Two Experts Examine

Alger Hiss’s Story

Last week, writer Thomas E. Cooney summarized on these
pages the content of a book which bids to become one of the
season’s most widely discussed offerings, “In the Court of
Public Opinion,” by Alger Hiss (Knopf, $5). This week SR has
asked two authorities on different facets of the book, the one a
lawyer and the other a typewriter expert, to analyze the book

in light of their own specialties.

Reopen the Case?

By WAYNE K. BOULTON, prod-
uct analyst, Royal Typewriter Company.

S I read “In the Court of Public
A Opinion,” I was particularly in-
terested in the considerable
amount of material it presented re-
garding typewriters. Mr. Hiss states
three basic premises:
® The first is that every typewriter
is different. As a typewriter man, I
have seen ample evidence of the ways
in which typewriters identify them-
selves. A typewriter will leave a
“fingerprint” on a sheet of typewrit-
ten characters almost as reliable for
identification purposes as a human
fingerprint. What distinguishes one
typewriter from another of similar
make and type style? The alignment
of the type, formation faults of in-
dividual characters, the condition of
the cylinder and the ring and cyl-
inder adjustment of the individual
type—any or all of these will cause
variations of printing that will indi-
vidualize copy produced on a certain
typewriter.
® The second premisz is that oper-
ators also have identifying charac-
teristics that show up in the copy they
type. It is many times possible to
distinguish between two letters typed
on the same typewriter by two dif-
ferent operators. This is true because
on a manual typewriter, differences
in stroking techniques will result in
identifiable differences in typewritten
work.
® The third premise is that from a
typewritten specimen prepared on a
particular typewriter, a typewriter
mechanic can modify o typewriter of
similar model so that the character-
istics of the typewritten work from
the original and the modified machines
will be similar. There is no question
about the validity of this premise.
Two relatively new typewriters may
have differences in alignment and
ring and cylinder adjustment as well
as minor character differences. These
typewriters can be adjusted by a

qualified typewriter mechanic to pro-
duce typewritten work so closely
identical that it would be most dif-
ficult to tell them apart.

According to the book, a consid-
erable amount of the evidence used
to convict Mr. Hiss was based on
specimens purportedly typed by Mrs.
Hiss on an old Woodstock typewriter.
Similarities between damaged char-
acter impressions in copies of State
Department papers and impressions
made by the impounded typewriter
seem to be open to question on two
grounds:

1.) The characters cited as similar
are made with type slugs attached to
type bars on the impounded ma-
chines by a soldering process sharply
different from and much more sloppy
than that used for the other type bars
on the same machine. Standards of
soldering vary from one mechanic to
another, and it would not be unusual,
on a typewriter s old as the Wood-
stock in question, to have several
resoldered type. However, it is a
questionable coincidence that the re-
soldered characters are the same as
those cited by the origiral typewriter
expert as proof of similarity.

2.) According to Mrs. Evelyn S.
Ehrlich, a typographic and forgery
detection expert employed by Mr.
Hiss after his conviction, there are
many other differences between the
presswork samples of the impounded
typewriter and the State Department
papers in evidence. Some of these
differences are described in detail in
the book and two or three of them are
shown in magnified photographs. The
lower case “m” and “u” have dif-
ferent design characteristics that can
be readily seen. On the basis of Mrs.
Ehrlich’s investigation and the afore-
mentioned photographs, the author
contends that a deliberate attempt
was made to alter the impounded
typewriter so that it would have the
same presswork characteristics as the
one used to type the State Depart-
ment papers. The attempt was not
too professionally done because it
concentrated on the successful alter-
ation of a few characters and com-
pletely neglected several other char-

—Wide World.

Alger and Priscilla Hiss, outside
courthouse after his conviction,

acters that had visible differences. If
this contention is correct, a major
portion of the evidence used to convict
Mr. Hiss would be invalidated.

