
hills/Into the common ground." His 
control is immaculate but it lacks that 
tension in control which generally 
denotes the struggle of personality 
with art. Many of his poems build the 
awareness of love, though in autum­
nal, wintry, passing terms. Perhaps 
the poem in the book which most in­
volves us is an intellectualized yet 
moving memorial to Einstein. 

—W. T. S. 

BRITISH TRAVELER: Robert Beloof, author 
of "Tlie One-Eyed Gunner and Other 
Portraits" (hennypermy press, $2), ap­
pears to be an Englishman writing— 
at least part of the time—in America. 
The speculation is worth mentioning 
since his poems of American rural 
or urban landscape are evidently 
those of a traveler and suffer from 
being observed rather than felt. Sub­
jectively too many of his poems are 
wan with triviality and stylistically 
they stumble in a jerky ear; his over-
present use of the spondee would 
seem to be accidental. His best quality 
is a joyous amorousness touched with 
wit that makes a few of his poems 
fun to read: "I packed her hands with 
rocking ships/with what was left of 
what was left/of what was left of my 
damned head." —W. T. S. 

LYRIC LINE WITH ELEGANCE: The variety 
of Lawrence Durrell's poetry includes 
the personal lyric, the descriptive 
poem of places and people, and even 
some randy ballads, and yet his 
"Selected Poems" (Grove Press; cloth-
bound, $3.50; paperbound, $1.25) in­
troduce an English poet whose basic 
tone is always lyric. That is. introduce 
to America; these poems are drawn 
from four published volumes, and 
there are a few new pieces. His is, in 
MacLeish's phrase, a "grave and level 
voice"; yet it is of another American 
poet, Robert Hillyer, that Mr. Durrell 
is remindful. Their poems are not in 
the least Interchangeable, but both use 
the traditional lyric line with a certain 
elegance which would be banal if it 
were not for the freshness of lan­
guage; and since the smooth ear is 
quieting, never alarming, their per­
sonal subtleties arc liable to be un­
detected and unappreciated. One may 
imagine a merely worn-out tradition­
alist assuring us that "The Pleiades 
are sinking"—let's say—"like a god." 
The Durrell line is "The Pleiades are 
sinking cool as paint." He has also 
observed "The light running like 
fishes among the leaves." Indeed he 
has observed sharply and recorded 
freshly many a human and natural 
glance. 

Only the unwary wUl dismiss it as 
Georgian poetry; it bears everywhere 
the required stain of separate per­
sonality. —W. T. S. 
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GERMANY 

Inside the Third Reich 

"The Labyrinth," by Walter Schel-

lenberg (translated by Louis Hagen. 

Harper. 423 pp. $4.95), is the memoir 

oj the S. S. general who became chief 

of the German Foreign Intelligence 

Service. William L. Shirer, who re­

views it, covered Nazi Germany before 

World War II for a radio network. 

By William L. Shirer 

TH E la te W a l t e r Sche l l enbe rg 
w a s t he y o u n g e s t gene ra l in t he 

S.S. a n d a t the col lapse of Hi t l e r ' s 
T h i r d Reich had r i sen to b e tl e chief 
of the G e r m a n F o r e i g n In te l l igence 
Serv ice . H e had , as H. R. T r e v o r -
R o p e r h a s said, a pa roch ia l m i n d a n d 
a t r ivial cha rac te r . 

To this descr ip t ion I w o u l d add, 
on t he basis of a r e a d i n g of his 
fantast ic m e m o i r s n o w pub l i shed as 
"The L a b y r i n t h , " a m o n u m e n t a l c a p a c ­
i ty to d e l u d e himself a b o u t his g rea t 
k n o w l e d g e of foreign affairs, a s u b ­
ject on which h e r e m a i n e d colossally 
ignoran t to t he end. 

