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b leday , $5) , is the second of two 
Engl i sh vers ions t h a t h a v e a p p e a r e d 
in t he pas t twe lve m o n t h s of this most 
sa t is factory chronic le of Spa in ' s first 
g r ea t feats in the N e w Wor ld . ( F o r 
t h e first, see SR M a r c h 10, 1936.) This 
la tes t t r a n s i t i o n r e p r e s e n t s an effort, 
l a rge ly successful , to r e scue t h e e a r 
l ier Engl i sh vers ion of A. P . Mauds l ay , 
first pub l i shed in Eng land in 1908-
1916, f rom "fusty Vic to r i an i sm . . . a n d 
convey in t h e l a n g u a g e of today the 
spir i t of the t imes in wh ich Don 
B e r n a l l ived and w r o t e . " I t conta ins 
a m o r e a m p l e po r t i on—some 80 p e r 
cent—of th is r e m a r k a b l e s tory , i n 
c luding in pa r t i cu l a r "va r ious o b s e r 
va t i ons" on the s exua l hab i t s of b o t h 
t h e na t i ve Mexicans and the c o n q u e r 
ing S p a n i a r d s t h a t w e r e "e i the r d e 
l e t ed or t r e a t e d euphemis t i ca l ly in 
ear l i e r t r ans l a t i ons" bu t a r e not e x 
pec ted to shock the publ ic in a per iod 
of " m o r e sophis t ica ted tas te and u n 
d e r s t a n d i n g . " 

T h e qualification " l a rge ly" is e m 
p loyed h e r e for two pr inc ipa l r easons . 
M r . Idel l fails to give t h e r e a d e r t h e 
benefit of the edi tor ' s in t imate k n o w l 
edge of B e r n a l Diaz del Casti l lo 's life. 
Half of t he c a r e e r of the gi 'eat c h r o n i 
cler, t he yea r s 1492-1514 a n d 1521-
1 5 8 4 ( ? ) , is a lmost comple te ly b lank . 
A b r i g h t l ight m i g h t h a v e b e e n r e 
flected on the l a t e r per iod by add ing 
a t r ans la t ion of the chronic le r ' s a c 
coun t of a la te r expedi t ion into H o n 
d u r a s a n d G u a t e m a l a . 

Moreove r , Mr. Idel l 's l anguage is no t 
a t all po in ts prec ise ly t h a t of t h e p r e s 
en t day. Fo r example , in severa l 
p laces t h e w o r d " c h i c k e n s " is used to 
descr ibe some sor t of na t ive fowl. 
B u t un less an thropolog is t s and o the r 
schola rs a r e mis taken , t h e r e w e r e no 
ch i ckens in A m e r i c a un t i l t h e y w e r e 
i n t roduced by the S p a n i a r d s and the 
P o r t u g u e s e . T h e w o r d used by D o n 
B e r n a l m a y h a v e been polio or its 
p lu ra l—Ide l l u n h a p p i l y se ldom r e 
vea l s t h e Span i sh w o r d s he t r ans l a t e s 
o r w h a t copy of t h e w o r k h e is fol
lowing for t he pa r t i cu l a r passage . 

T h e t r e m e n d o u s epoch which Diaz 
h e l p e d in his h u m b l e w a y to i n a u g u 
r a t e m a y be nea r ing its end. bu t 
n e i t h e r t he wonder fu l and violent four 
c e n t u r i e s no r t he chronic les h e w r o t e 
abou t t h e m a r e l ikely ever to be for 
got ten . — J . FRED R I P P Y . 

SPAIN'S GOLDEN AGE: Hi s to ry con ta ins 
few m o r e d r a m a t i c epochs t h a n the 
o n e d i s t ingu i shed by Spa in ' s e x p l o r a 
t ions and conques t s of t he s ix t een th 
c e n t u r y . J e a n Descola, a F r e n c h m a n 
w h o h a s l ived close to t he S p a n i a r d s 
a n d imb ibed the spir i t of those golden 
decades of g r a n d e u r , has m a d e full 
u s e of i ts potent ia l i t ies in " T h e Con
quis tadors" ( t r ans l a t ed by Malco lm 
B a r n e s ; Viking, $5) . 

