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AFRICA 

-Howard Coster. 

THE AUTHOR: "Consciously there is 
a part of me that is closely identi­
fied with Europe," Laurens van der 
Post has written in the introduction 
to "The Dark Eye in Africa," "but 
at heart I am indelibly and irrevo­
cably in and of Africa." The popular 
conception of the white man in 
Africa is, at best, that of an em­
ploye in a gigantic adoption agency, 
but evidence of Colonel van der 
Post's deep association with the 
continent lies in practically every 
sentence he writes. Born in an 
Orange Free State village, of voor-
trefcker, or pioneer, Dutch parent­
age, Van der Post's first language 
was Afrikaans, and he spoke no 
English until he was ten. His child­
hood travels took him from the in­
terior to the Cape of Good Hope 
and Japan, and at the start of World 
War n , being in England, he en­
listed in the Commandos as a 
private and emerged ten years later 
a colonel. 

He served in Abyssinia, North 
Africa, Syria, the Dutch East 
Indies, and Java, where he had 
been sent at General WavelFs re ­
quest to organize guerilla resistance 
and where he was taken prisoner 
by the Japanese. Since the war 
Van der Post has carried out a 
number of special missions for the 
British Government, the most re ­
cent being to the Kalahari Desert 
of South Africa. He lists his voca­
tions as writer, explorer, and farm­
er, having farmed both in Africa 
and England, where he and his 
wife own a house in Chelsea and 
a cottage in Suffolk. But Africa 
and its (and the world's) problems 
of race can claim four of his five 
books and most of his thoughts. 
Several years ago. recounting in 
Holiday how a terrible mass de­
spair had engulfed his Japanese 
prison camp after forced attend­
ance at some brutal executions. 
Van der Post wrote, "Something 
had to be done, but what? Without 
any effort on my part the answer 
presented itself: 'Go and talk Af­
rica to them'." He did, for hours 
and with such feeling that the sense 
of final defeat never returned. He 
has been "talking Africa to them'' 
ever since. —RICHARD LEMON. 

What Is tlie African Soul? 

"Tfte Dark Eye in Africa,^' by 
Laurens van der Post (William Mor­
row. 224 pp. $3), is a South AjricavLS 
attempt to answer some of the prob­
lems of Black and White in his native 
continent. Our reviewer is Stuart Cloete, 
author of "The African Giant.'' 

By Stuar t Cloete 

4LM0ST every week there are books 
-T* about the problem of Black and 
White in Africa. Many of them very 
superficial and most of them with a 
strong anti-White bias, written by 
men who have never lived there and 
do not realize the difficulties of what 
I call the "African Transition"—tran­
sition from the early Iron Age to the 
terrible and complex period in which 
v.-e live where man is utterly divorced 
from reality. 

There have been several exceptions 
recently. Notable among these is John 
Gunther's "Inside Africa." Gunther is 
a trained observer. His book is im­
portant because it is so comprehen­
sive. Minor errors are more than 
compensated for by the massive over­
all of the design. Now we have Colonel 
Laurens van der Post's "The Dark Eye 
in Africa." Like myself. Van der Post 
is a South African. Our ancestors were 
among the first settlers who landed 
in Table Land three hundred years 
ago. Our country is in our blood. All 
three of us agree that Africa is chang­
ing, that there can be no status quo. 
All three of us, at one time or other, 
have made our own separate contri-
bvition to the general picture which 
the reading public, ignorant of this 
vast continent, must paint in its own 
mind. 

"The Dark Eye" consist.^ of two 
main parts: the basis for discussion; 
and the discussion, or discussions. A 
series of questions are posed by an 
American lady, a missionaiy's wife, 
an Englishwoman, an Afrikaner, an 
English-speaking South Afi-ican, and 
many otliers. Colonel van der Post 
answers in great detail in his inim­
itable prose. 

