His last . . .
and greatest . . . book

WALTER WHITE

“One of the most buoyant and
brilliant as well as one of the
most heartfelt of American tes-
taments . . . a book for all the
world to read.”—N. Y. Times

A great leader’s final estimate of
the march he led and the distance
yet to go. In it, he sums up the
Negro’s positive gains in the last
15 years in education, voting pow-
er, the Armed Services, sports,
employment, and housing. The
challenging story of one of the
most remarkable advances in hu-

$3.50

HOW FAR THE
PROMISED LAND?

THE VIKING PRESS
New York 17
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CONCERNING THE

PROBLEM DRINKER

by JAMES LAMB FREE. At long last—

a book written specifically for the per-
son who knows an alcoholic, would
like to do something to help but
doesn’t know how. Once an alcoholic
himself, Mr. Free knows what he is
talking about, He gives the friend or
relative information on how to diag-
nose what is wrong with the heavy
drinker: is he just someone who takes
“one too many” at a party but can
cut down on his drinking if he wants
to—or is he a true alcoholic, victim
of a disease he can’t control? Mr. Free
shows it’s vital to distinguish between
these two types of drinkers, Then he
goes thoroughly into the various new
methods of curing alcoholism — Alco-
holics Anonymous, religion, medica~
tion, psychiatry, Mr, Free has attended
the Yale School of Alcoholic Studies,
worked with psychiatrists, is a staff
member of California clinics for alco-
holics. His book is as readable as it is
authoritative, It may well show the
way to a new life for someone you
know. $3.50 at all bookstores.

COWARD-McCANN, 210 Madison Ave., N.Y. 16

man history,

Coast territory, includes many re-
ligious dealers in his itinerary. Visit-
ing one new account, he was inter-
rupted by the proprietor who asked,
“Have you been saved, Mr. Freed-
man?”’ When the answer was “Not
yet” the proprietor summoned all his
sixteen employes, who knelt on the
cement floor for forty minutes by the
clock and prayed for Freedman’s sal-
vation. Then the proprietor reported

that he had all the stock he wanted
and didn't buy a single book! There’s
another Fundamentalist bookshop in
Oregon whose buyer will speak with
Freedman only over the telephone.
Although she has never seen him
smoke she maintains that she can
smell a smoker five blocks away and
that it is a habit of the Devil.

Freedman was exhibiting his wares -

in one shop when the clerk, climbing
aloft to fetch a rarely requested vol-
ume, upset a pyramided display on
top of the shelving. Books came tum-
bling down on Freedman’s noggin,
sending him sprawling to the ground.
“Be careful, you fool,” cried the shop
manager to his clerk. “Suppose that
had been a customer!”

IN HIS BOOK, “Applied Imagination,”
Alex Osborn refers to a Swiss gentle-
man who meticulously reviewed his
eighty years on earth and calculated
he had spent twenty-six of them in
bed and twenty-one working. Eating
consumed another six years. So did
being angry. He frittered away five
more waiting for tardy people. Shav-
ing took up 228 days, scolding his
children twenty-six days, tying his
neckties eighteen days, blowing his
nose eighteen days, and lighting his
pipe twelve days. He added mourn-
fully, “I figure that I laughed for only
forty-six hours in all my life.” Possi-
bly that Swiss gent watched too much
television—and didn’t read the right
books!

“I'VE GOT TO GET A present,” confided a
customer to a bookstore clerk, “for a
very rich old aunt who can scarcely
walk. Any suggestions?” “Yes,” said
the clerk. “Why a book? How about
some floor wax?” ... One of Voltaire’s
more startling pronouncements was,
“In 100 years the Bible will be a for-
gotten book Found onlyHn museums.”

When 100 years were up the home in
which Voltaire had made his predic~
tion was occupied by the Geneva
Bible Society! . .. Fictional characters
referred to above: 1. Sherlock Holmes.
2. Marie Roget (Poe’s “Mystery of
Marie Roget”). 3. Clyde Griffiths
(Dreiser’'s “An American Tragedy”).
4. Baron de Charlus in Proust’s “Re-
membrance of Things Past” or Des
Esseintes in Huysmans's “Against the
Grain.” 5. Madame Bovary. 6. Sadie
Thompson (Maugham’s “Rain”). 7.
Juliana Bordereau (Henry James's
“The Aspern Papers”). .. . Sign in
the poetry section of a Chattanooga
book shop: “All the muse that’s fit to
print.” . . .

