Himmler’s Machine

“The SS: Alibi of a Nation,” by
Gerald Reitlinger (Viking. 502 pp.
$6.50), is a Briton’s analysis of the
chief instrument of the Nazi terror.
Professor Fritz Stern of Columbia
Untversity reviews it.

By Fritz Stern

ERALD REITLINGER, a British

student of modern Germany, has
acquired unsurpassed knowledge of
the most abominable aspects of Naz-
ism, though his acquaintance with
other sides of the regime seems less
secure. “The Final Solution,” pub-
lished in England in 1953, is his
authoritative account of the liquida-
tion of European Jewry, and his
present volume “The SS: Alibi of a
Nation 1922-1945" deals more specifi-
cally with their executioners, who
were in fact the main instrument of
the Nazi terror. As Himmler, their
leader, said in Kharkov in 1943: “We
will never let that excellent weapon,
the dread and terrible reputation
which preceded us in the battle of
Kharkov, fade, but will constantly add
new meaning to it.”

The S.S. grew from relatively hum-
ble beginnings; when Himmler as-
sumed its command in 1929 it was a
small, specially selected Praetorian
Guard. overshadowed by the far
larger number of Storm Troopers.
Himmler, obsessed with the dream of
racial purity, and resolved to make
the S.S. a thoroughbred elite, carefully
screened applicants and during the
first years of power rejected 85 per-
cent of them. But with power came
new duties; the S.S. assumed police
functions and organized not only the
dreaded Gestapo and the concentra-
tion camps, but various intelligence
agencies as well. After the Blood
Purge of June 1934, the S.S. established
and preserved an absolute monopoly
of terror in Germany. The war
brought an even greater expansion to
the S.S., and incidentally a rapid de-
cline of its Germanic purity. Foreign-
ers and “racial Germans” living in
occupied countries were pressed into
its ranks, and the S.S. recruitment
policy inaugurated that vast and un-
happy uprooting of Germans from
Eastern Europe which ended only a
decade later. New terror organizations
of the S.S. especially the so-called
special commandos, ravaged the con-
quered areas of eastern Europe. Reg-
ular divisions of S.S5. troops were
attached to the army, and “the final
solution” of the Jewish problem was
entrusted to the S.5. as well.

Himmler, ‘“that universal crank.”

He fought to win a kingdom
She fought to win his love
Together they are one of history’s most fascinating couples
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Conqueror’s Wife

A rich historical novel by

NOEL B. GERSON

author of That Egyptian Woman,
The Imposter, ond Sovage Gentleman

While William the Bastard,
later known as William the

Conqueror, fought to van-
- quish England, Lady Matilda
struggled to win an even more
precious prize—her husband’s
love. A thrilling story of a
willful, clever woman who
lived in the richly colorful
Europe of the Middle Ages.

. 33.75 ar all booksellers DOUBLEDAY

one week of the good life

Take a beaker of sunshine—add swimming and tennis, golf and hiking—Tangle-
wood for Easterners, the Aspen Music Festival for Westerners—throw in lectures by
Scott Buchanan and Mortimer Adler of the high altitude, and James Luther Adoms
for the Williams College spot—sprinkle well with seven readings ond discussions
led by the Great Books Foundation staff on the theme “Great Issues in Faith,”
surround with the white Birch of New England and the golden Aspens of Colorado,
and you have two Summer Institutes!

Six exhilarating days of leisure—leisure as the Greeks conceived if, combining
recreation, mental stimulation, ond good fellowship, all in o perfect setting—
a dialogue of music and thought—recitals and lectures—discussions and the silence
of nature. The real faculty will include the unpaid spirits of David Hume, St.
Matthew, Bloise Pascal, Sigmund Freud, Simone Weil, Soren Kierkegaoard, St.
Augustine, Bertrand Russell, Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Martin Buber, Williom Jomes—
possibly Plato!

At Williams College, Williamstown, Massachusetts: July 14-20

At Aspen, Colorado: August 26-September 1

The fee for each of the week-long Institutes, including board, room, lectures, and
reading materials is $60. To register, write to:

The Great Books Foundation ¢ 37 South Wabosh Avenue Chicago 3, Hiinois
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REWARDING READING

ATOMS FOR THE WORLD

by Laura Fermi

The true story of the Geneva Conference
on Atomic Energy as told by Laura
Fermi, widow of Enrico Fermi, father of
the atomic age. Vivid portraits of the
world-renowned scientists who met in
the interests of world peace. By the
author of ““Atoms in the Family.” $3.75

THE COMING
OF THE CiVIL WAR

by Avery Craven

A thoughtful presentation of the factors
which caused the division of a nation
and brought that nation into war with
itself. A brilliant analysis of the reasons
for the firing on Fort Sumter and the
Civil War. New Revised. $5.00

THE NEW AGE OF
FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT
by Dexter Perkins

An unbiased social and historical evalua-
tion of the Roosevelt Era, as well as a
history of the New Deal. For those who
lived through these dynamic years, and
for those too young to remember. The
beginning of our modern era . $3.50

