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REWARDING READING 

ATOMS FOR THE WORLD 
by Laura Fermi 

The true story of the Geneva Conference 
on Atomic Energy as told by Laura 
Fermi, widow of Enrico Fermi, father of 
the atomic age. Vivid portraits of the 
world-renowned scientists who met in 
the interests of world peace. By the 
author of "Atoms in the Family." $3.75 

THE COMING 
OF THE CIVIL WAR 

by Avery Craven 

A thoughtful presentation of the factors 
which caused the division of a nation 
and brought that nation into war with 
itself. A brilliant analysis of the reasons 
for the firing on Fort Sumter and the 
Civil War. New Revised. $5.00 

THE NEW AGE OF 
FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT 

by Dexter Perkins 

An unbiased social and historical evalua­
tion of the Roosevelt Era, as well as a 
history of the New Deal. For those who 
lived through these dynamic years, and 
for those too young to remember. The 
beginning of our modern era . $3.50 

THE ENGLISH 
COMMON READER 

by Richard D. Altick 

A social history of the mass reading pub­
lic from 1800-1900. Of vital interest to 
everyone seeking to mold the thinking of 
individuals through the printed or spoken 
word. By the author of "Preface to Crit­
ical Reading." $6.00 

LIMITED WAR 
by Robert Endicott Osgood 

An outline of military strategy for the 
future to avoid the cataclysm of an all 
out neuclear war. A candid look at war 
as a continuation of diplomacy—limited 
in scope, limited in weapons, limited 
geographically. $5.00 

WHEN EGYPT RULED 
THE EAST 

b y George Steindorff 
and Keith C. Seele 

The fascinating story of the culture that 
flourished on the Nile 3,500 years ago— 
one of the most brilliant eras in world 
history. Completely revised to include 
recent archeological discoveries. 130 
illustrations. $5.75 

was a reluctant, remote-contiol killer, 
and even in the building of his own 
empire he spent little passion or en­
ergy. The assassination of his vicious 
assistant and potential rival, Hey-
drich and the faili:re of the July 20 
conspiracy vastly increased his power. 
Towards the end of the war the S.S. 
had become "a state within a state." 
But Himmler's S.S. was no more co­
hesive and well-organized than was 
the Third Reich itself. The different 
organs of the S.S. followed separate, 
often conflicting, policies, which 
Himmler only intermittently directed, 
and each was in competition with rival 
authorities, the Army, the Foreign 
Office, and the six other security 
services that enveloped Germany with 
a politically useful sense of insecurity. 
Himmler was too small and mediocre 
a man to master his power; in the 
end only the weak and defenseless— 
the insane, the Jews, the East Euro­
peans, the nameless hostages—^suf­
fered the fury of his machine. The 
strong were not compelled, and the 
rival intriguers in Hitler's Empire 
were not subordinated. 

The history of the S.S. is indescrib­
ably ugly, and the pictures of their 
massacres which S.S. troops left be­
hind, and which are here published, 
make this ugliness more inescapably 
immediate and concrete. Dealing with 
such material Mr. Reitlinger could not 
remain dispassionate, and it is to his 
credit and to the great advantage of 
the book that on the whole he writes 
with restraint. He is, nevertheless, 
harsh on the Germans, harsh on those 
who pretend that the S.S. alone was 
guilty and who thus make it the 
alibi of the nation. His book shows 

that the S.S., however, much abetted 
by other Germans, was the principal 
agent of Nazi atrocities, and for such 
atrocities as he relates any nation 
would stand in need of an alibi. 

GERMANY TODAY: The English are so 
addicted to understatement that even 
many of their first-rate journalists— 
of whom J. A. Cole, author of "Ger­
many My Host" (Abelard-Schuman, 
$3.50) is obviously one—face their 
readers with the diffidence of a Dick-
ensian clerk. This deceptively modest 
book is not merely a leisurely travel­
er's diary but a sharp portrait of a 
crucial period in a nation's history. 