Some of his answei-s i agree v.;ith. 
But the subject is so controversial 
that full agreement at all points in 
any group is almost impossible. But 
his most important message is that 

the trouble in Africa is spiritual ar 
not economic. That the African 
suffering from the general world ur 
rest. We are all in danger of losir 
our souls, but the African, nearer i 
reality than we are, is fighting de; 
perately for his. He is terrified i 
losing his past and failing to gai 
the future. 

This is the key to the African doo 
I quote: "If you look at the Africa 
situation in terms of economics yo 
will find yourself against a blank wal 
Economically the African is bett« 
off than he has ever been before. . . 
He has a larger share of the materi; 
goods of this world and what is calle 
a 'higher standard of living.' It is tru 
he still has far less than the Euro 
pean, but economically his life is o 
the upgrade. . . ." So good is his situ 
ation that one of the problems in th 
Union of South Africa is the influ 
of foreign natives from Portugues 
East Africa and Rhodesia who com 
in to get work. 

T 
J -HE African trouble is spiritua 

That is our trouble too, but we ar 
ah'eady too far divorced from realit; 
to know it. Two months ago I wa 
on the veld in Africa. I could see n 
house, only the dry yellow grass, th 
blue mountains in the distance, am 
the sky. I could see nothing mad< 
by man. Today in New York I cai 
see only concrete walls. I cannot evei 
walk on the earth. The great sky i 
reduced to pocket-handkerchief sizi 
in which planes fly instead of birds 
This is what frightens the African 
for his gods and the spirits of hi 
fathers dwell in such natural thing 
as the rocks and rivers and the an­
cient trees. 

This is the aspect of the African'.-
soul that Van der Post brings out ii 
the "Dark Eye in Africa." It is some­
thing that must be understood befori 
Africa, or the African, can be ap­
proached. 
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n 
African 111-Wind 

They Wail in Darkness," by 
ieorge fF. Shephei(l I John Dai. •101! 
p. $4). is a young 4nierican's report 
n his two years' work representing an 
Ifricaii jarrriers' cooperative in Ugai'-
'a, the most hegroid of the three Brit-
ih colonies in Central Africa. Joliri 
iarkham, our reviewer, is a native ot 
ioulh Africa and recently visited Cen-
ral Africa to study conditious. 

iy John Barkhain 

[N ONE of its pamphlets not long 
ago the Foreign Policy Associa-

ion made the point that "yesterday 
he interest of America was in Asia, 
)Ut today it is in Africa." So far that 
nterest has been chiefly journalistic, 
mt "They Wait in Darkness" is a 
)ook about Africa by a young Ameri-
:an who has given practical meaning 
o the aforementioned words. George 
V. Shepherd is not a novelist drama-
izing race tensions or a traveler re-
;ounting his experiences on the Dark 
I^ontinent. He is, on the contrary, an 
\merican who went out to live among 
he Africans for no other purpose than 
o help them develop their resources 
md raise their standard of living. This 
)ook is his report on his self-ap-
lointed mission. 

The area of his choice was Uganda. 
he most Negroid of the three British 
colonies in Central Africa and the 
nost advanced agriculturally. Be-
;ause the young American was not a 
politician or a missionary or a re-
Dorter the British looked askance at 
lim. In these days of African unrest 
colonial officials find it hard to believe 
that plain, old-fashioned idealism 
might be a visitor's reason for entering 
a colony. Yet Shepherd tells us—and 
ihere seems no reason to disbelieve 
it—that he went to Uganda because 
le believed in "the brotherhood of 
man and the essential ethical unity of 
ill the world's great religions." This, 
3f course, iimmediately made him sus­
pect, but the British finally unbent 
and let him in. 

With the problem of rising nation­
alism on their hands they were un­
derstandably reluctant to have an 
outsider come in to meddle. As a mat­
ter of fact, Shepherd meddled to good 
purpose for the African farmers' co­
operative he represented. The two 
principal crops exported by Uganda 
are cotton and coffee, and he was able 
to win substantial concessions for Af­
rican growers in the marketing of 
these crops. 