One major obstacle to the accurate
comparison of the type specimens has
been the unwillingness of the prose-
cution to make available the originally
typed State Department papers. Mrs.
Ehrlich had to make her comparison
from photo copies—a most unsatis-
factory substitute.

The political overtones that sur-
rounded the original trials are still
very much in evidence in the text.
In fact, the author in the closing
paragraphs gives an emphatic en-
dorsement of the New Deal, although
throughout the book he decries the
introduction of “power politics” and
their unwarranted influence on judges
and juries alike.

There is a tendency on my part
to consider that this widely publi-
cized Hiss-Chambers affair, complete
with two trials, a conviction, and
various appeals is “water over the
dam.” However, after reading this
book and attempting honestly to eval-
uate the points made by the author,
particularly those associated with
typewriters, I would like to see an-
other unbiased examination of the
facts of this case.
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- 3603. EXTINCTYT LANGUAGES.
By Johannes Friedrich. The fascinating story of the
art of deciphering forgotten languages and’ scripts,

enlarging our historical horizon nto the past, The
author is one of Europe's foremost archaeologists.
Richly illustrated. Pub. at $5.00. Only 1.98

PERSPECTIVES—U.S.A,
We have but a limited stock left of the best
issues of this outstanding quarterly, published
in order to exhibit the best of American culture
" to the peoples of the world., This is your last
" chance—as they are going rapidly out of print—
to obtain these truly distinguished contributions

to our intellectual scene,
evcch, 2 for 1.00

5%9¢
0 3494. PERSPECTIVES #3. Guest editor: Jacques
Barzun. Essays by Eric Bcntle{i Lionel Trilling,
W. H. Auden (on Collette), Herbert Weinstock
(on the meaning of music), others,
3495. PERSPECTIVES #7. Guest editor: Irwin
Edman. Essays by Louis Kronenberger, Peter

Quennell, F. W. Dupee, Katherine Anne Porter,

E. B, White, others.
3 % 3495, PERSPECTIVES #9. Symposium on- the
creative artist and his audience; as well as
° Faulkner, MacLeish, Frederick Lewis Allen, Carl
to Carmer, ¢

tc.,
3497, PERSPECTIVES #10. Joseph Wood
Krutch, Kenneth Rexroth, Christopher Tunnard,
J— Se}llden Rodman, Joseph Kerman, F. W. Dupee,
N = others,

- 3498. PERSPECTIVES #11. Contributions by
Tennessee Williams, Lewis Mumford, J. Robert
Oppenheimer, Brendan Gill, Walter™ Prescott
Webb, others,

3499. PERSPECTIVES #12. Features the work
of ten new poets; as well as Gian-Carlo Menotti,
Shirley Ann Grau, Lincoln Kirstein, Richard
Hofstadter, others.

3500. PERSPECTIVES #13. Delmore Schwartz
on Ernest Hemingway; plus gohn Kenneth Gal-
braith, David Riesman, Robert Penn Warren,

others.

3501. PERSPECTIVES #14. James T. Farrell,
James Thurber, W. H. Auden, Robert M, Coates,
Max Lerner, Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., others.
3502. PERSPECTIVES #15. Brubeck and Hoff-
man on jazz; Tillich on religion; Mizener on the
recent American novel; others.

3660. A SHORT HISTORY OF FREE
THOUGHT.

By J. M, Robertson. The history of civilized man’s

long struggle towards intellectual freedom, showing

how, from earliest times, man found it necessary to

defend his freedom to think against highly organized

forms of thought control.

Pub. at $7.50. Only 2,98

3659. NATURALISM IN NINETEENTH

CENTURY ENGLISH LITERATURE.
By Georg Brandes. The great critic and literary his-
torian traces the movement which swept away the
classic forms and conventions, and bore in its bosom
the germs of all the liberal ideas and emancipatory
movements to which Europe later turned.
Pub. at $6.00. Only 2.98

3678. DA VINCI: The Art of Painting.
Generations of artists and students have turned
to this classic study by Leonardo to obtain not
only a psychological and scientific understanding
of the Master’s art, but also authoritative solu-
tions to artistic problems that have beset artists
since painting itself began. Illustrated by da
Vinci's line drawings. Hardbound.

