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LIBERIA OBJECTS 

THE ARTICLE "Pepper Coast Republic" [SR 
Sept. 24], which is made up of excerpts 
Irom the sections on Liberia in "Inside 
Africa," by John Gunther, is not in ha r 
mony with SR's traditions of accuracy 
and t ruth. Travelogues on the West Coast 
of Africa are often written from the deck-
chairs of ships. Some bolder souls write 
definitive guides as a result of a month's 
stay ashore at the local pubs. Mr. Gun
ther has surpassed them all by writing 
an "inside story" after spendihg only two 
days in Liberia. Liberia is a country in 
transition. The current cultural and po
litical transformation is so rapid that a 
literary sketch is hardly valid a couple 
of days after it is made. Fur thermore, 
deliberate efforts are being made in L i 
beria to insure that a pat tern will 
emerge which will reflect a complex 
interaction of Western Civilization and 
African culture. A cursory glance 
through jaundiced eyes, not taking these 
things into account, is likely to see an 
incongruous, incomprehensible drama. 

Mr. Gunther, without firsthand ex
perience there, leans principally on sec
ond- and thi rd-hand information, excerpts 
from partisan news organs published dur 
ing the heat of a political campaign, for 
example, and to a lesser extent on a 
study of Liberia writ ten by Raymond 
Leslie Buell entitled: "Liberia: A Cen
tury of Survival." He also uses files of 
the League of Nations Commission of 
Enquiry. More than anything else, how
ever, he leans on Elizabeth Furbay's 
"Top Hats and Tom Toms." 

The thoughts behind Dr. Buell's book 
are summarized in Buell's own words: 
"In the light of our present knowledge 
of the cultural and material differences 
between primitive and advanced groups, 
and of the danger in uprooting an indi
vidual from his cultural environment, it 
is almost miraculous that (Liberians) 
should have succeeded as well as they 
did in making a new life for themselves 
in West Africa." Fur ther emphasizing 
the point Dr. Buell wrote: "Having d i 
verse African backgrounds and lan
guages these people (meaning the Negro 
settlers from America) were suddenly 
dumped into an entirely strange spot, 
marked by a severe tropical climate, 
great economic diflSculties, and struggles 
with native tribes and foreign powers. 
It is an astonishing achievement that 
these people should have been able to 
maintain, particularly after the wi th
drawal of American direction in 1847, an 
independent Negro state." 

Any balanced and complete reading of 
Buell's book will establish the relation
ship between Liberia's poverty, her diffi
culties, and the hostility with which 
colonial powers have consistently reacted 
to the independent countries of Africa. 
That Liberia lost a fourth of her te r r i 
tories to those powers is merely men
tioned by Mr. Gunther en passant, as if 
there could be no social demoralization 
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"'Our sole advice to you, young man, is—marry into money." 

or evil economic consequences flowing 
from these century-long despoilments. 

The references to the exportation of 
labor and the Commission of Enquiry 
which touches a period now long past 
must be considered in context. The ex
port and movement of labor under simi
lar conditions were not exclusively a L i -
berian phenomenon. Nevertheless, when 
conditions were exposed which wounded 
the Liberian people's sensibilities drastic 
correctives were immediately instituted. 
Mr. Gunther has not given credit for 
acts of courage on the part of the Li 
berian people which stand in stark relief 
to situations where other national gov
ernments have been known to introduce 
and exercise corrective measures only 
gradually and piecemeal over a long 
period of time. Neither does he recall 
the morality of that day when certain 
members of the League of Nations in
vited Germany to take over Liberia as 
a colony in lieu of territories lost as a 
result of a world war in which Liberia 
had boldly participated on the side of 
the Allies. 