THE ENGLISH
COMMON READER
by Richard D. Altick

A social history of the mass reading pub-
lic from [800-1900. Of vital interest to
everyone seeking to moltd the thinking of
individuals through the printed or spoken
word. By the author of “'Preface to Crit-
ical Reading.” $6.00

LIMITED WAR
by Robert Endicott Osgood

An outline of military strategy for the
future to avoid the cataclysm of an all
out neuclear war. A candid look at war
as a continuation of diplomacy—Ilimited
in scope, limited in weapons, limited
geographically. $5.00

WHEN EGYPT RULED
THE EAST
by George Steindorff
and Keith C. Seele

The fascinating story of the culture that
flourished on the Nile 3,500 years ago—
one of the most brilliant eras in world
history. Completely revised to include
recent archeological discoveries. 130
illustrations. $5.75

At Better Bookstores
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was a reluctant, remote-control killer,
and even in the building of his own
empire he spent little passion or en-
ergy. The assassination of his vicious
assistant and potential rival, Hey-
drich and the failure of the July 20
conspiracy vastly increased his power.
Towards the end of the war the S.S.
had become “a state within a state.”
But Himmler’s S.5. was no more co-
hesive and well-organized than was
the Third Reich itself. The different
organs of the S.S. followed separate,
often conflicting, policies, which
Himmler only intermittently directed,
and each was in competition with rival
authorities, the Army, the Foreign
Office, and the six other security
services that enveloped Germany with
a politically useful sense of insecurity.
Himmler was too small and mediocre
a man to master his power; in the
end only the weak and defenseless—
the insane, the Jews, the East Euro-
peans, the nameless hostages—suf-
fered the fury of his machine. The
strong were not compelled, and the
rival intriguers in Hitler's Empire
were not subordinated.

The history of the S.S. is indescrib-
ably ugly, and the pictures of their
massacres which S.S. troops left be-
hind, and which are here published,
make this ugliness more inescapably
immediate and concrete. Dealing with
such material Mr. Reitlinger could not
remain dispassionate, and it is to his
credit and to the great advantage of
the book that on the whole he writes
with restraint. He is, nevertheless,
harsh on the Germans, harsh on those
who pretend that the S.S. alone was
guilty and who thus make it the
alibi of the nation. His book shows

that the S.S., however, much abetted
by other Germans, was the principal
agent of Nazi atrocities, and for such
atrocities as he relates any nation
would stand in need of an alibi.

GERMANY TODAY: The English are so
addicted to understatement that even
many of their first-rate journalists—
of whom J. A. Cole, author of “Ger-
many My Host” (Abelard-Schuman,
$3.50) is obviously one—face their
readers with the diffidence of a Dick-
ensian clerk. This deceptively modest
book is not merely a leisurely travel-
er's diary but a sharp portrait of a
crucial period in a nation’s history.
Mr. Cole’s chronicle encompasses
the country’s fabulous resurgence
to industrial and political eminence
during the following decade, includ-
ing the “gold rush” set off by the
currency reform in 1948—the turn-
ing point in West Germany's post-
war history. To the author today’s
Germany is a highly competitive, yet
stratified, society with bloated pluto-
crats, a cocky middle class, and slum
dwellers reminiscent of Victorian
England. The desire for conspicucus
consumption “is the ideal inspiring
so much effort, to which German
aggressiveness is at present diverted.”
East Germany the author discovers
to be an even more fiercely com-
petitive society, with deliberate dis-
parities of income. He offers not only
an astute analysis of art and the
press, but explains why a people
no less industrious than its brethren
in the West has been reduced to the
inefficiency and slovenliness of the
Soviet’s Eastern European satellites.
—PETER JACOBSOHN.

Pick of the Paperbacks

FROM DESCARTES TO LOCKE. Edited by T.
V. Smith and Marjorie Grene. Phoe-
nix. $1.75. Selections from Dbasic
writings of representative philoso-
phers that provide a clear outline of
the intellectual thought of the En-
lightenment.

BERKELEY, HUME, AND KANT. Edited by
T. V. Smith and Marjorie Grene.
Phoenix. $1.75. Philosophical thought
of the eighteenth century as repre-
sented by selections from its leading
spokesmen.

VICTORY. By Joseph Conrad. Anchor.
95¢. Conrad’s great novel about a
solitary man whose final involvement
with life throagh love is his own
triumphant victory.

MYSTICISM AND LOGIC. By Bertrand
Russell. Anchor. 95¢. Ten early essays
on logic by the English philosopher
who denies the romantic mysticism of
the nineteenth century and acclaims
a new “true scientific philosophy.”

THE INFLUENCE OF SEAPOWER UPON HIS-
TORY. By Alfred Thayer Mahan, Saga-
more. $1.95. These sixty-year-old lec-
tures by an American admiral remain
a basic analysis of naval tactics and
wartime strategy.

APOLOGIA PRO VITA SVA. By John Henry
Cardinal Newman. Houghton Mifflin.
$1.05. Cardinal Newman's explanation
of his conversion marks one of the
foremost intellectual struggles of Vie-
torian England.