Pub, at $4.75, Only 2.98

All orders shipped within 48 hours of receipt 3604, BOOKBINDING—ITS BACKGROUND

AND TECHNIQUE.

By Edith Diehl. The printed book, taken for granted
in the 20th centurg, is 2 comparatively recent phe-
nomenon preceded by centuries of inscribed and writ-
ten documents, some recorded thousands of years be-
fore the Christian era. These two boxed volumes,
themselves masterpieces of the bookbinder’s art, au-
thoritatively reveal the history and every detail of
workmanship of this fascinating craft, with 91 plates
and nearly 200 drawings,

Pub. at $30.00. 2 vol., boxed, only 1.95
3661, CHAUCER AND HIS ENGLAND,

By G. G. Coulton. A classic tapestry of Chaucerian
England; the perfect guide to the social history, mot-
als, manners and institutional necessities in which
Chaucer’s people lived and out of which he distilled
his great literary portrait of the period, Illus.

Pub. at $5.00. Only 2.98
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N 3665. THREE LOVES OF DOSTOEVSKY.
By Mark Slonin. A fascinating and authoritative bi-
ADDRESS. ography revealing the dramatic influences of a great
writer’s tempestuons loves; a psychological drama of
oy, ZONE STATE the secret life of a highly complex man. As compelling

as the most exciting novel. Pxzb. 4t $4.00, Only 1.98
3393. A PICTORIAL TREASURY OF OPERA

IN AMERICA.
By Daniel Blum. This boon to opera-lovers contains
scenes, stars and complete synopses of famous Ameri-
can operas—the first elaborate pictorial presentation
of this nature ever compiled. It includes all the stand-
atd as well as rarely produced works, and such lumi-
naries of past and preseat as Caruso, Melba. Chalia-
pin, Grace Moore, Pons, Flaﬁstad, Traubel and hun-
dreds of others! 9" x 127, 304 pp. Over 1500 glovions
illustrations. Pub. at $10.00. Only 4.98

New York City residents add 3% sales lax.' A few cents extra for C.0.D.
Add 25¢ per title for deliveries outside U.S.A, and pqssessions‘
310-DAY SATISFACTION OR MONEY- BACK GUARANTEE,

WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY, VISIT A MARBORO BOOK SHOP
47 West 42nd Street ¢ 8 East 59th Street * 144 West 57th Street
56 West 8th Street * 390 Fulton Street (Brooklyn}|




3545. A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF THE

JEWS IN THE UNITED STATES. )
Ed. by Morris U, Schappes. A treasury of historic
documents depicting every aspect of Jewish life—
social, economic, philanthropic, political, congrega-
tional, legal, religious and cultural—from Colonial
times to_the closing of the era of Reconstruction, as
told by Jews and non-Jews. An important, vivid and
dramatic book. 762 pages. Pxb. at $6.00. Only 1.98

3620. GARDEN LIBRARY PACKAGE.
All that stands between the home-owner and a
successful garden is knowledge. These four hard-
cover, illustrated books will help convert your
garden into a riot of flowers.

ROSES. By Roy E. Shephard.

PERENNIALS. By Marjorie P. Johnson.
ANNUALS. By Ann Roe Robbins.

