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v i ew of C h a r l e s Issawi , b y "i ts in tense 
a r id i ty a n d i ts v a s t oil deposi ts . I ts 
mi s fo r tune is tha t , w h e r e a s t h e oil 
s eems to be localized, the a r id i ty 
s t r e t c h e s f rom one end of t he reg ion 
to t he o the r . " Wi th th i s as t h e b u r d e n 
of h i s t h e m e , I s sawi p r e s e n t s a c o m ­
p e t e n t b u t n o n - t e c h n i c a l a n d l ively 
in t roduc t ion to economic a n d social 
p r o b l e m s bese t t ing t h e Midd le Eas t . 

G e o r g e L e n c z o w s k i a r r a n g e s h i s 
d a t a on pol i t ical in s t i tu t ions in a fresh 
a n d mean ingfu l m a n n e r , a l t h o u g h t h e 
eva lua t i on suffers f rom a r ig idly c o n ­
s t i tu t iona l a n d formal is t ic f r ame of 
r e fe rence a n d the appl ica t ion of W e s t ­
e r n canons of j u d g m e n t . L e n c z o w -
ski ' s w e a k n e s s is B e r n a r d Lewis ' s 
s t r eng th , for th i s d i sce rn ing Br i t i sh 
scho la r appra i se s Midd le Eas t i n s t i t u ­
t ions in t he i r o w n h i s to r i ca l con tex t , 
in th is case p lac ing C o m m u n i s m and 
I s lam u n d e r in tense , a lmos t m i c r o ­
scopic sc ru t iny . 

B u t t he L e w i s c h a p t e r ra i ses a 
ques t ion t h a t often v e x e s col lect ions 
of th is k ind . V a r i o u s pieces in t h e 
b o o k h a v e a p p e a r e d e l s e w h e r e in 

HSW.,, 

-Bettmann. 

Arabian Library, c. 1000 A.D. 

A Mid-East Bookshelf 

EGYPT'S LIBERATION: A Philosophy of the 
Bevolution. By Gamal Abdul Nasser. 
Public Affairs Press. $2. T h e s e t h r e e 
essays , or ig inal ly w r i t t e n in 1953 as 
magaz ine ar t ic les , r evea l—espec ia l ly 
t h e las t chap te r , w h i c h p r e s e n t s t h e 
case for Egyp t ' s expans ion i s t p r o g r a m 
in Africa as we l l as in t he A r a b a n d 
Mus l im w o r l d s — h o w the Egyp t i an 
d ic ta tor h a s s ince h e w e d to t h e l ine. 

THE IDEAS OF ARAB NATIONALISM. By 

Hazem Zaki Nuseibeh. Cornell Uni­
versity Press. $4. A useful a n d s y s -

different guise . Such r e p e a t p e r f o r m ­
ances a r e c lear ly a l lowable , for t he 
emphas i s h e r e is no t on or ig inal i ty 
bu t on popu la r i za t ion of scholar ly r e ­
search . Yet , s ince full a t t r i bu t i on h a s 
been g iven in t h e Lewi s ar t ic le , one 
can only w o n d e r w h y t h e fact was no t 
m e n t i o n e d t h a t G e o r g e Sa r ton ' s c h a p ­
t e r on science in med ieva l A r a b h i s ­
t o ry w a s also r e p r o d u c e d v e r b a t i m , 
in th i s ins tance from the P r i n c e t o n 
misce l lany ent i t led " N e a r E a s t e r n 
C u l t u r e a n d Socie ty ." 

