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mnounced in the title, of death. Of
vhat use is life to men condemned
o die? In the eyes of the immortal
"osca all their efforts are in vain,
heir errors and accomplishments too
:phemeral to matter. In his presence
hey know with humiliation and de-
ipair that they are but blades of
irass. Why do they struggle even
vhen they realize that all is for
aught? Several of the characters
waticulate responses that will stir even
eaders who couldn’t care less about
he ethical implications of Existen-
ialism.

French critics did not praise Mme,
3eauvoir’s work without reservations,
A work conceived artificially to illus-
rate a thesis, it never comes to life.
Too many repetitious episodes, too
nuch harping, and too, too long. But
‘ussing about such literary matters
s like complaining that a woman
srofessor’s lipstick is not on straight.
t is much more interesting just to
wvatch the brains work, the brains of
in extraordinary woman who looks at
ife without flinching and, in spite of
lismaying evidence, succeeds in es-
:ablishing a standard of values in a
iniverse without heaven or hell and
~vherein all men are mortal.

Murder a la Movies

NFLAMMABLE FLATFOOT: An insurance
:laims investigator with a low ama-
ory threshold keeps things moving
n Jay Dratler’s “The Judas Kiss”

(Holt, $3)—a Hollywood style who- | £

Junnit blending sex, alcohol, murder,
ind sunshine. The insurance man is
in inflammable chap named Perry
Farmer, dedicated to his nasty job
ind his cozy family, but also prone
.0 disturbing guilt feelings. Perry’s
eaky personality almost becomes un-
stuck when he gets mixed up in a case
>f suspected homicide involving a
Norse temptress. Hela her name is,
and the mere sight of her sets our
1ero’s blood on fire. She is “curved...
ush ... maybe voluptuous,” he burbles.
With this trend of thought, and his
wife and kid away at Lake Arrow-
aead, Perry is obviously the wrong
man to pursue an investigation in-
volving Hela. But pursue it he does,
and far, far beyond the call of duty.
When Mr. Dratler’s insurance Hawk-
shaw is following clues “The Judas
Kiss” is moderately entertaining.
When he indulges in cliche tough-talk
and do-it-yourself psychiatry the
reader’s attention wanders.
~—MARTIN LEVIN.

The life...
the spirit
of a great
~genius, in
words and
photographs

THE WORLD OF

Albert Schweitzer

A book of photographs by ERICA ANDERSON
With text and captions by EUGENE EXMAN

Here is a magnificent life, magnificently recorded in 169
photographs, with descriptive captions and a fascinating
biographical commentary. The amazing life and work of
one of today’s giants — doctor, philosopher, theologian,
musician — has never before been more completely, more
understandingly revealed for the general reader. In his
hospital at Lambaréné in Equatorial Africa, at his boy-
hood home in Alsace, here is the real Albert Schweitzer,
fully and superbly realized.

*“Easily the most intimate and most knowledgeable per-
sonal portrait yet to appear of the man who is widely
regarded as the greatest non-political figure of our
age.” —NORMAN COUSINS, Editor, The Saturday Review

Picture editing by BARBARA MORGAN. A beautiful book of
144 pages, handsomely printed in photogravure.

Pagesize: 9” x 11", $5.00

D. W.

Brogan

POLITICS IN AMERICA

The brilliant author of The American Character provides
“a long, astute, amusing examination of American politics
in practice.”—The Manchester Guardian.

“Shrewd, observant, lucid and spiced with wit.”
—N. Y. Herald Tribune Book Review. $5.00

At all bookstores
HARPER & BROTHERS
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"One of the most
interesting postwar
novelists in America”*

HARVEY
SWADOS

With enormous vitality and warmth,
he tells the story of Herman Felton,
his wayward daughter and rebel-
lious son, and of the father’s at-
tempt to shape them into an image
of his own choosing. *“Bound to be
one of the most warmly debated
books of the year.”-—CHARLES
POORE, N. Y. Times

“You can infallibly tell when you
open a book whether you are read-
ing a writer of talent or merely an
able writer. Swados has a firm,
personal, well-developed talent.”
—SAUL BELLOW

“Serious, gifted, and individual.”
* —IrRVING HOWE, Saturdav Review

ouT
WENT THE
CANDLE

AT ALL BOOKSELLERS

You might have been the
victim of a new kind of under-
world where murder was merely
incidental to a sinister plan to de-
stroy the American way of life.
When private eye Steve Summers
set out to smash this vicious organi-
zation, he found himself the center
of a danger-studded drama.