Mr. Gunther 's third and principal 
frame of reference is the twenty-year -
old caricature of Liberia: "Top Hats and 
Tom Toms." The tales about a Liberian 
cabinet minister pilfering a cabbage or 
the Monrovia postmaster calling on for
eign arrivals and demanding $100 to in
sure prompt mail deliveries, the use of 
top hats for stealing toilet paper, etc., 
certainly bring to memory similar little 
jokes in the apocryphal writings of Eliz
abeth Furbay. That book as well as Mr. 
Gunther 's hasty survey of Liberia are 
intended to take the armchair Gulliver 

on a sensational journey into a never-
never land 100 years out of step with 
the surrounding countryside. Here, in 
inert stagnation and laziness, he will find 
men who "work ten days a year," roads 
which are only bands of mud, hospitals 
that are pools of filth and ignorance, and 
corruption and inefficiency at a high p re 
mium. A keen imagination like Jules 
Verne's could conjecture such a story 
without the excuse of a two-day visit. 

Out of fairness Mr. Gunther should have 
mentioned that Liberia spends a larger 
portion of her income for public health 
than any other country; that, in addi
tion to having more than 200 students 
studying abroad, millions of dollars have 
been appropriated in cooperation with 
the Technical Cooperation Administra
tion for a new mechanical and agricul
tural college; that a network of improved 
roads is being constructed from a $21,-
000,000 grant of credit by the Export-
Import Bank. 

A vigorous unification program inau
gurated in 1944 is effectively smashing 
the last vestige of any barriers that ex 
isted between tribal and civilized ele
ments. Already, through Mr. Tubman's 
persistence, the suffrage has been ex 
tended to the tribesmen and tribeswomen 
alike; and education and health facilities 
are being provided, without discrimina
tion, to all sections of the country 
through ninety-six medical clinics, five 
leper hospitals, a sanatorium, and twenty 
general hospitals. 

C. L. SIMPSON. 
Liberian Ambossador 
to the TJnited States. 

New York, N.Y. 
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4 • 

111 54 Volumes Containing 443 Works by 74 Authors 

Spanning 3000 years of Western Thought from 

Homer and the Bible to the 20th Century 

and Including the Key to a New Method of 

Reading The World's First Idea-Index 

The Product of 400,000 Man-Hours of Research 
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C H A U C E R 

in thinking 

In man's great quest for knowledge, nothing has ever approached the immensity 

of the project which resulted in the pubhcation of Great Books of the Western 

World. 

The whole record of our culture is here—in science, history, philosophy, 

mathematics, theology, poetry and literature. Through these works, the greatest 

minds of our civilization are brought together in a continuing conversation 

across the a g e s . . . T H E GREAT CONVERSATION. 

Great Ek>oks of the Western World, and the Syntopicon—which is a vital 

part of this greatest of all literary and educational developments—is not jus t a 

"set of books" in the ordinary sense. The masterful writings included in these 

volumes were carefully selected by a group of eminent educators, philosophers, 

novelists, scientists and poets as representing the works indispensable to the 

liberal education of a free man in the twentieth century. 

No private library or collection can boast them all. Twelve of these books 

are long out of print in English and, therefore, unobtainable. An additional 

nine are either here in their first English translation or are published in trans

lation in the United States for the first time. 

Saturday Review 
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PRECIOUS WISDOM. START READING IMMEDIATELY 
AT THE POINT OF YOUR OWN MAXIMUM INTEREST. 
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the a b i l i t y to and 

is vital to success . Doors 

open to the man w h o 

posses ses this talent 
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as increased life expectancy 

provides more time for 

mental recreat ion 

and an inexhaust ib le fund of adult entertainment 

The Great Books are capable of being both these things because the best enter

tainment is that which elevates as it entertains. When the current best-sellers 

are forgotten, the Great Books will still be great, and will still be read by 

mdlions. Their perpetual challenge is the reason for their permanence as the 

property, not just the possession, of an educated man. 

The Great Books provide "continuous topical reading"—reading through 

a whole series of books on a given subject. Best of all, the vast research necessary 

to such an effort has been done for you. You have but to r ead . . . and listen. 

The Syntopicon finds your topic or " idea" and explores it through the 

centuries. It is a new kind of reference tool. 