JOE BRYAN, TAKING TIME out from the
book on P. T. Barnum he is whipping
up for teen-agers, tells about a couple
of beaten-up old acrobats who had
been closing bills at vaudeville houses
so long with the same act they could
go through their routines in their
sleep. One week they finally made
the Palace, and at the opening Mon-
day matinee stood in the wings while
the late John Barrymore gave his
magnificent rendition of the soliloquy
from “Hamlet.” The audience went
into raptures.

One acrobat turned to his partner
and muttered angrily, “If that’s the
kind of junk they want today I guess
we’d better work out a new act for
next season!” —BENNETT CERF.

FRASER YOUNG’S
LITERARY CRYPT NO. 650

A cryptogram is writing in
cipher. Every letter is part of a
code thatremains constant
throughout the puzzle. Answer No.
650 will be found in the next issue.

RZ NCP LXAG GC ERDD XAN

RUYX RA GSY LCKDU

GCUXN, TYG X VCBBRGGYY

LCKERAT CA RG.

ZYDRM ZKXAEZPKGYK.

Answer to Literary Crypt No. 649
If a body’s ever took charity, it
makes a burn that don’t come out.
—JOHN STEINBECK.




Big Woods

By WILLIAM FAULKNER. The Nobel
Prize winner retells his greatest sto-
ries. $3.95

N

By FRED RODELL. A controversial
history of the Supreme Court. $5.00

AT ALL BOOKSTORES,

Ten North Frederick

By JOHN O’HARA. A major new novel by the author
of A Rage To Live and Appointment in Samarra.
$3.95
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Beyond Desire

By PIERRE LA MURE, author of Moulin Rouge. A
novel based on the impassioned, music-haunted life
of Felix Mendelssohn. $3.95

Dand of Angels

ROBERT PENN WARREN's novel of a lovely Ken-
tucky belle sold into slavery in New Orleans. “The
fiction triumph of 1955.”—Chicago Tribune. $3.95

Heritage

A novel by ANTHONY WEST. A boy’s extraordinary
education in life and love from his world-famous,
and unmarried parents. $3.75

The Angry Hills

By LEON M. URIS. An exciting tale of intrigue and
adventure by the author of Battle Cry. $3.00

Wateriront

By BUDD SCHULBERG, author of What Makes
Sammy Run? The story of New York’s waterfront
the movie couldn’t tell! $3.95

Grandiather Stories

By SAMUEL HOPKINS ADAMS. Hilarious bestseller.
“A combination of Life With Father and David
Harum.”—N. Y. Times Book Revicew.

$3.50 .

The Spider’s House

By PAUL BOWLES, author of The Sheltering Sky.
An explosive novel of Morocco today. $3.95

Minding Our Own Business

By CHARLOTTE PAUL. Comic and calamitous adven-
tures running a small-town newspaper. $3.95

The Joker is Wild

By ART COHN. The inside and lowdown on come-
dian JOE E. LEWIS, $3.95

Sorry to be So Cheerful

By HILDEGARDE DOLSON. Everything’s happened
to Hildegarde (except marriage!) $3.50

No Time for Sergeants

By MAC HYMAN. Now in its second year as Amer-
ica’s laugh bestseller. And still going strong! §$2.95

Birdman of Alcatraz

By THOMAS E. GADDIS. The fantastic story of the
strange killer who became an expert on birds. $3.95

The Fall Roundup

Edited by HARRY E. MAULE. Seventeen stories by
some of today’s foremost Western writers, $2.95

Passionate Pilgrim

By LAWRENCE and ELISABETH HANSON, authors
of Noble Savage. A remarkable new biography of
Vincent Van Gogh. $5.00

The Selective Eye

Unbelievably beautiful color reproductions and pho-
tographs, and provocative articles, from the French
publication, L’Oeil. 914" x 121" $7.95
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RANDOM HOUSE, NEW YORK
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MATERIALS
HANDLING
EXPERTS ...