This is no t a disqual i fying o b j e c ­
tion, h o w e v e r , a n d n e i t h e r is t h e fact 
t h a t t h e r e a r e some gr ievous lapses 
from profess ional s t a n d a r d s of scho l ­
a r sh ip a n d luc id i ty in the ar t ic le on 
Middle Eas t oil a n d t h e one on e d u ­
cat ion in Egypt . W e h a v e h e r e a c o n ­
scient ious , i l lumina t ing , a n d often 
p rovoca t ive r e v i e w of t h e h i s to ry and 
c o n t e m p o r a r y p r o b l e m s of w h a t is a t 
t he m o m e n t t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t spot 
on t h e globe. T h e Midd le Eas t h a s 
b e e n cal led t h e c r ad l e of ou r civi l iza­
t ion; if A m e r i c a n s can l ea rn m o r e 
ab o u t t h e a r e a from books l ike this , 

t emat ic s tudy , long ove rdue , of t h e 
ideological p r e m i s e s of A r a b n a t i o n ­
alism, d r a w i n g heavi ly upon original 
A r a b i c ma te r i a l s b u t s o m e w h a t a r id ly 
re la ted . 

THE PAKISTANI WAY OF LIFE. By l.H. 

Qureshi. Praeger. $4. A s t imula t ing 
c u r s o r y in t roduc t ion to m a n n e r s a n d 
ins t i tu t ions in this d iv ided l and of a 
d iv ided subcon t inen t by a fo rmer 
Min i s te r of Educa t ion and c u r r e n t 
visi t ing professor of Is lamic His to ry 
a t Co lumbia Unive r s i ty . 

DE LESSEPS OF SUEZ. By Charles Beatty. 
Harpers. $4.50. A vivid a n d t imely , if 
no t a lways accu ra t e , b i o g r a p h y of t h e 
c r ea to r of t h e Suez Cana l C o m p a n y . 

ISRAEL AND THE UNITED NATIONS. Pre­
pared by a study group of the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem for the Car­
negie Endowment for International 
Peace. Manhattan Publishing Co. $3. 
A p e n e t r a t i n g ana lys i s of t he s ta te ' s 
evolving policies a t t h e U n i t e d N a ­
t ions wi th in t he l a r g e r con tex t of I s ­
rae l ' s i n t e rna t i ona l polit ics. 

TURKEY IN MY TIME. By Ahmed Emin 
Yalman. University of Oklahoma 
Press. $4. A n informal a n d persona l 
n a r r a t i v e of T u r k e y ' s r evo lu t i ona ry 
t r ans fo rma t ion in t he pas t half c e n t u r y 
by one of its closest obse rve r s , an 
A m e r i c a n - t r a i n e d journa l i s t . 

— J . C. HUREWITZ. 

t h e r e m a y b e less chance t h a t it wi l l 
become t h e g r a v e of o u r civi l izat ion. 

ENGLISHMAN IN EGYPT: G e r a l d S p a r ­
row ' s ecsta t ic r e p o r t on t h e " N e w 
E g y p t " cal led " T h e Sphinx Awakes" 
( P u t n a m , $4.50) w a s locked u p a t t h e 
p r i n t e r y m i d w a y b e t w e e n P r e s i d e n t 
G a m a l A b d e l Nasse r ' s b r a v e se izure 
of Suez a n d Is rae l ' s m a r c h in to Sinai . 
As a r e su l t Mr . S p a r r o w , a Br i t i sh 
l a w y e r a n d e x - j u d g e on t h e B a n g k o k 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Cour t , h a s been caugh t 
w i t h his p red ic t ions down . 

T h e j udge ' s jud ic iousness m a y b e 
fair ly t e s t ed b y t h e l a rge n u m b e r of 
t h e conc lus ions in his book wh ich 
h a v e a l r e a d y b e e n p r o v e d w r o n g even 
before publ ica t ion . H e be l ieved, for 
e x a m p l e , t h a t t h e Is rae l i s wou ld n e v ­
e r b e ab le to loca te t h e Sovie t w e a p ­
ons which N a s s e r w a s cunn ing ly h i d ­
ing in t h e deser t . H e felt s u r e t h a t 
t he E g y p t i a n A r m y , r e inv igo ra t ed by 
Nasse r ' s magic , w a s s u p r e m e l y c a ­
pab l e of res i s t ing all a t t ack . H e e x ­
pec ted Nasse r ' s A r a b "a l l i es" to r u s h 
to Egyp t ' s aid. Al l th is , of course , 
w a s howl ing ly refu ted las t N o v e m b e r 
w h e n t h e Is rae l i s c a p t u r e d v i r tua l ly 
t h e en t i r e S ina i pen insu la in four 
d a y s a n d no t a s ingle A r a b outs ide 
Egyp t fired a shot . 