Saturday Review 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



The Wisdom of 

34 
VOLUMES 

32.000 
PAGES 

443 
WORKS BY 

74 
AUTHORS, 

OF WHICH 4 3 9 ARE 

COMPLETE AND 

UNEXPURGATED 

WORKS 
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THE GREAT CONVERSA
TION 

THE SYNTOPICON, Part I 
THE SYNTOPICON, Part II 
HOMER 
AESCHYLUS 
SOPHOCLES 
EURIPIDES 
ARISTOPHANES 
HERODOTUS 
THUCYDIDES 
PLATO 
ARISTOTLE I 
ARISTOTLE II 
HIPPOCRATES 

GALEN 
EUCLID 
ARCHIMEDES 
APOLLONIUS 
NICOMACHUS 
LUCRETIUS 
EPICTETUS 
MARCUS AURELIUS 
VIRGIL 
PLUTARCH 
TACITUS 
PTOLEMY 
COPERNICUS 
KEPLER 
PLOTINUS 
AUGUSTINE 

VOL. 19 . 

VOL. 2 0 . 

VOL. 2 1 . 

VOL. 22 . 

VOL, 2 3 . 

VOL. 24 . 

VOL. 2 5 . 

VOL. 26 . 

VOL. 27 . 

VOL. 2 8 . 

VOL. 2 9 . 

VOL. 30 . 

VOL. 3 1 . 

VOL. 32 . 

VOL. •i'i. 

VOL. 3 4 . 

VOL. 3 5 . 

VOL. 3 6 . 

VOL. 3 7 . 

VOL. 3 8 . 

THOMAS AQUIIS 
THOMAS AQUIN 
DANTE 
CHAUCER 
MACHIAVELLI 
HOBBES 

RABELAIS 
MONTAIGNE 
SHAKESPEARE I 
SHAKESPEARE 1 
GILBERT 
GALILEO 
HARVEY 
CERVANTES 
FRANCIS BACO]̂  
DESCARTES 
SPINOZA 
MILTON 
PASCAL 
NEWTON 
HUYGENS 
LOCKE 
BERKELEY 
HUME 
SWIFT 
STERNE 
FIELDING 
MONTESQUIEU 
ROUSSEAU 
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mumm contained in these VOLUMES: 

VOL. 39. ADAM SMITH 
VOL. 40. GIBBON I 
VOL. 41. GIBBON II 
VOL. 42. KANT 
VOL. 43. AMERICAN STATE PAPERS 

THE FEDERALIST 
J. S. MILL 

VOL. 

VOL. 

VOL. 

VOL. 

VOL. 

44. 
45. 

46. 
47. 
48. 

BOSWELL 
LAVOISIER 
FOURIER 
FARADAY 
HEGEL 
GOETHE 
MELVILLE 

VOL. 4 9 . 

VOL. 50 . 

VOL. 5 1 . 

VOL. 5 2 . 

VOL. 5 3 . 

VOL. 5 4 . 

DARWIN 
MARX 
ENGELS 
TOLSTOY 
DOSTOEVSKY 
WILLIAM JAMES 
FREUD 

Read wha t these p rominen t Americans have to say about 
THE GREAT B O O K S : 

Clifton Fodiman, TV and Radio personality, author and 
critic: "As the shell lifted to the ear seems to carry in 
its curves the rumor of the seas of the whole world so 
this brief shelf of books placed against the mind makes 
audible the living voices of 3000 years of civilization. 
He who has once heard these voices is forever freed 
from the thralldom of the current and breathes to his 
last breath a purer and a larger air." 

Jacques Maritain, Professor of Philosophy, Princeton 
University: "The Syntopicon, with its 102 introductory 
essays on the great ideas and its systematically arranged 
references provides research workers with an excep
tionally useful instrument. But it is much more, in my 
opinion, than an instrument for scholarly research. It is 
also an instrument for̂  and a harbinger of, that new 
endeavor of critical examination and creative synthesis 
through which alone the tradition of the Western world 
can survive and advance." 