T h e end for th is Nazi ca ree r i s t , w h o 
u n d o u b t e d l y was one of t he m o r e d e ­
cent a n d intel l igent of I l i m m l e r ' s 
choice a s so r tmen t of t h u g s in the top 
r a n k s of the S.S. and Ges tapo , c ame 
in 1949 w h e n h e w a s s en t enced a t 
N u r e m b e r g to six y e a r s in pr i son , t h e 
cour t hav ing dec ided t h a t his guil t 
w a s mi t iga ted by his efforts to save 
the l ives of m a n y concen t r a t i on c a m p 
inma te s in the last s tages of t he w a r 
w h e n h e real ized tha t it w a s lost. R e ­
leased from pr i son in J u l y 1951 b e ­
cause of il lness, he took refuge first 
in Swi tze r l and and t h e n in n o r t h e r n 
I ta ly w h e r e h e d ied peaceful ly , in a 
hospi ta l bed, in M a r c h 1952 a t t h e age 
of f o r t y - two . He spen t t he las t y e a r 
of h is life in wr i t i ng th is book. 

I t is no t an apologia, as a r e t he 
m e m o i r s of m e n such as Dr . S c h a c h t 
a n d P a p e n and a hos t of o t h e r G e r ­
m a n s w h o c o n t r i b u t e d so m u c h to t he 
r ise of t h e T h i r d Reich. T h o u g h S c h e l ­
l enbe rg s eems n e v e r to h a v e t a k e n 
v e r y se r ious ly t h e ideological a b e r ­
ra t ions of Nazism, as did h i s r e v e r e d 
chief, H i m m l e r , h e t h o r o u g h l y e n ­
joyed h i s w o r k in t he Ges tapo , e s p e ­
cially the g l a m o r o u s a s s ignmen t s as 
c o u n t e r - s p y a n d secre t agen t . A t one 
point h e e x u l t s ove r t h e w a y h e h a d 
fixed u p h i s office a t t h e h e a d q u a r t e r s 
of t h e d r e a d e d R S H A , t h e M a i n S e -

—International Graphic Press. 

Ribbentrop—"imbeeile mind." 

cu r i ty office, in Ber l in . This is t he w a y 
he descr ibes i t : 

M y desk w a s l ike a small for­
t ress . T w o a u t o m a t i c guns w e r e 
bui l t into it which could sp ray 
t he whole room wi th bul le ts . Al l 
I h a d to do in an e m e r g e n c y was 
to press T b u t t o n and bo th g u n s 
wou ld fire s imul t aneous ly . At t he 
s ame t ime I could p ress a n o t h e r 
b u t t o n a n d a s i ren wou ld s u m m o n 
t h e g u a r d s to s u r r o u n d the b u i l d ­
ing and block every e.xit. 

A n d he tells wi th unconcea led 
p r ide of h o w w h e n on d a n g e r o u s m i s ­
sions a b r o a d h e a lways w o r e "an a r ­
tificial too th wh ich con ta ined e n o u g h 
poison to kill m e wi th in th i r ty s e c ­
onds if I w e r e cap tu red . " As a m a t ­
t e r of fact, it w a s j u s t such a too th— 
the Ges tapo m u s t h a v e d i s t r i bu ted 
t h e m wide ly—which e n a b l e d H i m m l e r 
to chea t h is Br i t i sh cap tors at t he last 
m o m e n t . 

T h e in te res t of this book lies in 
two th ings : a r ich a s s o r t m e n t of 
" c l o a k - a n d - d a g g e r " s tor ies , some of 
t hem so fantas t ic tha t t hey could only 
h a v e t a k e n place in t he loony w o r l d 
of t h e Nazis ; a n d the p i c t u r e of t he 
s inis ter , b l o o d - t h i r s t y wor ld of t h e 
Nazi Ges tapo . T h o u g h Sche l l enbe rg is 
an a b o m i n a b l e wr i t e r , h e h a s a k n a c k 
for tel l ing a good spy s tory and of 
d r a w i n g i l lumina t ing po r t r a i t s of such 
m o n s t r o u s c h a r a c t e r s as Himmlei-, 
" G e s t a p o " Mue l l e r , "K i l l e r " K a l t e n -
b r u n n e r , the sadist ic Heydr ich , and 

o the r s w h o s e i v e d H i t l e r so b r u t a l l y 
and well . 