No w r i t e r since P resco t t has w i i t t en 
so thr i l l ing an accoun t of Spain ' s r e 
m a r k a b l e ovei 'seas a ch i evemen t s d u ) -
ing her Siglo del Oro. S t a r t i ng wi th i 
Terra Incognita, Descola moves 
j ap id ly and smooth ly , m a k i n g no d e 
tou r s , t h r o u g h th is thr i l l ing episode 
of m o d e r n h i s to ry and ends wi th a 
"d i rge for the c o n q u e r o r s , " in wh ich 
h e descr ibes the i r charactei- and 
mot iva t ions in a chap te r t ha t the 
gifted P resco t t p robab ly could no t 
h a v e su rpassed if he had tr ied. F e w 
of t he i m p o r t a n t pa r t i c ipan t s a r e 
neglected. Co lumbus , Cor tes , and the 
P i za r ro s a r e especial ly emphas ized , 
b u t o the r s a r e given a d e q u a t e a t t e n 
t ion (possibly excep t ing J i m e n e z de 
Quesada , t h e c o n q u e r o r of the 
Chichas of Colombia , whose exploi ts 
Descola seems no t to h a v e sufficiently 
a p p r e c i a t e d ) . 

T 
J - H E major defect of Descola 's v o l 

u m e is his fa i lure to a p p e n d a b ib l i 
og raphy and to k e e p his r e a d e r s con 
s tan t ly a w a r e of his sources of infor
mat ion . B u t even th is defect m a y 
h a v e t he mer i t of avoid ing d i s t r ac 
t ion and inculca t ing an a p p r o p r i a t e 
skept ic ism. 

T h e deta i ls to be m a s t e r e d in the 
tel l ing of this s to ry a r e so immense 
a n d m a n y of t h e m so m u c h in d i spu te 
t h a t r e a d e r s m a y even need to be 
w a r n e d not to accept th is f a s t - m o v 
ing n a r r a t i v e w i t h o u t compar ing it 
wi th such w o r k s as S a m u e l E. 
Morison ' s " A d m i r a l of t h e Ocean 
Sea ," I r v i n g B . R i c h m a n ' s "Span i sh 
C o n q u e r o r s , " H e r b e r t E. Bol ton ' s 
"Span i sh B o r d e r l a n d s , " a n d F . A. 
K i r k p a t r i c k ' s " S p a n i s h C o n q u i s t a -
dores . " 

If t h e y will t a k e the t roub le to 
do th i s t h e y wil l find t h a t Descola 
is a t t imes a bit too c redu lous , a t 
t imes disposed to cl ing to fancies, a n d 
at t imes in e r r o r in respec t to m i n o r 
m a t t e r s , bu t n e v e r far w r o n g a n d 
n e v e r lacking in h i s capaci ty to see 
t h e g rea t d r a m a as a who le . O n e m a y 
doub t his asse r t ion t h a t C o l u m b u s 
was very l ikely a J e w and tha t J e w s 
w e r e p r o m i n e n t a m o n g those w h o 
s u p p o r t e d his first voyage ; one m a y 
d o u b t t he accu racy of his s t a t e m e n t s 
r e g a r d i n g the size of the sai l ing v e s 
sels employed by the g rea t d i scov
e re r ; one m a y d o u b t t h a t a n y s e a m e n 
from the Br i t i sh Isles w e r e a m o n g 
those w h o .sailed w e s t w a r d w i t h 
C o l u m b u s f rom P a l o s in 1492; one 
m a y ques t ion t h e y a r n a b o u t C o l u m 
b u s a n d the egg—one m a y h a v e 
d o u b t s r e g a r d i n g these a n d a few 
o the r s imi lar de ta i l s and still insist 
w i th th i s r e v i e w e r t h a t Dresco la 
h a s p r o d u c e d an o u t s t a n d i n g l i t e r a ry 
w o r k for wh ich h e a n d his p u b l i s h e r 
d e s e r v e h e a r t y congra tu la t ions . 

— J . F . R . 
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Boohs For Young People 

C 

-From "Mio, My Son.' 

1HILDREN love holidays, festivals, and birthdays 
-not only their own but those of others—and by 

celebrating these special occasions, in even the 
simplest manner, they have experiences that enrich 
their lives and give them happy memories. Displays of 
appropriate books in the school libraries and children's 
rooms, and reading aloud at home can make special 
days memorable. February is a month filled with such 
excuses for celebrating: the birthdays of Lincoln and 
Washington and the festival of St. Valentine's Day. The 

last gives us an opportunity to introduce older girls to beautiful love lyrics, 
to biographies of men and women whose lives were filled with love, and to 
the great love stories of our literature. 

