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Jewish Reading List 

By L U D W I G LEWISOHxN, novelW. criUc, Jewish scholar, 
and professor at Brandeis University. His books include "The 
American Jew" "Expression in America" "Goethe: The 
Story of a Man," and a number of novels. He was also editor 
of "Rebirth: A Book of Modern Jewish Thought." His latest 
book is "What Is the Jewish Heritage?" which we've ap
pended to his list of recommendations. SR's editorial staff 
has provided the descriptive annotations for most of Dr. 

Lewisohn's selections, while Harold U. Ribalow, a specialist in the field of Jewish 
writing, offers critical appraisal for ten of the works with wide interest. 

AARON COPLAND. By Arthur Berger. 
Oxford University Press. $3.50. A bi
ography of the American composer 
who managed to combine the essence 
of jazz, mountain music, and New 
England church music into one. By 
a regular contributor on music to The 
Saturday Review. 

BLESSED IS THE LAND. By Louis Zara. 
Crown Publishers. $3.95. A full-blown 
novel about the first Jews in New 
Amsterdam, about their struggles and 
about their leader, Ashur Levy, a 
character often mentioned in the his
tory books but never before in fiction. 

EVENTFUL YEARS A N D EXPERIENCES. B y 

Bertram Wallace Korn. American 

THE CHURCH, 
POLITICS and SOCIETY 

by 

The Very Rev. James A. Pike 
and The Rev. John W. Pyle 

Mere is a book which discusses openly such 

questions as: What is the Church's business 

in politics? Is the Church tinged with Com

munism? Isn't the Church lagging behind in 

the elimination of segregation? What is the 

use of the World Council of Churches, with 

all the Churches believing different things? 

The book is based on the script of eleven 

dialogues presented by the authors over the 

ABC radio network. $2.75 

MOREHOUSE-GORHAM CO. 
14 East 41st Street 

New York 17, N.Y. 

IMPORTANT REPRINTS 
C a l h o u n . G o d and the 

Common Life $4.50 
N i e b u h r . Social Sources of 

Denominationalism $4.00 

THE SHOE STRING PRESS 
51 CAROLINE ST., HAMDEN. CONN. 

Jewish Archives. $4. Bertram Wal
lace Korn is a young Philadelphia 
rabbi whose studies in American 
Jewish history are rapidly winning 
for him a reputation as one of the 
foremost Jewish historians in the 
United States. In his latest volume, 
subtitled "Studies in Nineteenth Cen
tury American Jewish History," he 
reports on the first prayer offered by 
a rabbi to Congress; on the Know-
Nothing movement and its relations 
to the Jews; on the Southern states
man Judah P. Benjamin; on certain 
Jewish attitudes on the slavery ques
tion and on the contribution to Amer
ican life by the German-Jewish im
migrants of 1848. It does not harm Dr. 
Korn one bit that, in addition to his 
scholarship and his genuine curiosity, 
he writes very well. —H. U. R. 

A N AMERICAN SYNAGOGUE FOR TODAY 

AND TOMORROW. Edited by Peter 
Blake. Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. $10. A comprehensive 
guide to modern synagogue design 
and construction, edited by a member 
of the staff of Architectural Forum. 

ANCIENT ISRAEL. By Harry M. Orlinsky. 
Cornell University Press. Clothbound, 
$2.50. Paperbound, $1.75. An account 
of the society which produced the 
Bible, together with a good deal of 
description of how Jewish religious 
concepts (the covenant of God, the 
worth of the individual) developed in 
actual historical situations. 

THE COASTS OF THE EARTH. By Harold 

Livingston. Clothbound, Houghton 
Mifflin, $3. Paperbound, Ballantine 
Books, 35(. Since the establishment 
of Israel there have not been more 
than a half-dozen serious fictional at
tempts to delineate the struggle for 
Israeli independence. Few of them 
gained large audiences, for they were 
bought, if at all, by confirmed Zionists, 
and so their influence was minor. This 
novel is different. For one thing, its 
author is an American who helped to 

fly airplanes with war matei'ials from 
Europe to Palestine. With an assist 
from Ernest Hemingway, whose style 
Livingston ardently admires, the di
alogue is fine, as is the action. As ,i 
war novel this is an exciting book. 
But this is a "political" novel as weii. 
The Israelis demand that the Anglo-
Saxon airmen working for them take 
a pledge of obedience to Israel during 
the war. The conflict of loyalties, es
pecially within the hearts of Ameri
can Jews, is severe. Oddly, the hero, 
a Gentile named Tony Nevins, breaks 
the "strike" which is called soon after 
the pledge of obedience is demanded. 
His action breaks the "strike" and the 
war goes on—although Tony is killed. 