T h e r e a r e dozens of ta les of a d v e n ­
t u r e a n d espionage a n d c o u n t e r - e s p i ­
onage, p e r h a p s t he mos t inc red ib le 
being the one abou t t he Naz i a t t e m p t 
to k i d n a p the D u k e of W i n d s o r w h e n 
h e was in P o r t u g a l . Sche l l enbe rg 
himself s u p e r i n t e n d e d the ope ra t ion 
on the spot, b u t t h e idea s p r a n g f rom 
the imbeci le mind of F o r e i g n M i n i s ­
ter R i b b e n t r o p , w h o ac tua l ly be l ieved 
t h a t the D u k e w a s t r y ing to escape 
from the Br i t i sh Sec re t Se rv ice a n d 
w a n t e d to dissociate himself f rom t h e 
Br i t i sh w a r effort and—so R i b b e n t r o p 
told Sche l l enbe rg—"be f r iends w i t h 
G e r m a n y again, as h e w a s before . " 
To a c c o m m o d a t e t h e D u k e , R i b b e n -
t i o p added t h a t h e was p r e p a r e d to 
deposi t in Swi t ze r l and some fifty m i l ­
lion Swiss f rancs in his n a m e . 

T h o u g h I suspec t t h a t t he a u t h o r 
is far from a c c u r a t e in m a n y of h i s 
de ta i l s—he n a t u r a l l y t r ies to m a k e 
himself out as a mos t br i l l ian t a n d 
fo r th r igh t fe l low—he has t he m e r i t 
of confining mos t of h is ta les to e x ­
ploits in wh ich h e persona l ly took 
p a r t and usua l ly led. Such, for e x ­
ample , w a s t he Ven lo Inc iden t in 
wh ich h e con t r ived to d r a g two B r i t ­
ish agen ts . Major S t e v e n s a n d C a p ­
ta in Best , ove r t h e D u t c h f ront ier 
into G e r m a n y u n d e r t he v e r y noses 
of t he N e t h e r l a n d s g u a r d s . 

A n o t h e r fascinat ing episode is t h a t of 
"Opera t ion Cicero, ' t h e b i z a r r e s t w y 
of the va le t of the Br i t i sh A m b a s s a ­
dor to T u r k e y , w h o w a s one of S c h e l -
l enbe rg ' s agen t s , and w h o filched f rom 
the envoy ' s safe m u c h in te l l igence of 
va lue to t he G e r m a n s . Revea l i ng to 
this r ev iewer , at least , is S c h e l l e n -
berg ' s accoun t of R i c h a r d Sorge , w h o 
was e x e c u t e d by the J a p a n e s e as a 
R u s s i a n spy. Sche l l enbe rg r evea l s t h a t 
Sorge also w o r k e d for t h e G e r m a n s 
and suppl ied t h e m w i t h vi ta l ly i m ­
p o r t a n t in fo rmat ion h e h a d a c c u m u ­
la ted from Tokyo . 

- T IN A L L Y , Sche l l enbe rg gives a n a c ­
coun t of h is efforts t o w a r d t h e e n d of 
t he w a r to w in ove r H i m m l e r t o t h e 
idea of doing a w a y w i t h H i t l e r and 
su ing for p e a c e wi th t h e W e s t e r n A l ­
lies. T r e v o r - R o p e r in " T h e Las t D a y s 
of H i t l e r " has told it b e t t e r a n d much 
more revea l ing ly , b u t Sche l l enbe rg ' s 
vers ion is i m p o r t a n t as a first-hand 
accoun t of t h e las t l u d i c r o u s d a y s of 
Hi t le r ' s t h o u s a n d - y e a r Re ich . 
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