Rabbi Finlcelslein, President, The Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America: "The appearance of the Great 
Books is an occasion which contributes greatly to the joy 
of all of who are concerned with the spiritual develop
ment of the American people. Inevitably, the communion 
with great minds of the past will prove helpful to us in 
the present confusion. I am glad to see that the Great 
Books have had such a warm welcome. Please accept my 
most cordial congratulations and good wishes." 

Gene Tunney, Former Heavyweight Boxing Champion 
of the World: "To me the books seem to contain the 
literary, philosophical and scientific works which played 
so great a part in the development of our present civili
zation. I am delighted to have them. 

"Anyone can read these books with profit and enjoy
ment. And, because of your new development, the 
Syntopicon, one can sit down to this mental feast and 
select the morsels that are most appealing to the indi
vidual or to his interest or mood of the day." 
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IDEAS 

NOW, for the first 

time CLASSIFIED, 

ORGANIZED, 

INDEXED and 

CROSS INDEXED 

in a TWO-VOLUME 

IDEA REFERENCE 

WORK called the 

SyTiill^u 'icon 
This w&w approach to the comprehension of Ideas was developed for you under the 
direction of the University of Chicago—after 400,000 man hours of scholarly research. 

A problem of human relationships may arise today. This evening you call into 
conference thinkers like Plato, Shakespeare, Freud, William James, Kant, Machiavelli 
and a host of others. 

You apply their thinking directly to solve your problem so tomorrow you can meet 
it squarely and conquer it eloquently and decisively. 

i(/Aai C61^ Si/n^ui&ft / 
The Syntopicon in two volumes treats each idea, first with a brief chapter or essay. Next, 
the Syntopicon gives the page numbers and paragraphs where the meat of each idea is 
treated by the various authors who have dealt with it. The Syntopicon is a Dictionary, 
or Index, of Ideas. 

The Syntopicon includes 3000 topics with 163,000 references to their exact loca
tion in the classification of 102 ideas. 

These topical outlines, produced after thousands of hours of research, enable the 
reader to find any of these subjects as simply as he would consult a dictionary or ency
clopaedia. Saturday Review 
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the GREAT BOOKS 
are great 

Who "selected" the Great Books? In a sense, 
no one really selected them. That is to say no 
one in the 20th Century needed to "select" 
Shakespeare, Dante, Milton or Goethe. It was 
just inconceivable that these writers and their 
works could be left out of the Great Books. 
They, and others like them, are the truly great, 
the architects of our civilization; theirs is the 
spirit that unites all men everywhere and in 
every age in a common, continuing search. 

These are the universal men whose ideas 
animated the peoples of the earth; and their 
thinking is woven—not summarized or digested 
—into the Great Books of the Western World. 

The Great Books are as great today, there
fore, as yesterday or tomorro>w. They are 
always and everywhere contemporaneous, be
cause man is always and everywhere the same. 
They touch every man in all his concerns and 
at every crisis. 

After meeting over a period of two years, the 
men who evaluated the Great Books presented 
their list for publication. That list contained 
443 works of 74 authors, exclusive of the Bible, 
which is already universally available and almost 
universally owned. 

the and 
of the GREAT BOOKS 

Rudolph Ruzicka, one of America's leading 
designers and typographers, planned the design 
of the 54 volumes in the Great Books. With the 
great skill of the master designer, he gave each 
volume a format and typographical style appro
priate to the works it contains. 

Color of Binding Indicates Subject Matter 

The volumes vary in size from 200 to 1,200 
pages. They vary in color and typography as 
well. For example, the yellow bindings signify 
Epic and Dramatic Poetry, Satires, and Novels; 
the blue signify History, Ethics, Economics, 
Politics, and Jurisprudence; the green indi
cate Mathematics and Natural Sciences; the 
red bindings signify Philosophy and Theology. 
Neutral grey bindings are used for the three 
volumes which constitute the reference work 
of ideas. 