Mr. Cole's chronicle encompasses 
the country's fabulous resurgence 
to industrial and political eminence 
during the following decade, includ­
ing the "gold rush" set off by the 
currency reform in 1948—the turn­
ing point in West Germany's post­
war history. To the author today's 
Germany is a highly competitive, yet 
stratified, society with bloated pluto­
crats, a cocky middle class, and slum 
dwellers reminiscent of Victorian 
England. The desire for conspicuous 
consumption "is the ideal inspiring 
so much effort, to which German 
aggressiveness is at present diverted." 

East Germany the author discovers 
to be an even more fiercely com­
petitive society, with deliberate dis­
parities of income. He offers not only 
an astute analysis of art and the 
press, but explains why a people 
no less industrious than its brethren 
in the West has been reduced to the 
inefficiency and slovenliness of the 
Soviet's Eastern European satellites. 

—PETER JACOBSOHN. 
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FROM DESCARTES TO LOCKE. E d i t e d by T. 
V. Smith and Marjorie Grene. Phoe­
nix. $1.75. Selections from basic 
writings of representative philoso­
phers that provide a clear outline of 
the intellectual thought of the En­
lightenment. 

BERKELEY, HUME, AND KANT. E d i t e d hy 

T. V. Smith and Marjorie Grene. 
Phoenix. $1.75. Philosophical thought 
of the eighteenth century as repre­
sented by selections from its leading 
spokesmen. 

VICTORY. By Joseph Conrad. Anchor. 
95^ Conrad's great novel about a 
solitary man whose final involvement 
with life through love is his own 
triumphant victory. 

MYSTICISM AND LOGIC. By Bertrand 
Russell. Anchor. 95(. Ten early essays 
on logic by the English philosopher 
who denies the romantic mysticism of 
the nineteenth century and acclaims 
a new "true scientific philosophy." 

THE INFLUENCE OF SEAPOWER UPON HIS-
TORY. By Alfred Thayer Mahan. Saga­
more. $1.95. These sixty-year-old lec­
tures by an American admiral remain 
a basic analysis of naval tactics and 
wartime strategy. 

APOLOGIA PRO VITA SUA. By John Henry 
Cardinal Newmnn. Houghton Mifflin. 
$1.05. Cardinal Newman's explanation 
of his conversion marks one of the 
foremost intellectual struggles of Vic­
torian England. 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
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U S A 

What Makes Us Yankees? 

'•'•American Nationalism," by Hans 
Kohn (MacmiUan. 272 pp. $5), is an 

analysis, by a student of the national­

ism of many lands, of our home-grown 

version. Professor Walter Johnson of 

the University of Chicago reviews it. 

By Walter Johnson 

OUT OF his long experience as a 
student of nationalism in many 

lands, Hans Kohn offers in his new 
book "American Nationalism" a stim­
ulating exploration of the domestic 
version and an interpretation of it in 
the light of nationalism in other parts 
of the world. Rather than attempt to 
write a lengthy history of American 
nationalism, he has focussed his a t ­
tention on five problems which he 
considers to be the most characteris­
tic: its origins in the colonial period, 
its relationship to England, its func­
tioning in a federal nation, its multi­
ethnic character, and its position in 
relation to other nations. 

With deftness and insight. Professor 
Kohn stresses the English idea of 
constitutional liberty, the limitation 
of authority, the growth of the spirit 
of compromise and moderation as de­
termining factors in the growth of our 
nationalism. These were a great in­
heritance, but Kohn adds that in 
America, the traditions of English l ib­
erty were blended with unlimited 
economic opportunity to a degree un­
known anywhere else. This blend of 
liberty and opportunity produced a 
mobile society, flexible and pragmatic, 
free from the blighting hand of caste 
and class. Freedom and the opportun­
ity for all to improve their lot in life, 
had created by the time of the Ameri­
can Revolution a growing belief that 
we were a distinctive people. Then, 
in the nineteenth century, as the na­
tion turned its back on Europe and 
spread westward to its continental 
limits, the illusion of our uniqueness 
grew. That we were fundamentally a 
different people from the Europeans 
became a significEint aspect of Ameri­
can dogma. But, as Kohn points out, 
all during this process the United 
States was actually the frontier land 
of modern Western civilization, not 
only geographically, but also "its field 
of experimentation and fulfillment." A 
significant aspect of this experimenta­
tion and fulfillment was the growth of 
liberty and the flowering of the belief 

