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end to lose. I took a deep b r e a t h and 
closed nij- eyes and though t d e s p e r 
a te ly of Lucy . 

W h e n I opened t hem again I was 
b a c k in m y living room at h o m e wi th 
Lucy and. of all people, Mr. Noyse . 
T h e y w e r e si t t ing toge the r on t he sofa 
and s eemed ve ry su rp r i s ed to see m e . 
I no ted a bo t t l e of Scotch on the cock
tail t ab le and two h a l f - e m p t y glasses . 

" J o h n n i e ! " L u c y a lmost s c r eamed . 
"I t hough t you w e r e on the n ight 
t r a in ! " 

•'I missed it," I said sheepish ly . " I 'm 
sor ry , Mr . Noyse . I'll catch t he first 
one in t he m o r n i n g . " 

B u t Mr. Noyse s eemed disposed to 
let this pass . 

" I t ' s q u i t e all r ight , F l a shback , " h e 
said has t i ly . "Don ' t g ive it a t hough t . " 
H e g lanced a t h i s wa tch . " D e a r me , 
i t 's ge t t ing late . As a m a t t e r of fact. 

don ' t b o t h e r abou t tha t m o r n i n g 
t ra in , I th ink I'll r u n up to P r y d e m y 
self. No sense y o u r t ak ing a nas ty t r ip 
l ike tha t in t he midd le of w i n t e r . " 

When he h a d gone I told L u c y 
g rave ly how h o n o r e d she shou ld b e 
tha t t he boss himself h a d cal led. It 
mean t , of course , t ha t I was be ing 
cons idered for p a r t n e r s h i p . Those 
th ings a lways had the i r significance. 

"Oh, da r l ing , " she exc la imed a bit 
wi ld ly , "I hope y o u ' r e r ight !" 

"Of course , I 'm r igh t . " 
" I 'm glad you didn ' t go to P r y d e , " 

she con t inued after w h a t s eemed a 
r a t h e r reflect ive p a u s e . " A n d I 'm glad 
you don ' t h a v e to go in t h e m o r n i n g . 
Dar l ing , tell m e you w o n ' t l eave me 
aga in for P r y d e . E v e r ? " 

" I 'm t h r o u g h wi th P r y d e , " I said as 
I took h e r in m y a r m s . A n d th is t ime 
I k n e w I m e a n t it. 
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THE CASE OF THE 
THREE LOST LET
TERS 

Christopher Bush 
(MatmiUan: S2.75) 

Aging English busines.s-
man fears for life; Pvt. Op. 
J.udovic Travers takes over 
sitting assignment in vain. 

Population large, much Amiably 
commuting involved, but complex, 
nobody misses a meal in 
this well-paced job. 

THE COUNTRY-
HOUSE Bt'RGLAR 

Michael Gilbert 
(Harper: S2.75) 

British suburban colony 
jarred by corpse-producing 
explosion, echo of 1920 
blast; cops and amateurs 
pool findings. 

Setting and personnel ad- His usual 
mirable; tension holds bang-up 
njcely; skilful, taut hand- job. 
ling all the way. 

iVlURDER COMES 
TO EDEN 
Leslie Ford 

(Scribner: $2.75) 

Ancient killing haunts lV(a-
ryland countryside as road-
builders and real-estaters 
move in. 

Kiddies, dogs. insects 
increase complications; 
characters too numerous 
and fitted to formula. 

Severely 
involved. 

THE PAINFUL 
PREDICAMENT OF 

SHERLOCK 
HOLMES 

Will/anj Gillette 
(Ben Abramson, 
Chicago: $3.50) 

Vincent Starrett intro. gives 
history of this "tenth of an 
act" curtain-raiser, now first 
printed. 

Author-playwright who Compul-
created part utters no sory for 
word in this enjoyable BSIs. 
fantasy, produced Lon
don, 1905, 

THE DARK PLACE 
Mildred Davis 
(S&S: $2.75) 

Female screwball lams, un
settling eastern US com
munity as parents fret over 
kiddies. 

Confused state of patient Moody, 
is transferred to reader; murky, 
authorities strangely com- misty, 
placent. 

SHOOT A SITTING 
DUCK 

Darid Alexander 
(Rando)n: $2.75) 

Bart Hardin of Broadway 
fronts for exacting boss 
when painter dies and lady 
vanishes. 

Pace grows fast as wad of His best 
dough is stashed in little yet, 
theatre; Lt. Romano usual 
good cop. 

GENTLY DOES IT 
Alan Hunter 

(Rinehart: $2.75) 

Yardman Gently, on vaca
tion, takes usual busman's 
holiday when timber tycoon 
goes boom. 

Football game exciting. Detection 
and so is CID vs. local all the 
cops tilt; climax deliber- way. 
ately foreshadowed. 

THE GREER CASE 
David W. Peck 

(S&S: S3.75) 

NY jurist narrates true 
court drama concerning re
cent will fight with Mass. 
angles. 

Fascinating yarn, skilfully Top 
set forth, with technical drawer, 
aspects made clear. 

NEVER PLEAD 
GUILTY 

John IV^esley Noble 
and Bernard Averbuch 

(Farrar, Straus: 
$3.50) 

Life history of Jake Ehr-
lich, SF trial lawyer, with 
numerous case histories in
volving name clients. 

