
LETTERS TO THE 

RECORDINGS EDITOR 

CHAY ON TRANSLATIONS 

MARIE CHAY'S criticism of the unfortunate 
translations provided for Italian opera 
texts {SR Feb. 23) is a point well taken. 
But it should not be forgotten that the 
German language has suffered equally 
at the hands of so-called translators. I 
have noted to my dismay many examples 
of German-English atrocities as horrible 
as anything produced by G. Ricordi and 
Co. One pathetic example: the outra­
geous text for "Die Meistersinger" which 
accompanies the London recording. I have 
found more success struggling through 
the German with the aid of a dictionary 
than attempting to make some sense out 
of the so-called translation. 

DAVID KESSEL. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

HOW WEIRD THE DREE 

I VIGOROUSLY agree with Marie Chay's 
aggrieved grandmother; almost all l i ­
bretto translations are execrable. (I 
would exclude the Angel opera album 
libretti from the opprobrium.) If the 
sense is not minced, diced, and spiced 
by the curious art of translatorship, it is 
dried out into a few wisps of antiquarian's 
prose. But my favorite example is not 
from Italian opera translation, but from 
a popularly sold (and here, generously, 
unnamed) libretto of "Die Walkiire." 
Wotan's second-act concession to Fricka 
(as regards the protection of Siegmund), 
"Er geh' seines Weg's" ("Let him go his 
way . . .") is rendered: 

WOTAN: (Lowering his voice.) His 
weird he shall dree! 

ERIC ROTHSTEIN. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

MOZART, SR. 0:'l DISCS 

So FAR I HAVE looked in vain for any 
recorded music of Leopold Mozart. Does 
any exist? I know it is pretty useless 
to ever think I will hear his music in a 
concert hall. 

PHIL LEAVITT. 
Hartford, Conn. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: It is the present belief that 
"Haydn's" Toy Symphony is a composi­
tion of Mozart, Sr. 

VOCAL REVIVALS 

THE CAMDEN release of the Elisabeth 
Rethberg disc is one of the more satisfy­
ing of the reissues I have heard. The idea 
of devoting an entire disc to one person's 
artistry is in itself commendable, and this 
one has a high degree of artistic and 
sonic quality. It is also another reminder 
of the wealth of choice material avail­
able in the Victor vaults that has yet 
to appear in LP form. With a host of 
Hempels, Matzenauers, Gerhardts, Pinzas, 
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DEEMS TAYLOR calls this 

"The best book 
of its kind I 

have ever seen." 
• Aaron Cop/and, America's most distinguished composer, opens a whole 
new world of musical enjoyment for the listener. This revised edition of 
a famous bestseller has been expanded to include modern music, film 
music, a list of recordings which illustrate the points in the book, and a 
Jjst of books suggested for further reading. $3.95, now at your bookstore. 

R A IVIGGRAW-HILL B O O K I 

30-Day Music and Theatre Tour 

U.S.S.R. & 4 European Capitals 
Leave Aug. 25, Pan-American DC-7C 

London—Copenhagen—Leningrad 
Moscow—Odessa—Kiev—Vienna—Paris 

Concert, Opera, Ballet, 
Theatre tickets provided 

throughout tour 
Optional 19-day Extension to 
Switzerland, Italy, the Riviera 

EASTWEST TOURS 
220 South State Street. Chicago 4, I I I . 

YOU CAN P U B L I S H 
YOUR BOOK 

, Free brochure tells how we published 2000 books for ' 
, authors. Free editorial appraisal. Write Oept. 8R-I09 , 
EXPOSITION PRESS / 386 4th Ave., N.Y. 16 i 

[H "Among the most 

M provocative works dealing 

m with the tone art 

M to appear in years." 
PI -IRVING XOLOOIN, SATURDAY REVIEW 
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m 
n 
m 
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fROM PALESTKINA TO COPLAND 

Letters, diaries, essays and con­
versations of the world's great 
composers, selected and edited 
by SAM MORGENSTERN. 

