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flesh. Claude, like the “lamb” of Mau-
riac’s latest novel, will find his vo-
cation in a sacrificial martyrdom for
the sake of the brother and the sister
whose destinies will be respectively
suicide and holy matrimony. Claude’s
agonizing longing for purity strug-
gles against a sensuality that is whol-
ly animal, and nobody knows better
than Mauriac how to conjure up an
atmosphere of lust and vice. By inti-
mation and suggestion that is almost
hypnotic he makes us gaze through
the drawn blinds of the bedroom
where young Edward is nuzzling
into the white bosom of the house-
keeper’s daughter, linger over the
scene where Edward and Claude loll
naked on the river bank, where
Claude catches May in his arms under
the plum tree.

“Only one novel is proposed to the
Christian,” Mauriac once wrote in his
journal. “His own—the debate be-
tween himself and his Creator.” And
his popularity with us is sufficient
testimony that his concept of the
novel as a branch of Christian apolo-
getics does not make him any less
effective.

Whether we have a “Flesh and
Blood” or “L’Agneau” in hand, we
know we hold an authetic masterpiece
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LITERARY CRYPT NO. 620
A cryptogram is writing in
cipher. Every letter is part of a
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BXTFIWGKW PXG NCQMWE

ROTJIGX’'N MW QJAO

JRWG JXNCI NOWS
PEW RWPRTXWG.
T. F. OTIQWR

Answer to Literary Crypt No. 619
He must not laugh at his own
wheeze: A snuff box has no right
to sneeze.
—Keith Preston.

that combines psychological profund-
ity with rare perfection of style and
form. —LAURENT LESAGE.

ALSQ NOTED: In “A Most Contagious
Game” (Doubleday, $3.75), Samuel
Grafton’s first novel, a crime reporter
named Dan Lewis is directed to “sink
below the level of legal life” in the
interests of a first-hand expose of
the underworld. The amoral jour-
nalist sinks deeper than he had in-
tended, and finds that he enjoys the
sensation. Lewis becomes a big wheel
in the rackets, thrills to a kind of
awareness that he calls “a sense of the
moment”—and finally is bailed out
morally by a helping hand from the
world of normality. “A Most Con-
tagious Game” moves fast and is
sometimes wryly amusing, but Mr.
Grafton’s reporter and his partners
in felony are just too elusive to make
much of an impression on the reader.

Unrest in Sumatra is the spring-
board for LaSelle Gilman’s latest es-
say in Oriental blood and thunder.
“Sow the Wind” (Sloane, $3.50) shows
what can happen when a local rajah,
in an effort to retain his autonomy
under the new republic, involves him-
self in a rebellion that is controlled
by sinister outside forces. A malevo-
lent agent provocateur, a one-armed
American engineer, and a svelte co-
lonial damsel are caught up in a
situation that maintains its high de-
gree of tension until the last casualty
sinks into the jungle ooze.

The suspense story, one of Britain’s
most dependable exports, has another
satisfying entry in J. M. Scott’s “The
Other Half of the Orange” (Dutton,
$3), which sends ex-Major Martin
Henson drifting through the Alps in
search of a mysteriously missing war-
time comrade. At the foot of the Rom-
bert Glacier Henson finds more than
he bargained for, including some ugly
rumors and a beautiful girl who once
shared his climbing rope. Everything
is cleared up after a proper amount
of cliff hanging, skilfully engineered
by the mountain-loving Mr. Scott.

Kate Grimsdale, the flinty heroine
of Robert Standish’s “Escape from
Pimlico” (Macmillan, $3.50) flees the
bleak hutch of her dour papa in 1915
and winds up twenty-five years later
as the mistress of a Bahamian isle,
slightly dented by life, but supremely
triumphant. The years between are
never easy for Kate, and Mr. Standish
does all he can to make them harder;
misunderstanding, strange coincidence,
sudden death, and a full quota of
heartache make La Grimsdale’s path
as thorny as that of Stella Dallas.
In spite of its abundance of comn
“Escape from Pimlico” is enriched
with enough color and character to
be entertaining. —M. L.
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ing into. In *‘The Assassins” (Harper,
$4) he shows how right that hunch
was, for a country that has brooded
lovingly over its celebrated trials and
murders has neglected perhaps the
most striking crimes of all. This may
be because the notable ingredient of
sex is missing, since with the excep-
tion of Wilkes Booth, who was a la-
dies’ man, the assassins were self-
sufficient madmen who fired their
shots as protest against some fancied
wrong to themselves, (Except for
Zangara, who tried to kill FDR in a
last attempt to rid himself of a psy-
chosomatic stomach ache.) But even
without the popular ingredient Mr.
Donovan’s seven episodes make sus-
penseful reading. Most of them ap-
peared in The New Yorker and have
the meticulous, off-beat research that
lights up the magazine’s non-fiction.
From it we learn that, in Andy Jack-
son’s time, Francis Scott Key de-
fended the first would-be assassin,
doing it so well that he set legal prec-
edents used in later trials. Several
Presidents owe their lives to the
miraculous failure of pistols to fire.
Also that Wilkes Booth, having in the
last week consumed many quarts of
brandy in the record time of two
hours, steeled himself for his awful
crime by taking a chaw of tobacco.
—ALLEN CHURCHILL.

