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Daredevil Tar 

^'Lincoln's Commando," by Ralph 
J. Roske and Charles Van Doren 
(Harper. 310 pp. $4.50), is the first 
book-length biography of Commander 
W. B. Gushing, U.S.N., a courageous 
and colorful Civil War sailor. Richard 
S. West, Jr., our reviewer, wrote a 
biography of Lincoln's Secretary of the 
Navy. 

By Richard S. West, Jr. 

AT AGE three, sporting his father's 
- high top hat, he walked off the 

deep end of a pier. When pulled from 
the water he considered his own res ­
cue less important than the safety of 
the hat. At four, equipped with ham­
mer, nails, and horseshoes, he secretly 
let himself into a stall to play black­
smith to an unbroken colt. The ani­
mal's kick sent the youngster flying 
across the floor of the barn minus his 
front teeth. Neither of these experi­
ences developed in the child the 
slightest degree of either fear or p r u ­
dence. On water, on land, or on both 
he was as if predestined to make his 
mark as a daredevil. Ralph J. Roske 
and Chai'les Van Doren in "Lincoln's 
Commando," the first full-length b i ­
ography of William Barker Gushing, 
note that their hero's courage 
amounted to a kind of disease. 

In his final year at Annapolis, owing 
to a feud with his Spanish professor, 
he was cast out of the service. 
The thoughtless, harebrained eight­
een-year-old, now all seriousness and 
earnest purpose, presented himself 
before Secretary of the Navy Gideon 
Welles. The fighting having just 
broken out at Fort Sumter, Mr. 
Welles gave him a commission as act­
ing master 's mate and assigned him to 
the U.S-.S. Minnesota, flagship of the 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron. "Wher­
ever there is fighting," Will Gushing 
exulted in a letter to a relative, "there 
will we be, and where there is danger 
in the battle, there will I he, for I will 
gain a name in this war." 

Throughout the war Gushing served 
in the sounds and estuarial rivers of 
Virginia and North Garolina, and wit­
nessed most of the important events 
in that relatively lively sector of the 
blockade coast; the Hatteras Inlet Ex­
pedition; the Monitor-Merrimack bat­
tle, the destruction of the Confederate 
ironclad Albemarle, reconnaissances 
in the Gape Fear River, and the Fort 
Fisher Campaign. 

In daredevil "commando" raids 
against shore positions, Gushing soon 
became a specialist. He cooperated 
with General Butler in the Nanse-

mond River. Along the coast he de­
stroyed numerous Confederate salt 
works. He captured an earthwork in 
Little River, and led daring small boat 
reconnaissances up the Cape Fear 
River below Wilmington, North Caro­
lina, in which he almost captured 
Confederate General Hebert at 
Smithville. Hiding his men in the 
swamps by day and paddling u p ­
stream by night he ascended to within 
a few miles of Wilmington, and seized 
a courier with the mail from Fort 
Fisher. His most famous exploit was 
ascending the Roanoke River in a 
steam launch and torpedoing the 
Albemarle. 

The story of "Albemarle" Cushhig 
is one of the finest hero tales of the 
war, and authors Rosko and Van 
Doren have done an excellent job of 
presenting it and recreating its set­
ting. Even with copious quotations 
from Cushing's home letters, however, 
the narrative is somewhat thin when 
stretched to book length. Quite com-
mendably the authors have elected to 
combine history with biography. 
"Lincoln's Commando" contains neat 
surveys of general problems of the 
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blockade and of specific problems at 
Cape Fear and in the North Carolina 
Sounds. 

On the whole "Lincoln's Com­
mando" is a moving, cleanly written, 
and deeply satisfying book. 

DRAMA OF HAMPTON ROADS: T h e stories 

of the Monitor and the Merrimac 
touch not only the dramatic duel b e ­
tween the two vessels, but such in­
teresting facets of the Civil War as 
the industrial potential of North and 
South, the ironclad building race 
which the Confederacy won by the 
narrow margin of one day, the Con­
federacy's near-successful effort to 
break the Federal blockade at Hamp­
ton Roads, the distraught Cabinet ses­
sion on Black Sunday, March 9, 1862, 
the blowing up of the Merrimac when 
Norfolk was evacuated, and the sink­
ing of the Monitor off Hatteras. 

William Chapman White, the late 
columnist-foreign correspondent for 
the New York Herald Tribune, and 
his widow Ruth White have had the 
wit to sense the possibilities of such 
a subject and in "Tin Can on a Shingle" 
(Dutton, $3.50) they have put t o ­
gether an informative and thoroughly 
readable little book on the life and 
times of the Monitor. 

In its end papers are diagrams of 
Ericsson's novel vessel, but happily 
these technical details penetrate no 
further. "Tin Can on a Shingle" con­
centrates on the human side of the 
story—of Confederate Stephen R. 
Mallory, a naval "secretary without a 
navy," who sensed the necessity of 
offsetting the power of the Federal 
fleet by converting the partially de ­
stroyed U.S. sloop Merrimac into the 
rebuilt C.S. ironclad Virginia; of the 
eccentric Swedish inventor Ericsson 
whom fate and friendship allowed to 
build his "tin can on a shingle" in 
120 days; of the Virginia-Merrirtiac's 
historic rampage against the wooden 
blockaders at Hampton Roads—told 
graphically from the point of view of 
the men serving her guns; of the 
nervous fright of Secretary of War 
Stanton and other Cabinet members, 
and the extraordinary measures taken 
to defend Washington and the coast. 

Despite a few technical slips the lay 
reader can read with pleasure a h u ­
man story which attempts to assess 
impartially the heroism of both sides. 

