelligent,
AMBASSADOR OFFICE SERVICE,
NYC. PLaza 5-1127.

inexpensive.
17 East 48 St.,

STORIES, NOVELS, ARTICLES, BOOKS Marketed.
Highly recommended for publication of fiction and
nonfiction. Editorially recognized advice, recommen-
dationsy editing for revision, sales, publication, Un-
established writers assisted. Information available
before sending manuscripts. LAURENCE ROBERTS,
LITERARY AGENT, 33 West 42 St., NYC (8.

ELEANOR KING, literary agent;
stories, novels; all languages marketed.
St., NYC 36.

books, plays,
19 West 44

TWENTY-THREE iMPORTANT SERVICES for all' wrif-
ers available to members. Write for information.
NATIONAL WRITERS' CLUB, Denver 6, Colorado.

THIRTY YEARS of experience PROVES that people
know WHERE to go for their out of print books. We
make no extravagant claims! Dept S. AUDUBON
BOOK SERVICE, 415 Lincoln Ave., Brooklyn 8, N. Y.

SCOTLAND YARD has nothing on [Internationatl
Bookfinders, Let us track down those books for you!
Box 3003-E, Beverly Hills, California.

NAME THE BOOK—We'll Get It! Chicago Book-
mart, Chicago 46, lllinois.

BOOKS LOCATED. No charge for searching. Send
your wants, DELTA BOOK SERVICE, 2856D Woodlawn
Terrace, Memphis, Tennessee.

BOOKS

EXTENSIVE STOCK OF SCHOLARLY BOOKS—Lit-
erature, etc, Catalogues issued. PYETELL's BOOK-
SHOP, 333 Fifth Ave., Pelham 65, N. Y

MANUSCRIPTS TYPED for publication. PEGGY
SWEET, 424 Madison Ave., NYC. PLaza 8-2740.

WE PUBLISH, print, and distribute your manuscript
in pamphlet or book form. Send for free folder.
WILLIAM FREDERICK PRESS, 313 West 35 St., NYC.

PUBLICITY for writers {since 1946). DICK TAPLINGER,
119 West 57 St., NYC. PLaza 7-7770

MSS. REVISED, TYPED PROFESSIONALLY by free-
lance editor, wide publishing experience. Research,
proofreading, indexing. KAHN, UNiversity 4-3101.
Box P-970.

MANUSCRIPTS TYPED, ALL FORMS. Theses,
Plays. MSS. delivery all publishers.
writing, speeches, theses, all
SERVICE, 7 East 42 St

Books,
Editing, ghost-
subjects. WRITERS'
NYC. MUrray Hill 7-5650.

GERMAN TRANSLATION SERVICE, all types ma-
terial, Neat, reliable. Box T-539.

MANUSCRIPTS TYPED, 10¢ per 100 words.
MORGAN, 814 Sunset, Benton, Arkansas.

FRENCH BOOKS

THE FRENCH BOOKSHOP, 556 Madison Avenve,
New York's only French bookshop where French
books ONLY are sold exclusively. Mail-order Cata-
logue 40¢.

LEROY

BOOKPLATES

SAVE 50% to 80%. SEND for FREE bargain cata-
logue No. 385-SR. UNION LIBRARY ASSOCIATION,
123 East 24 St., NYC 0.

NEW AND SECOND HAND BOOKS in or out of
print, If it's a book, we may have it. MENDOZA'S,
15 Ann St., NYC 38, Oldest old book shop in NYC.

THE WIZARDRY OF WORDS, inspiring handbook
which agitates your imagination, praised by writers,
editors, educators, $1. A. C, Belden, 394 Pacific Ave.,
San Francisco |1, California.

ATHEIST BOOKS, 32-page catalogue free. TRUTH-
SEEKER Co., 38 Park Row, NYC 8.

LANGUAGES

LINGUAPHONE MAKES LANGUAGES EASY. At
home learn to speak French, Spanish, German,
Japanese, Modern Greek—quickly, naturaily—29
languages available by Linguaphone, World's
Standard Conversational Method. You learn by
tistening—it's like living in another country. Send
for FREE Book. Call for FREE Demonstration, LIN-
GUAPHONE INSTITUTE, 2609 RCA Building, NYC 20.
Clrcle 7-0829.

ART

PAINTED IN ITALY—beautifu! oil portrait from your
photograph. Free brochure. RENICK, 219 Rosemary
Lane, Philadelphia 19.

FREE CATALOGUE: Scores of beautiful designs.
Address BOOKPLATES, Yellow Springs, Ohio.

RECORD MART

RARE RECORDS sold, lowly priced. Free lists. Col-
lections bought. E. HIRSCHMANN, 100 Duncan Ave.,
Jersey City, New Jersey,

RECORDERS (ENGLISH FLUTES) finest imported
make. English, Swiss fingerings. $4, $6, $7.50 up.
Recorder music, recorder records. Free co?alogue
R94. HARGAIL, 130 West 56 St., NYC.

WORLD'S LEADING PRODUCER of Authentic Folk
Music on Records, Write for free catalogue to:
FOLKWAYS RECORDS, 17 West 46 St., NYC.

PERSONALS

ABC SHORTHAND IN ONE WEEK. $2 Returnable.
ZINMAN, 215-S West 91, NYC 24,

CHARMING, EXCLUSIVE GRAMERCY PARK—Aft-
tractive l-room studio suites with full hotel service.
PARKSIDE HOTEL, 18 Gramercy Park South, NYC.
Transients from 33 Attractive weekly- monfhly rates.
GRamercy 5-6000.

BRITISH, European, Nazi medals, private collection,
$2 for lists. Kingston, 3224-22 Avenue West, Seattle,
Washington.
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