HARDY BULBS. By R. Milton Carleton,

Pub, at $6.00. All 4 books, only 1.00

P-224., ITALIAN CONTEMPORARY ART.
Giant portfolio of prints revealing an Italy that
tourists never see. 10 famous works by De Stefano,
Mucchi, Attardi, Cappelli and others portraying
Ttalian life as only Italians know it—in the exciting
new art techniques that have charmed collectors
throughout the world. Each print in startling black-
and-white measures a full 2214” x 1712”,

Pub. at $5.00. Only 1.98
3650. MAGIC, MYTH AND MEDICINE.
By Dr. D. T. Atkinson. The thrilling story of the
tise of medical science from its beginnings 1n ritual
and magic—and of the people who freed it from
ignorance. Pzb. at $5.00. Only 1.00
3559. THE STORY OF OUR CIVILIZATION.
By Philip Lee Ralph. This brilliant, lucid story of
10,000 years of Western Man is an urbane and witty
sutvey of the origins, development and present state
of our civilization. ““One of the best of its kind.”’
~—Dr. Crane Brinton, Pub. at $3.75. Only 1.00
3413. THE CAT.

54 of the most enchanting cat pictures you have
ever seen with an equally enchanting English text
by Marcel Uze. Imp. from lItaly. 515" x 87,

Pub. at $2.50. Only 1.00
3646. A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE.

By Nelson Algren. A lusty, powerful and memorable
novel of the seamy side of New Ortleans—of the
nightmare life on its feverish streets, peopled by the
lost and the fallen. Pu«b. at $4.50. Only 1.00

LITTLE LIBRARY OF GREAT ART,
Each of these handsome cloth-bound volumes
containg 40 to SO plates, most in full colos.
Texts and notes on the plates by eminent critics.
Pub. at $2.00 each.

3110, BOTTICELLI
3111. CEZANNE
3112, DEGAS

While they last—only 59¢ ea.
3116, MATISSE
3117. REMBRANDT
3118. RENOIR

3113. DUFY 3119. TOULOUSE-
3114, EL GRECO LAUTREC
3115. FRENCH 3120. UTRILLO

IMPRESSIONISTS 3121, VAN GOGH
3122, —ALL 12, PUB. AT $24.00.
Very special 5.49

3246. MASTERS OF THE ORCHESTRA.

By Louis Biancolli and Herbert F. Peyser, introduc-
tion by Dimitri Mitropolous. An illuminating sur-
vey, in an easy and ingratiating style, of the most
important composers in the current repertory of
orchestral music, including Schubest, Brahms, Han-
del, Mendelssohn, Tschaikowsky, Haydn, Schumann,
Strauss, Mozart, Berlioz, Beethoven, Wagner and
others, 496 pages. Pub. at $6.00. Only 1.98
3374. THE SPLENDOR THAT WAS EGYPT.
By Dr. Margaret Murray, F.S5.A., F.R.A.L. One of
the world’s foremost authorities has given, for the
general reader, a comprehensive, colorful survey of
the grandeur that was Egypt, covering both its his-
tory and prehistory, its social conditions, religion,
arts and sciences, language and literature. End-paper
maps; over 200 illustrations in line, half-tone. color.
Pub. at $10.00. Only 5.95
P-219. CHINESE WALL PAINTINGS ON

LINEN: SINGING CRANES.
No verbal description could adequately describe the
breath-taking beauty of this pair of bird portraits—
treasured possessions of the Shokokuji Temple in
Kyoto, Japan. Sometime in the 14th century, the

Ming artist Wen Cheng painted each detail of
feather and form in glowing scarlet, ash-white, yel-
low and black and inscribed graceful ideographic
characters in black to balance the composition with
exquisite symmetry, Recently a master-craftsman silk-
screened these masterpieces onto a natural-colored
linen so perfectly that they could be mistaken for
the originals. Each panel-shaped print measures 39"

high x 14%"” wide.

Pub, at $30.00. The pair, only 5.95
B-221. THE CLOUD WAGON.

Albert Urban’s extraordinary silk-screen of an ancient
Chinese stone rubbing created during the fabulous
Han Dynasty by some unknown Chinese master. A
procession of delightful musicians and jugglers pulls
an impressive deity in the Cloud Wagon toward a
unique triumphal arch. Reproduced in red pigment
against a terra-cotta background, this anel‘?shaped
print measures 1434 " high x 52” wide. Blends equally
well with modern or traditiona! decor.