Reviewers for this issue: Alice Lohrer, Assistant Professor, Library 
School, University of Illinois; Delia McGregor, Chief of Youth Services, 
St. Paul, Minn., Public Library; Margaret Mahon, Children's Librarian, 
Greenville, S. C , Public Library; Elaine Simpson, Secondary School Spe
cialist, Young Adult Services, The New York Public Library; and Elizabeth 
O. Williams, Supervisor, Library and Textbook Section, Los Angeles, Calif., 
Board of Education. —FRANCES LANDER SPAIN, Coordinator, 

Children's Services, The New York Public Library 

THE EMPEROR'S WHITE HORSES. By Ver
non Bowen. Illustrated by Hans Kreis. 
McKay. $2.75. In war- torn Vienna 
during the summer of 1945 the train
ing of the fabulous pure-bred white 
stallions continues even during periods 
of intermittent air raids. The blood 
line of these eighty Lipizzan trace 
back to the time of Caesar. 

While Hitler and the Russian armies 
jockey for position and for the fall of 
Vienna, Colonel Podhajsky, director 
of the Riding School Stables, receives 
word from General George Patton 
that an American raid through the 
enemy lines will be made shortly in 
order to capture the breeding stock of 
the school. In the hope of insuring 
their safety, the stallions are to be 
transported to Czechoslovakia by 
American troops under cover of dark
ness. 

Although based on actual happen
ings that took place in Austria, the 
book is completely fictional. The au 
thor has chosen not to limit himself to 
a literal interpretation of the facts, 
but rather to portray the spirit of what 
happened. 

Hans Kreis, the illustrator, once 
owned a Lipizzan stallion. Historical-
fiction and horse-story fans wUl find 
the book fascinating reading. 

—^DELLA MCGREGOR. 

1 IS ONE. By Tasha Tudor. Oxjord. 
$2.75. Miss Tudor has made this count
ing book as a companion volume to 
her "A Is for Annabelle." With flowers 
and birds, small animals and fruits 
she has decorated her pages and illus
trated the numbers from one to 
twenty. The delicacy of her colors and 

detail of design give an old-fashioned 
flavor to this book for the youngest. 

—F. L. S. 

DIPPER OF COPPER CREEK. By John and 
Jean George. Illustrated by Jean 
George. Dutton. $3.50. This is the story 
of the water ouzel, or dipper bird, a 
bird that can stay under water for a 
long time. It is also the story of young 
Doug and his growing awareness of 
life around him, of the beauty and 
cruelty of nature, of the relationships 
of people, and of his place in society. 

—From "Dipper of Copper Creek.' 

"the growing awareness of life." 

And above all, it is the story of a 
summer high in the Colorado Rockies, 
of the progression of the seasons, and 
of the response of plant and animal 
life to its rhythm. Mr. and Mrs. George 
have again, through text and illustra
tions, created real animals and people. 

—F. L. S. 

TOUGH ENOUGH'S TRIP. By Ruth and 
Latrobe Carroll. Oxford. $2.75. Beanie 
Tatum and his family planned a trip 
from their farm in the Great Smoky 
Mountains, east across the state of 
North Carolina, to the Atlantic Ocean 
to visit their great-grandparents. All 
of the animals, even Tough Enough, 
were to be left at home. But when the 
day for departure came. Tough 
Enough stowed away in the old truck 
and was not discovered until too late 
to take him back. All along the way 
Beanie and Tough Enough found other 
animals that needed homes until, by 
the time they reached their destina
tion, they had a small zoo. Under
standing of children, a fine sense of 
family, and the love for animals that 
characterizes the other stories about 
Beanie Tatum are present in this book 
of his latest adventures. —F. L. S. 

AFTER THE SUN GOES DOWN. By Glenn 
O. Blough. Pictures by Jean Bendick. 
Whittlesey House. $2.50. Here is an 
invitation to go with the author to The 
Big Woods after dark. Accept the in
vitation, for you will not have another 
one soon that will bring with its ac
ceptance such unique and surprising 
entertainment. You will hear the 
whippoorwill tell its name over and 
over and over again, the bat's high 
squeak, and the strange singing of the 
grasshopper. You can observe the 
habits of many creatures whose activi
ties begin when the sun goes down. 

Dr. Blough has made another fine 
contribution to his science books for 
seven-to-ten-year-olds. This book will 
also catch the attention of both older 
children and adults because of its 
accuracy and interesting style. The 
artist has done a good job of ha r 
monizing with, and illuminating, the 
text. —MARGARET MAHON. 

BAll IN THE SKY. By Esther M. Douty. 
Illustrated by Douglas Gorsline. Holt. 
$2.75. Not only the air-minded youth 
of today wiU enjoy "Ball in the Sky" 
appeal, but so will all who enjoy read
ing about men of vision and courage. 
This inspiring biography of John Wise, 
father of American ballooning, is a 
book the family can share, though it 
is written for young readers of eleven 
and up. Undaunted by failure, apathy, 
and the ridicule of those around him, 
John Wise strove with patience and 
skiU to develop a field of scientific 
endeavor in the then little known area 
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