Mr. Livingston is not optimistic 
about the future relationship between 
American Jews and Israelis, which is 
a disturbing note, although an honest 
one, in a first novel of distinction. 

—H. U. R. 

FOR ziON'S SAKE. By Norman Bentwich. 
Jewish Publication Society. $4. Judah 
L. Magnes's life was one of the most 
interesting failures of modern times. 
Rabbi Magnes established a Jewish 
Kehilla (organized community) in 
New York, but was unable to main
tain it; he was a pacifist who was 
tortured over his pacifism when Hit
ler proceeded to massacre millions of 
Jews; he was an early Zionist who 
later opposed a Jewish State. He was 
a moral teacher whose preachings 
were seldom heeded. And he was the 
chancellor and first president of the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, but 
not sufficiently satisfied with his own 
command of the Hebrew language to 
address his students frequently. 
Therefore, one of the great Jewish 
orators of his time was in many re 
spects stilled for much of his adult 
life. 

To this day Dr. Magnes is either 
revered or reviled, and the word " re
viled" is not too harsh. Mr. Bentwich, 
who collaborated with Dr. Magnes for 
many years, points out the contradic
tions in his subject's life and the com
plexities which made him so pecul
iarly ineffective as a leader. But he 
has also managed to write a good bi
ography about a fascinating and a 
most unusual Jew. —H. U. R. 

GOOD AND EVIL. By Martin Buber. 
Charles Scribner's Sons. $2.75. Rein-
hold Niebhur has called Martin Bu
ber "the greatest living Jewish phi
losopher." This praise comes not only 
from Dr. Neibuhr, but from an entire 
generation of Jews tired of rational
ism and intrigued by the mystic 
teachings and writings of men like 
Buber. In this small book, containing 
two separate essays, "Right and 
Wrong" and "Images of Good and 
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Evil," Dr. Buber analyzes five of the 
Psalms, which "treat of the relation 
between right doing and wrong doing, 
between the rightdoers and tlie 
wrongdoers on earth, and so of the 
world struggle between good and evil," 
and undertakes to answer such ques
tions as "Why is evil so powerful?" 
and "What is the origin of evil?" 

Like all his books, this one is sat
urated with the Jewish spirit, al
though it addresses all men to whom 
the problems of good and evil exist, 
which is to say, all men. —H. U. R. 

THE HOLY CITY. By Albert N. Williams. 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce. $6. A popular 
history of thirty centuries in Jerusa
lem, from David and Solomon to the 
present day. 

JEWISH THOUGHT AS A FACTOR IN CIVI
LIZATION. By Leon Roth. Columbia 
University Press. 40^. Of the history 
of the Jewish people and of how the 
ancient Jewish laws have become a 
part of Western civilization. 

THE JEWS IN AMERICA: A HISTORY. By 

Rufus Learsi. World Publishing Co. 
$6. A definitive one-volume history of 
the first 300 years of the Jews in 
America. 

A KID FOR TWO FARTHINGS. By Wolf 
Mankowitz. E. P. Button & Co. $2.50. 
An adventurous father in Africa, a 
bone-crushing tailor's assistant, and 
a little boy with Aladdin tendencies. 
A novel by the author of "Make Me 
an Offer." 