Pub. at $20.00. Only 4.95

3686. THE SEARCH WITHIN: The inner

Experiences of a Psychoanalyst.

By Theodor Reik. Contains frank reminiscences of Dr.
Reik’s personal life, his training, practice and the
development of his philosophy; psychoanalytic ex-
periences in life, literature and music; letters from
Freud, ctc. 670 pp. Pub. at $7.50. Only 2.98
829. BAUDELAIRE AND THE SYMBOLISTS.
By Peter Quennell. Both T. S. Eliot and Cyril Con=
nolly had a part in the creation of this unusual and
distinguished interpretation of a difficult and impor-
tant literary movement. Republished, with a new
foreword by Mr. Quennell, and with nine plates,
including a self-portrait of Baudelaire drawn under
the influence of hashish. Pub. at $3.75.  Only 1.49
3534. THE MEMOIRS OF CORDELL HULL.
1,742 pages, 2 volumes. One of the most important
source-works of contemporary history, crammed with
fascinating recollections and revelations of American
and international politics spanning the two World
Wars. Pub. at $10.50. 2 vols., boxed, special 4.98
3565. VOICES FROM THE PAST.

Ed. by James and Janet Maclean Todd. From Homer
through St. Augustine, more than 100 authors of
antiquity speak to us across two thousand years.
Profound philosophers, light-hearted playwrights,
amorous poets, historians, statesmen, sinners and
saints—they re-create the glory of Greece and the
grandeur of Rome in the undying thoughts that laid
the cornerstone of Western civilization, Indices, map,
photographs. Pub, at $6.50. Only 2,98
3455. A Lion in the Path: MAUPASSANT.
By Francis Steegmuller. The first complete and
definitive biography of Guy de Maupassant—fabu-
lous, even scandalous, as a man; preeminent as a
storyteller—from his happy childhood in Normand
to his tragic death in a madhouse. Provocative an
illuminating, it gives a superb picture of French
literary life of the times, and contains 4 of Maufa:-
sant’s short stories never before translated. Lllus.
Pub. at $5.00. Only 1.98

P-223. JAPANESE GEISHAS.
A pair of “pillar paintings’’ portraying a charma
ing trio. Their exquisite kimonos—tesplendent
with gorigeous indigos, purple, blue, dull-gold,
grays, yellow, sienna and charcoal blacks——indi~
cate that they are from the Gay Quarter of Edo.
An unknown 18th century l{apanese master de-
picted each graceful fold of kimono, each precise
swirl of hair-dresses and the almost porcelain-
like fragility of the rose-tinted faces. A famous
printer has reproduced every nuance of tone and
line by collotype, including the linen texture of
the original background. Each panel-shaped print
measures 1014” high x 163" wide,

only 5.95

Pub. at $30.00. The pair,

3564. ABODE OF SNOW.,
By Kenneth Mason. During the past 25 years an
increasing number of mountaineers have pitted their
skill against the giants of the Himalayas, of whose
fifty peaks only seven have yet been successfully
climbed. This is the whole thrilling story of Himala-
yan exploration and mountaineering, capturing the
tense, rarefied atmosphere of lofty trtumph and
stark, plunging death. Wus. Pub, at $6.50. Only 1.98
1952. RABELAIS.

Complete and unexpurgated, the five books of
Gargantua and Pantagruel; the most ribald and
entertaining classic in world literature. More than
100 full-page drawings by W. Heath Robinson.
Nearly 1,000 pages. Pub. at $7.50. Only 2.98
3640. BERNARD SHAW: A CHRONICLE.
By R. F. Rattray. Perhaps the definitive book about
Shaw. Dr. Rattray, the leading expert on Shavian
literature, presents G.B.S, through his writings, offer-
ing from each work and its genesis a part of the
quintessence of Shaw himself. Photographs. On/y 1.00
3560. JOHN SLOAN: A Painter’s Life.

