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the Dutch East Indies. Julia, after a 
long sea voyage, finds herself married 
to the idiot son of a ruthless land­
owner, lord of the island of Rua. As 
Mrs. Pieter Vosmar, she encounters a 
series of extraordinary problems, in­
cluding madness and cruelty, as she 
finds herself in conflict with two 
wicked and vengeful men. Her pre­
posterously evil father-in-law is a 
fine old-school villain. It takes some 
doing to untangle this spicy web that 
leads to the inevitable happy ending. 

Mrs. Lofts's writing is marked by 
romantic abundance—a piling up of 
plot, color, romance, sentiment, and 
suspense. "Scent of Cloves" is a fruit­
cake full of exotic surprises prepared 
to delight the appetites of those read­
ers who search for rich literary fare. 

—ROSEMARY CARR ΒΕΝέτ. 

BUSINESS, COLONIAL AND DOMESTIC: 
Anthony Glyn's first novel "Pember-
ton, Ltd." (Dial, $3.45) has, as they 
say in publishing, everything—every­
thing except the excellence of a first-
rate novel. It is about the problems of 
"good" imperialism misattempting, yet 
intending, to run well a sugar planta­
tion in the West Indies, about pride in 
a family and small business that's out­
moded, about a young man (the chief 
character) who starts from the bottom 
to rise to the top, about the same 
young man's shuttling between the 
desire to be a success in a "civilizing" 
business and the hope he can become 
a good critic, about the conflict be ­
tween a career wife and the "hero" 
who believes motherhood and wife­
hood should he all, about the problem 
of miscegenation. The places are New 
York, the West Indies, London. The 
people include office-workers who do 
not work, colonial executives deluded 
with grandeur, an exotic Chinese with 
a Scotch name, bankers who are bright 
paternalists, subversive and Uncle 
Tom West Indians, an editor whose 
intelligence is exceeded only by his 
eccentricity. In the action there is a 
strike, a lot of violence, adultery, a 
quarrel between those who have 
power and those who seem to have it. 
The talk includes Bohemian balder­
dash about free living and loving, 
what's good and bad about modern 
literature, why people of different 
"races" can't marry happily, though 
it would be fine if they could, how 
petty and big power corrupts. Prob­
lems, places, people, action, talk are 
all plausibly (on the whole) managed. 

Admitting its faults and its im­
maturity, its failure to coalesce, "Pem-
berton, Ltd." is a good novel—real 
praise in an age of hasty hyperbole. 
And Mr. Glyn has the talent to control 
his insights so that he can go forward 
—to excellent books, I hope. 

—HARVEY CURTIS W^EBSTER. 

Segregation 
Continued from page 19 

Judge Brady and Senator Eastland of 
Mississippi. The lay reader may find 
the close and patient examination of 
varying shades of judicial speculation 
rather heavy going, although he will 
be interested especially in the authors ' 
forecasts. The law student is presented 
with brilliant proof that case study 
can be dramatic as well as edifying. 

2. Dixie's Temper 

"Neither Black Mor White," by 
Wilma Dykeman and James Stokely 
(Rinehart. 371 pp. $5), is a report on 
the state of mind of the South writ­
ten by two journalists on the basis 
of a recent trip. Our reviewer, Mark 
Ethridge, Jr., recently resigned as 
editor of the Raleigh (N. C.) Times to 
become editor and publisher of the 
Ravenswood (W. Va.) News. 

By Mark Ethridge, Jr. 

NO TWO books yet written on the 
subject, as far as this reader 

remembers, have taken quite the same 
approach to segregation in the South. 
Among the many, Robert Penn War­
ren's "Segregation" was a collection of 
impressions and interviews with peo­
ple in his homeland—Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Alabama, and Mississippi 
primarily. Carl Rowan, in "Go South 
to Sorrow," wrote a tough and un­
bending report of how he felt about 
some of the bitterest examples of 
later-day racism, including the Em-
mett Till, Autherine Lucy, and Mont­
gomery bus boycott cases. John Bart-
low Martin, in "The Deep South Says 
Never," offered an objective study of 
the Citizens Council movement in the 
South, particularly in the Black Belt. 

Now, in "Neither Black Nor White," 
Wilma Dykeman and James Stokely, a 
husband-and-wife team who have not 
written together before, have done 
some of everything. Like their title, 
their book is neither black nor white, 
neither entirely subjective nor ob­
jective, neither completely rosy with 
hope nor gloomy with despair. 

To prepare it they, like so many 
other segregation students in the 
book, magazine, and newspaper busi­
nesses, traveled through the South, 
talked to officials of citizens councils, 
the NAACP, mayors, sheriffs, school 
teachers, lawyers, housewives, men 
in the street, and the inevitable taxi 
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drivers who pop up in every pulse 
sampling. 

They, too, report on such cases as 
Miss Lucy, Clinton, the bus boycott, 
and the legalistic impossibilities of 
the Southern tangle. But they have 
done it with a difference, and it is 
this difference which makes this in 
many ways the most comprehensive 
report on what makes the South func­
tion and malfunction since the Su­
preme Court's decision. 

