
( H a r p e r , $3.50), is a s t o ry of m i g r a ­
to ry fruit p ickers , chiefly in F lo r ida . 
A s a w o r k of a r t it is a d i s t ingu i shed 
fa i lure t h a t immed ia t e ly p laces its 
a u t h o r n e a r t h e top of t h e S o u t h e r n 
Confe rence lad ies ' hand icap , one slot 
be low F l a n n e r y O 'Connor . 

A l t h o u g h th is nove l is in s eve ra l r e ­
spec ts S te inbeck a n d b r a n c h w a t e r 
( a n a t t r ac t i ve and pa l a t ab l e m i x t u r e ) , 
in " T h e F r u i t T r a m p " t h e conflict is 
b e t w e e n t h e hobo ta lent , or t h e rov ing 
s t imu lus , in t h e m a l e a n d t h e nes t ing 
ins t inc t of w o m e n . I t wou ld h a v e b e e n 
e n o u g h in t h e first p lace to say t h a t 
M r s . Wi l l i ams is a w o m a n . S h e is 
i n t e r e s t ed in pe r sons a n d the i r m a r ­
r iages , no t in class d is t inc t ions or i n ­
jus t ice o r economic theor ie s . 

H e r nove l is in d i s r u p t e d sonata 
form, s t a r t ing ou t w i t h a c lear a n d 
in t e re s t ing s t a t e m e n t of a t h e m e wh ich 
she l a t e r dec ides t h e he l l wi th . T h e 
book is so wel l wr i t t en , so r e a l in 
a t m o s p h e r e and charac te r i za t ion , t h a t 
it is e x a s p e r a t i n g to find a Redbook 
end ing s lung a t one in t h e closing 
pages . T h e nove l is r u ined , as spoon 
b r e a d s u p e r b l y cooked w o u l d b e if 
it w e r e all gooed u p w i t h molasses . 

H e r e , in shor t , is a ma jo r t a l en t t h a t 
m a y ( l ike Mrs . K e y e s ' s ) find its p u b ­
lic before it finds itself. 

— J O H N C O O K W Y L L I E . 

MIDDLE-CLASS MATRIMONY: Penelope 

M o r t i m e r w r i t e s a spa re , effective, 
of ten b i t t e r p r o s e t e m p e r e d w i t h i n t i ­
m a t e u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d po in ted u p 
by occasional s avage i rony as s h e u n ­
folds t h e even t l e s s via crucis of m i d ­
d l e -c l a s s m a r r i e d life. " T h e Bright 
P r i son" ( H a r c o u r t , B race , $3.50) is, of 
course , m a r r i a g e itself, t h a t d o u b l e 
y o k e in w h i c h t w o people so often 
s tand , sit, a n d lie d o w n s ide by s ide 
for y e a r s w i t h o u t in t h e least sense 
l iv ing a n d g rowing toge the r . M a r k 
a n d A n t o n i a P a i n t o n h a v e no t so m u c h 
c o m e to t a k e each o t h e r for g r a n t e d 
as mis la id each o ther ' s ident i ty . The i r 
ro les as p a r e n t s and as h o u s e h o l d e r s 
h a v e p r e - e m p t e d t h e p lace t he i r e a r ly 
love w i s h e d each to r e s e r v e for t h e 
m a t e . Mai-k is t h e h a r r i e d ba r r i s t e r , 
s u p p o r t i n g a wife a n d four ch i ldren , 
t h r e e of t h e m girls . An ton i a is t he c o p ­
ing m o t h e r , t h e wife ba t t l ing w i t h a 
c u m b e r s o m e a n d h i d e o u s house , i m ­
poss ible to hea t , impossible to k e e p 
nea t , c lean. H o w m a n y yea r s s ince 
t h e y h a v e h a d a few d a y s a lone t o ­
g e t h e r ? A n t o n i a canno t a t first r e ­
m e m b e r , t h e n da t e s it logically e n o u g h 
f rom t h e b i r t h of the i r first child. 

Th i s s to ry t u r n s on a w e e k e n d 
w h e n , by f r igh ten ing coincidence, t h a t 
l ong - lo s t so l i tude is t h r u s t u p o n t h e m . 
A n t o n i a t r ave l s w i th h e r two y o u n g e r 
ch i l d r en to l eave t h e m for a vaca t ion 
w i t h h e r p a r e n t s ; on h e r r e t u r n to 

L o n d o n la te t he s a m e day , h e r second 
child, Char lo t t e , h a s b e e n t a k e n to t he 
hosp i ta l for an a p p e n d e c t o m y and h e r 
eldest , Georgina , h a s p a c k e d herself 
off to s tay wi th a school f r iend a few 
blocks away . 

A n t o n i a and M a r k , fortified by good 
n e w s from the hospi ta l , could a t last 
h a v e c a u g h t the i r b r e a t h , looked each 
o t h e r in t he face. B u t t h e r e p r i e v e h a s 
come too la te : M a r k h a s w a n d e r e d in 
su l len despondency in to a messy r e ­
la t ionship wi th a l i t t le t ough h e h a s 
m e t a t t he hospi ta l ; Anton ia , m o m e n ­
ta r i ly begui led by t h e w i l l - o ' - t h e - w i s p 
of be ing loved for herself, t u r n s a w a y 
d i s enchan t ed w h e n she finds tha t once 
m o r e she is to be t a k e n as " the m o t h e r 
figure." 