$7.50 PANTHEON BOOKS 

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 

The Saturdap Review 
25 W. 45th St., New York 36 

Please enter my subscription for 
the term indicated below; 

Name. 

n Three years $16 

Address. 

City. 
n Two years $12 

n One year $7 Zone. 

(A<M $1 per year for Canaditin p08t-
di/e, $2 per year for other foreign). 

State 

• Payment enclosed 
D Please bill me' ^•'» 
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PLAY A KUENG RECORDER 
Finest Swiss Import 

Mode of the choicest Swiss pear, maple, cherry; also 
in boxwood, grenadillo, rosewood, olivewood. Each 
instrument carefully selected and tested. Model l b 
Kueng Soprano & Method complete with bog and 

swob $7.25. Other Sopranos from 
$3.95 and altos from $12. Send 
for free catalog R-37. 

HARGASL MUSIC PRESS 
130 WEST 56 St., N.Y.C. 19 

In the City Center of Music Buiiding 

]318 Giant Ave., San Francisco I I , Calif. 

H O A G Y S.MOS 
C A R M i C H A E L 

BEST 
SELLER 

12 dreamy 

hi-fi ballads 

a la Les Paul 

and Mary Ford. \ 

TO AUTHORS 
seeking a publisher 

Learn how we can publish, promote and dis­
tribute your book, as we have done for hundreds 
of others. All subjects considered. New writers 
welcomed. Write today for booklet FF. It's free. 

VANTAGE PRESS, Inc.. 120 W. 31 St., N. Y. 
In Calif.: «>25S H',llu>r«o>i llli'i . Holh/v-'wi JS 

PRIVATE INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 
A yearbook compiled expressly for parents. 

826 schools in 42 states, D.C., and Hawaii. 

915 pages. Illustrated. Cloth. $7.50 postpaid. 

Order today or write for descriptive folder. 

James E. Bunting j| Wallingford, Conn. 

ON THEJOB 

+ WHEN IT COUNTS 

1957 RED CROSS CAMPAIGN 

Hiisches, etc. available, let us hope that 

we may expect an orderly, systematic, 

and careful re-release of more of these 

treasures. 

WILLIAM SHANK. 

Chicago, 111. 

THE BEECHAM "SERAGLIO" 

I HAVE JUST had the exhilarating experi­

ence of listening to the new Beecham-

Angel recording of Mozart's "The Abduc­

tion from the Seraglio." I believe it is all 

you said it was, and more. For one thing, 

Beecham's relocation of two of the arias 

not only seems dramatically justifiable, 

but could hardly be considered an af­

front to Mozart's creative wishes. After 

all, would not the sequence of scenes and 

arias be dictated by the librettist as a 

blueprint for the composer? According 

to Mozart's letters, the opera was com­

posed in great haste and exultation, 

circumstances which may well have p r e ­

vented him from catching these dramatic 

inconsistencies. One would hope that due 

to the artistic perfection of this enterprise 

Angel might see fit to utilize Sir Thomas's 

services for recording of Mozart's other 

operatic masterpieces. 

ERNEST GILBERT. 

Detroit, Mich. 

CYLINDERS FOR SALE 

I RECEIVED your name from the RCA 

Victor Company of Montreal who thought 

you might possibly have a collector in te r ­

ested in a number of Edison Gold-Mould 

Records, cylinder type, and an old phono­

graph with a big horn. There are seventy 

records of all types of music; the serial 

numbers run from 2806 through to 10006; 

the latest patent number on them is 1905. 

If you should have someone who would 

be interested would you please have them 

contact: 

Mr. L. J . Ward, 

3001 Meridian Street 

Bellingham, Washington, U.S.A. 

MRS. R . GRISACK. 

Vancouver, B. C. 

CHASINS O N BRAILOWSKY 

I HAVE JUST finished reading Abram 

Chasins's article on Brailowsky. Coming 

as it does, while the dust and debris 

raised by the Ciardi article are still 

floating in the critical air, I think it is 

peculiarly worthy of comment. 