In his note on the Fairfield type face, which 
he designed and which is to be found in several 
volumes of the Great Books, Mr. Ruzicka ex
pressed his feeling that the reader "expects 
nothing but to be left in optical ease while he 
pursues his reading". Books, like type, should 
be designed to "invite reading"—and that has 
been accomplished in these beautiful volumes. 

Saturday Review 
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>vhat the 
GREAT BOOKS 
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Just as an adult education is interminable, the 
Great Books are inexhaustible. They can never 
be read enough. They benefit for a lifetime. 
Here are some of the ways in which they benefit: 

They are an invaluable means of self-help, 
self-improvement. They nourish alertness, pre
vent one from "going to sleep" mentally. 

They increase vocabulary, provide a common 
means of conversational companionship. 

They help to develop a personal philosophy 
of life, help one to make sense out of the many 
contradictions and complexities of life. 

They help one to measure and evaluate his 
own prejudices, convictions and hopes against 
the timeless standards of thought. 

They provide interesting and entertaining 
reading material from the best minds of our 
civilization. 

They provide perspective and make possible 
a clearer insight to issues in business and 
politics. 

They stimulate the mind, sharpen the wits, 
help one to get along in business, the profes
sions with associates and family. 

They are an invaluable tool to the speaker, 
the writer, the forum leader. 

They provide children with unusual advan
tages because they enable parents to better 
direct the child's activities. 

They save students and scholars endless 
research (the research has been done for them) . 

They open new vistas of thinking.. . 

they support a 

m 
The Great Books are not a monument. They 
are meant to be read. They have an inner unity 
and continuity that makes them forever read
able. In the Great Conversation (volume 1) , 
Robert M. Hutchins presents a very compre
hensive coverage of this point. 

When you have studied the Great Conversa
tion in the opening volume and the Great Ideas 
in the Syntopicon volumes, you will be carried 
along from topic to topic, from idea to idea, 
from book to book—and you will find the 
Great Books as permanently satisfying as the 
pursuit of wisdom is endless. 

/ * ' ACT NOW! While Limited Edition Lasts! 

GREAT BOOKS OF THE WESTERN WORLD 
Dept. 67-B 425 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 11, Illinois 

I should like to receive without obligation on my part, additional information 
on GREAT BOOKS OF THE WESTERN WORLD and the significant 
contribution to knowledge made by the SYNTOPICON. 

Name. 

Street ir No. 

City. .Zone. .State. 

D Also tell me how I can earn college credits from the 
University of Chicago by reading the Great Books. 

SO VALUABLE The UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

offers college credits for supervised home reading 

'™ GREAT BOOKS 
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PRINTED IN U.S.A 
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RUSSIA 

Commissar Curmudgeon's Melange 

^^ISotes for a Journal," by Maxim 
Litvinov (William Morrow. 347 pp. 
$3.75), is a fascinating but unauthen-
licated collection of political reminis
cences, which ivere purportedly written 
by a former high Soviet official. Our 
reviewer is Professor Sidney Harcave 
of Harpur College, author of "Russia, 
A History" and other books. 

By Sidney Harcave 

AS Soviet memoirs go, we have had 
-TJL thus far the post-revolutionary 
political experiences of only one for
mer member of the Politburo, one 
former member of the Central Com
mittee of the Communist Party, and 
one former People's Commissar—and 
these three were all one, Leon Trotsky. 

Those other Communist leaders who 
have ventured into the field of autobi
ography have usually dealt only with 
their prerevolutionary past and warily 
stopped short at the Soviet period. 

But Maxim Litvinov, to whom 
"Notes for a Journal" is ascribed, was 
for many years a Central Committee
man and People's Commissar of For
eign Affairs, and his personal record 
of those years—if authenticated— 
would be a valuable addendum to our 
limited knowledge of the USSR from 
within. 