LEGION PRESSURES: In its thirty-six
years of existence how effective has
the nation’s largest and most powerful
veterans’ organization been in shaping
overall national policy? Professor
Roscoe Baker never quite answers
this question in “The American Legion
and American Foreign Policy” (Book-
man Associates, $4.75). But his de-
tailed chronicle of official Legion posi-
tions on such matters as national
defense, immigration, anti-Commu-
nism, and international organization—
set alongside contemporary govern-
ment actions—assembles much of the
raw material from which an answer
can come. Over the years the se-
quence of Legion pronouncements on
foreign-military policy issues has
been impressive., On some, like uni-
versal military training, the Legion
has tried to lead American public
opinion; on others, like international
organization or pre-1941 neutrality, it
has been content mostly to follow.
Missing from this study is any analy-
sis of the extent to which the Legion’s
influential Washington office may also
have affected national policy by less
publicized lobby techniques.
—SAMUEL S. STRATTON.
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and gone”) was more careful; con-
sequently Mr. Wade was able to in-
clude more letters to him than to any
other man in Yeats’s circle. The Ber-
nard Shaw papers are not yet accessi-
ble, and other important letters are
hoarded by dog-in-the-manger col-
lectors. Mr. Wade's edition is there-
fore far from being definitive, but the
contents have been judiciously chosen
to represent as many phases as possi-
ble of the poet’s thinking and deing.
He is specially to be commended for
the samples he includes of Yeats’s
“intolerable tongue.”

As for himself, Yeats had no re-
grets, except for chances wasted. In
his sixties, he told Olivia Shakespear
that “one looks back to one’s youth
as to a cup that a mad man dying of
thirst left half tasted.” And again, “I
shall be a sinful man to the end, and
think upon my death-bed of all the
nights I wasted in my youth.”

Notes

PLEBEIAN GENIUS: Daniel Defoe, when
he died “of a lethargy” (as the notice
said), left at least 375 separate pub-
lished works. In his energetic lifetime
he had been tradesman, traveler,
pamphleteer, journalist, spy, and—
during his final years—novelist. As a
plebeian and Dissenter he did not
share such literary glamour as shines
on Addison, Swift, or Pope. If “The
Letters of Daniel Defoe” (Oxford Uni-
versity Press, $6.75) fails to illuminate
his life and personality it is not the
fault of the editor, George Harris
Healey, whose edition is up to the ex-
cellent standard of Clarendon Press
books. For all his efforts he has gath-
ered 235 letters, only a few of them
new, but almost all accurately based
on manuscript sources, and all clearly
and full annotated.

The first surviving letter is dated
1703, when Defoe was forty-two years
old. And most of the letters were sent
to Robert Harley, the Tory politician

SOLUTION OF LAST WEEK’S
Kingstey DousLeE-CrosTic (No. 1102)

G. H. T. K1MBLE:
OUR AMERICAN WEATHER

Over most of the United States,
May is a month to be regarded cir-
cumspectly. . . . Before it is half over,
it can have played all the tunes in
the English poets’ book, and still
reach into its repertoire for a tornado
and a shower of baseball-sized hail.

whom Defoe served in various capaci-
ties; hence they arve rich only in his-
torical value. For 1706-1707, when
the legislative union of England and
Scotland was being effected, a con-
centration of Defoe’s letters survives,
to the benefit of the historian. Of lit-
erary history there is hardly anything.
Swift, his most important literary
contemporary, and “Robinson Cru-
soe,” his most famous novel, are un-
mentioned in any letter. Even with
its intrinsic deficiencies the collection
is essential to an understanding of
Defoe’s expansive genius. But why is
there no illustration of a manuscript
letter to show us the lineaments of
his hand? —RoBerT HArseanD.

VICTORIAN LITERATURE: The reader who
wishes to explore his way into Vie-
torian literature is faced with two for-
midable obstacles: the great mass of
writing of all kinds produced then
and its close connection with the po-
litical and social history of the period.
Tc direct and ease his journey he can
consult “A Companion to Viectorian
Literature,” by Thomas Marc Parrott
and Robert Bernard Martin (Scrib-
ner’s, $3), a handbook of modest size
and immodest scope.