By JasoN ManNOR $2.75

THE PAWNS
OF FEAR

THE VIKING PRESS,
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Thoreau

Continued from page 10

nouncements by a very successtul
citizen.

HENRY: And in what calling or pro-
fession was this optimist so highly
successful?

ME: Advertising.

HENRY: Indeed. And what Gospel, what
Good News, does he bring us? I can
hardly imagine that he is a prophet
of simplicity. Or is it some’ necessi-
ties of the soul that he is advertising
just now?

ME: No— not exactly. Or perhaps I
had better say not at all. In fact, I
don’t think he would agree with any
of your premises or your proposals.
He sees the future as bright chiefly
because men in his profession have
learned how to persuade people to
want more and more things—even
things they would never have dreamed
of wanting before.

HENRY: And he thinks that will make
them happier?

ME: I am afraid Henry that you do
not understand the modern world.
You see. . . .

HENRY: Are you so sure that it under-
stands itself? But go on.

ME: Thank you. The truth of the mat-
ter is that in your day nobody un-
derstood the role played in a modern
economy by Consumption as the un-
derlying cause of Prosperity. As a
matter of fact, in your world it did
not play this role, At that time it
was not yet possible to produce
enough to meet the needs of your

fellow citizens. Therefore, it was a

virtue in the individual to use no
more of anything than he needed
and not to think that he needed any-
thing he did not. But technology has
changed all that. If everybody did
not demand that Higher Standard of
Living which advertising has taught
us all to insist upon we should soon
plunge into the deepest Depression
our world has ever known. To sup-
ply it with only what you would call
necessities would not keep one-tenth
of the workers busy half the time.
To use up what they are making in
increasing quantities is a necessity
which even the advertising man finds
it difficult to persuade us to meet.
The first duty of a Good Citizen in
our republic is to be a Good Con-
sumer. Sometimes we call a man who
doesn’t vote a bad citizen. But soci-
ety can get along passably well even
if a third of the people dont vote;

NEW SCHOOL

66 WEST 12TH ST, N, Y. 11

Literature
and Writing

Over 50 courses and work-
shops covering all phases of
World Literoture and the Art
of Writing conducted by the
following quthorities:

STANLEY KUNITZ
WILLIAM TROY
ELBERT LENROW
CHARLES NORMAN
SHERMAN CONRAD
ELIZABETH STAMBLER
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SPRING TERM STARTS FEB, 1
REGISTER NOW!

ENGLAND, SCOTLAND AND WALES

BY MOTOR

Tour sails June 22 on the new
Saxonia visiting the Lowlands
and Highlands of Scotland, the
Cathedral Towns, English Lakes
and Shakespeare Country, the
South Coast, Devon and Cornwall,
Shropshire, Cheshire and Wales
with a short visit to Paris and
the Low Countries. Duration 50
Days. Price $1349. Other attrac-
tive tours Spring and Summer.

Bailey, James & Gordon, Inc.
419 Boylston St., Boston, Mass.

“Pree INFORMATION

Sun::ner CAMPS

Complete information, specific recom-

dati and catalogs to help you
select the camp which meets your
<hild’s individual needs.

No charge at any time.

CAMP ADVISORY ASSOCIATION

SOQ Fifth Ave., (42nd $t.) N. Y. C. ® PE 6-1660




but if a third of them stopped buy-
ing what you call superfluities catas-
trophe would be upon us. Simplify
indeed! To a modern economist it is
perfectly evident that unless we keep
on complicating more and more exu-
berantly the whole of our world will
come tumbling down.