MAN'S QUEST FOR GOD. By Abraham 
Joshua Heschel. Charles Scribner's 
Sons. $3. Professor Heschel of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America is a religious mystic and a 
theologian who writes like a poet. 
But he is, above all, a man of im
mense moral courage. Some years ago 
he addressed the Rabbinical Assem
bly of America and told the spiritual 
leaders that we—and they—have lost 
the power of prayer. Dr. Heschel was 
assailed from many pulpits, but in 
this recent volume, which is a collec
tion of essays on prayer, the reader 
can judge for himself whether Dr. 
Heschel knows whereof he speaks. He 
reprints here, with some changes, his 
speech before the Rabbinical Assem
bly and other articles and speeches. 

Prayer has become a symbol, ac
cording to Dr. Heschel, but "symbols 
without faith are unnecessary bag
gage." He adds, "We do not suffer 
symbolically; we suffer literally, 
truly, deeply; symbolic remedies are 
quackery. The will of God is either 
real or a delusion." That God is real 
and that delusions are dangerous is 
Dr. Heschel's thesis. —H. U. R. 

MARTYRS AND FIGHTERS. By Philip 
Friedman. Frederick A. Praeger. $4. 
The whole story of the Warsaw ghetto 
during World War 11, all assembled 
from eyewitness accounts, battle re
ports, defiant last testaments, and 
other first-hand soui'ces. 

THE MUSIC OF THE JEWS. By Aron Marks 
Rothmidler. Beechhurst Press, $5. If 
articles and books on the subject are 
any criterion there is a Jewish music. 
Certainly Mr. Rothmuller writes con
vincingly in this volume about Jew
ish music, since its Biblical begin
nings up to modern times. To him 

Jewish music is that in which folk 
characteiistics and features are re 
vealed or created by those who be
long to the Jewish cultural group. 

Setting himself a definition, Mr. 
RothmuUei", who is a Jewish singer 
and composer of distinction, reveals 
also that he is a socialist in his field. 
The truth is that his book too fre
quently is aimed not at the layman 
but at the musician. The general read
er will learn a great deal about Ernest 
Bloch and other great Jewish com
posers, and something about Jewish 
music, which may be enough, but at 
least one reader wishes that the au-

A major novel that lifts the curtain 
on the mind of postwar Japan 

by JIRO OSARAGI 

I h e first novel to be translated from the Japanese 
and published here in many years, this is a book 
that constitutes one of the best available introduc
tions to the life and thought of contemporary 
Japan. Here at last—in a fresh, rich, and rewarding 
reading experience—is the real Japan seen through 
Japanese eyes. 

"'Ho?necoming not only presents the English-
speaking world with a first-rate literary creation, 
but affords a much-needed opportunity to see 
contemporary Japanese as the Japanese see then> 
selves." —Christian Science Monitor 

"A singularly illuminating novel." 
—New York Times 

"A reading experience you won' t want to miss." 
— Washington Star 

THIRD PRINTING 

$3.JS ^t M bookstores 

ALFRED A. KNOPF, Publisher 
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thor had been less technical and more 
readable. —H. U, R. 

MYER MYERS, GOLDSMITH. By Jecniiiette 
W. Rosenhaum. Jewish Puhlication 
Society of America. S6. A biography 
of a colonial gold- and silversmith 
who operated about the same time as 
Paul Revere and whose work is to be 
found in synagogues, churches, mu
seums, and private collections. 

PERSONALITIES AND EVENTS IN JEWISH 
HISTORY. By Cecil Roth. Jewish Puh
lication Society. $4. A collection of 
delightful essays written over a period 
of twenty-five years for various Jew
ish magazines, including one on the 
possible Jewish background of Co
lumbus. —H. U. R, 

REBIRTH AND DESTINY OF ISRAEL. By 
David Ben-Gurion, Philosophical Li
brary. $10. The white-haired, elderly 
man, who is a member of the Israeli 
settlement called Sde Boker and was 
once Prime Minister of the State of 
Israel, is a remarkable individual, as 
this huge book of his public addresses, 
from 1915 to 1952, reveals. Naturally 
the emphasis here is on the history of 
Zionism and the detailed reports of 
a Prime Minister to his people dur
ing a War of Independence. But the 
quality of Ben-Gurion's mind can be 
judged, even in faulty translation and 
in unavoidable repetition. State dec
larations seldom read well; some of 
the essays in this volume do. It is a 
tribute to Ben-Gurion's broad knowl
edge of Jewish affairs and his courage, 
not only in the political arena but in 
the even more tangled jungle of Jew
ish cultural life. —H. U. R. 