—R. S. W., J R . 
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men and deeds. (Babcock, Beatty, Bradley, 
Cady, Cross, Hass, Herzberg, Hogan, Litt le, 
McManis, Molyneux, Nichols, Pe rk in ) 

NINE VOTES 

LETTERS OF JAMES JOYCE. Edited by Stmrt 
Gilbert. Viking. $7.50. 
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MIGHTY STONEWALL. By Frank Vandiver. 
McGraw-Hill. $6. 
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phy of Thomas Jona than Jackson, heroic leader 
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Ogden Nash. Little, Brown. $3.50. 
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fully i l lustrated by Maurice Sendak. (Bark-
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Wyllie) 
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THE INNOCENT AMBASSADORS. By Philip 
Wylie. Rinehart. $4. 
A report on a round- the -wor ld journey by 

the discoverer of Momism, wi th special empha­
sis upon America 's need to wage a s t ronger 
batt le in the war of the minds . (Bradley, 
Flowers, Kogan, Smith) 
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THE HIDDEN PERSUADERS. By Vance Pack­
ard. McKay. $3.75. 
An introduct ion to Madison Avenue 's latest 
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to explain why you buy wha t you buy. (de 
Morinni, Hass, Hogan) 
JESTING APOSTLE. By Stephen Winsten. 

Dutton. $5. 
George Bernard Shaw's neighbor and friend 

at Ayot St. Lawrence has painted an int imate 
and h u m a n por t ra i t of the great dramat is t . 
(Flowers, Herzberg, Kogan) 

LIFE AT HAPPY KNOLL. By John P. Mar-
quand. Little, Brown. $3.75. 
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Simon & Schuster. $5. 
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Simon & Schuster. $3.95. 
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POTTER ON AMERICA. By Stephen Potter. 
Random House. $3. 
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(Hogan, Litt le) 
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You. By Ralph E. Lapp and Jack Schubert. 
Viking. $3.95. 
Concise and unders tandable is this timely 

explanat ion of radia t ion and its effects. 
(O'Neill, Snajdr) 
RASCALS IN PARADISE. By James A. Mich-

ener and Grove Day. Random House. $4.75. 
A spicy ragout of h igh adven tu re tales all of 

which happened in t h e South Pacific. ( J . K. 
Sherman , 'Tinkle) 
THE TAXIS OF THE MARNE. By Jean Du-

tourd. Translated by Harold King. Simon & 
Schuster. $3.50. 
The au thor of "A Dog's H e a d " tu rns to more 

serious thoughts in this discussion of France 's 
decl ine from world power and prestige. 
(Nichols, O'Neill) 
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ALL ROME TREMBLED. By Melton S. Davis. 
Putnain. $4. 
Italy, decadent and corrupt , exposed to the 

roots of its social s t ruc ture following the dis­
covery in 1953 of Wllma Montesi 's body on a 
beach In Ostia. (Dolbier) 

AS FRANCE GOES. By David Schoenbrun. 
Harper. $5. 
A leading CBS commenta tor and journalist 

repor ts on what is going on inside France these 
days. (McAdory) 

THE ASTONISHED MUSE. By Reuel Denney. 
University of Chicago Press. $5. 
The pr imrose paths of American leisure 

examined by a social scientist who comes up 
with some interest ing observations about mass 
en te r ta inment . (Kogan) 

BATTLE FOR THE MIND. By William Sargant. 
Doubleday. $4.50. 
The common pa t te rns followed by evangel­

ists, psychiatr is ts , and bra in -washers might 
well indicate hopeful news in t rea tment of the 
menta l ly ill, according to Dr. Sargant . (Snajdr) 
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MUS BOSCH. By Henry Miller. New Direc­
tions. $6.50. 
The nea r side of Paradise to the well- t raveled 

au tho r of " T h e Tropic of Capr icorn" is a lone­
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BIOGRAPHY OF THE BULLS. Edited by Re.r 
Smith. Rinehart. $7.95. 
•The t auromachian ar t in anthology wi th such 

we l l -known aficionados as Hemingway, Barn-
aby Conrad, and Blasco-Ibanez as contr ibutors . 
(Tinkle) 

CHARLIE. By Ben Hecht. Harper. $4.50. 
Reviewed on page 18. (Babcock) 
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Translated by Enid McLeod. Farrar, Straus 
& Cudahy. $4. 
A discreet and dist inguished recollection of 

thir ty-f ive years of marr iage to a formidable 
woman . (Ba rkham) 
ARTHUR MILLER'S COLLECTED PLAYS. 

Vifcing. $4.95. 
A long and lucid essay on his own dramat ic 

technique accompanies the texts of five plays 
by one of Amer ica ' s leading dramatis ts . 
(Kogan) 

THE COMMON ENGLISH READER. By Richard 
D. AKicfc. Uniuersi ty of Chicago Press. $6. 
The mass reading public of the nineteenti i 

century analyzed and discussed in a valuable 
social history. (Herzberg) 
THE CRISIS OF THE OLD ORDER. By Arthur 

M. Schlesinger, Jr. Houghton Mifflin. $6. 
This intellectual his tory of the years 1919-1933 

encompasses t h e social and polit ical thought of 
a n era which culminated in wha t has come to 
be called '"The Age of Roosevelt ." (McAdory) 

DAY OF INFAMY. By Walter Lord. Holt. $3.95. 
Sunday, December 7, 1941, depicted in minute 

and awesome detai l by the au thor of "A Night 
to Remember . " (Hutchens) 

DEATH OF A MAN. By Lael Tucker WeHen-
baker. Random House. $3. 
•The long, l ingering illness of a talented and 

energetic m a n described by his wife in utmost 
and in t imate deta i l m a y cheer some, depress 
others . (Hutchens) 
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