By Van Wyck Brooks. '‘Here is a book that is a
genuine treasure, Brooks has a special magic for
bringing us Sloan against a delightful tapestry of
Bohemian life in the early quarter of this century.”
—Dawn Powell. 26 reproductions.

Pub. at $5.00. Only 1.00
3647. THE EISENHOWER YEARS: 1950-1956.
By Richard H. Rovere. Informed, stimulating and
controversial—a book of events and personalities. A
fascinating report on the president, the men around
him, and the part they have played in national and
international affairs. Pub. at $4.50. Only 1.98
3562, PRIMITIVE INDIA.

By Vitold de Golish, Co-existing with the India
of marvels, mystics and fakirs is the more
ancient, pre-Veda India: centers of primitive life
rarely visited by travelers, and almost unknown
to the rest of the world. This is the fascinating
pictorial record of four such tribes, mysterious
peoples who, having given India her first civi-
lizations, still hold many secrets. 82 color and
black-and-white plates. 73" x 10",
Pub. at $7.50.

Only 2.98

3590. EXISTENTIALISM AND HUMAN

EMOTIONS.
By Jean Paul Sartre. Here is the heart of Sartre’s
philosophy—that man is personally responsible for
what he does—that there are no values external to
man—that man may therefore choose different
values, Pub, at $2.75. Only 1.00
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3676. SOCIETY AND THE HOMOSEXUAL.

By Gordon Westwood, A frank and penetrating ap-
praisal of homosexualtty in every phase of its com-
plex development and its relationships with society.
Pub. at $3.00. Only 1.98

3563. EVEREST: A Photographic Study

of the World’s Greatest

Mountain,
An _ historic _achievement in photography and
exploration. Everest in hundreds of magnificent
photographs (many in breathtaking full color)
taken by the famous Swiss Expedition. Never
before has Everest revealed so much of its dan-
gerous beauty and forbidden sectets to the eye
of man and of his camera. Full descriptions.
814" x 11”. Pub, at $10.00. Only 3.95

3356. HOGARTH’S PROGRESS.
By Peter Quennell. Boswell and Johnson, Walpole,
Garrick, Swift, et al., brilliantly re-created in this
definitive biography of the portraitist, traveler and
bon wvivant whom Whistler called the greatest Eng-
lish painter. With 23 superb reproductions from
Hogarth’s Rake's Progress, Marriage-a-la-Mode, and
other famous paintings and engravings.

Only 2.98

Pub. at $6.50.
3553. ALEXANDER THE GREAT AND HIS
TIME,

By Agnes Savill, The adventurous, romantic story
of Alexander the Great set against the tusbulent
world he sought to vanquish. Splendid armies and
fiecce tribes, Egyptian and Babylonian empires and
their fall, conspiracies and a frilghtfu} contest for
absolute power, all become vividly alive for us as
a noted historian fascinatingly analyzes Alexandet’s
conquests and character, I/lus,

Only 1.98

Pub. at $5.00.
4006. GERMAN PHOTOGRAPHIC ANNUAL
1956.