REBUILDING THE LAND OF ISRAEL. By 
Gershon Canaan. Architectural Book 
Publishing Co. $12.50. An architect's 
search into the ancient architecture 
of Palestine (the Temple, Solomon's 
palace, and other buildings), all in an 
effort to develop an indigenous mod
ern architecture for modern Israel, 
examples of which the author de
scribes in detail. 

THE SPARK AND THE EXODUS. By Bene
dict and Nancy Freedman. Crown 
Publishers. $3. A brave little tale of a 
Zionist flight from Poland to Palestine 
in 1906, and of a student, a weaver, a 
rogue, and others in the group. A 
novel by the authors of "Mrs. Mike." 

SCAPEGOAT OF REVOLUTION. By Judd L. 
Teller. Charles Scribner's Sons. $4.50. 
Dr. Teller aroused the Jewish intel
lectual community in America with 
his thesis that Jews are not radicals 
and revolutionaries, "which is a pop
ular myth." Dr. Teller insists that the 
Jew has been a conservative, for 

"revolution brings convulsions'' and 
when revolutions occur "the alien at 
once becomes a taraet" and the Jew 
has been an aliea. 

Utilizing much sciioiarsiiip. Dr. Tel
ler stresses that Sociali.st leaders have 
frequently been violently anti-Semitic 
and that Jewish radicals were Jews 
who were "emancipated" from their 
Judaism and v.'ere themselves Jew-
haters. In attempting to prove his 
thesis Dr. Teller sometimes overex-
aggerates, but his analysis of Soviet 
anti-Semitism, of Zionism, of the 
Communist attempts to control the 
American Jewish labor movement are 
extremely valuable and make his work 
useful even when controversial. 

—H. U. R. 

A TREASURY OF YIDDISH STORIES. E d i t e d 

by Irving Howe and Eliezer Green-
berg. Viking Press, $5.95. Literary 
critic Howe and Yiddish poet Green-
berg have not only managed to col
lect fifty-two stories by a represen
tative list of twenty-three authors 
(plus a brief section of Yiddish folk
lore and a Yiddish glossary of terms), 
but they also have obtained first-rate 
translations from such writers of stat
ure as Saul Bellow, Charles Angoff, 
Ludwig Lewisohn, Maurice Samuel. 
Meyer Levin, Alfred Kazin, and A. 
M. Klein. Other equally gifted but 
less-known Jewish literary person
alities (Shlomo Katz, Milton Hindus. 
Isaac Rosenfeld, and Hilde Abel) have 
also translated some of these tales. 

Howe and Greenberg have done an 
imaginative and thorough job, al
though they readily concede that their 
collection is far from exhaustive. 

"Yiddish literature," they say, "has 
brought forth a number of remark
able figures and has been character
ized by attitudes we should look to 
with admiration, perhaps even yearn
ing." Every page of their book sup
ports this belief. —H. U. R, 

THE WHITE CITADEL. By Charles Neider. 
Twayne Publishers. $3.50. All about 
some robust and diverting people of 
Bessarabia, and particularly of a man 
who struggled to possess his soul 
against the determination of his moth
er and his wife to possess it for him. 

THE WORCESTER ACCOUNT. By S. N. 
Behrman. Random House. $3.50. Rem
iniscences by the well-known play
wright of his growing up on Provi
dence Street, Worcester, Mass., a dis
trict inhabited largely by first-gen
eration Jewish-Americans. 

WHAT IS THIS JEWISH HERITAGE? By 

Ludwig Lewisohn. B'nai B'rith Hillel 
Foundations. $1.25. A brief and dedi
cated attempt to explain the basic 
meanings of the Jewish heritage. 

Religions Bookshelf 
EDITOR'S NOTE: The jollowing is n 

checklist of oiher significant religiom^ 
books published during 1954 and thiA.< 
far this year. 

