Fiction

Continued from page 18

who had escaped with his fortune
would have been regarded as a re-
spectable addition to the community.

- HEEL IN THE SHOE BUSINESS: To the
lengthening roster of business novels
is now added Richard Marsten’s “The
Spiked Heel” (Holt, $3.95), which is
not about baseball, but about the
ladies’ shoe game. “The Spiked Heel”
tells what happens when an octopus
named Titanic Shoe takes over the
smaller firm of Julien Kahn. Raymond
Griffin, a slavey in Kahn's Cost De-
partment, views the new regime with
misgivings, especially when it abol-
ishes the Cost Department. Actually
Titanic isn't all bad; it’s just that Ti~
tanic’s hatchet man, hulking Jefferson
McQuade, is a sadistic rotter who goes
around firing old employes and pinch-
ing young ones. “He’s twisted, Marge,
twisted with this . . . this longing for
power,” Griffin tells his girl, who was
badly pinched. Eventually the villain-
ous McQuade goes too far—he begins
to turn out punk shoes—and there are
fireworks aplenty at old Julien Kahn.
The professional lore with which Mr.,
Marsten fills his book is of some in-
terest, but “The Spiked Heel” suffers
from having too anemic a narrative to
carry such a weight of data.
—MARTIN LEVIN.

STORM IN AN IRISH TEAPOT: It takes an
Irishman to poke fun at the Irish and
get away with it. Since it’s all in the
family Honor Tracy’s fellow Gaels
may enjoy “The Straight and Narrow
Path” (Random House, $3.50), in
which she spoofs the native religiosity
that puts a Sassenach intruder in his
place. For while the story churns
crazily about certain pious villagers
of Patrickstown the edifying and
steadying theme is the education of
one Andrew Butler. An English an-
thropologist, logical of thought and
direct of speech, Andy pulls all Ire-~
land down over his ears by writing
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... Only the hermit thrush still sings

in the unfathomed depth of cool

greenery fresh from hidden springs
. . . quite alone

is the man amid the summer maze, ...

beyond the flickering of days.

Into a peace profound as this

the pebble of his heart was cast.
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an article in which he mentions the
celebration of fertility rites in a Pa-
trickstown convent. The bewildered
scholar is sued by Canon Peart, who
is not only the nuns’ spiritual director
but a debt-ridden pastor quite mind-
ful of the financial potentialities of
legal threat. To the disconcertment of

the Canon and his rascal of a solicitor ° "

Andy fights the suit.

Mass lunacy ensues and everyone
gets into the act—villagers of assorted
mental levels, sharp lawyers from
Dublin, and a curate bent on reform-
ing the local harlot. Prominent, too, is
daffy Viscount Patrickstown, last of
a 400-year dynasty of Alien Usurpers
and a most divestible fellow. The di-
vestibility in its less economic aspect
begets tales of apparitions, one of
which—here the author skirts the
sacrilegious—is acclaimed, Ireland-
wise, as miraculous. By this time per-
fidious Albion’s scion has not only
learned the oblique subtlety of the
Irish mind but become a paragon of
subtlety himself.

Miss Tracy has as irreverent a wit
as iver the divil spawned in the thirty-
two counties, and her robust satire
can leave you helpless with laughter.
But the lady plays rough at times,
especially when it comes to the good
Canon. It’s no fair and she is hereby
penalized for clipping.

—ANN F. WoLrE.

GROWN-UP CHILDREN: “The trouble with
all of us,” says Miriam, the mixed-up
heroine of “The Shadow Boxers”
(Scribner’s, $3), “is that we're too old
to have parents and too young to be
without.” Miriam is unusually percep-
tive about her massive neurosis,
though the precise root of it escapes
her till the end of Edith Heal’s fine
novel. “The Shadow Boxers” is a
series of revealing vignettes, describ-
ing the childlike relationship of two
people who are quite unable to come
to grips with reality. Miriam Blake,
the daughter of a crabbed and bitter
Midwest scholar, is in love with
her cultivated French spouse; but she
is also the victim of a tangled sub-
conscious which makes it difficult for
her to assume her wifely role. Pierre
Childert, the husband, is an even
frailer reed. Small wonder it is that
when Miriam and Pierre are in Paris
on their honeymoon Miriam winds up
in American Hospital with the vapors,
and Pierre goes off seeking a single
Chanel red carnation (“It must have
double petals”) to present to his ex-
quisite maman, who is still his best
girl. These two shadowboxers with
life whirl farther apart in their re-
spective ofi-center orbits until the
war and divorce finally put an end to
their little charade. Seen through the
distorted but hypersensitive vision of
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Miriam Blake, the novel moves with
a liquidity that gives it a properly
fantastic air of unreality. —M. L.