After a c rescendo of inc idents of 
s t u n n i n g credib i l i ty a n d impact , t he 
brief, agonized s tabs at escape a re 
ove r—Anton i a a n d M a r k s t u m b l e 
h o m e in si lence, in acquiescence . T h e y 
a r e k e p t t o g e t h e r no t only by the i r 
ch i l d r en b u t b y a ser ies of i n a d v e r ­
tenc ies which , M r s . M o r t i m e r seems 
to b e saying , p lay t h e decis ive ro le in 
t h e accep tance of t h e m a r r i a g e p a t ­
t e rn . 

C o m m e n t i n g on P e n e l o p e M o r t i ­
m e r ' s ea r l i e r novel , "A Vil la in S u m ­
m e r , " one cr i t ic p ra i sed t h e a u t h o r ' s 
s h a r p eye "for p rec i se ly h o w li t t le 
love, m a r r i a g e , and p a r e n t h o o d h a v e 
to do w i t h one a n o t h e r . " Th i s d e v a s ­
t a t ing ins ight m a r k s e v e r y l ine of " T h e 
B r i g h t P r i son , " ye t t h e nove l is no t 
defeat is t no r l ack ing in h u m o r . It is 
r ea l i sm reflecting adu l t r e la t ionsh ips 
so closely t h a t t h e v e r y pu l s e bea t of 
A n t o n i a or M a r k becomes to t h e 
r e a d e r as p resen t , as inev i t ab le as his 
own. — F R A N C E S K E E N E . 

LITTLE WORLD REVISITED: If "A Distant 
D r u m " ( H o u g h t o n Mifflin, $4.50) w e r e 
C h a r l e s Brace l en F lood ' s first novel . 

17 

it ce r t a in ly wou ld b e cons ide red a 
p romis ing piece of w o r k , b e c a u s e 
t h e r e a r e m a n y good th ings in it. 
H o w e v e r , it is h is second, a n d seen 
in t h e l ight of h i s first ( "Love Is a 
B r i d g e " ) it is, a l t h o u g h p leasan t r e a d ­
ing, in t h e m a i n a r e s h a p i n g of c h a r ­
ac te r s h e k n o w s v e r y wel l , b u t abou t 
w h o m h e h a s found no t v e r y m u c h 
n e w to say. 

P a t r i c k K ingsg ran t , t he he ro , is a 
s t u d e n t a t H a r v a r d , a n d is p r e s u m e d 
to be following in his l a w y e r - f a t h e r ' s 
footsteps. P a t r i c k begins to suspec t 
t h a t h e w a n t s to be a w r i t e r ins tead 
of a l awyer , a n d it is t h e g r o w t h in 
th is c h a r a c t e r as h e begins a n d t h e n 
finally succeeds in b r e a k i n g a w a y 
from the es tabl i shed p a t t e r n t h a t 
m a k e s t he s tory . P a t r i c k c lashes w i t h 
his fa ther and his girl , es tab l i shes his 
i n d e p e n d e n c e a n d emerges , c o n s i d e r a ­
bly m o r e m a t u r e , from a g rue l ing 
t r a in ing cour se in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
A r m y . 

Mr . F lood a t t e m p t s , w i t h t h e r a t h e r 
a w k w a r d u s e of t he flashback, to te l l 
t w o love stories , P a t r i c k ' s fa ther ' s as 
wel l as his own. Howeve r , t h e a u t h o r 
k n o w s his cha rac t e r s , a n d h e p a y s 
faithful a t t en t ion to t h e de ta i l s of 
ac t ion a n d se t t ing wh ich es tab l i sh 
these peop le in a rea l wor ld , h o w ­
eve r l imi ted. 

Th i s wor ld r evo lves a r o u n d H a r ­
vard , a P a r k A v e n u e a d d r e s s in N e w 
York , and a family i s land in M a i n e . 
I t is a lmos t w i t h a feel ing of nos ta lg ia 
t h a t t he Ma ine scenes a r e wr i t t en , and , 
indeed , t h e r e a r e so m a n y even t s 
wh ich seem to pa ra l l e l t h e a u t h o r ' s 
own life t h a t one suspec t s m u c h of 
t he book of be ing au tob iograph ica l . 
C u r i o u s l y enough , a l t h o u g h t h e a u ­
t h o r is obviously a t h o m e in a se t t ing 
a n d w a y of life t ha t h a s no t h a d m a n y 
se r ious spokesmen, it is w h e n h e 

{Continued on page 45) 

—R. H. Muir, Inc 

Vinnie Williams—^^Redbook ending." 
—John Sadovy, London. 

Penelope Mortimer—"devastating insight." 
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MAN'S PAST 

—Karsh. 
Arnold J. Toynbee- a new view of history,' 

A New View of History 
"A Study of History," by Arnold 
J. Toynbee, abridged by D. C. 
Somervell (Oxford University Press. 
415 pp. $5), digests the latter part, 
volumes VII, VIII, and IX, of a monu­
mental work. Professor Hans Kohn of 
the City College of Neiv York here 
considers its significance. 