Miss Dykeman and Mr. Stokely 
have not been content to tell just 
what's going on. From the depths of 
their own knowledge as native South­
erners, as well as from a great deal 
of research, they have drawn the 
complex background of Southern 
means and mores. They discuss, for 
instance, the importance of peanuts 
and George Washington Carver, the 
Cherokee Indians and the gold rush 
in North Georgia, the cotton and 
rice economies, Southern womanhood 
(which isn't the same womanhood at 
all that the orators point to with 
pathos and paternalism) and crime 
and disease rates. They write with 
sociological objectivity of educational 
standards, practical politics, compara­
tive war records of whites and Ne­
groes, high society, the labor move­
ment and that tradition of violence, 
pride, and i>assion that must be taken 
into every Southern accoimt. There 
are, in fact, few facets of the South­
ern scene that the authors have 
missed. 

But by no means could this book 
be considered an objective report. 
It is weighted heavily in favor of 
hope and human dignity. In almost 
every instance, whether law or morals, 
the chances for success of the seg­
regationists are discounted. The au­
thors, like Warren, clearly believe 
that somehow the South will work 
out of its dilemma. Unlike Rowan, 
they do not believe force is the uni ­
versal answer. They argue effectively 
for integration, not simply for school 
desegregation. And they argue not 
so much on the basis of economics, 
though that is a part of it, as on 
the basis of humanity, man's right 
to be treated with dignity. 

That gallant South [they con­
clude], which has placed such a 
glory in pride, should be most 
able to appreciate this craving on 
the part of the humiliated for a 
measure of pride. That instinctive 
South, which has proved there are 
battles men will fight regardless 
of the odds or cost, should under­
stand most clearly this dedicated 
instinct on the part of the de­
prived toward a better life. That 
South, which has suffered war on 
its own fields and years of mis­
understanding and generations of 
want, should be committed to the 

fulfillment of these needs every­
where. And that fertile South, 
which has nourished and seen 
wasted such a variety of living 
things, should most passionately 
recognize that reverence for life 
which is a universal supplication. 

But eloquence does not necessarily 
mean validity. Because the South 
should recognize these things does 
not mean it does or will in the de­
liberate future. Because the book's 
spokesmen for acceptance of the law 
are more reasoned than the spokes­
men for resistance does not mean they 
are more determined or more nu­
merous. 

Nevertheless, "Neither Black Nor 
White" is a fascinating book and a 
compelling book. As it is not objective 
so its depth is increased. As it is not 
strident so its impact is most felt. 
Miss Dykeman and Mr. Stokely have 
seen the white and the black of the 
Southern crisis, and they have seen 
the many grays in between. And in 
presenting these shadings in greater 
scope and depth than have been p re ­
sented before, they have contributed 
greatly to understanding. 

3. Dixie's Record 

"With All Deliberate Speed," edit· 
ed by Don Shoemaker (Harper. 239 
pp. $3.50), is a collection of papers, 
written mostly by practicing Southern 
newspapermen who contribute regu-
hrly to the Southern School News, 
dealing with the major aspects of the 
public school integration controversy. 
Harry S. Ashmore, our reviewer, is 
author of "The Negro and the Schools" 
and editor of the Little Rock Arkansas 
Gazette. 

By H a r r y S. A s h m o r e 

PERHAPS the most extensively r e ­
ported and thoroughly misunder­

stood news story of modern times is 
the development of new patterns in 
Southern public education in the 
wake of the 1954 United States Su­
preme Court decision outlawing seg­
regation. The facts, many of them 
sensational, are readily available, but 
most readers view them through the 
lens of their own deeply-rooted 
prejudice. 

For three years a group of Southern 
newspaper editors and educators, op­
erating under a grant from the Fund 
for the Advancement of Education, 
has been engaged in the monumental 
task of trying to keep the record 

I The facts behind the 
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fi by I. L. KANDEL 

PARENTS who have been 
moved to serious thought by 

such recent publications as Why 
Johnny Can't Read will find 
much interesting information in 
this searching picture of Ameri­
can public schools at mid-century 
—their successes, .their failures, 
the problems that face them. $5 

Through your hookseller, or from 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS 

Cambridge 38, Mass. 

They Brought Good Will 
to Men— Cyi 

(Jhree 
Wise Virgins 

Each ivas inspired by the same man 
. . . each chose a life of celibacy . . . 
each became a source of strength 
and hope for the world. 

DOROTHEA LYNDE DIX 
(1802-1887) 
Her own bodily suffering was 
"spiritual joy", but the hideous 
treatment endured by the in­
sane made her fight to reform 
both asylums and prisons. 

ELISABETH PALMER PEABODY 
(1804-1894) 
Impoverished sister-in-law of 
Nathaniel Hawthorne and 
Horace Mann . . . The woman 
who gave the Kindergarten to 
American children. 

CATHERINE MARIA SEDGWICK 
(1789-1867) 
The novelist who was the first 
to break England's hold on 
American literai-y tradition. 

by Gladys Brooks 
$4.00 at all bookstores DUTTON 
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