It wasn't achieved without heart­

break and humiliation, as the book 
inakes amply clear. Anyone familiar 
with colonial officialdom and, worse 
still, With white tarmers, will readily 
appreciate the magnitude of Shep­
herd's achie\-ement. Fortunately for 
him, the British governor at the time 
(1951-1953) was—and still is—Sir 
Andrev.' Cohen, an administrator of 
unusually enlightened outlook. 

The author confirms my own recent 
impression in Central Afi'ica that 
Uganda is much more likely to set the 
pattern for future African develop­
ment than its sister colonies of Kenya 
or Tanganyika. Kenya may have 
larger towns (e.g.. Nairobi, Mombasa), 
but they are the white man's towns. 
In Uganda the African peasantry 
farms its own land, and the whites 
pla\' a secondary role, which is per­
haps why the Mau-Mau rebellion 
never spread into Uganda. 

In Kenya Mr. Shepherd saw what 
some visitors miss—huge highland 
farms in superb settings, owned by a 
relative handful of whites, while 
around Nairobi the blacks were 
squeezed cheek by jowl into mini­
mal allotments. "Never had I seen 
such crowding ot land before, even in 
populous China." he vepoits. "I ha\'e 
heard the bitter comment Africans 
maiie on this situation, 'When the 
white man came.' thej- say. 'we had 
the land and he the Bible. Now he has 
the land and v;e the Bible'." 

Mr. Shepherd feels that the British 
migiit have lieaded ofT the Mau-Mau 
lebellion by timely concessions on 
land and political representation. Cer­
tainly Britain has learned a bittej- les­
son in Kenya. One reason she sur­
vives as a colonial power is because 
she profits from such lessons, so the 
ill wind which blew in Kenya may 
bring benefits to Uganda. 

The author goes so far as to suggest 
that the v,-ho!e policy of white settle­
ment in Central and East Africa was a 
mistake and urges that it be discour­
aged, if not prohibited, in the future. 
It's not too late for that now: Africa 
is being Westernized and the process 
cannot be arrested. What should be 
done is not to try and unscramble the 
egg but to work out a satisfactory 
basis of society for Africans and 
whites. You can play on the white 
keys of a piano, and you can play on 
the black, but to make real music 
you need both. 

With Africa now awakening from 
its long sleep it makes good sense, 
from the economic as well as the hu­
manitarian point of view, for the 
United States to extend a helping 
hand. George Shepherd was one 
young American who pioneered in 
this respect, and I hope his book in­
spires others to follow his example. 

—Blackstone Studios. 

(leorpe W. Shepherd—"plain idealism." 

Notes 
PATHMARKER OF THE DARK CONTINENT: F o r 

his contribution to the Teach Yourself 
History Series, a project designed to 
acquaint the reader with an area of 
history through the agency of a cen­
tral commanding figure. Professor 
Jack Simmons has a natural combina­
tion in his "Livingstone and Africa" 
(Macmillan, $2). To those who consid­
er Livingstone symbolic of glamour-
packed exploration the facts as given 
by Professor Simmons may prove 
somewhat unspectacular. Certainly it 
has moments of drama, is not com­
pletely devoid of humor, and dis­
cusses the problems and difficulties 
faced by Livingstone as an explorer 
and missionary with a quiet authority 
that is refreshing in its lack of the-
ati'ics. 

The portrait of Livingstone himself 
is drawn not with a sentimental, but 
with a sympathetic pen that traces the 
angularities of his personality as read­
ily as his nobler characteristics. The 
intimations of monomania, which are 
prevalent in Professor Simmons's 
analysis of Livingstone, are not a 
means of belittling his achievements 
but rather suggest how Livingstone 
could endure such ill health and yet ac­
complish so much in the field of geo­
graphic exploration. 

Professor Simmons has produced a 
tightly-knit story, reflecting, I sus­
pect, what he terms Livingstone's 
"astringent Scots manner" in his prose 
technique. Certainly the lack of pro­
lixity is not a subject for complaint— 
and, if one occasionally feels he is 
conservative in his anecdotes, consid­
ering the necessary brevity of the 
volume he does extremely well in de­
veloping Livingstone's work within 
the larger context of the opening up of 
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