By Hans Kohn 

THE FIRST six volumes of Arnold 
J. Toynbee's "A Study of History" 

reached only a relatively small num­
ber of readers in the original edition, 
but they became a best-seller in the 
skilful abridgment by D. C. Somer­
vell, who not only mastered the com­
plex contents of the vast work but 
entered into the writer's outlook and 
purpose. Now Mr. Somervell has ac­
complished the same task for the lat­
ter, and in many ways more impor­
tant, part of Toynbee's work. It may 
be confidently expected—and should 
be sincerely hoped—that the new 
abridgment will again become a best­
seller and will acquaint the American 
reading public with one of the sig­
nificant thinkers of our day. 

For Toynbee is not primarily a his­
torian. He is less and more than the 
average historian: less, because ex­
pert historians of nations or epochs 
may take exception to several of 
Toynbee's sweeping generalizations; 
more, because he faces up to the great 
problem of the 1950s, and has antici­
pated it—the need for viewing man­
kind and its history for the first time 
as a whole. Toynbee has outgrown the 
parochial limits of a historical view 
centered around Western man. With 
an unforeseen rapidity, the Asian and 

African peoples and their civilizations 
are emerging into full partnership 
with the West. A new reappraisal of 
their relationship in this respect is 
due, and with it a new view of history. 
Mr. Toynbee's lasting merit will be 
that he has taken the first step in that 
direction. 

Woodrow Wilson foresaw this 
change as far back as 1901. "The East 
is to be opened and transformed 
whether we will or no," he wrote. 
"Nations and peoples which have 
stood still the centuries through are 
to be quickened and made part of 
the universal world of commerce and 
of ideas which has so steadily been 
a-making by the advance of European 
power from age to age. It is our pe­
culiar duty, as it is also England's, 
to moderate the process in the inter­
ests of liberty; to impart to the peo­
ples thus driven out upon the road of 
change, . . . the habit of law which 
we long ago got out of the strenuous 
process of English history; secure for 
them, when we may, the free inter­
course and the natural development 
which shall make at least equal mem­
bers of the family of nations." Wilson 
would have contemplated with deep 
satisfaction the transformation of the 
United Nations from a body in which 
the West was overrepresented to one 
of a worldwide equal participation. 

JL O Y N B E E , who started his long and 
fertile career as a Hellenic scholar, 
first compared the experiences of 1914 
with those of Greece in the Periclean 
Age, but he has learned meanwhile 
that as the result of the dynamic 
vigor of Western civilization itself, the 
historical, political, and cultural ho­
rizon of man in the middle of the 
twentieth century has broadened be ­

yond expectation, and that the polit­
ical map of the earth, familiar to the 
student of 1914, will have been 
changed out of all recognition by the 
end of the 1950s. The generation 
which had grown to maturity in the 
West before 1914 lived under the im­
pact of the doctrine of progress. The 
generation which entered the war of 
1939 and which has witnessed the 
rapid shifts in power and cultural r e ­
lations all over the world since, has 
inclined toward a doctrine of doom. 
Toynbee teaches us to see both doc­
trines as appropriate to relatively 
brief spans of history, and he opens 
before us a much more hopeful pic­
ture of the future. In opposition to 
Spengler, who foresaw the doom not 
only of Western civilization but at 
least for a long period to come, of all 
civilization, Toynbee recognizes the 
great potentialities of the present sit­
uation. "War and slavery," he writes, 
"had been twin cancers of civiliza­
tion," since its beginning. The con­
quest of one of these cancers, which 
would have seemed impossible to past 
ages, is a good omen for the prospects 
of the campaign against the other. 

The burning problem of social jus­
tice, greater equality, and respect for 
human beings in Western society is 
well on its way to a solution. Western 
society has found the solution by suc­
cessfully forcing a passage between 
the Scylla of unrestricted economic 
individualism and the Charybdis of 
state control of economic life. The 
West has faced the task of absorbing 
its proletariat—Toynbee rightly uses 
the word in a psychological sense— 
and of giving it the feeling of fully 
belonging. It has thereby defeated the 
Marxist-Leninist expectation of the 
destruction of Western society by 
class war within it. 

There is good hope that the West 
may solve also the more difficult prob­
lem ahead of it, the reconciliation with 
the non-Western world, which in the 
nineteenth century was transformed, 
above all psychologically, into a vast 
proletariat on the rim of the Western 
world. This proletariat was heading 
toward secession from the West, into 
the wide-open arms of the Leninist 
promise of total equality. Recent 
events which occurred after Toynbee 
concluded his book—the rejection by 
the English-speaking peoples or by 
their large majority of the invasion of 
Egypt, the effectiveness of the United 
Nations in clearing all Egyptian terri­
tory from invading forces, and the 
simultaneous brutal suppression of 
Hungary's liberty by Communist 
Russia—have confirmed his hope that 
the non-Western world may change 
its course toward the alternative goal 
of partnership on terms of equality 
with its former Western masters. The 
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