and for industry: YA LE

materials handling division of the

Yale & Towne Manufacturing Company

To the casual eye, the intricate ant nest is a labyrinth of confusion. A closer
fook reveals its planned system-—rooms to live in, food storage chambers,
lanes for traffic~functioning smoothly because of the ant's instinct for the
crderly handling of bulky materials. So it is with modern industry and com-
merce. In the vast plant, on the teeming dockside, in the many-aisied ware-
house, materials and goods move by prearranged plan. Basic to the plan
are industrial trucks and hoists which move, lift, stack loads of almost any size,
weight and shape. Yale's special talent for planning handling systems and
supplying the proper equipment for them has made products stamped with
the YALE trade-mark famous for industrial efficiency the world over.

*Req. U. S, Por. OF. and &5 Foreign Countries

YA LE & Tow N E The Yole & Towne Manufacturing Company, Executive Offices:

Chrysler Building, New York 17, New York. PRODUCTS: YALE Industrial Lift Trucks ond Hoistsy
AUTOMATIC Electric Industrial Lift Trucks; YALE locks and Hardware; TRI-ROTOR Pumps; NOR-
TON Door Closers; YALE Powdered Metal Products, MANUFACTURING DIVISIONS in U. S. A.,
Conada, England, Germany. Licensed manufocturers in France, Maly, Spain, Australia, Jopor.
Sales Representatives throughout the World.
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FEUDALISM—NOT
FOR EXPORT

EDITOR’S NOTE: In the past, aristocracy was generally part of any society
in which the vast majority of men labored uninterruptedly from dawn to
dusk on the land. The differences between the peasant’s exhausting and
monotonous toil and the vocations of landlord, patron, or courtier
were so extreme that their lives seemed to belong to members of different
species. And as most art, politics, and philosophy flowed from the upper
class, thinkers in the eighteenth century grew concerned with the effect
on culture of the mass-emancipation of the Industrial Revolution. Even
such a great democrat as Thomas Jefferson (see the next page) had
doubts that the common man, then lifting up his head and looking
around for the first time in history, would have the wit and steadiness
to govern himself properly. Today, of course, the average wage-earner
has less physical work to do than most medieval princes, and the idea of
aristocracy has only the sort of derivative meaning that John Steinbeck
writes about on page 11. But once it did make political sense. The aris-
tocracy in its purest European model—*“feudalism”—is discussed here
by Steven Runciman, famous English Byzantinist and author of the
three-volume “History of the Crusades.”

By STEVEN RUNCIMAN

EW words in the English lan-
F guage are so habitually mal-

treated as is “feudal” We
denounce as feudal anything old-
fashioned or reactionary of which we
happen to disapprove. We dismiss as
feudalistic most systems of govern-
ment which do not conform to modern
democratic fashions, even though the

medieval feudal world would have
found them equally shocking. In short,
feudalism has come to be used as a
description for any pattern of life that
seems out-of-date.

In these modern days, when educa-
tion is broad rather than deep, it is
perhaps useless to insist on accuracy
in semantics. Words should be al-
lowed to take their course, to develop
and acquire fresh meaning, if a lan-

guage is to live and advance. But for
the historian who tries to portray the
past as it really was some exactitude
in terms is needed. Before we can de-
cide the place of feudalism in the aris-
tocratic tradition we must know what
feudalism was.

Feudalism must not be confused
with privilege. Privilege confers rights
and immunities on certain classes of
the population often quite arbitrarily.
There were some feudal privileges;
but feudalism was in essence a sys-
tem of mutual obligations evolved to
insure the smooth running of society.
It arose in the troubled times that fol-
lowed the collapse of the Roman Em-
pire in the West. The first barbarian
invaders found their triba! organiza-
tions inadequate to deal with the gov-
ernment of the lands that they had
occupied. Later invasions completed
the breakdown of any central govern-
ment and caused communications to
decay. Districts had to fend for them-
selves. The poor were at the mercy of
oppressors. They tended therefore to
seek the protection of the local strong
man, whoever he might be, an abbot
or a bishop, maybe, who had managed
to preserve his church’s estates
through the troubles, or, more often.
a successful military leader who might
be landless but who had gathered
round him a band of soldiers. But the