J u d g e S p a r r o w s t in ts h is p ra i se of 
all th ings E g y p t i a n only w h e n t h e y 
r u b u p aga ins t t h ings Br i t i sh . T h u s 
his sole compla in t aga ins t Nasse r ' s 
feeble educa t iona l " r e f o r m s " is t h a t 
t hey h a v e cu t d o w n the t each ing of 
Engl i sh as a second l anguage . O t h e r -
v/ise, Mr . S p a r r o w clings to t he r e s o ­
lu t ion , t a k e n on h i s first n igh t in 
Cairo , " to b a s e m y book, in so far 
as I could, on E g y p t i a n informat ion 
a n d con tac t s . " His d i t h y r a m b i c s u r ­
vey of Egyp t ' s d u b i o u s p rogress in 
l and re form, economic deve lopment , 
poli t ical v i r t ue , a n d o the r in te rna l 
p r o b l e m s re l ies a lmos t t ex tua l ly on 
y a r d s of C a i r o h a n d o u t s . H i s analys is 
of t h e E g y p t i a n - I s r a e l i d i spu te comes 
s t r a igh t f rom A r a b L e a g u e pamphle t s . 

F o r a l e a r n e d jur is t , t he j u d g e is 
s w a y e d by r e m a r k a b l y slim evidence . 
His m a i n p o i n t — t h a t t h e Wes t m u s t 
e v e n t u a l l y r e c k o n w i t h a migh ty 
A r a b F e d e r a t i o n " u n d e r t he gu id ing 
s t a r of a r e s u r g e n t Egyp t "—spr ings 
bodi ly f rom N a s s e r ' s own fever ishly 
se l f - r evea l ing " T e s t a m e n t . " J u d g e 
S p a r r o w ( l ike N a s s e r ) sees A r a b u n i ­
fication a s i nev i t ab l e b e c a u s e of s i m ­
i lar l a n g u a g e a n d rel igion. H e ignores 
t he m y r i a d c leavages which h a v e so 
far p r e v e n t e d even t h e i n t e rna l u n i ­
fication a n d s tab i l i ty of a s ingle A r a b 
s ta te . H e is e n t i r e l y u n a w a r e t h a t t h e 
one factor w h i c h m i g h t rea l ly m a k e 
an A r a b colossus inev i t ab le w o u l d b e 
t h e Wes t ' s c o n t i n u e d a p p e a s e m e n t of 
i ts shadow. — H A L L E H R M A N . 
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FICTION 

The Insidious Superman 

''The Master," by T. H. White 
(Putnams. 256 pp. $3.50), is a fantastic 
tale of two children held prisoner by a 
set of mad scientists, the chief of whom 
has an intellect so lofty he is unable to 
think, much less speak, in English. 

By Basil Davenport 

THE publishers of T. H. White's new 
book "The Master" hint on the 

jacket that they may risk a comparison 
with "Treasure Island"; and while no 
man should be held responsible for his 
blurbs, Mr. White's own dedication, to 
a monogram which can be read as 
R.L.S., suggests that "Treasure Island" 
was indeed his inspiration. Certainly, 
it is more nearly an adventure story 
than anything else he has given us: a 
boy—with a twin sister, this time— 
kidnapped and held prisoner on a r e ­
mote and rocky island where they dis­
cover that they have blundered into 
the midst of a vast and mysterious 
conspiracy. It is a promising idea; but 
what is to be the nature of the men­
ace? What is the mid-twentieth-cen­
tury equivalent of pirates? Mr. White 
has answered himself by saying, "Mad 
Scientists!" By this decision Mr. White 
has committed himself to writing what 
is at least a form of science fiction. 