A rewarding issue of this notable yearbook that
presents an outstanding collection of 120 page size
plates including 8 in full color. Chosen from more
than 35,000 photos in every field submitted to the
editors, plus articles by many famous photography
experts. 9”7 x 114", Pub. at $7.50. Only 2.98
3406. THE NUDE IN PAINTING.
By Mya Cinetti. 62 reproductions of female nudes by
Botticelli, Rubens, Titian, Manet, Cezanne, Degas,
Modigliani, Maillol, Picasso, et al. English text.
5Ya" x 8”. Pub. at $2.50, Special 1.00
3558. THE MACHINERY OF THE BODY.
By Victor and Anton J. Carlson, MDs. Blood trans-
fusion, petnicious anemia, the ‘‘wonder’” drugs,
emotional disorders, vitamins, cancer, and radio-
active elements in medicine are just some of the
fields in which giant new advances have been made,
and which are included in this newest revision of a
classic text dealing with the workings and ills of
the human body. 638 pages. Ower 200 valuable
illustrations, Pub. at $4.50. Only 1.98
1724. THE HISTORY OF WITCHCRAFT
AND DEMONOLOGY.
By Montague Summers. “'Firmly believing in the
whole paraphernalia of Satanism, Montague Summers
has a wonderfully good time describing its nefarious
orgies with a gusto which even the reader of feeble
faith is apt to catch.”’—Elmer Davis.
Pub. at $6.00. Only 3.98

3086. THE PEOPLE OF MOSCOW,

Photographed by Henri Cartier-Bresson, one of
the world's greatest photographers. The cameta’s
eye pierces the Iron Curtain in the hands of an
artist interested only in human beings and their
reactions to life. 163 masterful plates. 8%"” x
11”7, Pub. at $10.00, Only 2.98

3177. THE COMPLETE SHORT STORIES

OF W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM.

With a preface specially written for each volume
by the author. All of the short stories ever written
by the master teller of the tale. 2 volume set.
Pub, at $12.50 Special T.49
P-216. JUAN GRIS: THE CHESSBOARD.
This masterpiece of the Cubist school is now in
the permanent collection of the Museum of Modern
Art. Gris’ brilliant ability for architectonic arrange-
ment of colors and forms is suggested in every low-
keyed color and every exhilarating design segment.
The table, chessboard and other pictorial elements
are smoothly brushed in brown, black, tan, greens,
gray and ash-white. Each nuance of brush-stroke,
every tonality of color, is brilliantly reproduced by
silk-screen. 194" high x 264" wide.

Only 2,98

Pub. at $15.00.
4002. FEININGER ON PHOTOGRAPHY,
By Andreas Feininger. Hundreds of illustrations in
color_and half-tone. Famous encyclopedic volume by
the Life photographer whose picture stories have
made history. Authoritative, comprehensive '‘bible’”
on the technique and art of making a photograph.
Pub. at $15.00. Only 4.95
3664. LAUGHS FROM THE SATURDAY
REVIEW,
Introd, by Bennett Cerf. At least a couple of hundred
good laughs, representing the very cream of the work
of the artists who appear in these pages. Civilized as
well as funny, it will make an ideal gift and a perfect
gloom dispeller. Pub, at $2.50. Only 1.00
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Let Bygones
Be Bygones?

By C. DICKERMAN WILLIAMS,
member of the New York law firm of

Maclay, Morgan & Williams and a
close student of the Hiss case.

book “Witness,” Alger Hiss’s

“In the Court of Public Opin-
ion” is not an autobiography. It be-
gins with the evening of August 2,
1948, when a reporter told Hiss that
Chambers would name him as a Com-
munist at a Congressional hearing the
following day; and carries the story
through the denial of Hiss’s motion
for a third trial.

Mr. Hiss has written with obvious
care. His examination of the court
record and available material has
been microscopic. The style is some-
what legalistic, and the ordinary lay-
man will not find it easy going.

As is, I suppose, inherent in the
situation, the book is tense and lacks
detachment. It would be far more per-
suasive if Mr. Hiss, realizing that
many of his readers would approach
it with considerable reserve, had
faced squarely some of the questions
that inevitably occur. For instance,
if he knew Chambers so very slightly
as he maintains he did, and there
were no friends or employer to vouch
for Chambers, how does it happen
that he let Chambers have his fur-
nished apartment and car on such
favorable terms? And why does he
pounce so ferociously on relatively
minor discrepancies between Cham-
bers’s testimony at the Congressional
hearings in August 1948, and that at
the trials, while brushing aside simi-
lar discrepancies in his own testimony
on the ground that in August he had
not had an opportunity to refresh his
recollection?

