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souls , first, second, a n d s t e e r a g e class, 
for N e w Y o r k . H e a v y seas cause t h e 
c o a l - p o r t s t o l e a k a n d t h e f i r e - rooms 
ge t a w a s h . T h e p u m p s a r e choked 
a n d t h e p r e s s u r e d rops . I t is i m p o s ­
s ib le to k e e p h e r fires going. Yet , in 
sp i te of h e r condi t ion . C a p t a i n G o d d e 
a n s w e r s t h e cal l f rom a d i sab led I t a l ­
i an f re ighter , ge ts h is sh ip aci 'oss big 
waves , and , b e c a u s e of h i s d i sab led 
engine , is u n a b l e t o r i g h t h e r . L i f e ­
b o a t s spil l h u n d r e d s of p a s s e n g e r s 
in to t h e sea, t h e Canope capsizes , b u t 
G o d d e is s a v e d a long w i t h h i s second 
m a t e , b y a s i s t e r sh ip , t h e Virginia. 
W e h e a r all th i s in a conve r sa t i on 
b e t w e e n t h e second m a t e of t h e Ca­
nope a n d t h e cap t a in of t h e Virginia. 
J u s t w h y a c o m m a n d e r p e r m i t s a s e c ­
ond m a t e t o te l l t h e s t o ry w h i l e t h e 
cap ta in is ac tua l ly on b o a r d — i n fact, 
is o v e r h e a r i n g m u c h of i t—is s o m e ­

t h i n g t h a t m a k e s no sense to th is 
r ev i ewer . In fact t h e r e a r e so m a n y 
t echn ica l puzz les in th i s b o o k t h a t 
t h e r e is no space to e n u m e r a t e t h e m . 
T h e s e , it is t r u e , m a y b e t h e r e su l t 
of t h e t r a n s l a t i o n f rom t h e F r e n c h , 
a se r ious h a z a r d w h i c h a n y E u r o ­
p e a n nove l i s t m u s t face. F a m o u s w r i t ­
e r s a r e l u c k y in th i s r e g a r d : t h e y 
get t h e good ones . S m a l l fry a r e less 
fo r tuna t e . T h e i r books often c o m e 
to u s " t r a n s l a t e d " in t h e sense t h a t 
Q u i n c e uses t h e w o r d w h e n h e d e ­
scr ibes B o t t o m — a n d t h a t is w h a t a p ­
p a r e n t l y h a s h a p p e n e d to Mr . P e i s -
son 's novel . — W I L L I A M M C F E E . 

COMING OF AGE IN PARIS: T h e h e r o of 
P e g g y M a n n ' s first nove l , "A Room in 
Pa r i s " ( D o u b l e d a y , $3.95), is a v e t e r a n 
of N o r m a n d y , St . Lo , a n d B a s t o g n e 
w h o is f inancing his a r t c lasses on 
t h e G.I. Bil l . B u t h e is k i n to t h e e x ­
p a t r i a t e of t h e T w e n t i e s , h a v i n g a 
b e a r d , a cold room, a n d a c o n t e m p t 
for A m e r i c a . I n t h e P a r i s i a n cafes h e 
t a lk s a r t , soul , f reedom, a n d love, 
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THE TRAGEDY AT 
ROAD-HILL 

HOUSE 
Yseult Bridges 

(Rinehart: |3.50) 

Full-length treatment of 
famous Constance Kent 
case (England, 1860); log­
ical new solution offered. 

Did 16-year-old miss cut Devotees 
4-year-old step-brother's will eat it 
throat; Inspector Which- up. 
ex said yes. 

DANGERLINE 
T. Morris Longslreth 

(MacmiUan; $2.75) 

Penn. farm youth on Ber­
lin visit finds pal in Reds' 
hands; beards bears in den. 

Adult, fast-moving yarn Lively and 
will also appeal to alert intelli-
teen-agers. gent. 

BURNT OFFERING 
Richard and Frances 

Lockridge 
(Lippincott: $2.50) 

Capt. Heimrich, NY state 
police, attends town-meet­
ing, fire; crisp corpse raises 
doubts. 