HENRY: What I call Economy 1 under-
stand well enough. It means the way
in which men get a living, how they
are fed and clothed and sheltered.
But when you change Economy to
Economics—another one of those
modern words with a paralysis in its
tail—it seems to be a very different
matter. Somehow the right of men
to food and clothing has got itself
transformed into his duty to use up
as much food and clothing as pos-
sible.

ME: That to begin with. But it is only
a beginning. It is also his duty to
buy hundreds of things never heard
of in your day and then to buy new
ones before the old have worn out.
Only a society which operates on
this principle can be healthy today.

HENRY: And does your very success-
ful optimist say this in so many
words? I should like very much to
know what words he finds to say such
things with.

ME (extracting from my pocket a re-
port on some of the pronouncements
made in Salt Lake City last June 27
at the Fifty~first Annual Convention
of the Adwvertising Association of the
West): Well, the most general state-
ment was made by the director of
advertising for a California public
service corporation: “We of the ad-
vertising world are custodians of the
indispensable key to the mass selling
that must accompany production.”

HENRY: The words are English but it
doesn’t sound like English to me. But
please go on. There is nothing 1 ever
valued more than getting new thoughts.

ME: T think a few sentences by the
chairman of the board of a large
New York advertising agency will
make it all clearer. “Perhaps the most
dynamic and unique contribution of
American economy to the world is. ..
that in a society which emphasizes
psychological obsolescence rather than
the physical wearing out of products,
we have helped to achieve the most
productive economy in human his-
tory.”

HENRY: Give me a moment to trans-
late that. I understand that we are
going to be told what America’s
greatest contribution to the world
really is. But I am not sure that I
understand what that emphasis on
“psychological obsolescence” rather

“Muss Bowen’s powers

are at thewr summit. Her first novel

mn_five years s a small wonder”

A WORLD
- OF LOVE

“The meanings for which Miss Bowen reaches in
her fiction have always been those that exist behind
and beyond the casual view. She is interested in the
outward and unexceptional as it must, if carefully
observed, illuminate the hidden and particular. . ..

“She asks us to see . . . into facets and peripheries
of human personality that lie too deep, almost, for
words. That she manages so often to find the
words is the measure of her powers as a novelist.. ..

“As to the refinements of Miss Bowen’s prose, no
novel makes it clearer than 4 World of Love how
much the miracles she performs of penetration
and evocation owe to that highly conscious and
ﬂe:;ible instrument she has made of her writing
style. . . .

“(Here is) a book that keeps a masterly balance
on that vertiginous line where dream and reality
overlap, and in which perception, wit and beauty
flash from every page. . . . One of the most subtle
of living writers in English today, she brings to
her tapestries what the writer of sensitivity too
often precludes—a precise, vigorous intelligence.”

~ALICE MORRIS, N. Y. Times Book Review

$3.50 at your bookstore

ALFRED A. KNOPF, Publisher
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Book d"

Here is the only single volume to which you can
refer for both absolutely accurate facts on every
subject in the whole range of man’s knowledge
and also clear, incisive treatment of the vocab-
ulary associated with each of these subjects.

Webster's New International Dictionary, Second
Edition, gives you by far the greatest amount of
information ever put into a single book—600,000
entries, 12,000 illustrated terms—equivalent in
type matter to an 18-volume encyclopedia. This
Merriam-Webster is directly descended from the
original work of Noah Webster, and is kept con-
stantly up to date by the famous permanent
Merriam - Webster
editorial staff. It
is “the Supreme
Authority”  for
vour library or
home! Buy your
copy at your book,
department, orsta-
tionery store, $35
to $49.50.

GREATEST
VALUE IN THE
REALM OF
KNOWLEDGE

G. & C. MERRIAM CO,, Springfield, Mass.

Concerning
a quick buck,
some fast
dames, and a
) slow death
o

n Broadway

PAINT THE

TOWN BLACK
§ by David Alexander ﬁ‘ﬁf

$2.75. A RANDOM
HOUSE MYSTERY

SCIENCE . ..

By Dr. R. Swinburne Clymer

Qccult Science, teachings of 1he
Ancient Magi, simplified so as to
be readily understood.