I believe that if people were even one-

half as ready to praise as they are to 

blame, the volume of mail resulting from 

this article should equal that raised by 

Mr. Ciardi's controversial piece. Please 

pass my bravos on to Mr. Chasins, and 

accept my thanks for printing a st imu­

lating and informative article. 

RALPH MARTIN FREYDBERG. 

New York, N. Y. 

RECORD MART 

RECORD MART is designee! to provide 
a bulletin board on which may be posted 
buyers* or sellers' notices of anything odd, 
unusual, rare, or out-of-print on discs 
or the accessories thereto. Individuals as 
well as dealers may submit their offerings 
of duplicated discs, rare labels, old acous­
tics, society sets, private issues, or with­
drawn items, albums, needles, record 
brushes, or the like. Rate 40t̂  per word: 

10-word minimum. Count two extra words 
for box and number. Full payment must 
be received eighteen days before publica­
tion. We forward all mail received in 
answer to box numbers and submit post­
age bills periodically. Mail to be called 
for at this office will be held thirty days 
only. Address RECORD MART, The Sat­
urday Review, 25 West 45th Street, New 
York 36, N. Y. 

RARE OPERATICS, red seal, European imports; free 
lists; Wes+hoff, 93! Geary, San Francisco. 

ROCOCO RECORDS—LP reissues of Golden Age 
Opera tics—Caruso, Melba, Patti, Tomagno, Elisa­
beth Schumann, etc. Write 2098 Yonge St., Toronto, 
Ontorio. Canada. 

FREE CATALOGUE—LATEST Records. Tapes, Books. 
MAGIC-TONE. 545 Fifth Ave.. NYC 17. 

RECORDERS (ENGLISH FLUTES) KUENG Swiss im­
port, also Dolmetsch, Purcell, and Barenreiter. 
Baroque (English fingering) $3.95, $5, $6.50 up. Re­
corder music and methods. Free catalogue R36, 
HARGAjL, 130 West 56 St., NYC. 

COMPREHENSIVE MONTHLY LISTS, including hun­
dreds of unusual out-of-print and rare vocals, moiled 
on request. Collections bought. THE RECORD 
ALBUM. 208 West 80 St.. NYC. 

WORLD'S LEADING PRODUCER of Authentic Folk 
Music on Records. Write for free calalogue to : 
FOLKWAYS RECORDS. 117 West 44 St.. NYC. 

GOLDEN AGE OPERATICS. cutout vocal, orchestra, 
music hall, imported European 78 and LP. Thousands 
of interesting records available on free monthly 
listings. ROSS COURT & CO.. 2098 Yonge St.. 
Toronto, Ontario. Canada. 

RARE RECORDS sold, lowly priced. Free lists. Col­
lections bought. E. HIRSCHMANN. 100 Duncan Ave., 
Jersey City, N. J. 

COLLECTOR'S SHOP—Rare 78's—Free lists-CoUec-
tions Purchased. RECORD COLLECTORS SERVICE, 
2322 Biscoyne Boulevard. Miami, Florida. 

NEW INDEX SYSTEM FOR RECORDINGS! Cata­
logue yours discs, tapes on handsomely printed 5 x 7 
cords, so you can instantly find the recording you 
wont. 100 cords only $4 postpaid. Check, money 
order to The Well-Tempered Collector, Box 5C, 
Erwinna. Bucks County, Penna. Or 25^ for samples. 

HIGHEST QUALITY custom-made Varkon corner en­
closure, 604B Altec speaker, neutral finish. Value 
$700, ask $300. Owner leaving country. GRomercy 
7.3517 (NYC). 

KURT WEILL 78's WANTED. State price and condi­
t ion. Box B-107. 

SPOKEN POETRY ON RECORDS AND TAPES: AN 
INDEX—581 entries to records plus full references to 
contents of 135 anthologies, under author's name. 
Includes records to February. 1957. $1.75 from ACRL 
MONOGRAPHS. American Library Association. 50 
East Huron. Chicago I I . 