Nice studies of courtroom Sound 
technique make this a enter-
worthy addition to fact- tainment. 
crime shelf. 
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the late 1930s, it revolves a r o u n d 
s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d J o e B u r n s a n d h i s 
d r u n k a r d fa ther . T h e condi t ion of 
t h e i r life t oge the r is one of conflict, 
n e i t h e r of t h e m able to u n d e r s t a n d 
w h a t mo t iva t e s t he o the r to be w h a t 
he is, a n d bo th p r e t e n d i n g not to 
ca re . F ina l ly t he s t rugg le is ended by 
dea th , a n d Joe , ab le now to c o m 
p r e h e n d some of t he b r o k e n ties t ha t 
b o u n d h i m and his "old m a n " toge ther . 
can b e g i n to get free of t h e m as he 
n e v e r cou ld before. 

H o n e s t y of feeling a n d k n o w l e d g e 
of one ' s sub jec t a r e no t e n o u g h to 
m a k e a novel is t of t he first r ank , b u t 
t h e j ' he lp a lot, a n d Mr . E r n o , t h o u g h 
h i s first book is far f rom faul t less , 
s eems to h a v e t hem. S o m e t i m e s they 
a u g u r a s t eady ar t i s t ic d e v e l o p m e n t 
wh ich is w o r t h keep ing t r a c k of, a n d 
w e can h o p e t h a t such is the case he re . 

— J E R O M E S T O N E . 

VALIANT MAID: To plot a c lean s tory 
l ine t h r o u g h t he po l i t i co-mi l i t a ry 
mess c h u r n e d u p by t h e W a r s of the 
Roses is n o easy job, b u t B a r b a r a Jef-
feris s o m e h o w m a n a g e s to do it in 
"Beloved Lady" (S loane , $3.95). It is 
on ly occasional ly t h a t t h e r o m a n c e of 
M a r g e r y P a s t o n gets lost in the s h o w 
e r s of L a n c a s t r i a n a r r o w s and the 
t ang led swi tches of York i s t al legiance. 
A lesser h e r o i n e t h a n M a r g e r y would 
h a v e been p e r m a n e n t l y lost in t he 
c lu t t e r . W h e t h e r t h e y w o r e t he whi t e 
rose or t h e red , w e l l - b o r n girls of 
t h a t p r a g m a t i c e ra w e r e m a r r i e d off 
as i n s t r u m e n t s of family advan tage . 
F o u r t e e n - y e a r - o l d M a r g e r y loved 
R icha rd , w h o h a d n e i t h e r wea l th nor 
power , and, come dea th itself, wou ld 
m a r r y n o o ther . 

T h o u g h R icha rd was h e r fa ther ' s 
bailiff, ind i spensab le to l anded gen t ry 
on t h e m a k e , t he P a s t o n s scorned h im 
as a s o n - i n - l a w . M a r g e r y n u r s e d he r 
family t h r o u g h t he epidemic and stood 
b y t h e m loyal ly in t h e confused civil 
s tr ife , b u t she r e j ec t ed t he su i tors they 
chose for he r . N e i t h e r h e r m o t h e r ' s 
b r u t a l bea t ings nor s emi - s t a rva t i on in 
a n u n s p e a k a b l e h e l l - h o l e b r o k e h e r 
p u r p o s e or h e r spiri t . W h e n it c ame 
to defense of t h e last e s ta te left he r 
b e l e a g u e r e d family M a r g e r y w a s b e 
side R i c h a r d on t he p a r a p e t swinging 
a r igh t s tou t axe . Old Sir J o h n h a d 
b e e n m i s t a k e n in deg ree bu t not in 
k i n d w h e n h e called h e r J o a n of Arc . 

— A N N F . W O L F E . 

REDEEMER OF ROME'S NAME: S t e r n T a c i 
tu s , l a m e n t i n g the decay of t he old 
R o m a n spir i t , wou ld h a v e given a r e 
spectful " A v e ! " to R a l p h Graves ' s 
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GREEK LINE 

More for your money with appreciable 
savings in the "off-season". To romantic 
ports, Athens, gateway to all Europe. 
The 23,000-ton OLYMPIA . . . 90% of 
space reserved for Tourist passengers. 
Luxurious First Class. Also service to 
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no other book h a i ever »howtt h im. 

The Mind of Napoleon 
A SElCCTiON FROM H t i WRiTTEN ftHD SPOKEN WORDS 

g£? 
Edrt^df «iKt tramlated by 
,1, CHMSTOPfitfl HEROtP 
At a l l boskstores, $5,00 
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EGYPT-

WINTER SPORTS 
WITH 

WEST INDIAN 
FLAVOR! 

-the NEAR EAST-

-and PERSIA-

A fascinating tour beginning March 2nd, 
through Apri l 25. 1956. Cairo, Luxor, Jerusalem, 
Petra, Amman, Damoscus, Baghdad, Teheran, 
Isfahan, Beirut and Istanbul, and extending to 
GREECE. Delphi, Olynnpia, Epidauros, Corinth 
and Athens. Leadership: Dr. James H. 
Breasted. Jr. Colorful, informotive and de
lightful. Wri te; 

BUREAU of UNIVERSITY TRAVEL 

13 Boyd St reet Newton , Mass. 

ONLY NON-STOP 

LUXURY SERVICE 

Water-skiing at a wonderful 80°, skin-
diving, fishing and golf . . . balmy ocean 
breezes. Less Than 6 Hours From N. Y, 

AVfA^CA 
Oldest Airline in the Americas 

See Your Travel Agent or 

PA/V MERiCA/VGenl AgUs 
80 East 42nd St., N. Y. 17, N. Y. ST 6-0600 
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