Dr. Clymer shows that Occult Science
is the pathway to success on all planes
of being, physical and spiritual, and
helps man to awaken the hidden forces
within himself which free him from
enslavement of any kind. Just pub-
lished ! Send today ! $4.00 postpaid.

Philosophical Publishing Co.
Beverly Holl, Quakertown, Po..

than “physical wearing” really means.
Can it really mean what I think it
does? Does it really mean that our
most valuable contribution to the
world is our method of persuading
men to throw things away while they
are still just as good as they ever
were? And is this “most productive
economy in human history” some-
thing to boast about principally be-
cause it provides us with things to
throw away and could not produce
so much unless we did throw them
away?

ME: Well, if you want to put it that
way. It means, for instance, that the
ordinary housewife must buy another
vacuum cleaner just to keep the pro-
duction of vacuum cleaners at a high
level. It also means that the better
class of citizen must buy a new auto-
mobile every year because the changed
chromium ornaments make it obvi-
ous that last year’s model is “psy-
chologically obsolescent.”

HENRY: And you say that all this wast-
ing is necessary to our prosperity? 1
should think it would keep every-
body’s nose to the grindstone a good
deal more constantly than is neces-
sary.

ME: But when you work hard to buy
things you don’t need and thereby
keep other people working hard to
make them we don’t call that “keep-
ing noses to the grindstone.” We call
it “maintaining employment at a high
level.” Let me go on. As the gen-
tleman I have just been quoting goes
on to say, advertising has been “a
constructive and facilitative force....
By creating a psychological desire
to own—as opposed to that of ne-
cessity—advertising has increased the
number of jobs available; raised the

FRASER YOUNG’S
LITERARY CRYPT NO. 606

A cryptogram is writing in
cipher. Every letter is part of a
code that remains constant
throughout the puzzle. Answer No.
606 will be found in the next issue.
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Answer to Literary Crypt No. 605
When liberty becomes license,
dictatorship is near.—W. Durant.

standard of living by reducing selling
costs; increased company profits as
well as company security.” By way
of a gloss the editor of this report
adds: “Of some 500 classified psy-
chological wants only ninety-six are
necessary. . . . New markets—newly-
weds, the bumper crop of babies, ete.
—are constantly developing. To tap
these markets desires must be cre-
ated. And advertising is the means.”
As you see, an annual bumper crop
of babies is necessary because every
newborn child is potentially a con-
sumer—of what goods—what future
God only knows.

HENRY: And this gentleman is con-
vinced that desires ought to be cre-
ated and that “the psychological de-
sire to own”’ should be fostered. Man-~
kind is not yet sufficiently devoted
to material things! Upon such treas-
ures it should be encouraged to set
more irrevocably its heart. But tell
me something else. When I was young
and inexperienced I was tempted for
a foolish moment to take some stock
in the prophecies of a German im-
migrant named Etzler who dreamed
of a machine-made Utopia in which
all necessary work would be done by
steam-engines and men would have
unlimited leisure to cultivate their
souls. Now, if I understand your mod-
ern optimist aright, he wants to in-
crease “the psychological desire to
own” so that everyone will be so
busy satisfying these artificially~cre-
ated wants that he will not need to
bother at all with his soul. Has Etzler
no disciples today?

ME: A few. You remember that Mr.
Shaw you once told me you met
just after he erupted into heaven?
You two did not hit it off too well
together, but he imparted to you his
vision of tomorrow’s world: “The only
hope for any kind of artist is a so-
ciety so thoroughly organized and
regimented that he can always earn
a living by three hours of brainless,
robot labor like machine-tending and
then have twice that long left over
to write his books and paint his pic-
tures.”

HENRY: I see. And even now three hours
of labor would be enough to “earn
a living,” though it is not enough to
satisfy all the “psychological desire
to own” that has been created, not
enough if everybody insists upon
throwing things away not when they
have been used up but as soon as
they become “psychologically obso-
lescent.” Does not anyone rebel
against the trick that has been played
upon them?

ME: A few individuals rebel. But 1
am not sure I admire them. They may
be artists or thinkers or what-not.