EXPATRIATES REVISITED: “The Ides of
August,” a first novel by William Hay-
good (World, $4.75), is set on the
magic isle of Spanish Mallorca, whose
shores are gently washed with cheap
cognac and whose village gardens are
a riot of late-blooming expatriates of
the usual variety—the neurotic aca-
demician, the lavender-tinted lady
poet, the soured newspaperman, etc.
When they aren’t trying to stave
off the ogreish outside world they
all engage in talk which alternates
between that of the witty, blasé in-
ternational crowd and that of the
hometown, domesticated, diapers-on-~
the-line set.

It is obvious that Mr. Haygood has
been there and inspected the local
fauna; but his setting is described
only occasionally in terms that are
freshly imaginative; and as to the
characters, when they emerge from
the standard-model plotting machine
into which their author feeds them
we know no more, but only care
rather less, about them than when
they were first introduced. They have
been endowed with journalistically
observed mannerisms, but have little
of the density of felt life. In addition,
this attempted anatomy of expatri-
atism is marred by a confused re-
sponse to the subject matter, and
ranges haphazardly from contemptu-
ous caricature (often quite biting) to
sober but superficial psychoanalysis.
Most often, though, it seems to be the
response of a friendly and tolerant,
but uncomprehending outsider, who
thinks he can take his expatriatism
or leave it alone, and who feels only
a vague, uneasy pity for those who
are caught by the real habit of the
thing, ~—JEROME STONE.

FATE OVER FLATBUSH: Typically Flat-
bush, an observer might have said of
the Blunden family, of whom Lenard
Kaufman writes in his sixth novel,
“The Color of Green” (Holt, $3.50).
Mary: a fine mother and housekeeper,
a loyal wife. Tom: a Dodger-rooting
Democrat, a retired watchman with a
faulty ticker and an appetite for beer.
Their daughter Stella: generous,
proper, ripe for marriage.

But there was one a typical note in
this otherwise harmonious chord of



lower-middle-class dulness: Stella’s
beauty. It had already attracted Harry
Williams, a phlegmatic used-car
salesman with slightly balding gray
hair. Harry was kind. He liked beer
and baseball, too. And Stella, attracted
by his warmth and accustomed to his
habits, was drifting inevitably toward
marriage with him.

Then Leon Martin appeared. Hand-
some, rich, young, Leon showers her
with gifts and sweeps her off her feet
with talk of travel and life on Fifth
Avenue. The Dodgers are [orgotten
in the dazzle, and how could beer
compete with an atmosphere of Bal-
enciaga?

But something happens that turns
Prince Charming into a monster of
vindictiveness. What it is goes to the
heart of Mr. Kaufman’s novel. It is
not unfair to say, however, that Leon
is a kind of Lilliputian Othello, vi-
ciously nasty where the Moor was
noble in his defectiveness. Mr. Kauf-
man writes rapidly-paced pedestrian
prose, not without genuine dialogic
skill and a rising quality of suspense.

—CHaRLES LEE.

GHOSY ON THE RHINE: “The Far Travel-

(Doubleday, $3), finds Manning
Coles again forsaking spies for spooks.
Instead of spinning one of those webs
of intrigue for which he has become
justly noted Mr. Coles indulges in
ghostly japery on the order of his re-
cent “Happy Returns.” The scene is a
castle on the Rhine, a likely place for
ectoplasmic mischief, and the moving
spirit is the shade of the young Graf
von Grauhugel. Accompanied by his
valet Bagel, the count (who drowned
in 1869) returns to his favorite haunt
to conclude some earthly business.
Plotzlich he finds himself in the midst
of a shoestring motion-picture com-
pany, which is making a Student
Prinz-type musical on location. It
would take a pretty stupid specter not
to make the most of such a situation,
and the ephemeral count is no Dumm-
kopf. Before you can say Hieronymus
Munchausen he is playing the lead in
the picture, practising feats of spritely
levitation, and preparing to right an
ancestral wrong. Heavy objects hang
suspended in mid-air, suits of armor
walk alone, and all sorts of shady
mummery bug the eyes of the natives.
Most of the changes on this sort of
situation have already been rung, but
“The Far Traveller” does have a few
amusing moments before Grauhugel