Religion in O u r Times 
CATHOLICISM IN AMERICA: A Series (.1 

Articles from Commonweal. Harcourt. Brace 
& Co. $3.75. In symposium form, tlie relation. 
of Catiiolicism to otlier religions, politics, 
entertainment, and education is given vigor
ous and intellectually stimulating attentiOT, 
by Cattiolic and non-CatiioUc writers. 

THE CHRISTIAN MISSION WORLD IN OUIt 
DAY. By Kenneth Scott Latourette. Harper 
& Bros. $2.50. In spreading the Gospel the 
world over missionary institutions are facing 
critical problems which receive detailed ex
planation from Dr. Latourette. a professor 
emeritus at Yale University. 

GOD'S SECRET ARMIES. By Joseph Johnston, 
G. P. Putnam's Sons. $3.75. Using a variety oi 
information which has leaked out of Russia, 
the author pieces together a picture which 
shows active resistance on the part of all 
faiths behind the Iron Curtain to thwart 
dictatorial oppression. 

GUIDE POSTS IN MODERN JUDAISM. By 
Jacob B. Agus. Bloch Publishing Co. $4.50. A 
detailed exposition of the thinking and teach
ing of Orthodox, Conservative, and Refonn 
Judaism in relation to community living 
forms the base for Dr. Agus's evaluation of 
current trends. 

HAPPINESS THROUGH CREATIVE LIVING. 
By Preston Bradley. Hanover House. $2.95, 
Dr. Bradley, pastor of the non-sectarian Peo
ples' Church of Chicago, has gathered a life
time's worth of anecdotal material designed 
to guide readers toward serenity through 
conquest of worry. 

IF YOU MARRY OUTSIDE YOUR FAITH. 
By James A. Pike. Harper & Bros. $2.50. The 
ostrichlike approach to mixed marriages can 
cause serious repercussions which could be 
avoided. Dr. Pike suggests, by careful coun
seling and understanding of primary reli
gious and social factors. 

LIFE IS WORTH LIVING: Second Series. By 
Fulton J. Sheen. McGraw-Hill Book Co. $3.50, 
Bishop Sheen's latest collection of sermons 
delivered on television expounds the need 
for religion in every-day life and brims with 
pox)ular anecdotes. • 

MAN'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. By William J 
Wolf. Doubleday & Co. $2.95. A professor ax 
Cambridge (Massachusetts). Episcopal Theo
logical Seminary translates the teachings of 
Jesus about God into modern-day terms £incl 
discusses the need for their application. 

THE REAL ENJOYMENT OF LIVING. By Hy-
man Judah Schachtel. E. P . Dutton & Co, 
$2.75. As chief rabbi of a Texas congregation 
and columnist for the Houston Post, Dr, 
Schachtel in these popularized and inspira
tional sermons gives his views on marriage, 
education, and a host of daily problems. 

THE RENEWAL OF MAN: A Twentieth-Cen
tury Essay on Justification by Faith. By Al
exander Miller. Doubleday & Co. S2.95. Ex
ploring ways and means of making contem
porary life significant, the author calls for 
a wider application of the basic principles 
expounded in the Bible. 

SECULARISM IS THE WILL OF GOD. By 
Horace M. Kallen. Twayne Publishers. $4. 
Dr. Kallen, a professor emeritus of the New 
School for Social Research in New' York, 
analyzes the historic relation of church and 
state in America and in strong terms ad
vocates a continued separation to preserve 
the liberties now enjoyed by both. 

THEOLOGY AND REALITY. By W. Norman 
Pit tenger. The Seabury Press. $3.25. Dr. Pit-
tenger has an ecumenical approach to the 
Christianity of our times and as the vice-
chairman of the Theological Commission of 
the World Council of Churches he explains 
the relation of religion to science, philoso
phy, liberal traditions, and culture. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT CATHOLICS. By Virgil 
A. Kelly. The Dial Press. $2.75. As an active 
member of the Knights of Columbus, Mr, 
Kelly in crusading fashion answers a cata
logue-full of criticism directed against the 
faith he represents. 

TRUTH IS ONE: The Story of the World's 
Great Living Religions in Pictures and Text. 
By Henry James Forman and Roland Gam
mon. Harper & Bros. $5. Religion as it is 
practised todav in both the West and the 
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