Now science fiction has many forms, 
some of them (and those not the 
worst, as I have publicly maintained) 
having a good deal more to do with 
fantasy than science; still, if your vil­
lain is using "vibrators" whose effect 
is first to produce various minor dis­
turbances and ultimately to annihilate 
all matter within range—if you are 
going to write anything which makes 
as much of even hypothetical physics 
as that, you ought to know enough 
science to avoid gross errors. Mr. 
White makes fun of an imaginary issue 
of Life magazine showing a scene in 
outer space with "men in rubber suits 
blowing themselves hither and thither 
with compressed air, regardless of the 
fact that there was no air to blow 
against." 

There is also the fact that Mad 
Scientists, like Bug-Eyed Monsters, 
are a good deal out of fashion in 
present-day science fiction. But that 
could be overcome by a writer of 
genius, and Mr. White has very nearly 
done so, by the sheer audacity of his 

conception. His particular villain, the 
Master, is 157 years old. He has made 
some discovery, incomprehensible to 
us common mortals, about the identity 
of time, space, and matter; and his 
intellect is so lofty that he has long 
found it almost impossible to think, 
and therefore to speak, in English. He 
used to be able to speak Chinese, since 
it is not a noun-verb language; but for 
years now he has been able to think 
only in the language of mathematics. 
Only when he has drunk enough to 
set most men babbling can he utter 
a pithy phrase, probably in Latin. That 
is what a super-scientific villain ought 
to be! 

And yet for a good part of his 157 
years he has been planning to make 
himself dictator of the world, hollow­
ing out a desert island and filling it 
with his vibrators; and yet it is only 
when he has launched his threat and 
started his vibrators going, in low 
gear, that he comes across the prob­
lem, which he has never considered, 
of how he is to receive the submission 
of the world's governments and peo­
ples and what he is to do with it when 
he gets it. Surely we are entitled to 
expect a little more foresight than 
that! Another difficulty is that, like 
Superman in the funny papers, the 
Master is so powerful that nobody can 
oppose him, and there can be no real 
suspense. At just one point the boy-
hero seems to have found his Achilles's 
heel, and we think we are going to see 
Jim Hawkins in the apple barrel; but 
the boy is baffled by what, coming 
when it does, can be called a pure ac­
cident. In the end the Master is over­
thrown by another accident. 

I T IS a pity that the structure of the 
book is so weak, for many of the 
scenes and characters are filled with 
Mr. White's inescapable charm and 
humor. The Master's sanctum, hol­
lowed out of the living rock, and 
furnished like a London house in the 
Eighties ("The top visiting-card read 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Darwin") is a 
delicious invention. The children and 
their dog are winning. And the tem­
porarily frustrated naturalist in Mr. 
White comes out in some supei'b pic­
tures of sea-birds. Since its charm is 
obvious, and its weaknesses need a 
little analysis, it will probably be a 
success with children; and if so, it will 
be in excellent company. 

T. H. White—"audacity of conception." 

Puritan Romance 

"The Dark Stranger," by Dorothy 
Charques (Coward-McCann. 352 pp. 
$3.95), is the story of Mistress Eliza­
beth Devize and her growing attraction 
to a young Captain in Cromwell's army. 

By Edmund Fuller 

THE troubled England of Crom­
well's Protectorate is the back­

ground of Dorothy Charques's new 
novel "The Dark Stranger." The book 
is of the superior order in the his­
torical field. It carries a romantic 
plot of great charm, restraint, and 
appeal, nicely held in balance with a 
story rooted in the political and r e ­
ligious strife of the time. 

Mistress Elizabeth Devize is the 
daughter of a man who had died 
fighting in Cromwell's Parliamentary 
army. Now she is compelled to live 
with her aunt. Dame Alys Cuttler, a 
fanatical Royalist whose calculating 
hatred of all that touches Puritanism, 
Parliament, or Cromwell, appears to 
have no bounds. It is whispered of 
Dame Alys that she practices black 
arts. 

The novel seems to me to be poorly 
named, deriving its title from a pe­
ripheral aspect. Elizabeth is conscious 
of the occasional presence in and 
about the home of her father. Cherry-
burn, of a dark stranger, who is too 
much the "heavy" of this plot, and 
by that token the least real or inter-
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