and Bagel rejoin their ancestors.
—M. L

LITERARY 1.Q. ANSWERS

Column 2 should read: 21, 6, 12, 18,
19, 9, 3, 15, 11, 4, 2, 20, 16, 7, 13, 14,
1, 10, 17, 5, 8.
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CLASSIFILD 4DVEI\7]SI:/\U NTS are auz’pled for
things wanted or unwanted; personal sevvices;
literary or publishing oflers. nnclaisified eliewhere;
miscellancons iems appealing to o special intelli-
gent clientele: jobs wanted; houses or camps for
vent; tutoring: traveling compamions: ideas for iale;
apintons (limited to 50 lines). Al advertisements
nust be consenaont with the charadter of The Satur-
day Review. Rates per insertion: 40¢ per word: 10-
word minimum. Count 2 extra words jor Box and
Numbers, Rates [or veveral insertions—32 times 32¢
per word: 26 times 34¢ per word: 13 times 36¢ per
word: 6 times 8¢ per word. Full payment must be
recerved eighteen days before pubification, We tor-
ward all matl received in answer to box numbers and
vihmit postage bille periadically. Mail to be called
toi al this nffice will be held 306 days only. Address:
Pervapals Department. The \ulwu/m Review, 25 Weir
43 (fzw/ New York 36, 'I

[[TFRARY‘ SFRVICES

REJECTIONS’ 1 d;cgnose cure, Top-ranking editor
says: "'. . . very high opinion of your comments. . .
All literdry services, l've SOLD unknowns, SARA
CLYNE, 250 W. 57th Street, NYC 19, JUdson 2-1957.

MANUSCRIPTS PROFESSIONALLY TYPED. Tape re-
cordings transcribed. STILLMAN ASSOCIATES, 1394
Third Ave. (at 73th Sf) NYC TRatalgar 9- 9l77

TELEVISION WRITERS, expert representation by TV
specua“szC Terms: Robert Finnell Agency, 507 Fifth

WE SELL YOUR MANUSCRIPT! Literary cgenfs 35
years, Constructive criticism, editing. New writers
invited. References: ANITA DIAMANT, The Writers'
Workshop, Inc., 280 Madxson Ave NYC 6

MANUSCRIPTS PREPARED PROPERLY, Attractive
ru’res Qualityping, l04 Eost Main, G!oucesfer Muss

MANUSCRIPTS EDITED, TYPED. Medical experience.
Secretarial work. Miriam Thockston, 427 East 85 4.,
NYC. BUtterfield 8- 1068
STORIES, NOVELS, ARTICLES BOOKS Marketed.
Highty recommended for pubhcohon of fiction and
nonfiction. Editorially recognized advice, recommen-
dations, editing for revision, sales publication. Un-
established writers ossisted. Information available
before sending manuscript, LAURENCE ROBERTS,
LITERARY AGENT, 33 West 42 St., NYC 36.

TWENTY THREE [MPORTANT SERVICES for all
writers, Free information about membership. NA-
TIONAL WRITERS' CLUB, 817 Gilpin, Denver I8,
Co)orado

MANUSCRIPT TYPING: Intelligent,
AMBASSADOR OFFICE SERVICE,
NYC Pqua 5 Il27

inexpensive.
17 East 48 St.,

OUR book and bookiet production-distribution pro-
gram teatures author-ownership, 70%, royolties, FREE
FOLDER. William-Frederick Press, 313 West 35 St,,
NYC (.

COMPLETE LlTERARY SERVICES Write for terms.
Daniel Mead, Literary Agent, 419 Fourth Ave., NYC
{6, Foreign Office: Yia Archimede 97, Rome, Itaty.

MANUSCRIPT TYPING SPECIALISTS. Excelience
guaranteed. GLADYS-IRENE LEAHEY, Seven Park
Ave., NYC MUrray Hill 5-4464.

MANUSCRIPTS TYPED with
patch, PEGGY SWEET, 424 Madison Ave.,
PLozu 8 2740

mfelllgence and dis-
NYC.

ELEANOR KING
cles, sforles plays

literary agent books,
19 Wesf 44 Sf NYC

PECORD MART

RARE OPERATICS, red seal, European imports; free
fists; Westhoff, 931 Geary, San Francisco.