Setting, characters sound: In the 
action smooth, with loud groove, 
payoff. 

A KIND OF 
MISFORTUNE 
Richard Parker 

(Scribner: $2.75) 

Delayed-fuse murder (p. 
134) dithers whimsical 
population of English vil­
lage. 

Entertainment content Plus 
high, but profusion of mark, 
characters is mild nui­
sance. 

THE SILVER 
COBWEB 

Ben Benson 
(Mill-Morrow: 

12.75) 

Ralph Lindsey, nice Mass. 
state trooper, nabs killer in 
Chap. I; plenty action left. 

Usual air of competence, 
authenticity; could do 
without love angle. 

Superior. 

FALSE COLORS 
Richard Powell 
{S,8(S: $2.50) 

Phila. art dealer's nose for 
phony pix brings smell of 
trouble, killings. 

Customary urbanity and Jolly and 
zip in this highly pig- jaunty, 
mented number. 

DEATH IN LILAC 
TIME 

Frances Crane 
(Random: $2.75) 

Gadding Abbotts (Pat, 
Jean) pause in Kentucky 
long enough to solve mur­
ders. 

Highway cops do heavy 
work; first-to-third person 
shift unhappy. 

So-so. 

NO 
THOROUGHFARE 

Denise Egerlon 
(Coward-McCann: 

$3) 

Cornish village scene of 
look-alike substitution to 
lay family ghost. 

Hero's blindness a factor; Too much 
eavesdropping abounds. luggage. 

THE BEST OF 
THE PIPS 

Various authors 
(Baker St. Irregs., 

RED 1, Morristown, 
N.J.: $3.50) 

Papers (and poems even) 
glossing text of Sherlock 
Holmes's feats, 15 contri­
butions strong. -

Noble addition to grow- Tops for 
ing literature of studies special-
of the master. ists. 

—SERGEANT C U F F . 

a n d t h e n love comes in to h i s life in 
t h e fo rm of one J a n e t Wel les , a c lean , 
c l e a r - e y e d gir l w i t h a j o b i n W a s h ­
ing ton a n d w i t h a t e m p o r a r y E G A 
a s s i g n m e n t in F r a n c e . His feel ing for 
J a n e t forces h e r o S t a n l e y t o face 
s o m e rea l i t i es h e does no t w a n t t o 
face: h i s i n a d e q u a t e t a l en t a n d h i s 
r e t r e a t in to a w o r l d w h e r e b e i n g a 
fa i lure does no t show. U l t i m a t e l y h e 
s h a v e s off t h e b e a r d , sheds t h e pose , 
a n d comes b a c k h o m e a b e t t e r m a n . 
A s a look a t A m e r i c a n b o h e m i a n s in 
P a r i s , Miss M a n n ' s s t o ry r i ngs t r u e , 
a fact w h i c h is a p r e t t y good a c c o m ­
p l i s h m e n t for a first nove l . 

— L U C I L L E SCHULBERG. 