that it was the American mission to 
spread liberty to the rest of the world. 
Another aspect of America as the 
frontier of Western culture, was the 
great influx of immigrants, represent­
ing many European ethnic strains. 
Kohn emphasizes that the common 
faith of immigrant and non-immigrant 
in liberty and equality of opportunity 
brought a remarkable degree of unity 
out of this ethnic diversity. The edu­
cational system, with its stress on 
hvjman dignity, equality of opportun­
ity, community responsibility, and the 
sense of belonging, Kohn believes, de­
serves much credit for the cohesion 
achieved among peoples from so many 
nations. 

In both his discussion of the adjust­
ment of immigrants to American life 
and the development of the federal 
system under which central authority 
a r d local autonomy were reconciled, 
Professor Kohn surprisingly ignores 
the role of the two-party system as 
a blender of diversities and a moder­
ating influence among the competing 
forces in American society. More­
over, no discussion of the immigrants' 
adjustment to America can overlook 
the fact that politics opened the way 
to upward mobility faster for some 
immigrants than any other avenue. 
In "The Last Hurrah," Frank Skef-
fington's comment that he chose poli­
tics as a career rather than business 
since he could get to the top faster 
in politics, has widespread application 
and meaning for any interpretation 
of our multi-ethnic nation. Mobility, 
including political mobility, speeded 
the adjustment of immigrants to ba­
sically English institutions and ideas. 

Kohn closes his analysis by tracing 
the difficulties of American adjust­
ment to the blunt fact that in the 
twentieth century the nation had to 
become the leader of the North At­
lantic Community. As the most mod­
ern and western of nations, the 
United States, which rarely had 
viewed itself as one of these nations, 
was faced with "re-learning which in­
volve [s] the discarding of cherished 
. . . and illusions . . . irrelevant to the 
new world situation." 

There are many perceptive insights 
in "American Nationalism." It is r e ­
freshing to have a scholar with the 
humanistic understanding of Kohn 
and with his breadth of knowledge 
about European culture analyze 
American nationalism in the larger 
perspective of Western thought. 

Susanne 
Langer 

PHILOSOPHY 
IN A 

NEW KEY 
New Third Bdition 

A STUDY IN THE SYMBOLISM OF 

REASON, RITE, AND ART 

"A subtly reasoned book this, 
full ol a wide sweep of exact 
learning in fields as different 
a? semantics and comparative 
religion. And the vista Mrs. 
Langer opens of an approach 
to the whole of life through 
the rationality of art and music 
as well as the explicit logic of 
words constitutes a really gen­
erative idea."—IRWIN EDMAN, 
,V. y. Herald Tribune ,$4.75 

V r f ^ 

A noted critic looks 
at criticism 

CO]\TEXTS OF 
CRITICISM 

hy Harry Levin 

auiliov ijf Jiinie.H •Joijae: A Oriti-
i-iil Introduction and Tlie Over-
reacher: A Study of Oliristopher 
,lfiii'/oi('e 

How important is the symbolic 
interpretation of literature? 
How are such central concepts 
of criticism as "classicism," 
"'realism." and "tradition" to 
be defined? Here is a brilliant 
discussion of such questions as 
these as well as a reevaluation 
of various well-known novel­
ists. "Readers will find stimu­
lating ideas based on a wide 
knowledge and study of the 
role of criticism in directing 
the course of literature and in 
interpreting the culture of one 
age to those following."— 
Library Journal 

At all booksellers, or from 

H A R V A R D 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 

79 Garden Street, Cambridge 38, Mass. 
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