First the sweep of English history
during Victoria’s reign, with its do-
mestic reforms and foreign entangle-
ments, is set forth in an efficient if
dry style. Then, more persuasively,
the shaping forces of the age are an-
alyzed: the industrial revolution, the
rising democracy, and the new sci-
ence. The importance of these forces
can be appreciated in reading, respec-
tively, Carlyle, Arnold, Tennyson,
major writers who grappled with
them. And in turn these forces have
become crucial ones today. The Vie-
torian background is followed here,
logically, by concise biographies and
bibliographies of nineteen major au-
thors of the age. A chronological table
at the end rounds off the survey. To
the companion’s credit, it does not try
to be a substitute for Victorian liter-
ature but a guide to it. —R. H.

CLASSIFIED

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS are accepted for
things wanted or  wnwanted; personal services;
literary or publishing offers, wunclassified elsewbhere;
miscellaneons items appealing to a special fitelli-
gent clientele: jobs wanted; bowses or camps for
rent: tutoring: traveling compunions; ideas for sale;
opinions (limited to 50 lines). All adrertisements
must be consonant with the character of The Satur-
day Review. Rates per insertion: 40¢ per word; 10-
word minimum, Count 2 extra words for Box and
Numbers, Rates for several insertions—52 times 32¢
per word; 26 times 34¢ per word; 13 times 36¢ per
word; G times 38¢ per wonrd. Full )fmy)lf’ﬂt must be
received seventeen days before publication. We for-
ward all mail rveceived in answer to box numbers and
submit postage bills periodically. Mail to be called
for at 1his office will be held 30 days unly. Address:
Personils Department, The Saturday Review, 25 West
45 Street, New York 36, N. Y.

LITERARY SERVICES

MANUSCRIPT TYPING SPECIALISTS. Excellence
guaranteed. GLADYS-IRENE LEAHEY, Seven Park
Ave., NYC. MUrray Hili 6-4464.

WRITING? Uniquely personal services: style-improv-
ing, ghostwriting, criticism, marketing. Top stand-
ard typing, research. Recommended leading authors,
publishers. SARA CLYNE, 119 West 57 St., NYC 19,
Clrcle 5-7735.

MANUSCRIPTS TYPED, ALL FORMS. Theses, Books,
Plays. MSS. delivery afl publishers. Editing, ghost-
writing, speeches, theses, all subjects. WRITERS'
SERVICE, 7 East 42 St., NYC. MUrray Hill 7-5690.

I LIKE YOUR STYLE! That's what clients say returning

after a long absence; that's what publishers say when

they inaugurate new publications and seek our aid in

getting material. You will too! Try usl MEAD

I&IJ(E:RARY AGENCY, 419 Fourth Ave., Dept. Y-2,
16.

MANUSCRIPT  TYPING: Intelligent,
AMBASSADOR OFFICE SERVICE,
NYC. PLaza 5-1127,

inexpensive.
I7 East 48 St

WE PUBLISH, print, and distribute your manuscript
in pamphlet or book form. Send for free folder.
WILLIAM-FREDERICK PRESS, 313 West 35 St., NYC,

ELEANOR KING, literary agent;

books,
stories, novels. 19 West 44 St., NYC 36,

plays,

STORIES, NOVELS, ARTICLES, BOOKS Marketed.
Highly recommended for publication of fiction and
nonfiction. Editorially recognized advice, recommen-
dations, editing for revision, sales, publication. Un-
established writers assisted. Information available
before sending manuscripts. LAURENCE ROBERTS,
LITERARY AGENT, 33 West 42 St., NYC 36.

TWENTY-THREE IMPORTANT SERVICES for all

writers. Free information about membership.
NATIONAL WRITERS' CLUB, 1817 Gilpin, Denver
18, Colorado.

TEEN-AGE GIRLS: Learn Shokespearean comedy
through acting; interpret mythology in dancing. Read
for enrichment; write for improvement, Elect Latin,
German; enjoy sports. PARKER SUMMER ACADEMY,
Upstate New York, has experienced staff, director
Ph.D., Radcliffe. Pamphlet. Box V-584.

RECORD MART

RECORDERS (ENGLISH FLUTES) KUENG Swiss Im-
port, also Dolmetsch, Purcell, and Barenreiter. Ba-
roque (English fingering). $3.95, $6, $7.50 up. Re-
corder music and records. Free catalogue R55,
HARGAIL, 130 West 56 St., NYC,

RARE RECORDS sold, lowly priced. Free lists, Col-
lections bought. E. HIRSCHMANN, 100 Duncan Ave.,
Jersey City, New Jersey.

RECORDING TAPE, all brands; also used tape
{cleanly erased); other bargains. COMMISSIONED
ELECTRONICS, 2503 Champlain St., Washington, D.C.

RECORDER—ADLER. F Alto. Slightly used. $I5. Box
w-238, :