HI-FI SERVICE. The Audio Exchange Service Labora­
tory is responsible for the reliabil i ty of our used 
equipment. You may avail yourself of this expert 
equipment. THE AUDIO EXCHANGE. Depf. SR., 
159-19 Hillside Ave.. Jamaica 32. N. Y. Axtel 7-7577. 
Also 367 Momaroneck Ave.. White Plains. Phone: 
White Plains 8-3380. AUDIO EXCHANGE EX­
CHANGES AUDIO. 

PRINTED IN THE U, S. A. BY THE CUNEO PRESS, INC. PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
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ROBERTA PETERS IN PERSON 
ON RCA V I C T O R R E C O R D S 

With this album, RCA Victor brings you the first full-length presenta­

tion of the art of the world's greatest coloratura. You hear her meticu­

lous phrasing in Una voce poco fa, her enchanting lyric quality in 

Caro nome. her scintillating bravura style in the Lucia Mad Scene. 

The vocal beauty, enthusiasm and intensity which are so evident in each 

of her performances are brought home to you in the sharp focus of 

New Orthophonic High Fidelity . . . on RCA Victor Records, of course! 

THE 
WORLD'S 

GREATEST 
ARTISTS 

ARE { 
ON 

RCAVICTOR 
•Hear this New Orthophonic High Fidelity recording best on an HCA Victor New Ortlioplionic \\'\g\\ Fidelity "V i i t n i l a "® Ph(jnugrai>!i. Nationally Advertised Prices 
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We invite you to accept 

lO^ FOR 
ONLY 

a magnificent art portfolio —16 glorious paintings by 

TAN OOGH 
faithfully reproduced- in Full Color — 

framing size 11 x 13 inches! 
As an introduction to the fabulous Art Treasures 
of the World program, we will send you this Col­
lectors Portfolio—16 paintings reproduced in ex­
quisite full color, 15 of which are mounted on 11" 
X 15" ready-to-frame mats. The Portfolio is hand­
somely bound with a full-color illustrated cover 
and covered with acetate. Although it is sold to 
subscribers for $3.95, you may have your Van 
Gogh Collection for only 10^! 

Now You Can Collect the World's 
Greatest Art Masterpieces— 
At a Fraction of the Usaal Cost'. 

Imag ine in your own home 
the t r e a s u r e d p a i n t i n g s from 
the wor ld ' s g r e a t museums , 
ga l le r ies and p r i v a t e collec­
t ions . . . a s though the cele­
b r a t e d m a s t e r s had pa in t ed 
them especial ly for you r 
p l easu re . H e r e is an u n p a r ­
alleled o p p o r t u n i t y for your 
family to acquire—for h a n g ­
ing or for por t fol io d i s p l a y -
b r i l l i an t , a u t h e n t i c , f r aming -

size r ep roduc t ions of the best loved p a i n t i n g s of 
R e m b r a n d t , Degas , Ut r i l lo , Cezanne and o the r 
g r e a t a r t i s t s . 

YOU WILL LEARN TO UNDERSTAND GREAT ART 
P e r h a p s you have a l w a y s wished t h a t you rea l ly 
unders tood the fine po in t s of p a i n t i n g , how to 
j udge a p ic tu re , w h y i t was pa in t ed and how to g e t 
a t i t s real m e a n i n g . . . A R T 
T R E A S U R E S O F T H E WORLD 
has made th i s possible for you 
in two w a y s . 

1. Members receive a course on 
A r t Apprec ia t ion . Wi th eve ry 
Por t fo l io is s e n t a t r e a t i s e on 
such i m p o r t a n t subjec ts a s Color, 
Composi t ion, Technique , Dis to r ­
t ion, Abs t rac t ion and Symbol i sm. 

2. Each Por t fo l io con t a in s n. 
brief b iography of t h e a r t i s t p lus 
simple and c lear commen ta r i e s on the color r ep roduc t ions . 
These t e x t s a r e w r i t t e n by e x p e r t s on the p a r t i c u l a r p a i n t e r . 