Another characteristic of the book
would seem to impair its value as
a study of the case, if not as a brief.
Among brief-writing lawyers, there
are two schools of thought. One school
simply ignores the evidence of the
adversary; the other presents that ev-
idence and attempts to rationalize it
consistently with the writer’s thesis.
It is quite evident from “In the Court
of Public Opinion” that Mr. Hiss be-
longs to the first school. Inconvenient
facts are largely dealt with by the
simple process of omission. A striking
illustration of this technique is his
treatment of the testimony by Dr.
Carl A. L. Binger that Chambers was
“psychopathic.” Dr. Binger’s affirma-

UNLIKE Whittaker - Chambers’s

tive testimony is adequately set forth,
especially his extraordinary theory
that Chambers’s translation of Wer-
fel’s novel “Class Reunion” somehow
showed that Chambers had falsely
concocted his evidence against Hiss.
But Mr. Hiss in no way describes
Thomas Murphy’s cross-examination
of Dr. Binger, generally regarded as
one of the most devastating in any
great American trial, except to say
that on prosecution’s cross-examina-
tion, Dr. Binger “maintained” his
diagnosis.

AGAIN, at the very start of the
book, Mr. Hiss says that when told by a
reporter on the evening of August 2,
1948, that Chambers at a hearing on
the following day would call him a
Communist, he “saw no reason why
I or any one else should pay much
attention.” The implication is that he
was then so secure in his innocence
that he was unconcerned that he
should be publicly described as a
Communist. Only far later in the book
and in the most partial and ecryptic
fashion does he reveal that rumors of
his Communist affiliations had been
so serious in 1946 that he had had a
special conference on the subject with
Secretary of State Byrnes and an in-
terview, at his own request, with As-
sistant Director Tamm of the FBI;
that the matter had been discussed
between him and Mr. Dulles in 1947
at the time of his employment by the
Carnegie Endowment; that, also in
1947, he was questioned by the FBI
about his alleged Communist affilia~
tions, and specifically about Cham-
bers, among others; that the matter
had been the subject of a further con~
ference with Mr. Dulles in March
1948; and that he had been summoned
before a Federal Grand Jury investi~

gating Communist infiltration, also in
March 1948. But this background is
not put in context with the asser-
tion that he received so calmly the
news of Chambers’s prospective testi-
mony,

Mr. Hiss's account of his indictment
by the Grand Jury is similarly in-
complete. The term of the Grand Jury
expired on Wednesday, December 15,
1948. On Friday, December 10, the
foreman reported that the Grand Jury
was unable to find an indictment. Mr.
Hiss argues at some length that the
change in the Grand Jury’s attitude
was due to improper pressure from
the Un~-American Activities Commit-
tee, especially Vice President Nixon,
its most active member in this affair,
and from Assistant Attorney-General
Alexander M. Campbell, who was in
charge of the Criminal Division of the
Department of Justice. He does not
disclose that on Monday, December 13,
the FBI, independently of the Hisses,
found a long letter typed by Mrs. Hiss.
The typing matched that of the “Bal-
timore Documents,” that is, the copies
of the secret State Department papers,
so-called because they were first pro-
duced by Chambers at Baltimore. It
seems more probable that it was this
fact, together with the other evidence,
including the evasiveness that the
Hisses had shown about their type-
writer, that led the Grand Jury to
reverse its position of a few days
earlier and to indict. At least the read-
er might think so if provided with the
additional information.

In emphasizing the publicity which
his case received Mr. Hiss develops a
subject that concerns many thought-
ful people. Can a defendant have a
fair trial after charges against him
have been sensationally broadcast?
The issue does not, of course, concern

—Wide World.

Memo alleged to be in the handwriting of Harry Dexter White,
released by the House Un-American Activities Committee.