As a book his supposed "Notes for 
a Journal" is a melange of trivial and 
important items, all of them interest
ing. There is a description of the 
Politburo debating Soviet policy on 
the Spanish Civil War and there is 
an account of how two intelligence 
agencies paid large sums for two ver
sions of the Tanaka Memorial (both 
of which turned out to be forgeries). 
Here one also finds Stalin discoursing 
on the uses of policemen, Kamenev 
displaying a tongue so sharp that it 
might be expected to sever his head 
from his body, and still another ver
sion of the death of Stalin's second 
wife. One finds former Politburocrat 
Bubnov being divorced for permitting 
his child to be baptized but continuing 
to live in sin with his ex-wife and the 
leader Stolz, who was in charge of 
Party discipline, a-tremble with fear 
because his sister made gefilte fisch. 
One watches a group of commissars' 
wives at a seance summoning up the 
materialistic ghost of Karl Marx, and 

U 

one finds Litvinov himself expressing 
preference for a weak anti-Soviet 
Germany rather than a strong, friendly 
one. 

True or false, the notes reveal the 
vigorous personality of a Russo-
Jewish curmudgeon who is keenly 
appreciative of his own virtue, sensi
tive to criticism, and impatient with 
all those of weaker attributes. It 
would be a pity if so intriguing a 
book should prove to be pure fabri
cation. 

But the publishers of "Notes for a 
Journal" candidly state that they can
not vouch for its authenticity. They 
can vouch only for the fact that "a 
group of Russians in Paris" came into 
possession of the typescript of the 
material, which was allegedly dictated 
by Litvinov at various times from 
1926 to 1950 and deposited by him 
with a Soviet envoy to Sweden who 
died three years ago, Mme. Kollontai. 
E. H. Carr, who was asked to judge the 
authenticity of the document before 
its original publication in England, is 
inclined to believe after examining the 
typescript and talking to persons who 
knew something of its history that 
part of it is possibly genuine and that 
the other part is probably spurious. 
Yet neither Mr. Carr nor the publish
ers explain how the document came 
into the hands of its purveyors, and 
the identification of them as nnerely 
"a group of Russians in Paris" invites 
caution, especially since Paris has long 

been known as one of the major cen
ters for the fabrication of Soviet 
documents. 

O O THE consideration of the book's 
authenticity must center on the prob
lem of credibility. It is difficult to 
believe that Litvinov would have 
made the numerous errors of fact 
which are scattered throughout the 
work—e.g., that the Politburo decided 
in 1926 to prepare for an early Com
munist seizure of power in China. Ac
tually it is an established fact that the 
Politburo firmly rejected such a course. 

Mr. Carr suggests that errors may 
be part of the embroidery added to 
the original text. But even if Mr. 
Carr's suggestion is granted there is 
still the doubt raised by the out-of-
focus character of much of the work. 
Some of the outstanding events of 
Litvinov's career are ignored while 
insidious gossip, personal grudges, and 
intimate relations are fulsomely dis
cussed. Credulity is further strained 
by the fact that the reader is asked 
to accept the idea that a Soviet leader 
would risk the danger involved in 
keeping secret notes. Against all 
doubts, however, one must admit that 
Litvinov while still in the service of 
the Soviet Government in 1946 told 
both Ambassador Walter Bedell Smith 
and American correspondent Richard 
Hottelet of his opposition to Soviet 
policy. Such a man may have dared 
to leave an inside record for the world. 

For MHS 
By Jesse Stuart 

SOFT, velvet grass erases all the scar 
Where she now lies embedded for the night. 
Beneath the sun, the ambient wind and star . . . 

Amid the grass, her yuccas blossom white. 
Her eyes have seen before these in their season 
But cannot see them blossom now for her; 
The quilt that she lies under is the reason. 
So close where they and winds of April stir . . . 
Hands that once plucked the yuccas for bouquets, 
Each day, the vase refilled in every room, 
Cannot reach through the walls of Plum Grove clay, 
To touch again and fondle yucca bloom. 
Nor can their white-hair roots reach to her bed. 
She and her flowers must remain apart. 
Her living yuccas and the wreaths we spread, 
Garlands of beauty too far from her heart. 
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