HOW THIS COLLECTORS PLAN OPERATES 
Mail the coupon at onoe, together with your ten cents, and we will 
promptly Bend you your Van Gogh Portfolio and a free copy of the 
first treatise of your Art Appreciation Course. In addition, we will be 
happy to extend to you the courtesy of an Associate Memliership . . . 
and each month you will be offered a new Collection of 16 full-color, 
framing-size reproductions of a great artist—at the special member's 
price of only $3.95. However, you are NOT obligated to purchase any 
Portfolio, ever! As an Associate Member you will receive each month, 
well in advance of shipment time, a description of the forthcoming 
Portfolio, which you have a right to reject by the date shown on the 
Advice Card always provided. 

Sfince your membership is on a month to month basis (how long you 
stay a member is entirely up to you) you can cancel any month you 
choose. To do this simply write "Cancel" across the Advice Card of the 
forthcoming Portfolio and mail it back to arrive before the date shown. 
No Portfolio will be sent then or ever. The matter will be ended. 

Because of the eare required to produce these reproductions, supply 
is limited. Send 10^ now for your Van Gogh Collection! 

ART TREASURES OF THE WORLD "'' 'S,T^,An'u.T'"'' 
Couai'Mtt Aiirtis: 1181 CastMitld Avtiiue, Tortnte 10, Canada 

I re-lived Van Gogh's life —and fell in love 
with his paintings! 

While I was m a k i n g Lust for Lt/e—MGM's mo­
tion p i c tu re abou t Vincen t Van Gogh—I not 
only got to know the c h a r a c t e r of t h e a r t i s t , 

bu t I also began to a p p r e ­
c ia te his w o r k s of a r t m o r e 
t h a n ever before . L iv ing 
wi th Van Gogh's fiery, pas ­
s iona te , sun-drenched p a i n t ­
ings week a f t e r weelc w a s 
an exc i t ing exper ience—and 
a reve la t ion . I found t h a t I 
cou ldn ' t be more in love 
wi th these beaut i fu l m a s t e r -

if I had been Van Gogh himself! 
I c e r t a in ly would like to see more of these 

p a i n t i n g s pu t where people can see them all 
day long—in t h e i r homes, in t h e i r offices, in 
schools, even in f ac to r i e s ! I would l ike to see 
Van Gogh's a r t made more ava i lab le to people, 
in all i ts t r u e colors and r ichness . The p o r t ­
folio of his work p u t out by A r t T r e a s u r e s of 
the World is j u s t the s o r t of t h i n g I am t a lk ­
ing abou t . These a r e c e r t a i n l y t r e a s u r e s ! 

( ^ 

KIRK DOUGLAS 

FREE COURSE 
As a patron ol Art 
Treasures of the 
World, you will re­
ceive the monthly 
"Art Appreciation 
Course'' with each 
Portfolio you accept. 
This fascinating 
course is prepared 
by a leading art au­
thority exclusively 
for members. It con­
sists of a handsome 
7"" X 10" brochure 
filled with famous 
paintings, art analy­
ses, background 
material, etc., to 
help you and your 
family to a better 
understanding of 
art 

Art Treasures of the Wor ld , Dept. 541 SR3 
100 Avenue of the Americas, New York 13, N. Y. 
Please send me the Van Gogh Portfolio of 16 full-color, 
framing-size reproductions, plus the first treatise from, 
your Art Appreciation Course, for which I enclose 10c. 
Also reserve an Associate Membership in my name, but 
I am. not obligated to take any specific number of 
Portfolios. 

Eaeh month you are to send me an advance descrip­
tion of the forthcoming Portfolio which I have the right 
to reject, by the date shown, on the Advice Cards al-
wavs provided. 

I am entitled to cancel this membership any month I 
please by returning the Advice Card for the forthcoming 
month with the word "Cancel" written across it. Tha t̂ 
will end the matter. 

For each of your Portfolios of 16 full-color reproduc­
tions I decide to purchase. I will send you 7 days after 
receipt of the Portfolio only $3.95. plus delivery charge. 
With each Portfolio I accept. I am to receive a section 
of your Art Appreciation Course, free. 

Membership is limited to one subscription to any family 
or household. 

Name 

Addres:> 

City.. 

Zone State 
Canadian Address: 1184Castlefield Ave.. Toronto 10, Ont. 
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