TRIBULATIONS OF A TAR: A n n e d e T o u r -
vi l le is one of t hose n e w c o m e r s to 
fiction w h o h a s w o n a t t e n t i o n a n d , 
inev i t ab ly , one of t h e h u n d r e d o r so 
l i t e r a r y p r i zes b e s t o w e d e v e r y y e a r 
u p o n o n e o r a n o t h e r of t h e F r e n c h 
nove l i s t s . H e r " W e d d i n g D a n c e , " a 
w e i r d t a l e of B r e t o n folklore , w a s 
r e m a r k a b l e for i ts exot ic fan tasy a n d 
i ts de l ica te p o e t r y . " T h e Innocent 
Sai lor" ( t r a n s l a t e d b y M e r v y a n S a -
vil l ; F a r r a r , S t r a u s , $3.50) is less 
s p o n t a n e o u s a n d less n a t u r a l in t one 
a n d its s t r a n g e n e s s is too con t r ived . 
B u t it h a s v ivid m o m e n t s of d e s c r i p ­
t ion, of t o r n a d o e s a n d sh ipwrecks , a n d 
it r e c r e a t e s w i t h r e a l p o w e r t h e v i o ­
l en t s t o r m s r o c k i n g a sai lor ' s h e a r t . 
H e r o Y v e s G a e l is a B r e t o n sa i lor 
w h o s e f a the r w a s lost a t sea a n d 
w h o , a long w i t h his n u m e r o u s b r o t h ­
e r s a n d s i s te rs , w a s k e p t f rom t h e sea 
by h i s d i s t r e s sed m o t h e r un t i l t e m p ­
ta t ion p r o v e d too s t rong . A t sea h e 
r e t a i n s a s t r a n g e p u r i t y of h e a r t a m i d 
d r u n k e n sai lors , p r e s e r v e s h i s m e m ­
o r y of a n o r p h a n gir l w h o m h e h a d 
once he lped , a n d , b e t w e e n voyages , 
m a r r i e s a na ive , ch i ld l ike gir l , w h o 
h a s p r ev ious ly b e e n e n g a g e d to h i s 
o w n b r o t h e r . B u t h e is u n a b l e to 
s t ick w i t h h e r b e c a u s e of h i s w a n ­
der lus t . I n t h e end , w e a r i e d a n d aged , 
h e aga in m e e t s t h e o r p h a n girl ( n o w 
a w i d o w ) , a n d , h i s o w n wife h a v i n g 
d ied of grief, h e m a r r i e s aga in a n d 
r e a c h e s a s e r e n e old age . 

A n n e d e T o u r v i l l e is c lear ly m o r e 
a t h o m e in fa i ry t a les a n d Celt ic 
wi tchcra f t t h a n in t h e m o d e r n wor ld . 
A l t h o u g h h e r n e w nove l t a k e s p lace 
in t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h a n d ea r ly t w e n ­
t i e t h c e n t u r i e s , it is s t eeped in a n 
a t m o s p h e r e of p o v e r t y a n d of n a i v e t e 
"which is med ieva l . T h e w o m e n c h a r ­
ac te r s , le t a lone t h e m a l e ones , h a v e 
l i t t le conv inc ingness : t h e y a r e al l too 
pa l e a n d fa i ry l ike a n d m e e k — m e r e 
p r e t e x t s for t h e sa i lor ' s r eve r i e s . B u t 
y o u n g r e a d e r s t h i r s t y for a d v e n t u r e 
( a n d o lde r ones w h o do n o t d e m a n d 
logical con t inu i ty o r psychological 
d e p t h ) wi l l p r o b a b l y b e e n t e r t a i n e d , 
p e r h a p s e v e n fasc inated , b y " T h e I n ­
n o c e n t Sa i lo r . " — H E N R I P E Y R E . 
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EUROPE '55 
A PORTFOLIO FOR PASSENGERS 

EDITED BY HORACE SUTTON 

T f things stay tranquil witli Mao and Ttie Market 
-"- by mid-July there won't be anybody left on 
this side of the Atlantic to feed the cat. 

For all the emigrants bound for the far side 
we've prepared a fifteen-page portfolio of fact and 
folderol. Turning the page you will find short takes 
by Inez Robb, whose daily column for United Fea­
tures Syndicate appears in 108 papers; by Dennis 
McEvoy, former executive of Reader's Digest Inter­
national Editions; by Helen Maclnnes, author of 
the Swiss-set mystery "Pray for a Brave Heart"; by 
British comedienne Hermione Gingold; by Mogens 
Lind, who is feature editor of Berlingske Tidende, 
Copenhagen's largest; by William Harlan Hale, his­
torian and former press attache of our Embassy in 
Vienna; and by John Steinbeck and Jerome Weid-
man. I'm sure you know them. 

We've also collected some postcards from famous 
people long since deceased, and there is added intel­
ligence on what to do until the medecin comes, and 
what you can expect to find in a cupboard on a 
Wagon-Lit. 

Venice anyone? . ^ 

—Summer's Night in Oslo. 
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