CHADWICK RECORD CLUB offers huge savings on
all brands of lang playing records and accessories.
Write for information and free catalogue. CHAD-
WICK RECORD CORPORATION, 1123 Broodway,
New York 10, N Y

RARE RECORDS sold, Iowly pnced Free lists, Col-
lections bought. E. H|RSCHMANN 100 Duncan Ave.,
Jersey City, N. J.

novels, arti-

RECORDERS (ENGLISH FLUTES) KUENG Swiss
import, also Dolmetsch, Purcell, and Barenreiter.
Baroque (English f'ngermg) $3. 95 $5, $4.50 up. Re-
corder music and methods. Free catalogue R8s,
HARGAIL, 130 WEST 54 St., NYC,

FILMS

1860 Broadwey, NYC 23, Write for

FILM IMAGES,

iémm cafclogue
IF YOU WANT TO START A FILM CLUB . . . send
$t for the "'Film Society Primer," 96 pp., edited by
Cecile Starr, published by the American Federation
c':,f t;ulm Soc«eﬁes, 110-42 69th Ave., Forest Hills 75,

SR's Index to lémm reviews and articles. Send (0¢
;o FILMS. The Saturday Review, 25 West 45 5S¢, NYC
6.

BA( K ’VU MBFRS

MAGAZINES—millions of back issues, thousand t-
tles. Try us. ""Bock Number' Wiikins, Donvers, Mas-
sachusetts.

OUT OF PRI/VT

FREE SERV\CE thousands of books—complaie as-
sortment fine sets. CRIST BOOK SHOP, 38l Wa-
basha, St. Puu) Minnesota.

HARD-TO-FIND Books located by specmhsfs No
search charge. MADISON BOOKS, 8ox 386A, Madi-
son Square Station, New York 10.

ANY BOOK LOCATED. Free cafulogue MID-WEST
BOOK SERVICE 430! Kensmgfon Defroﬁ 24 Mich.

YOU NAME IT—-WE FIND IT! Prices surprisingly
low! Fast service. Try us—no obligation. INTERNA-
TIONAL BOOKFINDERS, Box 3003-S, Beverly Hills,
California.

ANY AVAILABLE BOOK LOCATED Webb Book
'Secriylce 200 Eost Walter Road, South Bend 14,
ndiana.

NAME THE BOOK~—We'll get it! CHICAGO BOOK-
MART Chicago Helgh\‘s
JOHN FRIEND, BOOKFINDER, can get the book you
v;cnt Free search service. Box 197SR, Caordiff, Cal-
irornia,

BOOKPL/I TF?

FREE CATALOGUE Scores of beavtiful
Address BOOKFLATES Yellow Sprmgs Ohlo

designs.

HERMANN RORSCHACH-—Blography photographs,
bibliography by Henri Elienberger, $1, 40 pp. BUL-
LETIN OF THE MENNINGER CLINIC, The Menninger
Foundation, Topeka, Kunsas

BRITISH BOOK BARGAINS—AlN sub|ecis Ccﬁologue
free, Wanfs solicited, Transbooks,
fyn 26, N,

Box 22-S, Brook-

ATHEIST BOOKS. 32-page ca?ologue free. TRUTH-
SEEKER CcoO., 38 Park Row NYC 8

EXTENSIVE STOCK OF SCHOLARLY BOOKS—LH-
erature, etc. Catalogues issued. PYETELL's BOOK-
Y.

SHOP, 33 Fifth Ave., Pelham 65 N.
|ND|AN MAYA-INCA. Cofologue free. George
Norin, 224 Purchase St., Rye, N. Y.
FOYLES FAMOQUS BOOKSHOP, New, secondhand,

rare and out-of-print Books on all subgecfs. Stock of
over three million volumes. One of England's big-
gest collections of fine bindings. 119-125, Charing
Cross-Road, London WC2, England

BOOKS ON THE EAST: Chinag, Japun Siam, Burma,
India, Central Asio, Persia, Arabia E vpf ete,
Send for catalogues. Established 1920. ORIENTALIA,
Il East 12 St., NYC 3.

FRFNCH BOOK?

THE FRENCH BOOKSHOP‘ 556 Madison Avenve,
New York's French bookshop where French books are
sold exclusively. Mail-order catalogue 40¢.

STUDY IN BEAUTIFUL TAXCO! Springtime all year,

inexpensive living and tuition. Write for folder,

Taxco School of Art, Taxco Guerrero, Mexico.
{Continued on poge 42)



